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HIS is indeed a copious ſubject, as compre- | 
hending all the ſeveral parts of govern- ” 

2 ment, except the legiſlature, Our conſtitu- 1 

tion lodges the executive power originally in princes, 

who devolve ſuch functions of it as they cannot * 
perform in their own perſons, upon the di 


members that compoſe a well ordered common= * 


wealth, of which the chief are called miniſters of 
ſtate; a name given in our records to the prime 
officers of the crown above three hundred year, 
Ciongh * been caviled at of late. 2 
Nor. Ve | | 


<2 is 


. at Home, 


Ins eren. f, the laws, and not of men, 
ces are a part, but at the head of che legiſ⸗ 
re, and either in perſon, or by their miniſters, 

| Execute, what the conſtitution requires, what the 
* already has — 
from time to time n new emergencies ] an 
Where all this is ful y done, the adminiſtration is 
compleat, 

In theſe ſort of conſtitutions, he who receives 4 
great truſt has it committed to him in a fair and 
ample manner; he is free to purſue the dictates of 
his own reaſon and e 
to make the laws the rule of his actions; and he is 
not bound to follow the bare command and plea- 
ſure of the Prince, which he cannot plead in 


— if the ſtate be damaged by his pro- 


But al all this goes otherwiſe | in 4h abſolutk 1 mo- 


nurchy, under 20 chere is no legiſlative autho- 


ty but the Prince's will; he may have ſome 
1 whom he ſtiles his miniſters, but, as was 


ſaid of Lewis the eleventh, © One mule carries him | 


and his whole pr ey council. ” Such as he employs 
are not allowed to judge for themſelves what is 
ht or w 
pleaſe, than what is juſt and fit; and they muſt ar- 
rlys at this ar ae that blind obedience is 
in courts, where the the maſter is, jor wo uld 
„ arbitrary. 
of a Te en Perl ſon, the executive power often pro- 
£659 well, and the STAN ſeems to flouriſh 
but this happens whep they have ſame Prince 
ore than common abilities upon the throne, who 
looks Gb 7; himſelf, 
t ot e 
a and if, at il 


* moſt upon his on ſhoul- 


hae ae he as to be a 
man 


* 


and-Yhat it enacts 


he is at liberty 


they muſt oftener do what will 


et, Where all ſtoop to the 3 will 


and who is willing to let 


„ 
and War Abroad. 1 3 


man of virtuous inclinations, as well as of deep 
wiſdom, and is content, for the good of his peo- 
ple, to labour in the duties of his kingly office, to 
ſee with his own eyes, hear with his own ears, and 

to perform in his own perſon as much as poſſible, 

and takes care to entruſt the remainder of his buſi- 

neſs to the ableſt hands that can be found, his af- 
fairs of ſtate will go well in general, and ſuch a 
Prince will make his country, proſper. 
Whether the government be abſolute, or li- 


mited, the happineſs of its people depends 1 
much upon their care that ſit at helm, who, wit 
ſome colour, may throw off from themſelves, upon 
their maſter, male-adminiſtration, when his plea- 
ſſſire is the ſtandard of good and ill; but they are 
left without excuſe, when, by the nature of the 
= conſtitution, they are not hurried into bad mea- 
> Afures by fate and neceſſity in politicks, but are 
left to free-will and choice, are allowed the lights 
pl reaſon, and have full liberty to avoid the wrong 
and take the righter courſe. If ſuch err out of 
ignorance, it is a fort of plea, but not to be al- 
lowed when their miſtakes are groſs and frequent; 
tif wilfully, they have no pretence to complain 
wien they are attacked, and fall under publick 4 
==. cenſure. | : ES; : 
It has been a queſtion among ſome, whether is 
moſt eligible, a tyranny adminiſtered with univer- 
ſeal care by thoſe who rule, whereof there have 
been and are examples, or a free ſtate wherein all 
the parts of government are totally neglected, of 
= which likewiſe many inſtances may be given. 
Under arbitrary power, ſkilfully managed, the 

people, though oppreſſed at home, are protected 
from their enemies abroad; they groan under 
heavy taxes, but are brought to think they enjoy 

ſomething for them; fame, victories, and an en- 
| Oo ND largement 
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largement of their dominions; they are injured by 
the exceſſes of tyranny from above, but below are 
kept from hurting one another; they are poor, 
but contented ; they have no domeſtick troubles 


and diſſentions; they may have foreign armies to 
engage with, but are in no great danger to feel tage 


calamities of a civil war; and they are, as the pa- 


triarch deſcribes Iſſachar, A ſtrong aſs packing 
'down between two burthens : and he ſaw that reſt 


was good, and the land that it was pleaſant, and 


bowed his ſhoulddr to bear, and became a ſervant 


. 


unto tribute.“ at, ray he 
In the ſecond caſe; under a good conſtitution 


Hl adminiſtered, that wealth, with which induſtry 


and trade ſeldom fail of bleſſing free countries, 
can never be accounted ſafe; for their riches, 


which ſhould protect them, > np. 75 ruin on the 


faſter, and are a temptation for their neighbours to 
invade them, when, through bad government, 
they are no longer in a Rows 4H to defend them- 
ſelves, They are rarely without factions, by 


which their native 5 7 is waſted; and their 


fury is ſometimes ſo deaf and blind, as to be ſtri- 
ving with one another for power in the very mo- 
ment when dangers are moſt impending from 
abroad. They are expoſed to frequent civil wars, 
in which they loſe their nobleſt blood and braveſt 
men; and becoming weak, quite corrupted, and 
wearied out with their own domeſtick calamities, 
nations born to liberty are compelled, at laſt, to 
reſort for refuge to ſome ſuperior power: and thus 
have tyrannies been introduced. 

governments, when weakly ruled, may be obnox- 
10us, they are ſtill preferable to unlimited autho- 


rity, though placed in the ableſt and moſt ſkilful | 


hands; for under the beſt of this ſort of . 
W e e N EI 
ns 


But, notwithſtanding the miſchiefs to which free 
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and War Abroad. 5 


the generality of the people are poor, oppreſſed, 
and without any proſpect of taſting the fruits of 
their on labour. Beſides, tyrannies are apt to 
decline from ſevere courſes into cruelty, from wiſe 
vigilance into jealouſies of ſtate mad and ſanguinary, 
from oppreſſion into down- right plunder ; and it is 
rarely teen that this kind of government grows 
from bad to better, its natural progreſs is rather 
from bad to worſe ; for high power is always afraid 
to ſet itſelf any bounds, as f it were like thoſe in- 
toxicating drugs which loſe their operation if the 
doſe is not increaſed from time to time. It is true, 
2 abſolute dominion controuls parties, and is not 
often liable to civil wars, yet it is not exempt 
from mutinies in the camp, and defeCtion- in its 
armies: but indeed the moſt melancholy part of it 
is, chat it is a diſeaſe that ſeldom or never mends, 
and conſequently deprives men of hope, which, 
even to the happy, is an entertainment always new 
and pleaſant, and to the afflicted, their moſt ſolid 
1JJ4 e 
They whom their own conſent has once enſlaved, 
are ſcarce ever known to break their fetters: if 
they have a ſevere government, growing worle 
every day, they muſt be contented with it; to 
> {ftrugole wit! their chains, fixes them on the faſter , 
to make commotions tends but to render their op- 
preſſors more cruel, vigilant, and jealous; or if 
they can depoſe one tyrant, they do but change 
him for another. 5 „ 

But in countries where liberty is entire, under 
their worſt circumſtances hope is ſtill left; what- 
ever miſgovernment they may have had, and how- 
ever embroiled their affairs ſeem to be, while ſenſe 
of freedom, that principle of a ſound conſtittition 
in the body politick, is yet remaining, and when, 
nature is thus ſtrong within them, they may throw 


EE 


6 Peace at Hm, 


off their diſtempers, and in time be reſtored to 
„„ EEE oo oa oy e251, 
, The moſt dangero s diſeaſes with which a free 
country can be infected 

ſtrong in numbers, if their heats and animoſities 


are come to ſuch a height, that any fide, in the 


ſtruggle for power, is willing to give up liberty, 
rather than their irregular appetites ſhould be ar 
| 3 Where this happens to be the caſe, 

the condition of the publick is indeed very deſpe- 


rate, inaſmuch as liberty cannot ſubſiſt, unleſs 


where it has a great many more friends than ene- 
tnies, becauſe they who attack, ſupply by craft and 
diligence what they want in other ſtrengths. _ 
But where countries are thus corrupted, princes 
have a noble field wherein to ſhew the honeſty and 
virtue of their minds, by taking no advantage of 
the follies and madneſs into whic 
. 
The nations round about us were inſlaved, not 
by the prince's ſword, but by their own flattery. 
It is notorious that the faction of the league, 
which had rebelled upon quite an oppoſite foot, 
gave the laſt ſtroke towards ſubverting the liberties 
of France, to make their court the better when 
they were ſubdued. . After the reſtoration of king 
Gharles the ſecond, to atone for old faults, and to 
vie with the church who ſhould be the beſt ſubjects, 
ſome were going to play the ſame game here, and, 
between the flatterers on both ſides, the conſtitution 
had probably been given up, if the old cavaliers 
had not then made an unexpected and ſeaſonable 
ſtand againſt thoſe who began the war, becauſe they 
thought (or pretended to think) that their civil 
rights had been invadet. * 

_ Where factions have been, and are ſuffered to 


de of long continuance in a kingdom, if abſolute 2 


dominion 
3 


„are two factions, each 


men may be led 
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dofhinion'is not brought in, it is for want of an 
enterprizing temper in the Prince, or it is owing 


apparent proofs of 


and from thence, generally 
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to his virtue, wWiſdom, and moderation; for the 


tools are ready, and tlie fire being hot, has made 


the metal ſoft and malleable, fo that he may work 

it into what ſhape he plates, 

That nation is ha PY where the Sovereign gives 
eſi 


P 


proofs of deſiring no more authority#than 
what is intruſted to him by the laws: this puts 
ſtop to the ſchemes wicked and ambitious men w 


be forming (if the leaſt encouraged) to introduce 


arbitrary power; which attenipts, in a free coun- 


try, are perhaps the original of all diſorder and 
Aber. But none will ſtrive to make him 


abſolute who does not wiſh ſo to be; and when 
this ſtruggle is at an end, there is no ſubſtantial 
nutriment for faction to ſubſiſt on. , . c e 

Executive power is, in plainer words, the ad- 
miniſtration of aﬀairs, which can never be well ad- 
miniſtered when ſuch bad deſigns are on the anvil; 

wo ul * 5 have been, 
derived moſt of the miſchiefs that of late years 
have embroiled and divided England. When na- 
tional intereſt has been neglected, was it not in or- 
der to court a foreign power, which might awe the 
people here at home? When the proteſtant intereſt 
was ſtruck at, might not one of the proſpects be to 
make room for a religion which better prepares the 
minds of men for ſlavery? When the publick trea- 
ſure was waſted, did we not all ſec that a great pro- 
portion of it iſſued out to reward bold mercenaries, 
who made open aſſaults upon the conſtitution, or 
to pay pioneers, who wrought in the dark to un- 
dermine 'it? And thus ſecret aims at arbitrary 


power have had an influence, not only in theſe par- 


ticulars, but well nigh in all the other male-admi- 
niſtrations that have been complaincd of in this 
kingdom. . But 


Peace at Hane, 
But when Princes have not this working and ans 


miniſters have not this load to bear, and when hae 
are not in this wrong bias, which muſt always mil- 


lead them in their courſe, it is not ſo very difficult 
to go on in what is already well eſtabliſhed ; nor, on 
the other hand, to recover a ſtate from the diſor- 

ders paſt conduct may have occaſioned: for though 


the cares of empire are almoſt numberleſs, yet 
there is no degree of compariſon between their 
trouble who tread in the plain way, and theirs who 


tread in the crooked are of government. The 


principal difficulties, fears, dangers, and jealouſies, 


ollow ſuch as carry on an illegal, falſe and cor- 


rupt, not thoſe who have no more to do but to 


ſupport an adminiſtration that is right and honeſt, 
It is not the good, but the bad buſineſs of a 


ſtate, that is ſo irkſome and unpleaſant; the firſt 


takes up much time, requires diligence, labour, 
and application, but the other puts the mind on a 
perpetual rack; therefore an ambitious, and a 
wicked ſtateſman, is himſelf a more miſerable 


ſlave, than any of thoſe whom, by the vicious arts 
of policy, he would reduce to bondage; and yer, 
both the great and little vulgar, who look no fur- 


ther than at his pomp, his riches, and his power, 


are ſo miſtaken as to think him at the top of hap- 
ineſs; whereas, in truth, the beſt, moſt un- 
blameable, and withal, the moſt fortunate miniſter 
that ever fat at helm (all his honeſt and neceſſary 
cares conſidered) is, in the thoughts of a wiſe man, 
more the ſubject of compaſſion than of enyy, 


Nor is the ſupreme condition of Princes fo re- 


plete with felicity as the world is inclined to be- 
lieve. What pleaſures or comforts are there in 
life, which thoſe in a much lower ſphere may not 

enjoy, as well as they who fit vn thrones ? Which 


of 


| Jous thought to perplex their minds, when their 
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es cheir moments does not the publick claim? Are 


bey not compelled to beſtow moſt of their hours = 
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9 what proviſion the laws have made to render their 
x 8 are they not in al danger 


rom the conſpiracies and attempts of wicked men? 


Did not an enthuſiaſt aſſaſſinatè one of the beſt of 
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= Kings, ſurrounded by his guards, and in his capt- | 
tal city? And will not plots be ſometimes formed 
7 againſt them that are not to be reſiſted by their 
courage, nor avoided by their wiſdom ? When 
misfortunes happen that reflect upon the honour of 
= 2 nation, the weight almoſt ſingly lies upon the 

Prince; if they are ſuch as hurt a whole country 

in the point of intereſt, as for example, loſſes at 
ſea, by fire, plague, or famine, he bears the 


ſhare, as having the largeſt ſhare in pro- 

rty. The adverſities of the commonwealth af. 
2 him in chief, and he has but his bare propor- 
tion in its proſperities: add to this, that he can 
hardly have any private receſſes, and is allowed no 
private inclinations or friendſhips; that he muſt 
love, and hate, as moſt conſiſts with the common 
welfare; that all he thinks, ſays, and does, muſt 
center in the publick ; that if he endeavours to 
Pleaſe the good, he muſt of courſe incenſe the bad, 
who are numerous, active, and full of clamours ; 
and that frequently malice enlarges his faults, and 


= leſſens all his virtues. 


When all this, and what elſe may be truly ſaid 
on the ſame ſubject, is well weighed, it will not 
appear that Princes ſo abound in happineſs as the 
vulgar think, or that there is much reaſon to re- 
pine at what it coſts a people to maintain the kingly 
office; for where this truſt 1s diſcharged as the "a 


of God and of the realm require, it fully deſerves 


whatever taxes are paid by the ſubject under a le- 


gal conſtitution, Fox 
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wo Pieact at Hane, 
For all the hazards whereunto Sovereigns are 
expoſed, for all thoſe; watchful cares which 
them awake, that others may ſleep with more « 
eurity, they enjoy but one eſſential is over 
the reſt of human kind, and it is the power 

have of doing good; tlus indeed is a & mg — l 
gative, and the only jewel which ſhould make a 
wie Prince think it worth the! while to wear a "i 
Crown. 8 
Private men may excel. in courage, « or in wiſ- 
| dom, but though placed much above their fellow 
ſubjects, yet ſtill their power of confering benefits 
is, or ought to be, confined to certain limits, and 
they are {till ſo low as to have a limited proſpect; 
but from ſuch an eminence as is the throne, _ 
who ſtand upright upon it, and with careful ey 
look round about them, may ſee, pity, and * 
the neceſſities of human kind, of which milgo- 
vernment is commonly the cauſe. 

By extending their virtues, not at all beyond 
human reach, they may render millions of men 
happy, and ſo e that not many ſhall be 
miſerable; and where this is compaſſed, civil go- 
vernment is as perfect as the narrow policies of 
man can make it. 

And Princes may bring all this about by that 
power of doing good which they hold from the 
nature of their office; and when the adminiſtration 
of their kingdoms is ſo ordered, that publick li- 
berty ſubſiſts, that religion is maintained in its due 
reverence, that vice is diſcountenanced and piety 
is encouraged, that national intereſt is purſued, 


and national honour is conſulted, that the laws are 
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preſerved in their vigour and juſtice | in its purity, 
hat the ſubjects are protected from their enemies 
abroad and kept in peace at home, that merit 1s 
amply recompenced and crimes are ſeverely pu- 
niſhed, 
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with careful eyes. 


manufactures are favoured and promoted; in 
countries where alb this is, and which are ſo ruled, 
much the largeſt ſhare of the people enjoy plenty, 
peace and wealth; and they proſper ſtill the more, 
as all theſe parts of government go on in a higher 
degree of perfection: ſo that this power of doing 

is an unbounded pleaſure, never wanting ob- 


jects, and is the only ſolid recompence God be- 
ſtows, here on earth, upon ſuch who, by his pro- 
vidence, are allotted to bear the weight of empire. 


And when Princes ſo exert their courage, wiſ- 


dum and authority, that their people are thus well 


overned, they diſcharge their high truſt, and per- 
Rom their part of that executive power which is 
veſted in them, But in regard it is impoſſible 


they ſhould tranſact, in their own perſons, all that 


appertains to right adminiſtration, they can neither 


Pc 8 


render themſelves nor their nation happy, unleſs 


they are ſerved by honeſt and ſkilful miniſters : ſa 
that, to procure the laſting fame of a good and 


proſperous reign, it is incumbent upon them, not 
only to excel by their own actions, but likewiſe to 
chooſe well, and afterwards to ſee that none of the 


great officers of ſtate are defective in their duties, 


which ſeldom happens when they are overlooked 
When Princes and their miniſters of ſtate neglect 
nothing of what belongs to them, the ſubordinate 
and more miniſterial parts of government grow 
better of their own accord, for the maſter-wheels 
going right ſet the lower in a true motion; and - 
then the whole executive power proceeds as It 
ought to do in a well-ordered commonwealth. 
And when things have gone amils in a country, 
generally ſpeaking, the fault lay in the adminiſtra. 
tion; either the Sovereign was himſelf negligent, 
| 8 


12 | Peace at Home, ; 
or his miniſters were ignorant, careleſs or corrupt: 
and fo the diſtempers taking firſt the head, ſeized 


the principal members, and at laſt came to ſpread 
over all the other parts. It is true, they who fat at 


helm have been ſtill wont to charge the temper of 


the Prince, the nature of the conſtitution, or to 
lay at the doots of fortune the errors of their con- 


duct. 


Prince's mind has an ill turn in it, when he is un- 
able to act of his own head, and yet is unwilling 
to take advice from thoſe that can ſet him right; 


which made Richlieu (who had ſuch an one to deal 
with) ſay, that he found it harder to manage him- 


ſelf in the Ruelle, than to govern all the reſt of 


France. However, it appears from this inſtance, 
that an able ſtateſman could ſo work, as, under 


an obſtinate and half-witted maſter, to compaſs a 
wie adminiſtration. " 
But miſmanagement can hardly plead in its 


own defence the nature of the conſtitution, of 


which, though ſome are more perfect than others, 
yet few models are ſo ill contrived, but that, as 
long as the rules preſcribed by them are well ob- 
ſerved, they ſuffice to carry on the principal end 
of ſociety, which is protection; and a miniſter 
gives the greater proof of his ſkill, when he can 
under-prop a building, ſo as to make it ſtand, 


though its foundations are decayed, and perhaps 


were never ſound from the beginning. 

As to fortune, it is the refuge of none but 
weak men to blame her, who, as Machiavel 
ſays, © ſhews her power where there is no pre- 
diſpoſed virtue to reſiſt her, and turns all her 
force and impetuoſity where ſhe knows there are 
no banks and no fences to reſtrain her,” True 
| „ wiſdom 


The firſt is indeed a plauſible excuſe ; for mi- 
niſters have a very difficult game to play when the 
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"2 under invaſions, or periſh by foreign force, till the 
= way to conqueſt had been firſt opened by their 


and War Abroad. 23 


= wifdom ſo provides, that her attacks are ineffec- 
| tual, or at leaſt ſoon repairs any breaches ſhe has 
made; and to fay that divers ſtates have been 
X overthrown by the violence of fortune, is ſo far 
from being true, that no great empire was ever 


et deſtroyed, but the very cauſes of its ruin may 
e traced out in its hiſtory ſeveral years before it 


* 


And if it is aſked how it came to paſs, that ſo 


many commonwealths and monarchies have been 


ſubverted, the anſwer is eaſy ; they did not ſink 


own miſgovernment. 


But to come to particulars, and to examine 


into the original of theſe various miſchiefs which 
have diſturbed government, whence is it that there 
have been factions in a ſtate? In commonwealths 
it was becauſe they did not hold a ſtrict hand over 


their great ones, and took no care to keep out 


corruption : hereupon the manners of the common 
people were depraved, and they followed thoſe 
whom they thought moſt willing and moſt able to 
ſupport them in their vices; and this firſt divided 
Rome, In a monarchy, parties thus took their riſe ; 
either the prince was weak, unable to exert the - 
regal authority, and ſo private men grew upon 
him, and not being in a condition to ſuppreſs 
both, he was compelled to court firſt one and 
then the other ſide, as his neceſſities required, 
himſelf nouriſhing that diſeaſe, which, in the end, 


> waſted his power; or, if he had falſe cunning, 


and meditated in his mind to overthrow the laws, 
underhand he encouraged parties, kept them 
equally poiſed, and ſuffered them to conſume their 
ſtrength one againſt the other, in hopes they 


ſhould be both fo impaired by their mutual 


ſtrivings, 
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14 Peace at Home, 
ftrivings, as to be unable to give him oppoſition; 


and thus to become maſter of the whole at laſt. * 
Whence came it that countries have been ruined 
by not conſulting national intereſt ? Either the 
Prince himſelf had bad deſigns, or, not being en- 


dowed with royal virtues, and deſtitute of wiſ- 
dom he committed the adminiſtration of his af- 


fairs to unſkilful or corrupt hands. 
Whence was it, that affecting arbitrary rule has 
fo often thrown this kingdom into civil wars? 
The fault lay in the judges, who wreſted law, and 
made it ferve the turns of power, and in the mi- 
niſters, who did not perform their duty in repre- 
ſenting to the Prince the danger of ſuch meaſures. 
For whence have ariſen thoſe ſchiſms by which 
the church has been ſo often rent afunder, but 
from negle&, or unſkilfulneſs, in the general ad- 
miniſtration? From neglect, when the temple 
was ſuffered to be W by the licentious 
living, the pride, ignorance and vices of the 
clergy, which might induce many to ſeparate 


from ſuch whoſe lives they thought were a blemiſh 


to their doctrine. From unſkilfulneſs, when the 


government has believed, that diſeaſes of long 
"be could admit of a ſudden cure, that, to 
ſharp humours, it was better to apply corroding 


medicines than lenitives, and that perſecution was 


the only way of reclaiming nonconformiſts from 
their errors. 
What has moſt frequently been the cauſe of 


publick wants, but a complication of miſmanage- 


ments, as well in the prince as in his miniſters ? 
He omitted his part, which was to overlook them, 
and his negligence produced their corruption ; 
they encouraged profuſion, as getting moſt by it, 
and he neglected ceconomy, becauſe it gave him 


_ preſent trouble. In governments ill adminiſtered, 


publick 


e 


. blick wants lead hey nap; Pac 8 
1 5g cloſe after; and when both Sg 
ther, which muſt always be the . a” IN. then 
E 1 is ruin near at hand. 
Which way ſoever we look, when any ching has 
| "i cen out of order in a ſtate, generally ſpeaking, 
| the miſchief did proceed from ſome omiſſion in the 
I 9 © executive power, either from above, or from 
1 62 below z when vice abounds, the laws againſt it are 
not put in execution; when impiety and irreligion 
prevail, they have not been ſufficiently diſcounte- 
nuanced; when there is an uncommon decay =_ 
trade, it is either not encouraged, or not bc i 
pP hen the law is tedious and expenſive, ſome great _ 
Corruption has been ſuffered to creep into the 
2X S courts of juſtice; in naval matters, when 
9 F conduct and courage are wanting, negligence and 
2 cowardice have met with too much impunity. 
Thus, in theſe inſtances, and in many others, 
which have been ever the ſubjects of complaint, 
ds at firſt they were derived from a bad, ſo they 
5 ; nay to be corrected by a better adminiſtration of 
It has been obſerved long ago, that to have but 
few laws is the mark of a wiſe people; of which 
| perhaps the true meaning may be, that a wiſe 
people will be wiſely governed, and that, in a wiſe 
$ government, the executive power proceeds ſo well, 
zs not to be compelled, at every turn, to call upon 
1 ” the legiſlature for aſſiſtance. 
Some countries have proſpered many years, 
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© 1 | f both in war and peace, without any written laws at 
All; and the greateſt part of the known world was 
— ſo long ruled without them, that the word law 
5 lin the ſenſe now uſed) is no where to be found in 
Heſiod, or in Homer. Perhaps it may be ſaid, 
that! in elder times the nature of man was not ſo 
depraved 


93 — Boys — 
— 2 ů —— — 
— ks — 


. — — 
— . —½w1—2: + oe er 


2 A * 
T's . N 9 * 1 * * 
2 — wes 
th, 1 <A 
* * 4 5 
. 0 N 
* . 
2 wt 
* N 4 
61 4 
6.4 Oe 
\ *. Te * 


av WAY href deen ray ind that; as our viewy | 

made laws 2 ſo, as theſe vices. in- 
creaſe, law. muſt, from time to time, be more vo. 9 1 
luminous. 7 


This is an unconteſted truth. But the chic? end 4 : s 
of government is to prevent corruptions, and the 
fewer there are there will be need of fewer laws: 


io that to correct the manners of men does not ſo 


much depend upon the law-makers, as upon thoſe - 3 


who are to execute the laws already made. 
But this will become clearer from an inſtance; 
than by arguing: as for example, the Spartans. 
This people flouriſhed in courage, policy, military _ 
diſcipline, and all other virtues, 70 long as they _ 
ſtrictly obſerved the laws and model 8 F govern- 


ment preſcribed to them by Lycurgus, from 


TH OY deviated very little for near 700 years ; 
ich time th were the terror and admi- 
— — 5 f all Greece. is laws were no more than 


What every citizen could repeat and bear in me- 


mory, and yet they e to carry on a better 
publick adminiſtration than was ever known: nor 


can it be alledged that this model was at firſt ſo 


rfect as to want no correction in after- times, for 
would be to attribute more to him than to 
Moſes, a law-giver divinely inſpired; but the 
truth rather is, that a few laws, well obſerved, 
may be ſufficient for the rule of any country. 
Indeed this objection lies, that he baniſhed riches 


from his commonwealth ; that from great riches 


ſpring up luxury, ſtrife, ambition, intemperance, 
murtfier, treaſons, and all other vices and crimes 
againſt which laws are pointed; that a ſmall coun- 
try, whoſe manners plenty has not corrupted, 1s 
eaſily kept to its old conſtitutions, and. ſeldom 
ſtands in need of new reſtraints or curbs; but that, 


in large empires, and rich ſoils, {till more mags 4 


and War Abroad. 17 


by trade or other acquiſitions, and where vice in- 
creaſes as wealth augments, there new emergencies 
will daily ariſe, that, from time to time, require 
freſh exertions of the legiſlative power. | 
To all which this anſwer may be given, That it 
is not impoſſible to make wealth and virtue con- 
fiſt together: it has been ſeen in particular in- 
ſtances : ſeveral private men have been both rich 
and virtuous : a wiſe man brings this about by 
ſuppreſſing his appetites and paſſions : if it is to 
be done by a ſingle perſon, why, by general wil- 
dom in thoſe who goyern, is not the ſame to be 
compaſſed in a whole commonwealth, which is 
but a great body, compoſed of many individuals? 
why cannot the publick do that in the ſtate, which 
n aa ſingle man may do within himſelf ? if the laws 
dare an unequal match for vice, to what purpoſe 
l- ” are they made? But this can never be aſſerted 
n while a ſtate ſubſiſts; therefore, when vice is not 
e- © ſuppreſſed, it is by reaſon that the laws are not 
er put in execution. . | 
or All the great nations that we read of, as ſoon as 
fo they perceived that, either by conqueſt, foreign 
or traffick, or by means of their own product, 
to wealth flowed in among them, they made early 
he proviſion to reſtrain, by wholeſome laws, the two 
d, oppoſite vices, avarice and luxury, wherewith 
mighty empires labour, and which, as Porcius 
es Cato ſaid, prove at laſt their ruin. © Diverſis 
es duobus vitits, avaritia & luxuria civitatem labo- 
ce, rare: quæ peſtes omnia magna imperia everte- 
nes runt.” And while thoſe conſtitutions remain in 
1n- force, the commonyealth continues uncorrupted; 
is but when this adminiſtration is ſlackened, the 
om people run into thoſe exceſſes by which their go- 
at, vernment is at laſt deſtroyed. 
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18 Peace at Home, 


As well in great, as in leſs dominions, ſo long 

as old laws are maintained in their full force, vice 

5 will get ſo little ground, that new ones will be 

ji ſeldom wanted. It is certain when new diſtempers 

= ſhow themſelves, freſh remedies muſt be applied, 

but ſuch emergencies rarely happen in a ſtate well 

governed; for the ſame Cato, in a ſpeech before 

the ſenate, reckons up but three inſtances, down to 

160 his time, wherein recourſe Was had to the legiſla- 

's 0 ture to animadvert upon F 

| luxuries of Rome, to wit, in the Licinian, the 

| Cincian and Oppian laws : with ſo much care and 
wiſdom were their affairs adminiſtered. 

And this Oppian law is a proof how ſtrictly 
their executive power proceeded. It was made 
to reſtrain the exceſſes of their women in jewels 
and apparel, but it was not like the ſumptuary 
laws in England and other countries, forgotten as 
ſoon as enacted ; for though it had been eſtabliſhed 
in the heat of the ſecond Punic war, while the 
ftate was poor, and though it almoſt levelled, in 
their dreſſes, the prime matrons with the vulgar, 
yet none preſumed to break it : but the female 
| ſex, not brooking this ſeverity when wealth 
= abounded, were ſtill compelled to apply to the 
i tribunes of the people, that the conſtitution 

might be abrogated ; which was done accordingly, 

though much againſt the ſenſe of Cato, who ſaw 
furthcr than the reſt of the ſenate, and without 
doubt knew how much the repealing of one good 
law impaired the authority of all the reſt. 
When the publick 1s out of order, ſtate empi- 
ricks preſcribe new laws ; but, as much phyſick 
deſtroys the natural, ſo too many of theſe remedics 
hurt the political conſtitution ; and, as the bodies 
of men are beſt maintained in health, by exerciſe, 
wholeſome diet, and a good regimen in living, ſo 


ſtatas 
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ſtates are preſerved by active motions in the mini- 
ſterial power, b wiſe and honeſt councils, and 
by keeping all the diſtinft members of the com- 
monwealth to a juſt performance of their duty. 
As much phyſick viciates the blood, ſo a mul- 
tiplicity of laws depraves the manners of the peo- 
le, and makes them loſe that jreverence to the 
publick, without which government cannot long 
ſubſiſt; for they are apt to believe their conſtitu- 


tion itſelf very imperfect, when it wants ſo often 


to be mended. If it is faulty, it is a ſecret with 
which the vulgar ſhould never be made acquainted, - 
leaſt they take in hand to give it a better form, 
who incline to think they have a right to inter- 


meddle, when, above, all is out of order. But 


nothing can be a plainer evidence that it has ma- 


terial faults, than when the multitude fee the le- 


giſlature ſo frequently called upon to correct its 
errors. TS 


It is reſpect that ſuſtains empire, and enables a 


few to rule the many; but this reſpect is loſt 


when opinion ceaſes of the few being grave, wiſe, 
conſtant, and almoſt infallible, for ſo, in their 
proceedings, they ſhould be thought ; but when 
they ſhew marks of lightneſs, that the reſult of 


ol - . D 
their councils is ſuch as muſt ſoon be altered; 


that their wiſdom is not ſtrong enough to root out 


any miſchief all at once, but are forced to pull at 
it a ſecond, a third time, and yet fail at laſt; that 
miſgovernment increaſes as faſt as the laws to pre- 
vent 1t are increaſed, the people begin to deſpiſe 
both the legiſlative and the miniſterial authority; 
and this contempt produces factions, murmur, 
diſobedience, ſedition, and perhaps, in the end, 


à total ſubverſion of the ſtate. 


Government is never upon a right foot, but 


when the ſanctions of the legiſlature are ſo ſacred, 


C 2 that 
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that it becomes hard to judge who are moſt afraid, 
the people to break the laws, or the miniſterial 
power not to put them in execution: but to be 
thus venerable, they muſt not be enacted upon 
every ſlight ſuggeſtion, nor repealed with the ſame 
levity; they muſt be few and effectual, eſteemed 
from their weight, and not their number. 
It is evident beyond all diſpute, that, in ſtates 
ill adminiſtered, where the feweſt laws are ob- 
ſerved, they abound molt ; not that their corrup- 
tions require more, but their corruptions are the 
cauſe that ſo few are put in execution. And thus 
a languiſhing commonwealth, uneaſy with its di- 
ſtempers, applies to law-makers for relief, but 
either quite throws away the remedies, or uſes 
them ſo ſhort a time that the peccant humours 
cannot be carried off, and growing worſe and 
worſe, calls out ſtill for freſh preſcriptions, which 
are all to no purpoſe, it being impoſſible to cure 
thoſe who will neither take the phyſick directed, 
nor yet alter their courſe of diet. 
| But a government, conducting itſelf with equity, 
| i courage and wiſdom, will rarely ſtand in need of 


TH Ut: 


| | theſe phyſicians, and ſo order the whole buſineſs 
of of the publick, as to make it an equal matter of 
1 wonder among the people, to have a new law 
1 made, or to ſee an old one broken. 


All which a good adminiſtration may bring 
about, by giving an early check to corruption and 
abuſes, as they are ſeen to rife within the com- 
monwealth ; or where they have already a large en- 

trance, by drawing down the laws with all their 
force upon them. It is indeed leſs difficult to 
keep a right eſtabliſhment from declining, than to 
work order out of confuſion, to eradicate vices 
that have been fixed many years, or to make thoſe 
capable of a wiſe and ſteady rule, who have wp 
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ſo long miſgoverned, that perhaps the majority, 
through intereſt or inctination, begin to like it. 
In either of theſe caſes, be the affairs of the 
publick upon a good, or a bad foot, the aſſiſtance 
of the legiſlature will, from time to time, be 


wanting to keep what ſtands upright from warping, 


. N * 
and to ſtraiten what is crooked. The nature of 


man leans more to vice than virtue; to ſuppreſs 
one, and promote the other, 1s the aim of laws, 
and the proper buſineſs of the legiſlature, which, 


when the commonwealth is diſtempered, muſt pre- 


ſcribe either purging or reſtoring medicines, but 


not ſo frequently that the body politick ſhall live 


upon this phyſick, and that ſtrong cordials and 
high reſtoratives muſt become its only food and 


* 


But though the conſtitution of a ſtate may be ſo 
impaired, by time and accidents, that it can no 
longer ſtand, unleſs it is often mended and propt 
up, now in one part and then in another, yet it 


does not ſeem impoſſible but that a government 


may at leaſt be ſo well managed, that the legiſlature 
ſhall not be neceſſitated to take upon itſelf, in a 
manner, all the executive power, and be compelled 


to interpoſe in the whole adminiſtration of affairs. 


No doubt there can be nothing more dangerous 
than to mingle theſe two authorities, which, in a 
well- formed model, are in their nature ſo diſtinct, 
and cannot be confounded together without an en- 


tire change of the conſtitution; as for example, 


that of England is called a limited monarchy, but 
if the executive power aſſumes an authority to 


make laws, it then degenerates into tyranny : on 


the other hand, if the buſineſs of the ſtate is always 
ſo miſmanaged, that there lies a neceſſity upon 1 5 
legiſlature to do what properly belongs to the exe- 
cutive power, the government muſt in time become 


2 ariſtocratical, 
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22 Peace at Home, 


ariſtocratical, though here it would be moſt likely 
JJ 
Howevet, ſuppoſe this confuſion might be con- 
timed without hazard to the crown, which ſeems 
in the higheſt degree improbable, yet it brings ſo 
many difficulties upon princes, and their people, 
that it is with the utmoſt care to be avoided. _ 
In the natural body, the head does not walk, 
the hands digeſt, or the ſtomach think, but each 
member has its proper and ſeparate performances. 
It is the ſame in a ſtate well regulated, whereof all 
the parts that compoſe it have their diſtin& and 
peculiar functions. Sovereigns, in their legiſlative 
capacity, with the other parts wager gp the le- 
giflature, ordain; what has been, or is, from time 
to time, thus ordained, they, their miniſters and 
officers, put in execution; and when, to all this 
the people give due obedience, the commonwealth 
r Z 
But in a ſtate whoſe affairs are out 6f order, all 
this proceeds quite otherwiſe ; the legiſlature can- 
not conſult maturely for the publick in making 
laws, by reaſon their time is wholly taken up with 
_ enquiries, and in performing that which ſhould have 
been done by others; and the miniſterial authority, 
terrified by a ſuperior power, retnains aſtoniſhed and 
unactive, and having given offence by doing, or 
by being thought to do amiſs, thinks to atone by 
doing nothing. In the mean while good princes, 
who defire to pleafe their people, are uncertain 
how much of the executive power they ſhall leave 
to the legiſlature, how far they ſhall a& them- 
felves, and how much may be committed to their 
miniſters : and what does this uncertainty pro- 
duce, but an adminiſtration both impotent and 
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But it may be aſked, are the lav- makers to ſit 
ſtill and fee a country ruined ? If trade in general 
is neglected, or if any branch of it is not national, 
but deſtructive, are not they to take care it may 
be ſet upon a better foot? Does it not belong to 
them to puniſh abuſes and corruptions in the 


courts of juſtice? Are they not to reform im- 


ety, ſuperſtition, and vices, that creep into the 
doctrine and practice of the church? If the 
publick treaſure is waſted or embezzled, are not 
they to examine into and redreſs this grievance ? 
If the diſcipline of the navy, by former miſma- 
nagement and negligence, has been corrupted, 
does it not import them to put it in a righter me- 
thod ? If the honor and ſafety of the realm has not 
been conſulted or regarded in the adminiſtration at 
home, or in treaties and alliances abroad, are not 


they to interpoſe with ſounder and better counſels ? 


Laſtly, Are not they to ſee that the miniſters of 
ſtate perform their reſpective duties, and, from 
time to time, to call ſuch of them to an account, 
whoſe conſtant meaſures and proceedings denote 
them to be negligent, unſkilful, or corrupt ? 

No doubt all this, and ſeveral more points here 
omitted, are the proper objects of the legiſlative 
care and wiſdom, which 1s to intervene with its 
authority, as the matter requires, not only with 
repreſentations and advices to the throne, but by 
offering new laws, when the fault or miſgovern- 
ment can be mended no other way. 

But the queſtion will be, how far frequent ex- 
ertions of this power are prudent, ſafe, and con- 
ſiſtent with the nature of the conſtitution ? and 
whether moſt of the errors in a ſtate may not be 
redreſſed, though the law-makers do no more than 


ſuch a general inſpeftion may not be as effectual 
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towards reſtoring order and good government; as 
for the legiſlature to take upon itſelf the endleſs 
trouble of doing that which ſhould be done by 
others? | | r 
When the law- makers tranſact the whole buſi- 
neſs of a ſtate, for what can the miniſters be ac- 
countable ? or, when the executive power ſtands 
divided between miniſters and one part of the 
conſtitution, is not the match very unequal ? 
What courage can private men have to act in ſuch 
a partnerſhip ? and muſt they not rather leave all 
to their management, who, collectively conſidered, 
are ſo much ſuperior to them? If all is left to 
them (as cautious ſtateſmen muſt think it their in- 
tereſt to do, when the legiſlature ſeems to deſire it) 
then, as has been ſaid before, the conſtitution is 
in danger of becoming ariſtocratical. But the 
_ caſe moſt commonly happens to be, that they do 
ſome things themſelves, leaving others to the mi- 
niſters of ſtate, without declaring which ſhall be 
their part, and which not: from whence follows 
a making good of the old adage, that no body 
minds what is every body's buſineſs, and between 
them the general adminiſtration is neglected. 
| The great officers of a kingdom are rewarded 
with precedence, honors, power, and the lawful 
profits of their employments ; for all which it is 
but fit they ſhould proportionably labour in the 
ſervice of the publick. If they are allowed to 
enjoy theſe benefits, and the law-makers muſt un- 
dergo the whole f and trouble of government, 
the condition of miniſters would be happy; but 
yet happier, if they are not accountable, as in 
reaſon they ought not to be, when others take in 
hand the buſineſs wich belongs to them. 
Hut this could never be intended in any wiſe 
_ conſtitution. That of Engl: nd has annexed high 
« | | honours | 
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onours and large emoluments to the reſpective 
Functions of the miniſterial power, and has given 
Wo each diſtinct authorities, of which doubtleſs the 
meaning muſt have been, that the ſtate might 


affairs of government were miſmanaged. 


* 


1 A now whom particularly to call upon, when the 


It is a fundamental maxim here, that male-ad- 
iniſtration ſhall not excuſe itſelf by pleading the 


prince's directions, pleaſure or command, who can 


do no wrong; and it is full as reaſonable to take 
from miniſters all occaſions and pretences to throw 


the blame of what goes amiſs upon any other part 


f 


© 


mander, ſo, perhaps, it may not become the gra- 


of the conſtitution : nor can it be wiſe to let the 
people know that any part of the ſupreme power is 


capable of committing frequent errors. 

But great aſſemblies expoſe themſelves to the 
danger of often erring when they go out of their 
legiſlative capacity, and engage in the ſubtle and 

minute intricacies of the executive power, where 

all the corrupt members of the ſtate think it their 


intereſt to miſlead them, and obſtruct their endea- 


vours, that ſuch good intentions for the publick 


may at laſt be defeated, as generally they are in 
the concluſion, after much time has been loſt, 


Which might have been employed in matters of 
kcal uſe and ſervice to the commonwealth. 


However, the adminiſtration happens ſometimes 
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and wiſdom of the le e to engage in 1 
Sen trivial buſineſs of the 

When the perſons of men, oy their crimes, are 
grown too big for the laws in their common Wu 9 3 
to deal with, or when they to whom the manage. f 7 
ment of affairs is committed neglect their duty, o 
betray their truſt, chen is the proper ſeaſon hn 1 
tha legiſlature to exert itſelf, upon which the im. 

tation of aſſuming the executive power can 
never be fixed, while it undertakes no more then 
to intermeddle with what is either omitted, or with 
what is too ftrong to be encountered by the ws 3 
ordinate parts of government. 4 

And the ſeldomer it is made uſe of, the more 
venerable this authority becomes; whereas, when ; 
the people are as much accuſtomed to it as they . 
are to the common exerciſe of other powers, its _ 

uiries, attempts to reform, complaints and ac- 
cuſations, are looked upon as things of courſe, 
and, from their frequency, grow not to be re- 

ed by thoſe who would maintain, and not be 

awful to ſuch as would invade the conſtitution. | 

The legiſlature beſt preſerves its weight when it 
attacks but one crime or one miſmanagement at 
once: it preſerves its weight, becauſe, in this 
conflict againſt a ſingle opponent, it may, and in- 
deed always does prevail; whereas it runs the ha- 
zard of being foiled and defeated, when it goes 
about to contend with a multitude of enemies. 4 

And in ſuch ſingle attempts, of firſt mending 
one thing and then another, it interferes leſs with _ | 
the executive power, of which every part, either 
through fear, or through caution, is at a ſtand, | 
when the whole adminiſtration is in a manner 
queſtioned. | 

To apply to the has, and to call upon the 


miniftry for redreſs of errors in the ſtate, to com- 
— mit 


# 
t'# 3 
* 


in it to the government's care whatever it is able to : 
mpass, to help its omiſſions by advices or new | 
s when wanted, to think of mending by de- 
ees, and not with ſuch haſte as cannot ſucceed y 
e. P leave no fault, vice or crime unconquered, 
or Then once aſſaulted, and to exert itſelf but upon 
Treat occaſions, are, perhaps, the true methods of 
Freſerving to the legiſlative authority that due re- 
ppect from the multitude, without which it is im- 
poſſible to keep a free country from running into 
he abſolute dominion of a ſingle perſon,  - 
Let miniſters behave themſelves with all ima- 
"pinable integrity, let them be eaſy of acceſs, 
Fourteous, willing to do good offices, ready to 
advance merit, faithful to the prince, vigilant for 
the Rate, and careful of the people, yet there is 
till fomething in eminent power ſo hated, feared or 
 Envied, that they can never act in ſuch a manner 
ſe, but they muſt have many enemies: if they are 0 
active, they diſpleaſe thoſe who love pleaſure more 
Than buſineſs ; if they are frugal for the country, 
they are not liked at court : their care of the 
people is called affecting popularity; for their 
good offices they are ſcarce thanked by thoſe that 
taſte the benefit, who are apt to think they deſerve 
more, and they are forced to diſappoint far a 
greater number than 1t 1s within their ſphere to 


gratify. 125 

But, not to contemplate the diſtinct ſtations of 
reat men, let us conſider a whole government 
together in its executive capacity. It is the duty 


» At 
92 
n 
28 
* 
5 
5 


er of ſuch as fit at helm to root out vice, to take care 
d. A hat furious zeal may commit no outrage, and 

Anat ſuperſtition may get no entrance; to puniſh 
immoralities, to ſee that the prince may not be ſe -— 
ne eretly deceived nor openly plundered, to reſtrain 
n. luxury, to hinder parties from hurting one another 
ut RE or 


28 Peace at Home, | 
or the publick, to countermine againſt the dark MN 
workings of ambition, and to rule with ſuch wiſ. 
dom, that neither plenty nor wants my beget 

much 


be diſpleaſed 3 | 


1 


diſobedience in the people; all which, an 
more, is the buſineſs of a ſevere, ſteady, and right 


management. 


But muſt not the doing all this contract man 
enemies? If W. are ill conducted, the good will 
well, the bad are diſcontented; 
ſo that it is impoſſible to govern in ſuch a manner, 


but there muſt be a great number who will cenſure 
the management of affairs: beſides, the ſtate is 
never without ſome who may be called wanton ene- 


mies, who hurt it without malice, by reaſon they 


have nothing elſe to do, and becauſe to find fault 
is the moſt pleaſant ſubject wit can work upon, 


and a never- failing matter for diſcourſe. 


O | = 
That authority ſhould be thus maligned, in 
whatever hands it is lodged, may not one of the 
cauſes be, that we retain ſome thoughts of that 
equality wherein the race of men were placed in 
the free ſtate of nature? that by ſubmitting to 
laws, and the rules of ſociety, man is inclined to 
think he has not ſo diveſted himſelf of his natural! 
right, but that there ſtill remains a claim, which 
he ſeems to put in when he finds fault with ſuch as 
are above him. e £ 
From whence ſoever it proceeds, it is evident 
that, at all times, the exerciſe of power has been 
accompanied not only with the envy, but often 
with the hatred of thoſe whom fortune has placed 
in a lower degree; all which they ſhould bear 
without repining, who, to enjoy the profits and 
titles which follow power, are contented to be the 


ſlaves of buſineſs. 


But the legiſlature, whoſe ſervice to the publick 
is voluntary, and attended with no recompence, 
| | except 


> 
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what they ſuffer. 77 5 0 
"XZ There is nothing more natural, than for the 
commonalty to love their own repreſentatives, 

and to reſpe& that authority, which, by the con- | 
ſtitution, was eſtabliſhed to protect their civil a 
rights; and yet the parliament in 1640 is an in- 
ſtance, that when the Houſe of Commons took 

upon themſelves the whole adminiſtration of af- ; 
fairs, the people grew as weary of them as they 

had formerly been of ſtate miniſters, and, when 


began to complain of their proceedings, queſtion 
their privileges, and arraign their authority; for 
when collective bodies take in hand ſuch affairs as 
1 were wont to be tranſacted by private men, man- 
- > kind is apt to ſuſpect they may be liable to thoſe 
it © partialities, errors, or corruptions, of which par- 
n ticular perſons may be accuſed in their manage- 
ment; fo that it is poſſible for aſſemblies to be- 
come unpopular, as well as miniſters of ſtate. 
But had that parliament (which was indeed 
driven into a variety of enquiries, by numberleſs & 
errors, corruptions, and neglects in the admini- 
ſtration) proceeded by degrees, and reformed one 
abuſe after another, without embracing too much 
at once, they had not overthrown the itate as they 
did, and they had given diſtaſte to none but the 
very criminals upon whom they animadverted in 
their enquiries and complaints; and when this 5 
courſe is taken, ambitious and deſigning men 
will never have it in their power to ſhake the 
people in their affections to the Houſe of Com- 
mons. | 


I When 


1408 


ſulting and compaſſing his own ſafety. 


the contract is broken, into which he entered fo 
the benefit of ſociety ; that they who, by their con. 
duct, ſhew themſelves to be no ſtronger nor wiſe ® 
than he is, have no right to command him; that 
he is returned into the full liberty his progenitors 
enjoyed in the free ſtate of nature, and that he 
may act for himſelf, and take all the ways of con. 


And probably from hence it is, that, unde 5 
looſe and weak adminiſtrations, all degrees, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt of the 15 will be 


e bk ſtateſmen ; and the vulgar, growing from time to. 
10 | time ſtill more inquiſitive, cenſorious and turbu. 


lent, it becomes at laſt very difficult to keep then 
within the bounds of duty to their rulers. 


which leads them to fly for refuge to thoſe whot 
peared upon the ſtage of buſineſs. But when thei 


when there are few or no faults in the executive 


affairs is found and perfect. 
SECT. 


In this uneaſy condition they ſuſpect and hate 
that miniſtry whereof they have had experience, 


vices lie concealed, becauſe they have not yet ap- 


clamours have produced a change of hands, find- 
ing themſelves no better than they were, they com- 
plain vn, being full of jealouſies and diſcontents. - 
And all this is the rhatter out of which wicked and 

ambitious men create factions in kingdoms and 
commonwealths; and from hence parties are 
formed, who become inſignificant and unregarded * 


power, that is, when the general adminiſtration af 
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SE C r. XIV. 
Of Miniſters of State. 


with kill : © Multa quæ impedita natura ſunt, 
Conſilio expediuntur.” To reſtore order in a ſtate 
where all has been in confuſion, vigilance in the f 
publick where its buſineſs is uſed to be neglected, 
. Ztrugality where oppoſite courſes have been thought 
moſt politick, and probity among thoſe who are 
long accuſtomed to corruption; or, to lead ſuch 
into the plain ways of honeſty and truth, whoſe 
experience and dexterity is more verſed in wrong 
> to. than in right meaſures; to ſuppreſs faction in a 
country where moſt of the great men, for many 
em years, have known no other road to honor and - 
preferments; to reconcile parties, when perhaps 
boch think it their intereſt to remain divided, one 7 
> fide aiming to engroſs all, and to exclude rivals in | - 
the preſent juncture, and the other ſide deſiring 
ap- likewiſe, in their turn, to have no competitors, 
rconceiving vaſt hopes from the future condition 
nd. of things; to bring affairs ſo embroiled into a 
om. better poſture, is, without doubt, very difficult; 
but who can pretend it is out of the reach of hu 
man wiſdom, ſince there are inſtances, and not 


As I have noted before, parties, far more ex- 
aſperated againſt one another than ours can be, 

dd when the ſword of civil war had been un- 
J. „ ſheathed 
I 
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ſheathed for near 40 years, were reconciled i in L 5 
France by Henry the fourth, a king roughly bred 
in camps, a ſtranger to the ſkill of courts, and wo 
had not the natural parts which ſhined in his im. 1 
mediate predeceſſor Henry the third, and none , 
that dark cunning which lurked in the ſubtle head © 
of Lewis the eleventh ; but heaven had bleſſed him 
with what was much better, a mind nobly e, 
full of virtuous thoughts and render inclinations | 
N. —bags his people. Fa 
The deep reaches of So 0 much apple 
in ſome kings, have generally tended more to the 
hurt than good of human kind: in thoſe dark ; 
caverns and receſſes of the brain are often forget 8 
the chains of bondage; and as, in relation to 
private men, honeſty will in the end be a 
found the beſt policy, in the ſame manner, as to 
princes, true honeſty ought to be accounted the N 
ſublimeſt part of wiſdom. 4 
Machiavel obſerves, that they are very much 
miſtaken who are apt to cry, when princ:s have 3 
created in the people an opinion of their prudence, 
that the excellencies of their own nature are not 
to be thanked for this, but that it is owing to the 
good councils of thoſe who are about them; 
whereas, ſays he, it is an infallible rule, that 2 
prince who has no wiſdom of his own, can never bell 
well adviſed, and that good councils proceed ra- 
ther from- the wiſdom of the prince, than the 
prince's wiſdom from the goodneſs of his councils. 2 
This obſervation holds yet truer in E gland 
than perhaps in other countries. France had 3 
ſteady and wiſe management of affairs under 2 
weak prince, Lewis the thirteenth, who at laſt com. 
mitted the whole adminiſtration; ſucceſſively, to 
the cardinals Richlieu and Mazarine, and cheſe 
indeed ruled the kingdom. But among us, no“! 
. 1 95 cone 


S Wh 
e 2 
S 825 


">; ' 
8 7 


and War Abroad. 33 


one inſtance can be given, that things have been 
well adminiſtered in the realm, when the Sovereign 
was defective in thoſe abilities of the mind which 


* 


are requiſite for empire. | 
The reaſon whereof is obvious to any who con- 
ſider the nature of our government, and of its 
people. A free country, and men jealous of their 
liberties, can never brook that the Irince ſhould 
be engroſſed by any one perſon. Whoever pre- 
tended to take upon himſelf this poſt, and to be a 
miniſter without aſſociates in authority, has always 
been unfortunate. Wolſey, as peradventure he 
was the ableſt man we ever had for ſuch a ſtation, 
fo he held it the longeſt, and yet he ſunk at laſt 
under the weight of being a ſingle miniſter. 
Therefore, ſince the form of this conſtitution, 
and temper of the people, ſeem to require, that 
the council by which the affairs of ſtate are go- 
verned ſhould conſiſt of more than are conſulted 
in an abſolute dominion, and fince many muſt 


here participate in the derivative power, if Princes 
are not endowed with faculties to judge amidſt 


theſe numbers, they will be ever at a loſs. 
Even where all have the ſame right intentions 


co the ſtate, and the ſame ardour in the Prince's 


ſervice, ſtill, among ſeveral heads, there will be 


variety of opinions, and it muſt be a good judg- 
ment tiat can determine, which of divers advices 
is the belt. 


But ſome of our Princes heretofore have been ſo 


2 untortunate, that their very miniſters were di- 
"2X vided, which always happened to be the caſe 
2 when there were parties in the kingdom; and 
then to ſteer a true courſe was yet more difficult, 
= and it required a quick eye to ſee which councils 
were ſuggeſted by his ambition who gave them, 
= his own intereſt, corruption or intemperate zeal, 
Vor. V. D | or 
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or which were the reſult of long experience, per- | 
fect wiſdom, and real affection to the publick, 


eſpecially becauſe it is not hard for great parts 
and flowing eloquence fo to clothe falſhood, that 
it hall appear as fair as truth itſelf. _ F 
Among the great ones, to keep intemperate zeal 
within bounds, to curb their wes. Enron to ſee that 
their ſelfiſh deſigns and the corrupt ends they 
drive at, may not prejudice the commonwealth, 
ſo to countenance the good, that they may be able 
to vver- rule the bad in all debates and conſulta- 


tions, and to bring different intereſt and oppoſite 


opinions to concur in promoting what is tor the 
general advantage of the whole, is indeed not an 
eaſy taſk. © And for Princes to be ſerved by a ſet 


of men without faults, is (as Machiavel obſerves) 7 


impoſſible; for man will be bad, unleſs he is com- 
pelled to be good by ſome neceſſity.” 

But Sovereigns impoſe this acceſilty of being 
good upon their miniſters and councillors, when 
they themſelves are ſo, and this royal goodneſs is 
a light that will guide them through all the moſt 
hard and darkeſt parts of government, eſpecially 
when to it are joined the help and grace of God, 
who never fails to aſſiſt ſuch of his vicegerents, 
here on earth, as tread in the ſteps of piety and 
virtue, unleſs at certain ſeaſons, when his divine 
providence thinks fit to ſcourge a wicked people, 
by laying afflictions on a virtuous Prince. | 

Diſſimulation, breach of faith, when it ſerves a 
turn, the arts of extorting treaſure from the 
wretched ſubjects, or undermining them in their 
liberties, with what elſe bad Kings and their flat- 
terers have called high wiſdom, are far from being 
the right ſupports of empire ; and for the good 
government of a free country, ſuch as is this 
kingdom, no more ſkill, no more policies are re- 
quiſite 
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That gre 
happy reign in the beginning of it, giving proofs, 
at her acceſſion to the throne, that her chief en- 
deavours ſhould be to promote the honour and 
welfare of her country, and to gain the affections 
of her people. | 
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quiſite, than what may be comprehended by a 
woman, as was ſeen in the inſtance of Queen 


Elizabet un. 


— .. 


at Princeſs laid the foundations of her 


What effect had the fine-ſpun Italian policies 


ſuggeſted to her contemporary neighbour Henry 


SS 


the third of France, by his mother Catharine of 


Medicis, who perſuaded her ſon that his power 


would be ſtronger by keeping up two factions, 
equally poiſed, within his kingdom? Did not all 


theſe arts, and all this falſe ſkill, terminate in the 


ruin of that Prince? Or what effect had the deep- 


laid councils of her other contemporary, Philip 


the ſecond, who impoveriſhed Spain by feeding the 
league, in hopes to get France for his daughter the 


Infanta? Did not this end in his loſing above half 
the Netherlands ? Both Catharine and this Philip 
are celebrated for great politicians, and yet the 


one ſaw nothing but troubles and civil war during 
her time, and the other, every thing conſidered, 
left his dominions in a far worſe condition than he 
found them. 1 

Neither the French Henry, nor Philip of Spain, 
had entered into thoſe deſtructive meaſures, had 


they not preferred their own ambition, and immo- 
derate thirſt after power, above the quiet and hap- 
. panels of their reſpective countries: and theſe in- 
ſtances prove how little there is in theſe ſubtle 


policies or king-craft. Each had it in a large de- 
gree, and yet it miſlead them both; from whence 
may be juſtly argued, that to love their people, 


and to conſult their welfare, is in Princes the 


D 2 higheſt 


parts of wiſdom. 
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* 


higheſt, and carries along with it all the other 
And in a free country, ſuch as England is, 
when Princes, in the beginnings of their reign, 
give apparent proofs that the publick good is the 
chief object of their thoughts, and that their mea- 
ſures and defignments ſhall ſtill center in the caſe 


and happineſs of their ſubjects, it may be ſafely 


concluded, that their hands are ſtrong enough to 
wield the ſcepter, that their natural lights are ſuf- 


ficient, that they have attained to the degrees of 


wiſdom and knowledge which are requiſite for 
empire, and © that they are fit to go out and 


33 


come in before, and to judge this people that is ſo | L 


_— SE 7 
As Queen Elizabeth, by convincing her ſubje&s, 
in the firſt ſtep ſhe made, that her chief glory 7 
ſhould conſiſt in their welfare and proſperity, got 


ſuch credit and power as enabled her to accom- 
Pliſh one of the greateſt works that had ever been 
performed by any Prince, which was to reconcile a 
kingdom divided about religious matters, and 
where the ſtrength in numbers was of both ſides in 
2 manner equal; ſo a Sovereign, in whoſe royal 


mind and thoughts the love of England is deeply, 
rooted, and whoſe own heart is entirely Engliſh, 2 


without doubt will be able, by degrees, to put an 


end to faction and diviſions, and to heal all our 


- preſent breaches. 1 
For they whoſe fortunes, birth, or abilities, 
⁊ive them encouragement to approach the throne, 
and undertake the adminiſtration of affairs, when 
they ſee one placed upon it who is reſolved to pro- 
mote national honour and intereſt, muſt adopt al! 
their councils to this reſolution, and it reduces 
miniſters to = that neceſſity of being good, 
whereof Machiavel ſpeaks. EH ang arp 
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10 fay that men are corrupted in an ill court, is 


by no means true; but now and then it happens 
= ſuch as are but half honeſt enter upon the 
age of buſineſs : theſe indeed, obſerving the ad-. 


XZ vantages with which compleat wickedneſs is at- 


tended in à bad reign, are eaſily perſuaded to lay 
their half hofiefty quite afide, and to become as 


abandoned in their principles and actions, as the 
XZ reſt with whom they have to deal. But the vices 
= of the palace leave no taint at all on him, whoſe 
> virtues are perfect and conſummate; he is as ſound 
when he comes out as when he went in, and come 
bout at laſt he muſt, for his fellowſhip there cannot 
be grateful long. 


Pe , 


Ic is not that the morals of the men of buſineſs 


= are altered in a bad court, but the truth rather 
= ſtems to be, that they bring all their vices and 
cCorruptions with them, and that none repair thi- 
ther, when ill deſigns are upon the anvil, but the 
> worſt perfons, who are then moſt acceptable, and 
indeed fitteſt to carry on miſgovernment. 


On the other hand, when there is a fair proſpect 


: ; 4 that things ſhall be well adminiftered, and that 
there is ſuch a court as is capable of honeſt coun- 
= cils, men of fortune, worth and probity, think it 


proper to make a tender of their ſervice. And 


there can be no truer indication, that the time is 
ſeaſonable for perſons ſo qualified to engage in af- 
fairs of ſtate, than when Princes, by their general 
conduct, ſhew that they are, in no degree, fo ſtu- 
2 dious of enlarging their own regal authority and 
power, as they are careful to promote the intereſt 
of their people, and anxious to advance the honour 
of their country. | 


As theſe meaſures attract and invite the beſt, ſo 


they help to keep the worſt at a fir diſtance from 
the throne, They who are maſters of no other 


8 ſkill 
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{kill than to flatter the preſent. inclinations of the 


Prince, will ſay, what ſhall we do at a court, 
where the Sovereign reliſhes better what is ſound 
and wholeſome, than what is falſe. and pleaſing ? 
They who build all their merit in a = 24 t re-. 
ſignation of themſelves to whatever is commanded, 
will ſay, there 1s no need of ſuch as we are, when 


the Prince deſires to be obeyed in nothing but what 


is convenient; juſt and honourable. 'They who 
are tainted with arbitrary principles, or who can- 
not ſatiate their unbounded ambition in any legal 


government, will ſay, this is no time for us, our 
tricks and ſubtle policies are of no uſe, and out of 


date ; the Sovereign does not like to walk in our 


dark and difficult meandres, but delights in the 
plain road of juſtice and the laws. And ſuch as 


aſp at power, with no other deſign but to be in 
ome ſtation where they may have opportunities to 
rob the publick, may, perhaps, not think it worth 
their while to thruſt themiclves into a court, where 
immoderate gains are no longer to be made, and 


where the Prince is frugal, not by natural temper, 


but in compaſſion to the people. þ 
When they ſee their Sovereign's mind fully bent 


upon reſtoring peace, order and union in a coun- 
try, which is the moſt certain proof that can be 
given of bearing true affection to it, they will thus 
argue among one another: the Prince is reſolved 
to root out faction, our courſe of proceeding is 
therefore to be changed ; let us caſt aſide our pre- 
tended zeal for the publick, and learn to love it in 
good earneſt ; we muſt make no more attempts to 
inflame the multitude, by finding fault where there 


is no occaſion ; when we complain hereafter, let it 
be in order to mend things, and not to remove 
E only to bring ourſclves into their ſtations; 7 
et us not accuſe miniſters, and, when they are 


depreſſed, 
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depreſſed, be more arbitrary, corrupt and rapa- 
cidus than they were, when we are in their poſts, 
and the power is in our hands; it is no longer the 
ſeaſon to think of embroiling the Prince's affairs, 
X to render ourſelves neceſſary; the way now muſt. 
be, to endeavour at riſing in the ſtate by real me- 
nit, and not by popular arts, and by being conſi- 
derable in this or that party; let us rather be diſ- 
engaged from the intricacies, inſincerities, indiſ- 
= cretions and partialities, with which parties are 
commonly attended: the Prince deſigns ſo to rule, 
as not to want the help of either ſide, but will in- 
vite or compel both to make all their thoughts, 
proceedings and councils, center in the publick 
= intereſt ; invite by good government, and compel 
by diſcountenancing all ſuch as ſhall pretend to 
advance themſelves by the numbers, power, and 
= noiſe of factions; let us therefore put an end to 
parties; diviſions muſt ceaſe, that this united 
= ſtrength may make our Sovereign great, powerful, 
= and in a condition to hold the balance of Europe, 
and render the people ſafe and happy at home, 
and formidable to their enemies abroad. 
> Theſe will doubtleſs be the thoughts of ſuch 
who intend to mount upon the ſtage of buſineſs 
under a good and virtuous Prince. They who 
are conſcious of their own imperfections, ' vices 
and incapacity, will either be afraid, or think it 
= impoſſible for them to approach the throne ; and 
ſuch a court, inſtead of corrupting men, renders 
them better than they are by nature, and becomes 
the ſchool of honour and true virtue: ſo that an 
early reſolution of ruling well (which they ſeldom 
1 fail to take, and afterwards purſue, Who indeed 
= cheriſh their people, and love their native country) 
= 5 the certain way for Princes to be ſerved by 
faithful miniſters and able ſtateſmen. — 
=> | ” | D 4 The 
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The ſtruggles of faktion are commonly. for 
power; therefore one way of putting an end to 


them is, ſo to order affairs; that the offices, em. 
ployments and digaities of the ſtate may be th 
rewards of merit, and not the prize of this or that WF: 


party, as it chances to get the upper-hand, fince 
the taking away the matter contended for, is one 
ſtep towards quieting contention ; and it is in fome 


degree removed, when they only are advanced and 


regarded who ſtrive to deſerve well from the 
whole, not they who think it deſert ſufficient -to. 


have walked obſequiouſly under ſuch and ſuch a 
banner. To ſee bad men preferred to high truſts 
has been frequently the cauſe of ſedition, and 
truly, in ſome meaſure, it renders forming of 
Parues unavoidable, by reaſon ſuch as f-ar injuries 


and oppreſſion from wicked / miniſters in power, 


are neceſſitated to joĩ together tor their own pre- 3 
ſervation : but, generally ſpeaking, all degrees of 
men think themſelves ſafe, and acquicice in the 


recompences they ſee beſtowed on virtue and true 


merit. 


And in nations where there happens to be a 
court and country party, there are two ſorts of 
men very unfit to act in affairs of ſtate, either for 

the Prince or people; and yet the perſons here 
meant have, in former times, been by both moſt 
looked upon and truſted, that is, the court liked 7 
thoſe moſt who were fallen under the diſpleaſure 
of the people, and the people had the beſt opinion 

FA who had received the higheſt affronts and 
diſobligations from the court. But there is a vein 7 
of paſſion running through all the actions ang 
councils of ſuch men, which is very prejudicial ta 
the publick, and commonly they are too much 
in anger themſelves to be good authors of peace * 
and concord among others. 


of tho 


Miniſters 7 


„ 
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XZ Miners contribute very much to root out 
action, when their on conduct is without re- 
Iproach; when it manifeſtly appears, by all their 
actions, that they take more care of the common 
intereſt, than to build up their own fortunes; 
when they are not over-greedy for themſelves; 
when they ſhow no endeavours to ehgroſs the 
Prince, or to confine the royal favour” only. to 2 
their own private followers and creatures; when 
they do not ſo much conſider who are their per- 
| ſonal friends, as who beſt love and can beſt ſerve 
the publick ; when they have difintereſted minds, 
clean hands, and ſuch undaunted ſpirits as con- 
ſtantly to purſue what is right, and to avoid what 
> is wrong, without regarding either to pleaſe of 
>= difpleaſe the great or little vulgar, which courage 
ariſes from true ſenſe and ſolid virtue; when they 
= defire to have power and intereſt, rather by their 
proper merits and endowments, than from the 
lation they are in; and laſtly, when they are of 
ſuch a temper that they can, with eaſe and ſatiſ- 
faction, quit thoſe poſts wherein they cannot be 
> of ſervice to the publick, or which they can no 
longer hold with their own honour. When all 
> this becomes viſible, both to thoſe who with them 
ill and with them well, they quickly grow to have 
= fuck weight and authority with the whole people, 
tat the miniſterial part of government begins 50 
do be an over-match for thoſe who would diſturb 
its peace: and ſuch miniſters add ſtrength to the 
Prince, and are a luſtre to the court. "or 
One of the beſt proofs men can give of their 
capacity for the management of great affairs, is 
= when, by their whole conduct, they ſhew thaf 
they hate flattery, and can bear truth: If they do 
= not like the firſt, the ſecond will never be ungrate- 
4 ful to them; for what Machiavel ſays of Princes, 
s may full as well be applied to their miniſters, 
8 That 
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4 ml Peace a Himes ; 
That they . hive no other remed 


terers, thay to let every body underſtand. 


not offended when the truth is told them.” And 
this ſincerity from their true friends, is the only 
antidote to be made uſe of againſt the poiſon that 


is daily poured into their ears by the falſe friends 
and obſequious followers of their fortune. 


They who have well weighed the point will 


haps come to an opinion, that to love flattery is of 
worſe conſequence to — than it can be to 


any Prince: for ſuppoſe a King ſo unfortunate, as 


to hear the truth from none that are about * 


and that he is ſoothed in every wrong meafure by 


' thoſe who hold his . good graces, by no other te-. 
nure than by approving and putting in execution 
all the reſults of his will and pleaſure ; yet, if he 
reigns over a free country, and conſults a Parlia- 
ment, he will, from time to time, be put in mind 


of his dangers, either by the houſe of lords or 
houſe of commons, and through theſe organs will 
be conveyed to him the complaints, the ſenſe, and 
voices of his people. Beſides the hazard, confu- 
ſions, blood-ſhed, and the long train of unforeſeen 
conſequences with which revolutions are attended, 
reſpect and allegiance are all- powerful motives to 
keep ſubjects within the bounds of duty, and to 
2 many things. How much ſhall not be here 
| ed? But moſt certain it is, that the laws 
o God 1nſtruct us to ſuffer a great deal from 
4 — 
But nothing of this holds as to winiſters of ſtate. 
That faithful monitor, the legiſlative authority, is 
by no means obliged to give them warning, or to 
take any pains to hold them back, when they are 


running towards a precipice: in their caſe, the 


law-makers are to correct as judges, and not to 


adviſe as fathers. And though the ſcriptures en- 


join obedience to government in general, which 
includes 


y againſt Me: 
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= includes all che miniſterial officers of the ſtate,, yet 


X this cannot be ſo conſtrued as to imply, that in, 
tee countries the people, by their repreſentatives, 
have not a right to call miniſters to an account, 
and to queſtion their proceedings, or, that the 
ſupreme judicature may not puniſh their offences. 
on the contrary, it is evident that the laws were 
as much intended to preſerve the commonalty 
a gainſt the exceſſes of power, as to keep them 
from hurting one another. EE 


% 


If therefore great men give way to have their 
actions ſmoothed over to them by paraſites with 
their oily tongues, if they love to be applauded in 
all they do, and are impatient of contradiction, 
they muſt be ruined or laſt; they will not 
hear of their failings, inadvertencies, miſtakes and 
wrong meaſures, till their errors are paſt redreſs, 
and till complaints and accuſations come with a 
force which is no longer to be reſiſted: and all this 
is the more unavoidable, becauſe it is not quite 
clear, whether or no God allows the ſubject any 
other remedy for miſgovernment, but to puniſh 
| miniſters for what the Prince has done amiſs, by 
| reaſon it was their duty to adviſe him better.. 
"3 There never was a man born, with ſuch a ſhare 
of natural wiſdom within himſelf, as could conduct 
him, without the help of others, through all the 
= labyrinths of publick buſineſs; and indeed true 
wiſdom does almoſt as much conſiſt of the inven- 
tive, as of the deliberative faculties. A great 
ſſtateſman muſt not only be qualified to judge 
aright, but he muſt be likewiſe able to invent and 
= propoſe what is fit to be done in the arduous. af- 
fairs, and in the new, ſudden, and difficult ęmer- 
gencies of government. In the firſt, his own abi- 
2X ities, if they are very ſtrong, may be a ſufficient. 
= guide; but no fingle head is capable of 9 ; 


4 
5 
. 

1 
1 


E ˙ m.] v —¹ 


2 — 
— ——ͤͤꝛů—ů 


— = —ͤ— 
— . — — 
—— — 


— — 
— et 


bat? 


Ig — — — 
8 — — 
— — 
* 


all gut is cott rehierided in che ſecotid td pire | 9 
Wiſdom, und tô fürnifſi, an His oH pro per 1 
ſtock, alt that 5 Wanted for the full inn” Perfect 
execution of afty conſiderable poſt or employment 
in the commonwealth.” 1 

And whither ſhalt he topalir for the ittticiations, BH 
advices, lights and helps he muſt certainly ftand | HM 
in need of ? Shall it bis to the cortipaniions of his 
ſoft Hours, the aſſbciates of his pleafures, ant that 1 
perfidious band of flatterers which great men ate 
ſeldom without? They will ſay nothing to him 
but what they know pleaſes, and fuits with his 
temper and inclination. If they propoſe, it ſhall "FF 
be what tends to their own, and not to his advati- 
tage: ahd how can they adviſe him whoſe opi- 
nions and ſentiments they are never uſed to com- 
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He therefore who deſires to preſerve power, 
ſhould endeavour to contract ſincere and folid 7 
friendſhips ; atid becauſe they are not eaſily to be 
found in coufts, he ſhould ſeek them elſewhere, 
urchaſe them at any rate, and encourage ſuch as 
e has thus choſen, to tell him truth, and oppoſe 7 
his thoughts and notions : but they can do him 
no ſervice, unleſs they are qualified themſelves 7 
with fach judgments as to be able to diſcern all 
his moſt hidden faults and imperfections. = 
He whoſe fight goes no further than to ſee the 
virtues of a great man, will like all he does, and 
incline his 6wn opinion that way, and helps to 
confirm Him in his errors; whereas he who knows 
his weak fide (and there are none without it) is 

ready armed and prepared to aſſiſt his friend, and 
though much inferior to him upon the whole, yet, 
not hing juſt the ſame weakneſs, may hinder 
this friend from running into many miſtakes and 6 
dangers. 
For 


| „judge within himſelf : 
Þition will of courſe. lead him to 


make ſuch a falſe ſtep that muſt be fatal to him ; 
che matter is now in agitation, he is blind that 
ay, Lam not, and mult endeavour to diſſuade 
him from it; the temper of my friend is too phleg- 
*X matick and cautious, I am not fo wiſe as he is, 
but from nature have more ſpirit and warmth, 


without being raſh, I ſhall therefore lay before 
him, that if he were not quite fo cold and cir- 
cumſpect, it would be better for himſelf and for 


the publick : or, my friend's natural heat carries 


him too far; he weighs the preſent advantages, 
but not the future event of things and councils, 


and becauſe he knows no fear, he thinks there can 

be no danger; I have more experience than he 
has, though his parts are above mine; I have ſeen 
great deſigns defeated by ſmall accidents, and 


hbave known ſmall accidents produce great effects, 


and I will go and try to moderate his heat with 
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Ihey who have friendſhips with ſuch as are in 
* = high poſts, and deſign to do them good, either out 
7 of real love, or in gratitude for kind offices done 


and favours received, proceed in this manner: or, 
if they ſee them det | 

and become reſerved, poſitive, preſumptious, A- 
7 rogant, too much elevated and giddy in the height 
to which they have reached, they ſnew them how 
aunpopular all this will be, and that it is impoſſible 
for. a man to continue great any long time, who 
does not ſtudy to be agreeable to good men, ſince, 
pol neceſſity, in doing well himſelf he muſt dif- 
rr eta 


d and made worſe by power, 


When they have that ſincerity which is required 


dy the ſtrict laws of friendſhip, they inform them 


Which 


r 
S 


* | PE at Home, 


| hk of their meaſures are ill- d, and w 
applauded PE the whole people, that they may be 
encour in what is right, and be di. 
yerted f om * at is wrong. He who believes 
himſelf to be above theſe i 1 and that he 
can always depend upon himſelf, may be ſaid to 
live alone: and as they who retire from the world 
grow by degrees ſavagèe and fantaſtical, and at laf 
to know nothing, ſo they who are too proud to 
take advice are ſure to meet with the ſame ill ef. 
fects of ſolitude, amidſt all their buſineſs, and in 
the throng of a full court; whereas they who fre- 
quently 4 60 ſuch as they know to wiſh them 
well, are not only fortified with their own, but 
reap a benefit on the knowledge and experience 
of others, and thereby they arrive at that true 
wiſdom which is attained, not by reading books, 
but men. 
And thus a ENG who is ſo happy as to 
"have, and who is fo wile as to hear, faithful and 
well-choſen friends, avoids running on thoſe rock 3 


1 9 


And in matters fit to be communic Wy 0 4 
will find information, eaſe, and ſafety, by now and 2 
then conferring with ſome of the ableſt men that 
can be found among thoſe whom modeſty, or pet“ 

haps true wiſdom, has all along kept out of bul-® L : 
neſs. No country is without ſuch a ſort of pe? 
ſons that have no engagements with, or dere. 
de nes 7 


* ; IHE , 1 — 
nd War Abroad 6 


E the publick lead them often to meditate upon all 
its 3 affairs. Theſe” lookers on, generally 
2 ſpeaking, are exempt from thoſe partialities, heats 
and prepoſſeſſions, to which they may be liable 
XZ who are deeply concerned in the game themſelves, 
and whoſe all lies at ſtake ; and the cool and diſ- 
= intereſted advices of ſuch men ſometimes prove 


better helps, and truer lights to a miniſter, than 
he can elſewhere meet with. n.. 
Nothing more conduces to the proſperity of 
X Sovereigns, than to be fortunate in the choice of 
=X thoſe who are to ſerve them; I fay fortunate, by 
Z reaſon that to chooſe well is not always within the 
reach of prudence, becauſe many men have had 
| yices and imperfections which lay quite concealed 
till they were mounted on the ſtage; fo that 
Princes may thank their own good luck, when ſuch 
as they call into the adminiſtration of their affairs 
grow better, and not worſe, in that high power 
with which they are intruſted. CR. > 
Nor ſhould they who know they are deficient in 
= the abilities expected from thoſe who fit at helm 
venture to approach the throne, leſt their defects 
| ſhould be prejudicial to the Prince, and hurtful to 
3 themſelves; if they have not courage to face a 
danger, nor prudence to avert it ; if they have not 
a temper that can bear with the heats, paſſions, 
and follies of human kind; if they ſhrink under 
perils, and are too much elated with proſperity 
if their genius is low, and their thoughts high; if 
chey have not foreſight, a quick apprehenſion, to- 
gether with a ſolid judgment; in ſhort, if they are 
not equal to the greateſt affairs, for their own and 
the publick good, they ſhould not preſume to 
take upon them the adminiſtration of a Prince's 
p< buſineſs. 5 
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men of 2 much lower form have often got to be 


| up, and of a ſudden blown down, and they have 


and that ſeparations have been made from tile 


power proceeded no better, and with no more 4 i 


4. Taue af Home, 


For their own, becauſe, without excellent en- 

ments, it will be impoſſible for them long to 
cep their ground in a free country, where the 
people are inquiſitive and cenſorious. Tis true, 


miniſters, however, they have enjoyed 1 a brief 
authority; they have been fortune's bubbles blown 


frequently periſhed under the weight which they 
were not ſtrong enough to bear. 

And for the fake of their country they ſhould 
not intermeddle, becauſe to the weakneſs of ſuch 
men, moſt commonly, has been owing all miſgo- 
vernment in a nation; either their corrupt, or 
their unſkilful conduct, was the cauſe that national 
intereſt has been neglected, that arbitrary mea- 
ſures were taken, that hereſies have ſtarted up, 


body of the church, that the realm lies under the 1 
preſſure of ſo many debts, that the executive 5 


vigour, than to ſuffer factions to grow up to ſuch 4 
yg ci as in time may, perhaps, endanger the 
publick peace; all which miſchiefs had been 
avoided, in a large degree, if our ſtateſmen had 


been equal to the great affairs they undertook 3 i 
to manage. So that, upon the choice Princes T 


make of their miniſters, depends both their own! 
and the felicity or e of their Cato i 

But admit their capacities of mind, and deep ' 
reaches in policy to be ſuch, that they Can carry 
on illegal government with a ſtrenuous and power 
ful hand, and ſupport it for a while; of which A 
fort of ſtateſmen there have been no» and then 
ſome in every age, who, to gratify their ambition, 
have attempted to enſlave their country, andy 


went a great way towards it; who, to Pre 4 
| ther 


1 


their-poſt of favour with a Prince of arbitrary in- 
clinations, have acted againſt their own natural 
= lights, and exerciſed thoſe talents to promote an 
=X : unjuſt and a bad, which ſhould have been em- 
= ploycd: in eſtabliſhing a rightful adminiſtration. 

| Yet let not theſe men rely too much upon their 
ſtrength of parts, which at laſt may fail, ſince the 
world has ſeen the ableft of them want ſkill to 
prevent their own ruin for either they ſerve a 
Prince who is abſolute, and, if ſo, he is ſometimes 
.compelled to ſacrifice an ill miniſter to the indig- 
nation or fury of his people ; or they live in a free 
country, and then, in ſome juncture or other, the 
people will be ſtrong enough to force them from 
their maſter, _ 1 OR Eg. 

None ſhould preſume to come very near the 
throne, but ſuch as are conſcious of their own 
worth, who know they have abilities to ſerve the 
publick, and who find within themſelves a ſtock | 
of virtue ſufficient to bear them out in the rougheſt : 
ſtorms of fortune, and to reſiſt all the temptations 
which eminent power may lay before them. 

When miniſters are thus qualified, Princes are 
not compelled - to that frequent change of hands, 
for which weak ſtates are deſpiſed at home, and 
2 - contemptible in foreign countries. Sagacity muſt 
be the reſult of long experience. That which has 
=Z ſhone in ſome young men who had ſeen little, and 
yet would meddle in great affairs, was rather wit 
than wiſdom, and could never bear them through 
all the difficulties of publick buſineſs. Wit is a 
ſteed full of mettle, but under-lumbed, and is by 
no means proper to travel in deep and heavy 
roads. Witty men are pleaſant companions for 
tion, ſuch as deſire to laugh at all which the buſy 
and, World is doing, but they ſeldom prove able ſtateſ- 
erw men till time has ripened their wit into judgment, 
cher Vol. V. E and 


. 


J 


590 TY at Home, 
and tfien they arrive to the higheſt ctfoRion; be- 


cauſe wit gives them the inventive, and their deli- 


* faculties are mended by experience. 
But what knowledge can be attained to in 
courts where: they change their miniſters as often 


as they do their taſhions, and where few are con- 


tinued in a poſt half the time that is n s to 
make them underſtand it. 
Where there is this bad condut and levity, the 
people muſt needs believe the government itſelf 
to be out of order, when they ſee it ſo reſtleſs and 
unquiet, like a perſon on the bed of ſickneſs, who 
toſſes from place to place, and can find no eaſe; 
nor will a {tate be thought in ſound health, when 


it is ſo often for removing: beſides, nothing can 3 | 
be more abſurd, than to imagine governments can 


ſubſiſt, where ſuch as are intruſted by the Prince | 


have not their due reſpect. But how can they be 7 
reſpected, whoſe authority is known to be fo 


ſhort- lived, precarious and uncertain ? 


What the patriarch ſaid of his ſon Reuben holds | 
true as to a whole nation, © Unſtable as water, 


thou ſhalt not excel.” It is rarely ſeen, that a 1 
country becomes conſiderable which is ſubject to 
frequent alterations in its meaſures ; but when 9 


hands are ſhifted, things muſt often change, be- 
cauſe few commonwealths are ſo well conſtituted, > 
but that things very much depend on perſons. 
And this being the caſe, what foreign ſtate defires 
to have engagements with a Prince, whoſe affairs, 
by having at every moment a new court, can never 
be long upon the ſame foot: he may indeed be 
applied to by thoſe of his neighbours who want 
huis purſe and help, but he will have few allies and 
confederates contented to be with him upon equal 
- terms, and as much to his as to their advantage; 


for a wiſe ſtate will be as s unwilling to enter into 
ſtrict 1 | 
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ſtrict and important alliances with ſuch a Prince, 
as a prudent man would be to contract a ſolemn 


friendſhip with one Who was always Enn to we. 


of an inconſtant temper. | 


There are two ranks of men who may have it 
in their minds to repair to courts, in order to bet - 
ter their conditions: firſt, ſuch as hope, by merit, 
to advance themſelves to high honours and pre- 
ferments: ſecondly, ſuch as may come thither 
with great titles and fortunes already made, Who 
think their pretenſions to power juſt, becauſe their 


virtues, birth and parts deſerve it. 


Among the firſt ſort, what encouragement c can 
there be to think of riſing by long and faithful 
ſervice (and ſo to reach the top at laſt) in a court 
accuſtomed to intercept its beſt ſervants in the 
middle of their courſe ? Do not theſe thoughts 
make men of real abilities and worth afraid to 
come upon ground fo ſlippery, and where it is in 
a manner impoſſible for tte moſt wary feet to 
ſtand any time? What has been the conſequence 
of all this for ſeveral years? The court was ſhun- 
ned by the honeſteſt and ableſt men to ſerve it, 
and crowded with ſuch as were reſolved to grow 
rich apace, and fo to be too quick for any of the 
'nimbleſt turns of fortune. And was not ©. this 
making over-much haſte to be rich (which in 
the late reigns has been ſo viſible in the men of 
buſineſs) the principal cauſe of the abuſes and 
| e that have been — of, and : 
which have coſt England fo very dear? 

As to the other rank, what invit ation can of 


be for men of the firſt quality to enter into the 


management of affairs, when they are to hold 
their poſts and offices by ſo tender a tenure, when 
their power is to depend upon chance, and not 
their own endowments, and when they are thus 


E 2 ſet 


ſet up, like meteors, to be gaz 
2 Without doubt, it is a ſti ig ſuppo 


is impoſſible to carry 
ment, muſt be grounded on a belief, that he who 
acts well ſhall be juſtified, and that intrigues, 
-falſe infinuations, and malicious whiſpers, ſhall 


never be ſuffered to bear him down, whoſe inte- 


| ſtateſmen :: 


a TE 
d on for a while, 
- to the 


throne, to have about it men of high birth, who 
come into the ſervice of their Sovereign with large 


and tl en to diſappear ? 


-fortunes of their own, not made at court, and of 


. whoſe anceſtors the people read every day in the 
chronicles of paſt times. When ſuch perſons have 


courage, eloquence, parts, experience, and a 
_ judgment, their greatneſs i 


is not invidious 
among the vulgar, who applaud the Prince's 
makin choice of ſuch. a man, and think one fo 
qualified has a kind of right to any of the chicf 


ſtations 1n the commonwealth. ag when a mi- 
niſter has theſe abilities, it is not worth his while 
to exert himſelf, unleſs it be in a court which he 
tees is ſteady 


and conſtant in its meaſures. 
and reſolution, without which it 
on a good and wiſe govern- 


That co 


grity is perfect, and whoſe conduct is without re- 


9 Proach. 


But in a free country, when it happens to be 
divided into parties, it is almoſt as difficult for 
Princes to ſupport good miniſters, as it is for bad 
Princes to think of defending a corrupt ſet of 
ainſt the reſentment and voices of 
their people; for as good patriots believe it their 


duty to attack an ill adminiſtration, ſo wicked men 
conceive it to be their intereſt not to give time for 


order and right management to take place, and be 
eſtabliſhed; for whatever is well done, is an effec- 
tual impeachment of their proceedings; there 
_ where there has been a long ſeries of miſ- 
"Fs government. 
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government, they who come after, with inten- 
tions to mend things, muſt expect to be aſſaulted, 
and to have for adverſaries all ſuch as think them- 
ſelves arraigned by a better conduct in the per- 
ſons by whom they are ſucceeded. . 

And where corruptions are become ſo extenſive, 
that the guilty are almoſt as many as the innocent; 


1 


where they who have robbed the publick, and 
they who would have given up the conſtitution, 


are active, inſolent, proud of their numbers, and 
graſping at power, when they ſhould think impu- 
nity much more than they could in reaſon hope 
for; where all this is, and where the country 
likewiſe is divided in religious matters, it will not 
be hard to form ſuch a faction as may raiſe cla- 
mours, traduce, and, under popular pretences, 
diſturb and interrupt the meaſures of the moſt 


faithful ſervants of the crown, who are no other 


ways to be protected, in ſuch a caſe, from the 
ſtrength and violence of their ambitious and de- 
ſigning enemies, than by the courage and reſolu- 
tion of the Prince. 1 

As it is not conſiſtent with the ſafety of Princes, 
their wiſdom, nor indeed with their duty to- God, 
whoſe vicegerents they are, to let their perſonal 


kindneſs to private men go ſo far, as to defend 


miniſters, who, by their unſkilfulneſs, negligence, 
or perhaps by high crimes, are become obnoxious 
to the whole people; ſo, on the other ſide, it is a 
ſafe, wiſe, and a religious duty, for them to take 
into protection their faithful ſervants, and to 


ſmhield them againſt ſuch enmities as, by juſt and 


upright dealing, they muſt of neceſſity contract in 


d a divided country. 
It is true, where there are parties, it is not fo 


7 ealy for the Sovereign. to judge whether the accu- 
XZ ſation is well grounded, or only the reſult of 


3 malice; 
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malice; peradventure, the beſt guide in this caſe, 


is not ſo much to tonſider the perſon accuſed, as 
who are his accuſers, and who take his part. If 


there are frequent complaints of his conduct, and 


ſtill urged from the men, though not the 
ſtrongeſt in numbers, and if he is defended, 
though by a majority that are under his influence, 
embarked all along in his deſigns, and who have 
been partakers in his crimes, fuch a miniſter is a 
greater load than it is fit a wile Prince ſhould bear. 


On the other hand, if the accuſers are known to 


be ambitious, impatient of a good, and hankering 
after a looſe and corrupt government ; if they give 


ſigns of aiming at ſuch a one, as that under it 


they may rob the publick with impunity ; if this 


reforming ſpirit is in them quite new; if, from 
their paſt behaviour, it appears that they find fault 
with the adminiſtration for no other reaſon but be- 


cauſe it is not in their own, or in ſuch hands as the 


like; and if the per ſon accuſed is juſtified in his 
proceedings and meaſures by all ſuch as are diſin- 
tereſted, ſagacious, without prejudice or paſſion, 
and who are known to have no other aims, but 
that right government may be promoted, and that 
the ſtate may flouriſh. In tuch caſes, heretofore, 


reſolute, wite and virtuous Princes have not re- 


garded who were the majority, but were truth 
lay, and how the common welfare might be beſt 
_ conſulted; and having duly weighed the merits of 
their ſervant, and conſidered as well the objections | 1 


to him, as the temper of his friends and enemies, 
they have interpoſed with the regal 7 to 
preſerve a juſt and able miniſter againſt the rage 


_ of miſtaken numbers, by whom the innocent may | 4 
ſometimes be affaulted and oppreſſed. 3 


If the majority had been never known to err, | 
we might believe it not * of error in times 
o 5 
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to come; butiwhere parties have long ſubſiſted, 
anger and prejudice have ſomerimes hurried them 
into councils, which, upon cooler thoughts and 
better recollection, had been avoided. Princes, 
therefore, who prudently ſtem theſe ſudden tides, 
and are willing, on one hand, to refign offenders 
up to juſtice, but, on the other, are ſteady and 
firm to protect innocence, give men time to recol- 
lect themſelves, and ſo reaſon grows, at laſt, to 
regain that dominion over their minds, which was 
uſurped before by paſſion. cs oat ow 
Sovereigns, who have not this firmneſs of mind, 


upon which the innocent may ſecurely rely for 
their protection, muſt never expect to be ſerved 


by the beſt ſort of men, who, careful of their 
fame, and having a great ſtock of reputation in 
the world to loſe, are loth to ſtake it on their 
ſide by whom they are ſure to be abandoned in 


every the leaſt attack that ſhall be made upon 


them; and in a divided country, to manage ſo as 
to be without enemies, is almoſt . ga 
Who then will engage in the ſervice of an un- 


ſteady Prince? Perſons who know themſelves to 


be of fo little conſequence, that it is quite indiffe- 
rent what becomes of them, a forlorn hope, food 
for powder, and fit matter for any ſudden fury of 
the vulgar to ſpend itſelf upon ; men obſcure, or 
of deſperate fortunes, who, though greedy of ho- 


nours, are yet aſhamed of no diſgraces, who are 


pleaſed to be journeymen or day-labourers in a 
court, glad to be in ſervice, though but for a 


week, and who ſubmit to be taken in, or to be 


thrown out, as it beſt ſerves the preſent turn. 


But can it be proper that the palace ſhould be 
filled with ſuch a mean and ſervile crew? and, in 
former ages, what has been the effect of a miniſtry 
ſo compoſed ? Have not the people, by being 
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bd 
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acc ſtomed to pull down the weak ſupports about 
2 "+ it, came at laſt e the very 
hrone | 


To which may be added, that the frequent 
changes which had been of officers in the ſtate, 
occationed the faction that was called. * The 
league for the publick Gena which, in the be. 
ginning of Lewis the eleventh's reign, produced a 
JJ. :; :. -, 8 

They who adminiſter well, of courſe will have 
to friends, true patriots, all wiſe and honeſt men ; 
but where there are parties, a right adminiſtration 

is not always pleaſing, it diſtaſtes the ambitious 
intriguers on both ſides z in ſome, it may thwart | 
their avarice or over-weening opinion of them- 
ſelves, it may not proceed fait enough for the in- 

_ conſiderate zeal or paſſion of others, or it may be 
too ſeyerc for thoſe who have ſeen and felt what 
wealth was to be acquired in a looſe and careleſs 
management. Good miniſters, therefore, in the 
perpetual conflicts they are certain to have with 

. the heats and indiſcretions, or with the vices ang 
* corruption of the times, muſt be ſupported by the 
= unſhk en courage and well-grounded reſolution of 
1 And this magnanimity in Sovereigns emboldens 
Wt ſuch as are about them to perſevere in juſt mea- 
ſures for the publick, and to give faithful and 
diſintereſted advices, not what are pleaſant to the 
taſte, but what will be wholeſome in the digeſtion; 
whereas, in kingdoms where they are attacked on 
they adapt their proceedings to what ſeems the = 
preſent temper of the prevailing ſide, let the fu- 
ture conſequence be what it will; and, every 
thing conſidered, peradventure it is not eaſy to 
determine who is the moſt pernicious miniſter, in 
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"Fr he who looks no farther than to affect being 


dan to the whole government, he who makes 
1 court by flattering the Prince in whatever he 


popular, by taking aim, in all his tranſaftions for 
the ſtate, from what he thinks is the immediate 
Wenſe of the ſuperior party, be it right or wrong, 
This magnanimity is not ſhewn in obſtinately 
defending bad men in a bad cauſe. One of the 
praveſt of our Kings, Henry the fourth, removed 
from court four of his ſervants at once, for no 
"ther reaſon but that they were ſo unfortunate as 
got to be grateful to the people; [Rot. Parl. 5 
Hlen. 4. No. 16.] but it was at a time when there 
£ ere no diviſions in the kingdom 3 and probably 
the vices of theſe four were viſible to others, 
though concealed from him. Indeed, where fac- 
tions reign, it is difficult for Princes to judge u 
whom they ſhould ſhine, and from whom = 
ſſhould withdraw their favour ; but when this hap- 
pens to be the caſe, they will ſeldom err in openly 
Joining with the virtuous to ſupport truth and 
ixrtue. OY 8 | a 
= Generally ſpeaking, the 8 of ſuch a 
Courage as is governed by wiſdom, are the trueſt 
lights, not only for Princes, but for private men 
in their ſervice, to follow. The fearful dare not 
Yo much as defire help: Pavor etiam auxilia 
—Formidat.” He who finds within himſelf a heart 
not capable of great affairs, ſhould avoid engaging 
iin the buſineſs of a ſtate ; the paſſion of fear will 
290 often diſorder his reaſon, as to make him liable 
to errors without number; and, as to matters of 
government, the fearful are directly ſlaves to thoſe 
ho are bolder than themſelves. But this holds 
yet more ſtrongly in countries that are divided: 
Tor can the enemies of a great man deſire a fairer 
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by Hive: not ſkill enough to defeat the meaſure 


thing but what is ill in itſelf, and againſt the 3 


and by which he may acquire great honour ; he is . 


undertake eyen great matters, but with evan "8 


the higheſt thing we have, to pay, even to the)! 4 


relation to the PR re Hows 3 


game againſt has” than to know, that though il 


s wiſdom, yet that they are able to bring him I 3 
over to their defigns and intereſt, by working upon; "Mi 
his fears? 4 

A miniſter of ſtate, fully qualified for the fer. ® 2 
vice of his Prince, ſhould be afraid of doing no. 


"it, 
* 
8 


3 


3 


* 
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rules of virtue, his own honour, and the honour, 7 
intereſt, or advantage of his country; he ſhould 
not only be a brave, but a magnanimous man f [ 
whom Ariſtotle, in his Ethics to Nicomachu- 
{lib. 4.] thus deſcribes : © He is one who ſtrive 2 
to do great things, or what may be for great end, 3 
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not therefore ſo apt to run into frequent Gagen 
as into great ones, not prompt for every turn, 4 5 
but rather ſlow and deliberate ; he will not rana) 


and good caution ; he is not much taken up with 2 


the care of worldly concerns, as not thinking them 


either great enough, or of much account; but h- 
nour is, in his eſteem, as the higheſt of human 
external benefits, maſmuch as he obſerves, it; 


gods.“ 7 
And this philoſopher (ibid. lib. 2.] ſays, Th 
the true medium in virtue, and that which 1s is 

very beſt, muſt be aſcertained with regard unt 


time, and to occaſions, and to the perlons wit 4 
whom, or for whoſe ſake we act, and to the man. 4 


Andronicus defines courage To be a virtue 
by which a man carries himſelf ſtoutly, and aid 
circumſpection, through all the affairs that hav 2 
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Thus ſtood the opinions of "theſe 'wiſe meh, "as 
to magnanimity, virtue and courage. But they 
would have their magnanimous man, who attempts 
great things, or what may be for great ends, to be 
low and deliberate, to proceed with council and 
caution, to have regard to time and occaſions, 
band to the perſons with whom he has to deal, and 
to be ſtout, but ſtill with circumſpection. 
There is courage in action and in council. 
he firſt is military virtue, which is a noble ar- 


1 | dour, puſhing men on to reg great deeds, that 


they may acquire much fame. He who has it in 
perfection ſhrinks at no perils he is going to en- 
counter, and is preſent to himſelf in the hotteſt 
dangers, and when they are come upon him. 
This ſort of courage is what properly belongs to 
ſſuch as are to ſerve Princes in the buſineſs of their 
ly wars. + Su | 5 
i That conſtancy of mind, which is not ſurpriſed - 
th Wat a new, ſudden, and unexpected accident, but 
mis ready, with an undiſturbed judgment, to deter- 
% mine, in an inſtant, what is fit to be done upon 
an it; that firm reſolution which is not to be diverted 
from what is right, by the voices of the people; 
the "that unſhaken temper that can wait a long time, 
till the fruit of wiſdom is grown ripe, and, in the 
hat mean while, with patience bear the obloquies of 
s men, is what may be called courage in council, 
nt and is one of the principal virtues neceſſary to the 
compoſition of a good ſtateſman, whoſe ſervice the 
Prince makes uſe of only in civil matters. 
Courage in the field is more popular, and ſhines 
tur moſt, and it is the trueſt r of obtaining ſolid 


vith and laſting greatneſs ; for power, which is attained 
ave by meer wiſdom, has ſeldom been ſeen ſtrong 
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for the council, of N of affairs meer 
civil, unleſs under very wiſe reigns, have den 1 
rarely long-lived ; for none but the wiſe ſee What | 
done by — and are not often à nume. 3 
rous party. But the effects of valour make 2 
* r ſhow, and are viſle to the whole people, 
For which reaſon, he who endeavours to eſtablih 2 3 
himſelf by repeated proofs of his courage, and by 1 4 
military ſkill and conduct, forms a real ſtrength, 8 
. as is able to ſupport him in the conſtant 1 
ſtruggles men of eminent worth, and in high 3 
. muſt be ſure to meet with. Nor how ab 4 
ne. thy where more truly than in this kingdom, 7 
— vulgar are more apt to admire the 
marks of great valour, than the reſults of _ 
e. 
And yet, where there are diviſions, valour, ce 
virtue which is of ſuch uſe to a country that has 2 1. 5 3 
big war upon its hands, can hardly defend e F 
agginſt detraction. At any other time, ſuch 9 x. 
— as the taking of Bonn, the 5th of May, 
in the beginning of the campaign, would hae 
been received with univerſal applauſe : and though 3 
it was thought of ſuch"conſequence by the French, 
as to be garriſoned by 13 old regiments, and Wo 
though it TE ka, all the Lower Rhine, yet they 
who are reſolved to be angry, will always fine 
ſomewhat to complain of; and if the commander 
in chief purſues his own natural inclinations, and 
— on the war with vigour, they are apt to 
ay he conſumes the blood and treaſure of the 4 | 
kingdom in forming ſieges and taking towns, 1. 7 
which muſt be all reſtored at the concluſion of w 
peace; that he only regards to increaſe his own! 7 
glory and renown, and that therefore he hs 
preſſed ſo earneftly for action in all the councils ill 


war, and, by his memorials, has ſhewn hov 
| needfulf 


| end War Abrond. Gy 
ful it was to make ſome; bold and brave at- 


bh —— which might give reputation to the confe- 
Gerate "affairs. abroad, at a ſeaſon when they. de- 
clined in other parts: at the ſame time others, 
who fit at home at their caſe, cry, Why were nat 
; 8 


he lines attacked? we pay taxes, and n 
None; never conſidering the difficulties a general 
lies under who commands confederate troops, and 
who muſt act in concert with others. They never 
aſk the queſtion, Will this be otherwiſe next year ? 
or, Have the allies conſented. that the captain- 
L — hereafter, ſhall have a more ablolute 
Fcommand over the whole army? In the mean 
rhile, they reckon for nothing the taking of Huy, 
by which the conqueſt of all upon the Meuſe is 
forwarded, nor the reducing the town, caſtle and 
dutchy of Limburg, with whatever elſe he may 
thave deſigned, for the future ſervice of his Prince 
land of the common cauſe. 
Thus, in a divided country, men will cenſure 
whatever is done, either 1 in the cabinet or in the 
Field, againſt which there is no ſuch ſure defence 
for great men, as to do what is right and wile, 
— without regarding which fide is pleaſed or diſ- 
d pleaſed with their actions or councils ; and if their 
„ 2 ; i eaſures are founded upon truth and virtue, this 
1d conſtancy of mind, and this noble contempt of 
et popular diſcourſes, will not only prevail, but, at 
- 3 he long run, muſt receive univerſal approbation. 
In all affairs whatſoever, it is natural, both for 
the great and little vulgar, to deſire more haſte 
Should be made, than may, peradventure, conliſt 
Evith the rules of prudence; but eſpecially parties 
3 I never think their friends move faſt enough, not 
18 ns that they, who make too much ſpeed at 
may come to want breath before the race is 
alk performed. 


And 
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graſping at power which they ſo much abut i 


_ was: againſt the publick intereſt, though inſulte! 


Where all this is done, its adverſaries wou 


ey at- Hamed 


And When 86 is a faction in the ſtate, Sen 1 
ambitlous, implacable, reſtleſs, bred under a look 
adminiſtration, © impatient of a one, and 


-when they were in poſſeſſion of it, — ſuch 2 1 1 
Atrength 1 is beſt: reduced by obſerving the condut 9 
of Fabius Maximus, who avoided, as much 

ible, to engage in battle with an enemy, & {| | 3 
Jperate, active, and full of - ſtratagems ; and AY 
though his encamping upon the mountains, his 9 
caution and ſlow courſes were derided for a time, 


yet at laſt he was eſteemed the only wiſe man JF 


25 


EY 


among the Romans, when the temerity, firſt of? 3 
_ chis' colleague Minutius, then of Terentius Varro I 8 


had brought them to the very brink of ruin. x 9 
Factions in the ſtate, ſects in religion, and ar. 
mies reduced to ſtreights, are ever deſirous to . 5 b 


in action; they conſume of themſelves, and“ 
dwindle away to nothing, when you are ſtrongh; 4 77 


intrenched near them, when you cut off their pri 0 
viſions, and watch their motions. What can men, 3 : 
brought to deſpair, wiſh for more, than a day fold "F 

the deciſion of their fortune? This Hannibal a, 
and tried all arts to provoke Fabius to fight, bu + 
Fabius was too wiſe to be provoked to do what #6 


by his enemies in the C arthaginian army, al. 
though cenſured by his own friends, as well in tit 
city as in the ſenate; but, as Ennius obſer 1 
his prudent cunctation, or ſlow proceedings, re 
ores the commonwealth. 2» 

The ſame conduct will perhaps ſubdue fall 
at religious ſects, againſt which the publick is % 
- intrench itſelf by ruling well, by a manager 1 
- without reproach, and by diſcounten ancing ſuc 7 
as endeavour to give diſturbance to the state 


10 
1 
Y: 
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auay by degrees, ſtarve in their camp, and muſt 
diſband of courſe; whereas they grow conſiderable, 
; F nd begin to think they are upon an equal foot 
with that government which deſcends fo low as 
9 frequently to join in battle with them. 
But miniſters, who will take this flow, but ſure 
method of healing breaches, and appeaſing the di- 
MH viſions of a kingdom, muſt arm themſelves with 
the patience and courage of our noble Roman; 
I Hike him, they muſt not ſtartle and give ground 
I L pon rumours and calumnies : and to bear all this, 
is one of the duties they owe to their Prince and 
country, who cannot pretend to hold the balance, 
gor to be ſafe and happy at home, nor indeed to 
make any ſort of 585 abroad, while civil diſcord 
rages. 
The Tarentins once ſent embilſidors to inter- 
poſe in ſome differences that had happened between 
the Romans and the Samnites, but they were 
A Paughed at by the conſul Papirius, for pretending 
en. Mo meddle in the affairs of other countries, when 
70 Whey were rent aſunder by their own domeſtick 
au, quarrels: Vaniſſimam increpans gentem, quæ 
90 uarum impotens rerum præ domeſticis ſeditionibus 
h. diſcordiiſque, aliis modum n ac belli facere 
lte. quum cenſeret.“ 
and Whatever in the being we might propoſe, 
thi Jof going ſo far and no farther, of confining our- 
0 elves to ſuch a quota of ſhips, men and money, 
* Bn all likelihood this war, as it is the moſt neceſ- 
, moſt honourable, and the juſteſt, ſo it will 
We found the greateſt that ever England under- 
men For the diſpute is not the ſame now as it was 
ud 2 tor many years, when the arms of Europe were 
12 1 5 Na f to prevent France and the houſc of 
ue 1 Auſtria from getting ground one upon the other, 
aw and 


u 
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and to keep the balance even between two = 
that of themſelves were in a manner "Ml a 
do this required but a ſmall exertion of ſtrengtl 
we could then at any time have turned the ſeal, 
and with no- 8 great expence, which made o 
Harp: 'the eighth (when this kingdom made far 9 
- teſs figure bop it does at preſent) take this motto. 
He N whom I join with, Cui adhæm 3 1 
But the face of things is now quite a I 
tered ; that equality in dominion, which was 1 —ᷓ 
eaſily kept poiſed, is loſt; we are to aid a weil Y 3 
fide againſt that which is ſtronger by many — 
and conſequently we muſt come into the ot 
ſcale with a much greater weight than ever we my 

or it will be ſtill too light. 
* Afairs are brought to ſuch a criſis, that if * 
houſe of Auſtria is not in a condition to . 
France, it cannot exiſt at all: if his Imperial M 
jeſty is not ſo aſſiſted, as to be ſuperior in the wa 3 { 
the German ſtrength will be fo — as bank 3 
to riſe again in ſome years, and if that bulwark b'* 
overthrown, what is there to ſtand in the or 

univerſal empire? 

The matter in controverſy between theſe tu 
great powers, ſeems incapable of accommodation, I 
both lay claim to the whole ſucceſſion of rl 
It ſuch an addition be made to the French me? 
narchy, Europe, in all appearance, muſt . 
ruined; it is therefore the general intereſt, tu 
thoſe 8 ſhould be poſſeſſed, as beretofe 
by a branch of the houſe of Auſtria: but the or? 
is in poſſeſſion, and the other unable to aſſert tt 
rights without conſiderable aſſiſtance, which is 
where to be had but from England, Portugal, 2 
the United Provinces, upon | whom the bur 

- muſt chiefly lie, as in reaſon it ought, becauſe KR 9 


and they ſhall be moſt hurt by the growth of 850 3 
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chat kingdom, and the danger of religion being 5 
onſiderecl, it is perhaps evident enough that this 
Var will be the moſt bloody, and the longeſt, that 
"XX has been ſeen in Chriſtendom for many ages, unleſs 
XX ſach vigorous efforts and impreſſions are made be- 
MF times, a5 may bring it to a ſpeedy iſſue. 4 
"x But we, upon whoſe courage and perſeverance 
the reft of Europe muſt ſo much depend, are em- 
= broiled at home, hat figure can we make abroad? 
Where will be that fecrecy and diſpatch in buſi- 
neſs that is fo needful in the conduct of great af- 
fairs? and what vigour can there be in divided 
2X councils ? What fucceſs can they expect, who 
waſte that time in contending with one another 
for power and dominion, which ſhould be em- 
ployed in conſulting for their common defence? 
or how can they, who are broken among them». 
ſelves, oppoſe a well-united ftrength ? Who can 
rule well when the wheels of government are 
= clogged, where each ſide endeavours to put the 
= other in the wrong, though with the hazard 
= of their country's honour and ſafety, where you 
are not only to oppoſe attacks from without, but 
to provide againſt miſchiefs from within, and 
2X where nothing is thought wiſe that does not ſuc- 
1 ceed, becauſe there is a ſide to cry it down, and 
1 where folly, raſhneſs, and ill-concerted meaſures 
ET paſs for current, and are approved of, becauſe 
chere is a fide to cry them up e 

Irreſolution, delays, treachery, fruitleſs con- 
FX ſumption of ftrength, loſs of opportunities, and 
many more miſchiefs, are the effects of civil dif. 
ſention; where that prevails, you are often com- 
pelled to do that which will pleafe the majority, 
rather than what in itſelf is juſt and fit: and to 
Vor. V. e what 
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whar;ſtreights is wiſdom then reduced, concerning 
whoſe pr = only the few can judge aright, and in 
which. the, many muſt determine before they can 
have ef ect ? f > Whereas in great aſſemblies, where 
there; are no diviſions, and where Parties are not 
concerned to form oppoſitions, folly is frequent) 
| wrought upon, and convinced by the goo 1 nie of 
the, ſmaller number. So that they who 4 $85 to be 
proſperous, abroad, muſt ws ARG to have the 
people at unity, and well cemented at home, and, 
as Flaminius adviſed the Etolians, lay aſide, tu- 
mults where conſultation is needful: F. Deſiſtite 8 
tumultuari conſultandum eſt . AE 
When affairs in the government are ſo conducted 1 
that particular men cannot find their account in q : 
keeping up factions, they vaniſh of themſelves: þ 5 { ; 
when advances are made to all that ſhew any real 
deſires of returning into the boſom of the com. 
monwealth ; when all ſides, that have equal de. 
ſerts, ſtand upon an equal foot in their preten- | 
ſions; when old objections are forgotten, in their % 
caſes who are able and willing to ſerve the publick WM 
for the future; when partialities and animoſitics | 
are quite laid aſide ; when the good of both ſide 
are 333 embraced on all hands, and the bad 
are deſpiſed and abandoned, peace and union com 
in by degrees, and inſenſibly take poſſeſſion in th 
hearts and minds of the whole people ; all men 
grow to have one and the {ame intereſt, and your 
bottom is ſo enlarged, that you are ſtrong at hom: Wl 
and terrible abroad. Wo 
Now and then, indeed, it happens that men ar "=p 
compelled to join in what 1s 5 5 a party, fo 
their own preſervation, as the Romans did, 2 Pp 
with Sylla, and the reſt with Marius, where ti 
kde that got the upper-hand « endeavoured to ſecurcſ 9 
them 


8 


© themſelves by the ruin and extirpation of the 
others, and, as fortune changed, both ſides had 
opportunities to exerciſe their mutual rage, from 
Whence followed murthers, accuſations, baniſh- 
ments, proſcriptions, and all the other miſchiefs 
with which civil diſſention is attendees. 
Fee factions are at any height, but at laſt they 
proceed to ſome of theſe extremes, and if one ſide 
1 bas as much rancour as the other, the common- 
wealth muſt bleed for ever; therefore, if one 
party happens to have been haraſſed by thoſe who 
XX were heretofore ſuperior, but are then reduced, 
they that have the better ſhould lay aſide their 
anger and reſentment; for nothing more tends to 
perpetuate faction, than thoſe exertions of fury 
to which revenge incites us. Does one fide pro- 
| ſcribe your friend to-day, you attempt to proſcribe 
him upon the next occaſion. So, during the civil 
wars between the houſes of York and Lancaſter, 
our noble families attainted one another, until 
& moſt of them were ruined or extinguiſhed : the 
E unforgiving temper that then reigned made thoſe 
wounds continue ſo long open. One inſtance of. 
revenge, though it be juſt, ſeldom fails to pro- 
duce another, and he always thinks his own cauſe 
right who has received the lateſt injury; whereas 
vou have quite diſarmed that enemy, whom you 
hall treat better than he treated you, when at his 
mercy. And ſince, in all theſe caſes, peace muſt 
enſue at laſt, or the publick will be quite de- 
ttroyed, they ſhew the greateſt generoſity, who, 
EF having gained the field, are the firſt to promote 
= 2 truce, and to propoſe that acts of hoſtility may 
We ſhould, in this juncture, ſacrifice all our 
nn reſentments and animoſities to the general 
CE F 2 good 


into a great and expenſive war, they ſhould have it 


can to other nations, whoſe condition they 


Uberis ſervitutem, ſed contra ſervientibus liberta- 


rn 


good of Europe: we have begun this war for te 
Preſervation of its liberties, and to oppoſe the 
growth of France, than Which there cannot bea 
juſter cauſe; for it never fares we 


Il with che col. 


kegive body of mankind, when a tyranny is any 
ang great armies. Such mighty monarchs diſturb % 
the peace of the whole world; during their times, 
war, blood-ſhed and devaſtation afflict the univerſe, 
and no conſiderable country is ſuffered to be at 
quiet: beſides, - their example invites inferior 
j NEE and ſtates. to invade the civil rights of 

JJ i... ..-. 
When ſeveral free countries join together in a 
league (which is our preſent caſe) and are entered 


in their view to do as much good as poſſibly they 
endeavour to meliorate, by reſtoring to them ther 
antient laws and civil rights, and by helping them 
to throw off arbitrary power: and it is to be 
hoped, if our arms prove ſucceſsful, we ſhall imi- 
tate. the conduct of the Romans in their warlike 8 
expeditions, who bettered every place they con. 
quered, which appears from what the ſenate gave 

in charge to thoſe ambaſſadors they ſent to ſettl 
Macedon and IIlyria. Omnium primum libero 
eſſe placebat Macedonas atque Illyrios ; ut omni. 


bus gentibus appareret, arma populi Romani, non 


tem afferre; ut & in libertate gentes quæ eflent, 
tutam eam ſibi perpetuamque ſub tutela popu 


Romani eſſe: & quæ ſub regibus viverent, & nM 


præſens tempus mitieres eos juſtioreſque reſpetuM 
populi Romani habere ſe, & fi quando bellu 
cum populo Romano regibus fuiſſet ſuis, exirun 
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ejus victoriam Romanis, ſibi libertatem allaturum 
crederent.” Where they vanquiſhed common- 
wealths, they left them their liberties and laws ; 
and where they reduced Kings to ſubmit, and aſk 
for terms of peace, they rendered them more mild 
and eaſy to their ſubjects. And if this be the de- 
ſign of Germany, England, and Holland, they 
may expect a happy iſſue from the juſtice of their 


intentions, and goodneſs of their cauſe. 
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IREFLECTIONS 


N 
CONSTITUTION 


J | AND | 
== MANAGEMENT 
OF THE 


Trade to Africa, 


THROUGH 


WE The whole Courſe and Progreſs thereof, from 
the Beginning of the laſt Century, to this 


Time. 
WHEREIN 


The Nature and uncommon Circumſtances of that 
IAA DE are particularly conſidered, and all the 
Arguments urged alternately by the two con- 
tending Parties here, touching the different Me- 
— thods now propoſed by them, for carrying on 
the ſame to a national Advantage, impartially 
ſtated and conſidered. 


BY ALL WHICH 


A clear View is given of ſuch a Conſtitution, as (if 
eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament) would, in all Pro- 
bability, render the AFRICAN Trade a permanent, 
creditable and advantageous Trade to BRITAIN, 


Ovid. de Remed. Am. 
Et que non proſunt ſingula, juncta juvant. 
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To the READER 


RAD E is ſo univerſally become the cele- 
brated object of the deſires and affections 
1 of all nations, that they court it with 
ſuch eager addreſſes as commonly expoſes many 
of them to the hazard of encountering violent 
ſtorms and other dangers; yea frequently, even 
death itſelf, in all its various and moſt terrible 
ſnapes. And ſince it is acknowledged that Trade 
(o difficult to be obtained, though eaſily loſt) has 
been the ſource and chief foundation of the riches, 
© ſtrength, power and greatneſs of this kingdom, it 
is no wonder if we look, with a very jealous eye, 
on all fuch ſteps of any of our neighbouring na- 
tions, or others, as may ſeem to have a tendency 
towards the ſupplanting us in the enjoyment of 
any eſſential part thereof. 8 8 

And there being no branch of any foreign trade 
| whatſoever, beyond the limits of Europe, ſo na- 
turally adapted to the intereſt of Britain, and the 
plantations thereunto belonging, as the trade to 
Africa is, I thought it might be no unacceptable 
| piece of ſervice to the publick, to beſtow ſome va- 
| cant hours in collecting ſuch proper materials as 
might give a juſt and clear view of the paſt and 

8 Hr preſent 
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preſent ſtate thereof, when ſo many people, of all 


ſides, ſeem to be induftriouſly. hurried on, imo 
uite different and divided ſentiments, concerning 


eſtabliſnment of a c 


my obſervation, with my own, {10 Load ſentiments 


5 thereupon. 


onſtitution ſuitable to the 
nature and circumſtances of that trade; and have 
therefore, in the following ſheets, adventured to 
publiſh ſuch matters of fact as have occurred to 


I have, for the reader's. eaſe, endeavoured 194 


obſerve ſomething of a regular method throughout 
this treatiſe, by dividing it into ſeveral chapters, 
under different heads, and marking ſome note of 
every ſection upon the margin, except in the laſt 


chapter, which is differently diſpoſed; yet the 2 


ticulars, to ſome of the reſt. . 


1 muſt own that, as in many Tee a far 
greater bulk, fo in theſe few ſheets,” the moſt tri. 
fling part takes up the greateſt room, for indeed 
the moſt material part thereof might have been 
eaſily comprehended 1 in a much narrower compaſs; 


reaſoning part is ſo chained together, in one con- 
tinued thread, that a ſtranger to the ſeveral points 
of fact diſcuſſed therein, can ſcarcely be maſter off 
any one chapter, without n in n par: 9 


3 


but in obviating ſeveral fallacious poſitions and} 


ſuggeſtions inſiſted upon by particular perſons, 1 
was ; neceſfarily obliged to trace their ſteps through 


many -windings and turnings, backward and for- 
ward, which x gave occaſion to ſeveral repetitions 


and. digreſſions, which row bar had been alto- 
ape needleſs. . 


I can eafily foreſee, that ſome Pech may be 
apt to miſtake me for ſome perſon concerned in| 


the Royal African Company; but I ſolemnly pro- 


x 1 upon my veracity, and as I would be be 
3 lieved 
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veved in the greateſt of truths, that Lhave no par-. 


ticular or immediate concern in either the ſtocK of; 
that company, or of any of the ſeparate traders to 


Africa, and may therefore reaſonably hope to be 


the leſs ſuſpected of partiality in what I write, 


W concerning both or either of theſe contending par- 


ties ; yea, I can ſafely aver, that, when firſt Len- 


tered upon making any particular enquiry into 


| the nature and ſtate of the African trade, for my 
' own private ſatisfaction, no man in this city could 


have had leſs biaſs upon his inclination, in relation 
„do that matter: but when, in my ſearch after 
truth, I met with what to me ſeemed to be a cer 


W tain evidence (whether ſo or not) it was not poſ- 


fible for me to ſtand proof againſt conviction; 
and having once fully convinced myſelf, I could 
not well ſtand neuter any longer in ſuch a national 


concern. And I hope, that my having been at 


ſome pains to convince myſelf in the firſt place, 


vincing of others. | 
If, in the warmth of reaſoning, I may have 


| I may probably be one good ſtep towards the con- 


happened to drop any word or ſentence, at which 


either of the parties may take the leaſt offence, it 


bs more than I intended; for, I am fo far from 


coil upon the authors. 5 


having any perſonal prejudice againſt any of them, 


chat, even where I ſeem to be hardeſt on either 


ſide, I ſhun pointing at any one man in particular, 
and indeed, all along, I mean no more than barely 
to overturn ſuch of their arguments as ſeemed to 
have no real foundation: but the truth is, it was 


| almoſt impoſſible to touch any of the ſeparate 


traders pamphlets, without the hazard of being 
infected with ſome part of the ſcurrility of their 
ſtile and language, at leaſt fo far as to make it re- 


The 


1 f 


„ Aar 


The Italians (who ate faid to bo a moſt cunning 
und diſcerning - 
ſhrewd proverbi 


* God preſerve me 
from my apr ag 1 beware of my enemies.“ 


ene n ies Joubs; thar our Tikride tl 
(if they take advantage thereof) have many more 


opportunities of betraying, deceiving, and over- 
reaching us, than our Yro eſſed rien. of can ever 


dr have a very odd; but 


Saba 


be ſuppoſed to have. The conſideration of which | 1 


may ſufficiently juſtify ae being ſo particular, in 


ſeveral chapters, conce the proceedings of Z 


our — the Dutch, and ſeparate traders on 
the coaſt of 2 1 
RE 


UPON THE 
| Conftiturion and Management 


or THE 


AFRICAN. Trans, Be. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Xperience, that great baffler of ſpeculation, 
makes it evident, by innumerable inſtances, 
which may be brought from the annals and 
tranſactions of all ages, that the wiſeſt of councils, 
even parliaments, have been, and ſtill may be, 
miſtaken in their meaſures and views of r 
whenever they proceed either upon miſinformation 
as to points of Fa ct, or upon bare ſpeculative ſup- 
Poſſtions. 4 

hence it is, that our legiſlators have fo fre- 
50. upon better information, found it neceſ- 
| * to . amend, and ſometimes repeal Foun! 
aws 
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thought fit to paſs an act for ſettling the trade to 
Africa, in ſuch manner as is particularly expreſſed Ml 
in the ſaid act, beyond all peradventure, they did 
it upon ſuch grounds and views as ſeemed moſt 
reaſonable to them at the time; and I freely own, 
that though I had not any particular concern in 
that act, yet I was one of the number of thoſe who iſ 

could not then forbear expreſſing a ſatisfaction at 
the paſſing thereof, as giving implicit credit to the 


eee er 


enact new ones in their ſtead. 
When the parliament, ann. _ and” 10 Gul 


plauſible topick then made uſe of, That the laying 


of that trade open, without any reſtraint or linu- 


tation, would not only have been more agreeable 


to the common liberty of the ſubject, but be like- Wl 
wiſe a mean to improve and carry it on, to the if 
more general ſatisfaction and advantage of the 


whole nation; for the truth is, I had not then 


examined, or fully conſidered, the nature and cir- 
cumſtances of that trade, as differing from that of Wi 

all others 1 in many . 5 

et when, in the burt of above 10 ) years tryal 
and experience of letting that trade lie open to all 
her majeſty's ſubjects indiſtinctly, we ſee that the i 
ſucceſs thereof falls ſo far ſhort of our expecta- 
tions, that neither the company alone, nor the 
ſeparate traders Jointly conſidered, nor the Britiſh | 


plantations in America, nor the nation in general, 
are gainers thereby; yea, that on the contrary, 
the company” s joint ſtock ſeems to be daily de- 


*erealing, the ſcparate traders are ſome of them || 
ruined, and others diſcouraged by conſiderable 
loſſes, the planters complaining extremely of the 


Stea at ſcarcity of, and extravagant advance upon 


the price of *negroes, w while others, at the ſame i 
ring, | 


„ even of their © own making. And to E 
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of woollen and other Britiſh manufactures on the 
W coaſt of Guinea; and if ſome few of them happen 
to be gainers by that trade, I have too much 
ground to believe, that their ſucceſs is not ſo 
much the effect of the preſent conſtitution, as of 
come other indirect cauſes: the conſideration of 
all which did induce me to make ſome enquiry 
into what ſhould be the real cauſe of this great 
diſappointment to the nation; and for obtaining 
ſatisfaction therein, I was deſirous to have, in the 
WF firſt place, converſed with, and procured infor- 
mation from ſome of the ſeparate traders them- 
ſelves, as to what related more immediately to 
cheir ſeveral and reſpective intereſts, but theſe 
gentlemen not having any particular fixed place, 


| = ORR „„ 4 PODS. SNOB. i. 


Vor common truſtees or ſervants, that J know of, 
for keeping any general record of their pro- 
ncCeedings, correſpondencies, diſcoveries or obſer- 
. WE vations, I found it impracticable to obtain ſuch 
information or ſatisfaction from them, as the na- 
ture of the caſe ſeems to require; and ſome few 
of chem, with whom I had occaſion to converſe 
upon that head, inſiſted mainly on the bad ſuc- 
e eéeſs of the preſent company, and that with ſuch 
. indecent language and deſpiteful reflections, as, I 
1c own, gave me but a very indifferent impreſſion of 
neither their temper or veracity, though, as to 
1, heir own: performances, they commonly ſhifted 


{WH ireating of ſuch particulars as could be of any 
e. material uſe for my preſent purpoſe, but referred 
mme generally to thoſe political computations and 
e counts of things, which were preſented by 
ne chem, or in their names, to the commiſſioners 
on! for trade and plantations, and to ſuch printed 
ne abſtracts thereof as were diſperſed among the 
% members 


Ih 


2 8 — rag but Airy little Wes, lect 3 
ſince I 1 te ſuggeſtions therein contained {| 9 


Pipe oper place. 8 


would be at the pains to go thee gh the ſeveral 
epiſtolatory accounts which they have by them, 


the Dutch, French, Portugueze, Danes, Bran- 


ſigng the riches and trade of that vaſt continent, 


"ye; 1 a very conſiderable Joint ſtock, 2 


JACESE ED ral. | 


flatly; contradicted, and. (at leaſt ſeemingly) con 
futed by ſome certain - obſervations chereupon, 
Which were: ſoon-thereafter printed and publithed, MW 
on behalf of the Royal African Company. But 
Mall take occaſion to conſider theſe political com. 

— more enn et in thei 3 


J. had then; mortals to a 8 Wee of 3 
that company, who, . Wel at of oy deſign of 
my enquiry, very frankly and -courteouſly pro 


cured mie a ſight of their books, and ordered one 


of their clerks to allow me, whenever 1 pleaſed, 
the peruſal of all ſuch advices and accounts «il 
were, at any time, ſent home to the company, 
either from the coaſt of Africa or the Weſtern Ml 


Plantations, which (notwithſtanding all the diff- 


culties under which I find they have long ſtrug - 
gled) yielded me infinitely more ſatisfaction than Wi 
at firſt I could have well imagined ; for whoſoever 


volumes of memoirs, declarations, affidavits and 
full of the company's tranſactions with relation to : ? 


denburghers, natives, interlopers, and ſeparate 
traders, upon that coaſt, for many years paſt, 
may eaſily ſee that the different intereſts and de- 
ſigns of our many contending rivals, for engroſ- 


together with the many new circumſtances and 
unexpected emergencies which muſt daily attend 
ſuch a rivalſhip and emulation in trade, do natu- 
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gilant application, and a larger ſhare of the royal 
and parliamentary countenance at home, and 
protection abroad, than the preſent company has 
ever had, for carrying on that trade, ſo as to 
make it a permanent, creditable and advantageous 
W trade to the n atio. 

Io illuſtrate which poſition, I ſhall not amuſe the 
reader with long prefatory diſcourſes, concerning 
W the many advantages of foreign trade in general, 
or of this valuable branch thereof in particular, 
chat being a point fo. univerſally acknowledged 
already, that the going about to prove it would 


— 


ſertation for proving that the ſun, without the 


by twelve o'clock of the day. 

= But taking it therefore as unqueſtionably 
granted, that the trade to Africa is, and muſt 
= always be, of very great importance to Britain, 
and the Britiſh plantations in America, I ſhall 
8 briefly ſtate. the main queſtion in debate thus: 


= = & © oa 


= OR TY 


Whether, as we are now circumſtanced, with re- 
nd lation to our many foreign competitors on the 


coaſt of Africa, it may be thought more adviſe- 
to! able for the nation's intereſt and advantage, to 
m. carry on that trade by a collective ſociety of ca- 


ate pable and intelligent men, having one and the 


t. fame joint ſtock, intereſt, deſigns, and uniform 
ge. rules of government and management, with ex- 
of. cluſiwe privileges, &c. or by all ſuch perſons, 
nt, diſtinctly, as have a mind to trade thither, 
nd When and how they pleaſe, with ſeparate. ſtocks, 
nd drided intereſts, and different deſigns and rules 
tu- of management ? 


coercive power, exact œconomy, intenſe and vi- 


be almoſt as needleſs as to write an elaborate diſ- 


interpoſition of a cloud, muſt ſhine in our horizon 


mn | Vor. V. 8 Truly, 


* 
# 
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Truly, for my part, I think that, according to 
ſuch views as I have now of theſe matters, the 
very putting of the queſtion ſeems near to reſolve 
it; yet, in order to diſcuſs it more diſtinctly, and 
to the more general ſatisfaction of all who think 
themſelves any way concerned, and that I may 
not ſeem to advance my own opinion too magi- 
ſterially, without conſidering the nature and im. 
portance of the point controverted, I ſhall, with 
as much brevity and perſpicuity as I can, make 
| ſome retroſpection into the progreſs of our trade 
to Africa, ever ſince we had any footing there, 
conſider the methods and N always prac· 
tiſed by our rivals on that coaſt, and, by com- 


paring the tranſactions of paſt times with our pre- Ec 
lent circumſtances, draw ſuch natural inferences 
and concluſions from the ſame, as (without regard 


to the private intereſt, caprice, humour or deſigns 


of particular contending parties) may ſeem moſt & | 


agreeable to reaſon, and moſt conducive to the 


improvement and ſecurity of the Britiſh interedt | in | 1 | 


: ON on that coalt, for the future, 


} 
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4. account. of the riſe and progreſs of our trade 
0 Africa, preceding the year 1697. 


= A BOUT the latter end of Queen The firſt at- 
| iy "JOS . | - tempt made by 
I Elizabeth's, and in the begin- the Engliſh, 
W ning of her ſucceſſor King James's for trading to 
W reign, ſome London adventurers fi proved | 
8, | | © abortive, 7 
made ſeveral attempts, ſeparately, . ont 
for carrying on a trade to the coaſt of Africa; yet 
all that I can find any: of them ever gained 
EE thereby, was merely a bare diſcovery, and dear- . 
bought experience, that probably an advantageous 
rade might have been carried on thither, pro- 
vided they had had a ſtock and power ſufficient 
for that end, and had known how to preſerve 
their men from the dangerous influence and effects 
of the peſtilentious air of that ſtrange climate, 
Wand from the barbarous cruelties of the treache- 
rous natives. But theſe adventurers wanting pro- 
per means for the aforeſaid purpoſes, and meeting 
vith ſome ſevere rebukes upon that account, did, 
by degrees, lay aſide all thoughts of making any 
farther attempts that way. 55 
Whereupon King James did, in the King James iſt 
WJ 16th year of his reign, grant a char- ge chaster 
5 cluſive charter 
er, under the great ſeal of England, for trading to 
to Sir Robert Rich and other citizens Africa. 
hof London therein mentioned, together with ſuch 
2 Wy other perſons as they ſhould think fit, to aſſume and 
{incorporate into one body politic k, for raiſing a joint 
ſtock to carry on a trade to Africa, and that with 
excluſive privileges, as to all his Majeſty's other 
ſubjects, under no leſs penalty than the e | 
B G 2 0 
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of both ſhip and cargo, to the uſe of theſe joint 


quiſhed. 


1 Ujurpers, in 


- 


' 
* 


adventurers, for their encouragement. 


. pany of joint adventurers made the 


then the trade experiment of two or three ſeveral 
Catthed, * Voyages, when ſome other private : 5 
1 merchants, becoming envious of theſe 
their fellow- citizens apparent view of ſucceſs, Wi 


But ſcarcely had this infant com- 


would needs try their own fortunes likewiſe, by 


interloping clandeſtinely upon the fame coaſt; 
upon diſcovery whereof, ſome diſputes did ariſe 8 
between them and the company, which breaking 8 
out ſoon thereafter into an open rupture, the 
company inſiſted upon the privileges of their Ml 
charter, the other on their natural right; and both 
parties growing wearied at laſt with ſuch debates, 
as well as with their mutual loſſes, withdrew the 
ſhattered remains of their ſeveral and reſpective 
ſtocks, by which means that trade happened to li: 
again wholly neglected for ſome years together. 
415 In the mean time, ſome other Eu- 
pean nations, but more eſpeciall; 
that trade, the Dutch, purſuing ftill their de. 
© ſigns of fixing and ſecuring to them. 
ſelves the trade of Africa, by cultivating a friend: 
ſhip with the natives, building of forts, and ſei. 
tling of factories on that coaſt, and by ſupplanting 
the Portugueze, who were ſettled t 
fore them, ſome of our moſt intelligent merchant: 
repreſented the ſame to King Charles the farſt, a 
allo the conſequences which they thought might 
5 naturally attend the ſupine neglect of 
C. Charles it that trade; whereupon his Majellyi 


The Dutch ve- 10 
ry intent on 


grants an ex- 


Cluſive charter, did, in the 7th year of his reign, 
which was con- ou a new charter, under the great 

al, to Humphrey Slaney, Nicholas 
e Criſp and Co. with ſuch ample pri 


3 | vileges : | 


firmed by the 


ere long be. 
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0B liſhing the forts, and quite ruining 
the ſtock of that company, they took 
= the ſhips and goods of other rivate ſhips aud — 
Engliſn traders, to the value of about 9 Englil 
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; vileges, excluſions, prohibitions and penalties, as 
in che former charter were contained: which laſt 
charter was, in the year 1651, confirmed and ex- 


emplified to Rowland Yuan and Co. by the g9- 
verning power at that time. | 
But conſidering the many convullive fits and 


diſtractions which in thoſe days embroiled and con- 
founded the government of both church and ſtate 
chroughout this iſland, we need not wonder that 
our trade to Africa fell, at the ſame | 
ame, into very great diſorders ; for break in the 
che unreſtrained liberty which inter- trade is quite 
lopers aſſumed of trading as they Fen- 

BY pleaſed, without any. regard to the rights of the 


Interlo 


company, ſet them and the company together by 


WT the ears; and then the Dutch and Daniſh compa- 
nies, taking hold of the opportunity Which our 
e domeſtick commotions and diviſions did admi- 


niſter to their deſigns, they increaſed the number 


of their forts, factories and ſhips of war on the 
coaſt of Africa, by which they not only encou- 


raged, advanced and defended their own trade and 


if navigation, but likewiſe wholly obſtructed that of 


their neighbours ; inſomuch that, beſide demo- 


The Dutch and 
Danes ſeize the 


ders, ad Oh 


„. 300,000, as appeared by their pe- wage ruined. - 
W {tons to the parliament after the re. 
ſtoration of King Charles the ſecond. 


Ho far theſe loſſes were any way conſidered « or 


4 repaired by that parliament, I know not; but 
upon a repreſentation made ſoon - thereafter, to 


King Charles the ſecond, that the Britiſh planta- 
Gone in America were, by degrees, — to 
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| ch a condition as neceſſarily "we 
yearly ſupply of ſervants and labourers than could il 
well be ſpared from hence, without the danger of Wl 


K. Charles ad 
invites his ſub- 
to raiſe a 


Joint, Rock for 


ing on the 


| Allens trade; 
and in the year 
1418662 


ts an 


excluſive char- 


ter to the ſub- 


ſeribers. 


RTI. * 0 N's" on 


required a greater 


depopulating his Majeſty's native do- 


minions, + 154 Majeſty did (upon ac- 


rying on the trade to Africa; 


charters formerly mentioned. 


The e | 


breaking out ; 
Adm. de Ruy- 
ter deſtroys or 


takes the ns 


lim forts 
| Africa, ſeizes 


ut ſcarcely had that new com- 
pany put themſelves into a condition 


of trading, when a war breaking out 


ER 


count of ſupplying theſe plantations Wi 
with negroes) publickly invite all his 
ſubjects to the ſubſcription of a new Wl 
joint-ſtock, for recovering” and cat. 
and 
the then defigned ſabſcription being = 
compleated accordingly, his Majeſty 
did, in the year 1662, grant a new charter to the 
ſubſcribers of that joint ſtock, by the name of the 
| Company of Rod ”ventarers: of England for 

- Carrying on a trade to Africa, with the ſame ex- 
cluſions, prohibitions, penalties, forfeitures and Wi 
immunities which were contained in the ſeveral E 


with the States of Holland, in the} E 


year 1664, 


the Dutch (Who ſeldom 


or never neglected the taking hold er : 


5 their . and 


goods, any opportunity for engroſſin 


themſelves as much as they 


the v 
their 


beginning of that war, ſend orders to 
{miral De Ruyter, with a ſquadron of 13 


men of war, which lay then at Gibraltar, to make 


fail for the coaſt of Guinea, and to ſet upon the 
Engliſh there; which he ſo effectually performed, 


that in the year 166 5, he not only deſtroyed moſt 
of their factories, took Cormanteen-caſtle, Toco- 
et e and other PRs on that coaſt, but * 


N cou of 
a either that or any other beneficial trade) did, in 
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W wiſe ſeized on ſeveral ſhips and goods belonging to 
che Engliſh company, inſomuch that their loſs 
WE thereby was computed to upwards of C. 200, ooo; 
vy which means that company's ſtock was ſo 
much reduced, that they were quite diſcouraged, 
= as well as diſabled, from mak ing any farther con- 
WW fiderable efforts for retrieving and carrying on that 
trade to any purpoſe, without ſome new help. 
= Whereupon his Majeſty, conſidering that the 
faid trade was in imminent danger of being wholly 
Ws loſt' to the nation, and conceiving that the eſta- 
W bliſhing a new company, with a new ſtock, upon 
ſurrender of the former company's charter, would 
be the moſt effectual Means for recovering and 
carrying on that trade, did, in the year 1671, 
- ME publickly invite all his ſubjects reſiding in foreign 
= plantations, as well as here at home, to ſubſcribe 
what ſums they pleaſed towards carrying on the 
W aforeſaid trade; and thereupon many of the no- 
n- bility, gentry and merchants, having, in the com- 
n = of nine months time thereafter, ſubſcribed 


or and compleated the then deſigned 
cock, his Majeſty granted a new 7 Oban 2d, 
m charter, in the year 1672, to theſe NK wram4 
new ſubſcribers, diſtinguiſhed by the charter, grants 
to denomination of the Royal African LT 
Company of England, with the ſame ing privileges 
W excluſions and privileges which the pe ef Ar 
2 former company had, it being pre- cope, 1672 
139 viouſly ſtipulated, that out of this e 
ke laſt ſtock ſatis faction ſhould be given to the for- 
the mer company, for the eſtimated value of the re- 
mains of ſuch caſtles, forts and ſettlements, as 
oft were then in their poſſeſſion on the coaſt of Africa, 
co- which was done accordingly. „ OI 
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1 The trade to Africa being thus 
an. A ſettled again, and carried on, by the 
vantageous to uniform influence, direction and ma- 

. the de been nagement of a ſociety of perſons, 
in general, be- who had the countenance and pro- 
fore the inter. tection of the government at that | 
. a bee time, they introduced and encou- 
lution, raged the making of ſeveral ſorts of 
"a; woyollen and other goods, proper for 
the trade of Guinea, not formerly manufactured in 
England, and reduced the making thereof to a 

| ſtaple and ſettled goodneſs; they exported yearly 
upwards of . 70,000 worth of the ſaid woollen | 
and other manufactures, and gave far better prices 
for the ſame than what uſually is now given for 
the like; they furniſhed the weſtern plantations | 
with frequent ſupplies of conſiderable numbers of 
negroes, at very moderate rates, and in ſo encou- 
raging a manner too, that they ſometimes truſted | 
the planters to the value of FL. 100,000 and up- 
wards, till they could conveniently pay the ſame; 
they imported (beſide elephant's teeth, red-wood, | 
= other goods, fit for being manufactured at 
home) ſuch quantities of gold-duſt from the coaſt 
of Africa, that they frequently coined 30, 40, or 
50, ooo guineas at a time, with the elephant upon 
them for a mark of diſtinction; and in effect they 
managed matters ſo, as that, for ſeveral years to- 
ether, that trade did not only produce an annual 

9 of certain profits to all the particular 
_ adventurers in the joint ſtock, beſide a multipl- 
cation of their capital, but likewiſe ſeveral other | 

ublick and national advantages to the whok | 
kingdorn and the Britiſh . plantations in ge- 
neral. 
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= Butſome time after the late Revolu- The interlopers 
Lon, ſeveral private traders (then com- break in upon 
1 a | . e company's 
WE monly called interlopers) aſſuming privileges, and 
again a liberty of trading ſeparately are guilty of 
to Africa, without any regard to the os g * 
company's charter, few or none of * f 
them had then any other conſideration in view, 
than barely the ready diſpoſal of all ſuch cargoes 
Jas they carried along with them (no matter to 
whom, or which way) and the ſpeedy procuring of 
negroes, or any other commodities which they 
could get on that coaſt, whether by purchaſe or 
X otherways, ſo as not to ſtay long there; for ac- 
= compliſhing which deſign, they ſtuck at nothing, 
but were too frequently guilty of ſuch ſiniſter 
| practices, as proved not only very injurious to the 
| private intereſt of the company, but likewiſe diſ- 
graceful and pernicious to the Britiſh intereſt in 
ed general, among the natives, inſomuch that the 
p- Xt company's agents were frequently obliged to vin- 
e; dicate the company, by making the natives ſen- 
ſible that they were none of the company's ſhips 
or ſervants; and as the impunity of ſuch practices 
did encourage the authors to perſevere, for ſome 
time, in ſuch like courſes, ſo others likewiſe 
don taking their views and meaſures from the fſeeming 
hey ſucceſs of the former, without any regard to the 
2x conſequences of trading in that manner, joined in 
ual BY an outcry againſt the privileges of the company, 
as a monopoly inconſiſtent with the liberty of the 
fubject, and not eſtabliſhed by act of parliament ; 
and that therefore they would exerciſe their na- 
& tural right of trading to Africa, as well as the 
= company. 
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Thus 


90 REFLECTIONS on 
Theinterlopers Thus they went on for ſome time; 
endeavaur to and to give the more colourable title 
— a oo to ſuch their proceedings, they never 
failed to magnify and improve any | 
caſual loſs or misfortune which happened to the 
company during the late war, as if that had been 
the natural effect of trading by a joint ſtock ; in- 
ſomuch, that whoſoever could contrive the moſt ® 
effectual methods for leſſening the company's cre- 
dit and intereſt, either at home or abroad, whe- 
ther by detraction or otherways, was among them 
accounted the braveſt adventurer. — 
Nor were the agents of other na- 
tions, particularly thoſe of the Dutch 
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The Dutch 

company's a- 4, _ 
9 foment Weſt-India company, ever wanting 

viſions in the in cheriſhing, upon all occaſions, the 

Britiſh intereſt ?). . By 
in Guinea, authors and fomenters of any divi- - 
| ſions in the Britiſh intereſt on the 
coaſt of Guinea, but endeavoured, with all their 
art and ſkill, to make ſuch improvements thereof, 
as they thought might beſt ſerve their ends, with 
the natives upon that coaſt. © | 
EE Whereupon, after long forbear- 
African com- ance, the company at laſt addreſſed 

pany addreſs d the parliament, by petition, for re- 
ord priming lief: but ſome others, at the ſame i 
ment, 1697, is time, alledging very confidently, 
induced to lay that if the trade to Africa were laid 
the trade open I Rach i, had a 
for 13 years. Open to all ſuch perſons as had a 
9 mind to trade thither, the ſame would 
not only be more agreeable to the natural liberty 
of the ſubject, but alſo that thereby ſeveral new 
diſcoveries would be made, many places then un- 
known traded into, much greater n of 
the Engliſh manufactures exported of courſe, and 


that the plantations would be furniſhed with ne- 
| 5 „ grocs 
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1 HE trade to Africa being thus 
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AY 


es in greater numbers, and at cheaper rates, 


: than could be expected from the company alone; 
by which alluring ſuggeſtions and plauſible pre- 


tences the parliament was, in the year 1697, in- 


I | duced to make an experiment, by giving permiſ- _ 
ſion to all perſons whoſoever, as well as the com- 
3 pany, to trade to Africa for the term and ſpace of 


13 Years, they paying to the company a duty of 


| 3 | -10 per cent. towards defraying the charges of their 
= forts and caſtles, for the defence and preſervation 


of that trade to the nation. 


ti. 8 
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J An account f the progreſs of our trade to 


Africa ſince the year 1697, together with a 
clear view of the preſent ſtate thereof. 


: The novelty of 


2 were more immediately concerned in trade to Africa, 


2 . by a& of par- 
contriving and advancing that pro- jm in- 


: jet, but likewiſe a conſiderable duced many to 


number of other perſons (who before de thitker, 
who ſoon re- 


that time had ſcarcely ever any occa- pented it. 


ſion to have examined, conſidered, 
or tolerably well underſtood the nature and cir- 
cumſtances of that trade) becoming it ſeems in- 


toxicated with ſuch deluding notions and golden 


dreams, as the former had, for obtaining their 
own private ends, induſtriouſly propagated, touch- 
mg the vaſt gains to be had by a ſeparate trade 


to the Gold Coaſt, did, without any farther conſi- 


deration, 
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deration, plunge themſelves, over head and ears, 
into an African trade, and perſevered therein for 
ſome time, until, by degrees, moſt of them came 
off, at laſt, with the weeping-croſs, repenting 
them too late of their credulity and raſhneſs, and 
wiſhing, that inſtead of purſuing a trade which, | 
upon trial, they found they did not truly under. 
ſtand, they had beſtowed their time, credit, pains 
and ſubſtance in the carrying on and improve. 
ment of the ſeveral trades, callings and employ. 
ments, to which they were reſpectively bred, BR 
1 But as there ever has been, and in IJ 
cular abuſes all probability ſtill will be, ſome fort 

committed by of people in the world, who make it 

the private tra- their intereſt to fiſh in troubled wa. 
ters; ſo, even as to the laying open 
this trade, there were too many who wanted no 

more towards compaſſing their own private de- 
ſigns, than the obtaining a legal and uncontrolable 
permiſſion for trading ſeparately on the coaſt of 
Guinea; under the colour of which permiſſion 
they have, to the unſpeakable detriment and dil- 
credit of the Britiſh intereſt in general, uſed ſuch 
unaccountable methods, and been guilty of ſuch 
intolerable practices, as I could not have believed, 
if I had not ſeen ſeveral concurring teſtimonies, 
and undeniable vouchers, for proving the truth 
thereof; ſome of them ſurprizing, ſeizing and 
carrying away with them, ſuch negroes, elephants 

__ and other goods, as happened to fall con- 
veniently within their reach, without paying any | 
thing for the ſame, and making ſuch of theſe ne- 
groes, as they underſtood to be of any diftin- 
guiſhing character, redeemable at the rate of three 

for one; others, by rewards and promiſes, en- 
ticing many of the company's truſtees and ſervants 
to relinquiſh and abandon their maſter's intereſt, 


pro- 
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' proclaiming maliciouſly among the natives, and 
all others along the coaſt, that the company was 
entirely broke, and their managers here at home 


threatened to be put in Newgate, for beggin 
leave (as they alledged) of the parliament, to ſelf 
their forts and factories to the French, and de- 


TE ducting two-thirds of their ſervants wages, &c. 


Which ſcandalous allegations happened, never- 
theleſs, to have the deſired pernicious effect, inſo- 


much that, though all the company's ſervants are 


bound by oath not to trade dire&ly or indirectly, 


"Y during their ſervice, except only for, and upon 


account of the company, yet ſeveral of them 
were, by ſuch means, induced forthwith to deſert 
their maſter's ſervice, others to ſell lumping penny- 


XZ worths of ſome of the company's negroes, gold, ele- 


phats teeth, and other goods, to ſome of the ſepa- 


rate traders, as alſo to ſend home ſeveral parcels of 


gold, on their own private accounts, by the ſepa- 
rate traders ſhips; upon diſcovery of which, or 


ſuch like practices, they commonly entered into 


the ſervice of the ſeparate traders: and as the ſe- 
parate traders ſnips were as ſo many ſanctuaries to 
ſuch of the company's ſervants as proved any way 
treacherous to their maſters intereſt, ſo the Dutch 
forts were, and ſtill are, common ſanctuaries to 
both the former. © ET 
Thus the Dutch company's agents 
b a I; 5 g rp 1 'r 5 - J The Dutch 
y cajoling and careſſiag the ſeparate company's a- 
traders, and drawing on a ſubtle kind gents cajol the 
a f - private traders 
of ſmuggling trade with them, for Pl ;nſtioats 
the time, as they were not wanting, the natives a- 
on the one hand, in encouraging ail gainſt the Roy- 
ſuch pract; cheſk : al African come 
luch practices as theſe, and foment- pany. 
ing daily diviſions in the Britiſh inte- 
reſt, ſo, on the other hand, they never failed, 
with all their uſual art and ſkill, to make a ſuitable 
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until that, by renewed preſents and other proper 


frican company 


vence 18000, yance . 180,000 of additional ſtock, 


ing their caſe before the parhament. 


„ Wap eee th 


improvement thereof among the natives, who 
thereupon became ſo inſolent as not only to break 
many of their former agreements with the com- 
pany, but alſo, on ſome occaſions, inſulted even 
ſome of the company's forts and factories, to the 
great detriment and interruption of their trade, 


means uſed, theſe differences between them and 
the company's agents came to be compromiſed il 
and accommodated, from time to time, according 
as the natives happened to be more or leſs in- 
fluenced by the ſuggeſtions and management of 
either the Dutch agents or ſeparate traders, 
The company, finding themſelves 

ee eee hardly thus beſet on all ſides, 
raiſe and ad- thought fit to contribute and ad- It 
— tor beſide what money they borrowed 
upon their bonds, for maintaining, 
repairing and ſupplying their forts and factories, 
as well as for keeping up ſome face of a regular 
trade, and preſerving the ſame to the nation, until 
they could have a ſeaſonable opportunity for lay- 


| Yer ſtill the natives, who are ft 
The natives known to be a very cunning, as well 9 


advance the | . | . 2 
prices of ne- as deceitful people, never miſſed BF: 


groes, and beat catching hold of the advantages d 


down the prices | | - Ec] 
of our Britiſh Which they ſaw naturally ariſing to 1 


manufactures. themſelves, from our ſeparate inte- 


reſts, as well as different methods of |"! 
management; yea, they acted their part therein tl 


ſo very artfully, that, without regard to either | 


the company or ſeparate traders, they not only BS 
raiſed the price of negroes, gold, elephants teeth, BW"! 
and all other African productions, to a moſt into- 
lerable rate, far exceeding what the company ws 

| Pal 
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aid for them before the trade was laid open, but 
a ve alſo, at the ſame time, depreciated and beat 
on the value of all woollen and other Britiſh 
nanufactures to a meer drug upon that coaſt; in- 
ſomuch that, as the trade is now managed, it is 
next to impoſſible for either the company, or 
ſcarcely any of the ſeparate traders who deal upon 
he ſquare, or have any regard to a national inte- 
Meet, to be gainers by it; for the ſeparate traders 
contending always, not only with the company, 
hut alſo one with the other among themſelves, 
For precedency in point of diſpatch, as having 
either patience nor convenience for ſtaying any 
®Zconſiderable time upon the coaſt, do commonly 
ſubmit to ſuch terms and conditions of barter as 
the natives think fit to impoſe upon them, rather 
than go away without inveſting their goods, or 
purchaſing a competent number of negroes, at - 
„ any rate; by which pernicious example the com- 
pany's agents were forced, by degrees, to lower 
r Itheir ſales alſo, unleſs they would reſolve to ſtand 
ii by and look on like ſo many idle ſpectators ; and 
I am convinced it had been better for the com- 
*Epany's particular intereſt that they had done ſo all 
re this time, were it not merely for the preſervation 
of their forts and factories, and for keeping up the 
face of a regular trade, which may ſtill be a foun- 
dation, and yield ſome proſpect of future gain, if 
the trade were once put upon a right foot. | 
Nor do the evil conſequences of Tt 
I : e merchant 
3 theſe ſeparate intereſts ſtop here; for impoſes the ne- 
the merchant, to ſave his own bacon, grocs on the 
as much as he can, impoſes theſe ne- Py 3 
groes again on the planters in Ame- and the plan- 


Irica, at ſuch exorbitant rates as the ters ance 
ol the prices of 
Planters cannot poſſibly afford to fager, &c. 


ewe, without a proportional advance 
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on the prices of ſu 


; 


REFLECTIONS on 


circle of our trade in general. 


' The Royal A- f 


frican compa- 


ny petition the 


Queen to re- 
commend their 


caſe to the par- 


Lament, 1707. 


Referred to 


commiſſio- 


ners for trade, 


who prepared 


a report there- 


upon. 


caſe to the parliament.“ Which pe 
tition being referred to the previous 3 


conſideration of the commiſſioner 5 


for trade and plantations, it ſo hai 
pened (as it too often does in mam 
other caſes, where ſuch as have the 


worſt cauſe are commonly the moſt vigilant and 


induſtrious) that ſome of the ſeparate traders, 1. 4 2 
an early and cloſe application, with the help d 
ſome political, or rather fallacious computations 
as to their own imaginary performances, and ſeve. 
ral groundleſs ſuggeſtions againſt the company, 
had prepoſſeſſed the commiſſioners with ſuch ai 
opinion of the ſuppoſed advantages ariſing from if 


ſeparate trade, compared with "theſe of a join 
ſtock, that ſeveral ſcruples and queſtions ariſingß 


| thereupon, 


the commiſſioners were, 1t ſeems, _ 


afraid that they could not obtain ſuch proper 


vouch L 


gar, cotton, indigo, &c. Fron | 
all which it may be ealily obſerved, that (like ji 

_ virulent diſtemper affecting the blood) a fund 
mental error in the conſtitution of ſo eſſential ji 
branch of .our foreign trade, as that to Afric, 

muſt of courſe diffuſe itſelf through the whokſ 1 


The Royal African company, 
from too convincing a ſenſe of t 
many fatal conſequences thus ai 
tending ſuch a pernicious and irre 
gular management, influenced by te 
Eorrat interfering intereſts of diff. 
rent contending parties, as well «lf 
from a due regard to their own preſſing circun- 
ſtances at the time, thought fit, in Nov. 1707, u 
addreſs the Queen, by petition, in a moſt humbl: 
and dutiful manner, Praying that her e 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to recommend ther 


* 


the Ar RICOANTRADBE. 97 


Vouchers and adminicles from the coaſt of Africa 
or the plantations, in time, as might enable them 
W to put theſe matters in ſo clear a light as they 
could have wiſhed, before the end of the laſt 
WT parliament ; and therefore, rather than be thought 
any way negligent of their duty, did, in February 
WT laſt, prepare a report to be laid before her ma- 
eſty, wherein they repeat the ſeveral allegations 
and political computations aforeſaid, given in to 
chem, in name of the ſeparate traders, touching 
the contents of the company's ſaid petition. 

NF And though the diſſolution of the 

laſt parliament, before the ſaid re- The commiſ- 
port could have been ripely conſi- fad ande, but 
dered, gave occaſion, it ſeems, to its copies thereof 
having been laid aſide, yet ſeveral 3 
copies thereof having clandeſtinely made thereof. 
crept abroad, and fallen into the 5 
hands of ſome perſons who make ſiniſter improve- 
ments thereon, my preſent purpoſe obliges me to 
take ſome notice of the political computations and 
2 imaginary ſuppoſitions therein mentioned; for 
ſome of the ſeparate traders (probably the very 
in ſame who firſt had the confidence to obtrude theſe 
fallacious computations upon the commiſſioners) 
are now, by a new way of reaſoning, endeavour- 
ing to impoſe the ſame vain imaginations, as real 
truths, upon the whole kingdom, by their prints 
and otherways ; they repeat the ſame ſuggeſtions 
and computations upon all occaſions, and, with 
an aſſurance as fingular as their manner of reckon- 
ung, quote ſome certain paragraphs out of their 
= own original allegations, by way of extracts out 
of the ſaid report, and then adduce them as 
2g vouchers, for ſupporting the very ſame allega- 
Wy ons again in taverns, coffee-houſes, and elſe- 
Vor. V. 11 where: 
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where: which is ſuch a circle of ſophiſtry, for 


bantering men out of their ſenſes, as, I own, | 


ſurpaſſeth all the rules of logick that ever 
heard of. 


CHAT I. 


A detection of the fallacious 4 6 inf WES 5 4 


the ſeparate traders, with a continuation f | 1 


the ſtate of the A Hrican trade. 


The private I Think it needleſs here, to give 9 
the reader or myſelf the trouble 
ticularly con- of tracing theſe ſeparate traders (or 


traders ſuggeſ- 
tions are par- 


futed by cer- rather ſuch as ſeem now to pl 
tain remarks 


on the ſaid re. them) through the wilderneſs of al 


port, lately gi- their wild ſuggeſtions and imagina 


ven in to the 
e ee tions, eſpecially ſince I am informed 


for trade. that their inconſiſtencies are already 4 j 
more than ſufficiently expoſed, in a 
certain paper lately given in, by the Royal Alt. 3 
can company, to the lords commiſſioners for trade 
and plantations ; yet, for a ſample and teſt of the 4 
ſeparate traders candor and ingenuity, to the end | I 
that (according to the common ſaying) “ the lion 
may be known by his paw,” I ſhall detect the fal 
lacies of two or three of theſe general topicks, 
upon which they ſeem to lay their greateſt ſtrels, 
and which, in effect, may be ſaid to include al 


the reſt. 


5 
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7 With deſign, no doubt, to make The alledged 


themſelves and their method of export of the 


| ing ſeparate traders 
trading very popular and acceptable 


| . - roved to be 
to the nation, they alledge in their fabulous. 


prints, that they have exported 

L. 125,000 worth of woollen and other manufac- 
tures yearly, ſince the trade to Africa has been 
laid open ; yea, by the very accounts which they 


had the aſſurance to give in to the aforeſaid com- 


miſſioners, they make their annual exports to be 


about . 98,240; and the way they pretend to 


prove both the one and the other, 1s thus : They 


ay that they fitted out a certain number of ſhips 
== yearly from the port of London, and a ſuppoſed 
number of ſhips yearly from the plantations, and 
the ports of Briſtol, Liverpool, and other out- 


ports of the kingdom; then they ſuppoſe that 
every one of theſe ſhips, great and ſmall, one with 


another, without any diſtinction, carried out as 


valuable a cargo as the biggeſt of thoſe ſhips em- 


ployed by the company; to this they add the 
22 yearly amount of the ten per cent. duty paid by 
them, upon their real export, when at the higheſt : 
and thus, by ſetting one mountain a-top of an- 


other, they have, in their own conceit, reared up 


their imaginary tower of Babylon to a moſt pro- 
digious height at laſt. 


I muſt confeſs, if there could have An appeal to 
the Cuſtom- 


been no more certain rule fallen houſe books. 


upon, for computing the value of 
their yearly exports, than this fallacious method 


2 of theirs, then the introducing of what they call 
political arithmetick, might, in ſome meaſure, 
have been allowable; but when, to their own 
2 certain knowledge, there are ſtrict and regular 
accounts of the value of all ſuch exports, as are 


H 2 made 
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made by theſe ſeparate traders, kept at all the 


” 


ports of the kingdom, and confirmed by the en- 


tries and oaths of the very exporters themſelves, I 
think it no breach of charity to affirm, that their 


not making the Cuſtom-houſe books the ſtandard Il 


and rule of their accounting, in computin 8 the 


value of theſe exports, does tacitly imply 


what more than a bare ſuſpicion, that the framer: 
of theſe political accounts had a ſhrewd deſign of 


they cn. annual exports, theſe ſix or ſeven | 


exceed C. 33,883 13s. 8d. at moſt. Now, the 


believe they did) then this Babyloniſh tower of 
their political computations falls to the ground of 


look for. | Ne 


impoſing upon the nation to a moſt inſufferable 
V 8 2 
1 But to come cloſer to the point; 


dilemma, to it appears evidently, by their own | 


er 10 * oaths and entries in the Cuſtom-houſe 
Arate Aders . be 
are deſired to books of London, Briſtol and other I 
give 2 catego- | Out-ports of the kingdom, that their = | 
Tical anſwer, if ” 


x 


pFears paſt, on an average, did not 3 


oaths of theſe ſeparate traders being thus kept 
upon record, either they ſwore juſtly, or they dd 
not; if juſtly (which in charity I am inclined to 


5 
1 
<1 FB 

5 

* 


courſe; but if otherwiſe, then it muſt be allowed, 
that they have not only cheated the company of 
their 10 per cent. duty for the overplus of thei e 
exports, but have likewiſe, to ſhun the payment e 
of that duty, perjured themſelves into the ba- 
gain. Theſe gentlemen are at their liberty t v 
chooſe which branch of the alternative they think |v 
fir; and if any of their moſt celebrated cham- | 
pions in ſophiſtry can extricate them handſomely t 
out of this unlucky dilemma, it is more than 1 f 
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= Then, after ſuppoſing an indefi- 
W nite number of chimerical ſuppoſi- 
tions, which no conſidering or intel- 
gent perſon can ever either ſuppoſe 
or grant, they infer, I muſt own, a 
W moſt pertinent and natural conclu- 
don, fully as ſuppoſititious as the 
= premiſles, viz. That fince the trade 


groes, 
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The alledged 


numbers of ne- 
carried 
by the ſepa» 
rate traders to 
the plantations, 
proved to be 
groſsly fictiti- 


OUS, 


to Africa has been laid open, they carried at leaſt 
25, oo0 negroes yearly to the plantations, and ſold 


them there from 14 to 20 and 23 J. 


per head, at 


- | moſt; and, to give the better colour to this ficti- 
tious account, they make a very formal diſtribution 


thus: 
ir FC Barbadoes — 
the Leeward-Iſlands 
Virginia and Maryland 

Carolina and New-York 
Jamaica 


—_—_—_—  _ —=—=_—_—- _—_—— 
— — 
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Por the confutation of this falla- 
cious account, I ſhall, in the firſt 
place, ſhew the inconſiſtency thereof, 
compared with the amount of their 
exports, and then adduce undeniable 


teſtimonies touching the real numbers 
which they furniſhed to the plantations, and at 


1 what Prices. 


=o 

* 

Us 
Peony 

2 

e 


H 3 


1 of theſe ſuppoſed negroes among the plantations, 


4000 


40⁰⁰ 


4000 
1000 


— — 12000 


25000 


The ſeparate 
traders dliſin- 
genuity proved 


trom their own 


_ undeniable ex- 


ports, 


of negroes 


Buy what has been already ſaid, it is evident that 
che amount of the ſeparate traders exports, theſe 
fix or ſeven years paſt, in an average, does not 
exceed /. 33,883 135. 89. per ann. at moſt. 

lt is acknowledged by all parties, that the va- 
glue of theſe exports, conſiſting chiefly in woollen 


manu- 
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manufactures, is fallen about cent. per cent. cf 
the price, at Which the company ſold them for- 
merly on the coaſt of Guinea. 
It is acknowledged likewiſe, that the prices of 
gegroes on the coaſt of Guinea is now generally | 
Advanced to 10, 12 and 1 37. per head; yet to 
ſee how far it can ſerve theſe gentlemen's purpoſe, : 
PI allow that they bought all their negroes at 
£.8 per head. 
"Now: I'll ſuppoſe with them (though the con- 
trary be moſt certain) that they have not beſtowed | 
any part of their exports in the purchaſing of ei- 
ther gold, elephants teeth, red-wood, proviſions Bl 
for negroes, or the like, but that they have in 
veſted all the aforeſaid ſum of J. 33,883 135. 84 
in negroes only, at J. 8 per head; yet, even a 
that rate, and in that manner, the aforeſaid ſun 8 
could not have purchaſed any more than 4235 ne- 2 
groes at moſt. p 
Then I'll ſuppoſe, with them, 1 no eien 
or any misfortune whatſoever, occaſioned by fick- 
neſs, ſtorms, or the war, has leſſened that num- 
ber, from the time of purchaſing them on the 
coaſt of Guinea, till they were delivered all fate 3 ; 
in the plantations ; and yet ſtill, when I have al. 
lowed theſe gentlemen more than, in reaſon, I ca 
allow them, I cannot find out any ſhadow of pre. 
tence for ſuppoſing a medium, by which to alloy 1 
them the remaining 20, 765 of their mene 4 
number of 23, ooo negroes per ann. unlets we 
ſuppoſe them to have dropt from the clouds. : 
But leaving this method of calculating num: 
bers, by meer ſuppoſitions, to ſuch as are mori 
in love with it than I am, I come now to th 
plain, familiar, old-faſhioned way of finding ou 4 
the truth or untruth of people's aſſertions, by cer: 
tain inſtances of poſitive points of fact. 3 
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1 have lately ſeen a certificate, 
under the ſeal of the Naval-office of 
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The ſeparate 


5 ins : traders diſinge- 
W Barbadoes, containing a liſt of all nuityprovedby 
W the veſſels arrived there from the genes from, 

SS coaſt of Africa, with an account of theplantations. 


all the negroes imported in them, 
from the 2d of Jan. 1701-2, to the 1oth of Aug. 
1508. It mentions not only the ſhips and maſters 

names, with the days of every month on which 
. WE they arrived, but likewiſe the reſpective numbers 

of negroes which each ſhip carried apart. By 
& which certificate it appears, that the whole num- 
ber imported into that iſland, by the private tra- 
ders, in almoſt ſeven years time, is only 6063, 
| which, in an average, is little more than goo per 

ann. So that their fictitious importation of 4000 
negroes per ann. to that iſland, may be added to 


the reſt of their fables, 


Then as to their candor, in al- 


ledging that they ſold theſe negroes 


to the planters from 14 to 20 and 


3 Houſe of Commons, ſigned by the 
chief planters and inhabitants of 


The prices 
of negroes in 
the plantations 


— proved, by cer- 
= | | tificates from 

23 . per head, I have very lately TT Ke 
= : ſeen a petition to the honourable more than dou- 


ble what the 
private traders 
alledge. 


Barbadoes, complaining of their not 
being ſupplied with a ſuffictent number of ne- 
= groes; that both the company and private traders 
together have not, for five years paſt, imported 
22 thither above 2000 negroes per ann. at moſt, and 
that they were fold at extravagant prices, from 
25 to 40 l. per head: and I have ſeen another pe- 
2 tition to the *honourable Houſe of Commons, 
2 ſigned by 71 of the principal planters and inhabi- 
tants of Montſerrat, complaining likewiſe of their 
not being ſupplied with a ſufficient number of 
2 Negroes, and that the company and private traders 
: | 4 together 
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together have not, for ſeveral years paſt, imported 


above the number of 100 negroes per ann. to that . 
iſland, and that theſe were fold at extravagant hich kh 
prices, from 40 to 604. per head; and I ſaw-juſt BW 
ſuch another petition from the planters of Nevis, 
So, whether ſuch teſtimonies as theſe, or the fa. 
bulous accounts publiſhed in name of the ſeparate i 
traders, ought to obtain moſt credit with any in- Mb 
different perſon, I leave it to the reader to judge, 
The number LT am informed that ſeveral other ip 
of negroes im- petitions and accounts, of the like 
1 K on nature, are coming from the other 
parably ſhort Britiſh plantations and colonies in 
of the private America; but, in the mean time, 
tear mag dice the private traders thought fi, f 
es in their aforeſaid imaginary diſtribu- 
tion, to make an allotment of no leis number than 
12,000 negroes per ann. for Jamaica, I muſt put 
them in mind how that, by a-particular account, 
formerly taken, of the ſeveral numbers imported t 
by them in each ſhip, in any one of theſe years, i 
when they made their greateſt effort, the whol: | 
number imported by them to Jamaica amounted 


only to 2553 negroes: ſo that I muſt leave it to 
themſelves to make up the remaining 9447 negroes 
of their annual allotment for that iſland the beſt 
way they can, 


lucteag or ten It is true, they very imprudently 
alledged 4000, made a mighty effort for a year 0 


the ſeparates two at firſt, which indeed was occa- 
traders import- 5 
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ed only 130 
negroes to Bar- 
badocs, in a 
whole years 
time. 


their complement of ſlaves, others periſhing in 
their voyages, by reaſon of delays upon the coal, BY 


tioned by their ignorance and vain BY: 
expectations of gaining vaſtly by I 
trade which they did not underſtand; 
but finding moſt of their ſhips fe. 
turning with ſcarcely one half of 
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Wide many other loſſes following thereupon, the 
Wc greateſt part of theſe ſeparate traders to Africa 
ave already given that trade quite over, as may 
W& fly be judged by this one inſtance, That from 
Rug. 1707, to Aug. 1708, they have, inſtead of 
heir boaſted allotment of 4000, imported only 


= 30 negroes to Barbadoes, the moſt conſiderable 


Pr all the Caribbee Iſlands. ; 
And though, in their aforeſaid 2 , os 
Political computations, they reckoned qips from 6: 
upon a ſuppoſed number of ſhips to as vp _ 
be yearly fent to Africa, from Li- ig a meer fable. 
verpool in particular, upon the pre- 5 
ſumption of its being known to be, of late, a port 
of conſiderable trade other ways; yet, after the 
inhabitants of that place had made an experiment, 
as ſeveral others did, there has not been ſo much 
as one ſhip ſent from that town to Africa theſe ſix 
years paſt, nor indeed from any other port in Bri- 
tain, except that of London, and ſome few from 
Briſtol. , ES „ 
| Yet ſuch is the perverſeneſs of A ſummary 
ſome people's temper, that when 2 ate private 
| PEOP Per, traders calum- 
to they find all their loud acclamations, nious c 
05 F magnifying their own performances, _ 
it not likely to anſwer their purpoſe, > 
#tien they have recourſe to ſpiteful invectives 
1; FR againſt the Royal African company, alledging 
or |S that forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa 
are altogether unneceſſary for preſerving and car- 
n rying on that trade, and that, if forts ſhould be 
thought any way neceſſary for that purpoſe, yet 
d; | thoſe belonging to the company are generally uſe- 
re- leſs, as not being in a condition to make any de- 
of BY tence; for that, beſide the alledged inſufficiency 
_ of the fortifications themſelves, they are always 
£2 unproyided of ſtores, ammunition, and a ſufficient 


number 


1 
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number of guns and men to defend them : and al 
an inſtance thereof, they confidently aſſert thai 
James-Fort in the river of Garhbia, and Siem 
Leon, were taken by the French in open boatz 
adding farther, that all the company's forts ani 1 
he rh Jointly eſtimated, are not worth aboulWe 
L. 4100, and concluding, by a ſort of fantaſticii 
account, of their own deviſing, that the company A 
ſtock muſt needs be worle than nothing. E: | 
To obviate all which unaccountable ſuggeſtion, 
I ſhall, in the firſt place, adduce ſeveral inſtanc 3 
of poſitive points of fact to prove the inconſiſtency, hv 
as well as groſs folly, of 8 aforeſaid allegation; 
and then demonſtrate, from the uncommon natur 
and many precarious circumſtances of the trade, 
the abſolute neceſſity of maintaining forts and ſe. 
tlements on the coaſt of Africa, for preſerving au 
advancing the Britiſh intereſt there. | 
1 The ſincerity of theſe gentlemen 
e private 4 
traders charge Tepreſentations of things may be 8 
confuted from clearly ſeen from their own word, 
= they are repeated in the lors Wr 
commiſſioners report, formerly mem 
tioned : they lay, in one part of the repor, |: 
( 
| 
| 


SS. 5s 2 2 8 . 8 25 5 Ft” A 
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«< That forts and caſtles are neither an advantage 
or ſecurity to the trade, but an unneceſſary bur-| 2 
then; for that, in time of peace, no advantage 
can be aiened to balance the expence, and u 
war they are not defenſible againſt a foreign 
enemy ;z” and yet, by a ſubſequent part of te 
ſame report, it appears that the private traders, 


1 


to aggravate their ſuggeſtions againſt the com 
pany, have exhibited a grievous complain 
That the company has not c erected any fort 0 
the Angola coaſt, which (they ſay) would have 
been of great benefit to the traders thither ; for L 
that, in the year 1701-2, Capt. Eterſon and cx 5 
3 00K 
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5 
PT ĩ˙ 
n 2 


Took were both taken, and the informer himſelf 
whoſe name is not mentioned) with others, forced 
n ſhore, for want of a fort to defend them from 
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„ee enemy.” This is ſuch a {elf-evident contra- 
u icrion, that it puts me in mind of the old pro- 


erb, Liars ought to have good memories.“ 
Mor indeed can I imagine how they can pretend 
o reconcile this latter complaint with their former 
gertion, unleſs they make a very ſubtle diſtinc- 
ion between the uſefulneſs of forts on the coaſt of 


Angola, and that of forts on the coaſt of Guinea, 
1, Svhich truly would be as ridiculous as to ſay, in 


plain terms, that forts are neceſſary where the 
Dutch have none, and that where they have forts 


ut, we need have none. pp. 
er But to evacuate that pretence lixke- The private 
n viſe, in caſe they ſhould happen to f729ers contu- 


4 x | ted from points 
build upon it, I ſhall condeſcend of 


jon ſome of many inſtances which 
may be given, for proving the uſefulneſs of the 
latter, even to the private traders themſelves, as 
particularly at Whidah. The company's chief, 
by his intereſt and power with the King there, 
and by threatening to intercept the trade of that 
country, by firing from the company's fort, &c. 
ur- obtained reſtitution of a ſhip, with 200 negroes, 
age taken in that road by the French; which ſhip did 
n belong to Mr. Heyſham, now a member of par- 
161 BY lament : and the Mary of Barbadoes, Capt. Cod- 
the nor, maſter, and ſeveral other ſhips belonging to 
5, BY tie ſeparate traders, and their cargoes, have, under 
u- the protection of Cape-Coaſt Caſtle, and by its 
great firing upon the enemy, been frequently pre- 
ſerved, yea, and their ſlaves and goods taken into 
the caſtle, for farther ſafety, when attempted to 
have been taken, by the French men of war and 
2 privatcers, out of Cape-Coaſt Road. 
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Mk, As to the ſeparate traders alleg, Wk 
. n= tion, that James-Fort and Sierra. 
tion concern= Leon have been taken from the. 
ing James. company, by the French, in open 
Fort, &c. dif- boats. I ſhall w h „ 
oral -by the s, I ſhall wave the company; 
ndiſputable ts OWN teſtimony in that matter, - leſt it 
common ene. may be thought too partial in their 
my. own favour, and betake myſelt | 
OT wholly to the publick account there. 
of, which may be ſeen at large in the Sieur Fro. | 
ger's printed relation of Monſieur de Gennes | 
voyage to the coaſt of Africa, &c. by which i | 
will appear, that Monſieur de Gennes had a ſquz 
dron of ſix ſhips of force along with him in tha | 
expedition; and by the articles of capitulation, or 
as they are particularly recited in the 21ſt, 22d, 
23d and 24th pages of the ſaid book, it is ſpe- 
_ cially declared that, at the time of ſigning the 
faid articles, the ſeveral goods after-mentioned 
did belong to the Royal African company, viz. 
500 quintals of morphil (or elephants teeth) 300 
quintals of wax, 130 male negroes, 40 females Ml 
in the iſland, go at Gillofriee, and above 80,000 | 
crowns of merchandizes, at the uſual rates of the m 
country, as alſo 72 large cannons mounted, 30 jw 
not mounted, and a conſiderable quantity of war- t 
hike ammunition ;” and in the 25th page the au- 
thor (who was in perſon along with Monſieur de 
Gennes in that expedition, and conſequently not {Mal 
a meer repeater of ſtories at the ſecond or third WM» 
hand) gives a full and particular deſcription of the MP 
ſaid fort, and, after taking notice of its being f. 
furniſhed with a prodigious quantity of arms, and Ne 
that the magazines of powder were well ſtored, he {M2 
declares expreſsly, that © if the governor had {MO 
done his duty, the ſaid fort had been impreg- n 
nable.” From all which the reader may judg 1 
| 4 


: the AFRICAN TRADE, teg 
a I f the private trader's veracity in other particu- 


ars. 
Then, as to the value of all the 7 
Fompany's forts, it is manifeſtly traders mali- 
Known, that in the year 1672, the 2 berg 
Royal African company paid 34,000 J. pany'sforts and 
ro their predeceſſors, for the forts die, clearly 
. . . diſproved, and 
hich they had then in their poſſeſ- a juſt view gi- 
on, and theſe were only three, viz, ven thereof. 
ames-Fort and Sierra-Leon on the 
North Coaſt, and Cape-Coaſt Caſtle on the Gold 
LCoaſt; nor were they then but in a very ordinary 
condition for defence, as being much out of re- 
pair: but ſince that time, the company has not 
only rebuilt and enlarged theſe three, but likewiſe 
gave 4000/7. for a fort which they bought from 
the Danes, and built the ſeveral other forts of 
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with conſtant ſupplies and repairs, as alſo the in- 
r- {tereſt of that money ſo laid out, could not but 


„ as 
We 
3 


25 


5 


u- amount to ſeveral hundred thouſands of pounds, 
le though the company is ſo modeſt as not to charge 
ot {Many intereſt for the ſame, but have eſtimated the. 
rd whole at 130, oo J. which eſtimation will {till ap- 
ne pear to be more moderate, if it be conſidered that, 
ig for one ſingle fort belonging to the Brandenburgh 
company, on the ſame coaſt, a perſon ſpecially 
1c authorized by them to ſell it, demanded 50,000 /. 
xd of the Royal African company about twelve 
g- months ago. Yet the private traders, by a me- 
7 chod of probation peculiar to themſelves, as well 
ol as 
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as that of their computations, will needs impobf 


a belief upon the nation, that all the Royal Africa 
company's forts and ſettlements above-mention ei 
are worth no more than 4100/7. or thereaboutz; 


and they prove it thus: They informed the com. 


miſſioners for trade and plantations, that (at thi 
time of paſſing the act for laying the trade open i 


Oo 


the year 1698) all the forts and caſtles then in ti 


company's poſſeſſion were valued by ſome privat 
traders (meaning ſuch as were formerly called in. 


terlopers) who pretended to be well acquainted 
with the company's affairs, at no more tha 


41,0001. or thereabouts, which the commiſſioner 
repeated again in their aforeſaid report; and th: 


private traders have lately printed the very ſam 


words, by way of extract out of the ſaid repon 


as a notable proof of the ſame aſſertion withouf 


doors; yea, and to mend the matter, they har 
either wilfully filched out, or negligently dropt 
one of the cyphers of the ſaid ſum in the copying 
by which means the 41, ooo J. is abridged u 
4100. So that, if ſuch computations and proc 


as theſe be ſuſtained as real, it will be no difficul 2 | 
matter to make not only this company's ſtoch . 
but likewiſe the ſtocks of all the companies in ti b 


kingdom, appear ridiculous, and worle than no. I 
thing, in the eyes of ſome ſort of people. 3 


A farther in- 


Nor could the private traders rel 


Aance of the Tatisfied here, until they had prompt 
vexatious and | ed the commiſſioner s for trade 0 de. [2 


reſtleſs ſpirit, | | can com 
by which the mand, from the Royal African com 


private traders pany, * an account of the value i 


do create mat- their joint ſtock in 1698, what fumt* 


ter of diſtur- | | „ 
bance to ec have been ſince called in, what diy 


{elves and o- dends were made by them during th 


thers, to no » *3 4: zr ro 
other purpoſe aforeſaid time, the value of their pe 


at all, {ent ſtock, the debts owing by the : 
companſ; 


ompany, how often they had balanced their 
ooks, and what theſe balances had amounted 
o, &c.” In compliance with the commiſſioners 
rders, the company gave them particular ac- 
Eounts of all the aforeſaid heads, and ſeveral 
thers of the ſame nature, but for what purpofe 
„ 1 own, paſt my underſtanding. I cannot ſuf- 
er myſelf to ſuppoſe that it could be towards 
&cttifying any part of the conſtitution, becauſe in 
hat caſe they would, without doubt, have or- 
ered the ſeparate traders to have given in ac- 
Founts likewiſe of the ſame nature, ſhewing the 
names and qualities of ſuch as traded ſeparately 
rhe firſt year aſter the parliament had granted 
m hem a permiſſion to trade to Africa; who and 
ow many of theſe were concerned in the ſame 

hips and ſtocks; what their ſeveral proportions | 
au dere; how much of the money adventured by 
hem was truly their own, and how much bor- 
Egowed ; what debts each of them owed ; how 
nuch thereof was upon bond, and how much 
pon judgment; how many of them have been 
Eguned by that trade, and put in the Gazette as 
bankrupts; how often all of them had adjuſted 
Fbeir ſeveral and reſpective accounts; what profit 
the one had, and what loſs the other; how the 
Epalance of profit and loſs ſtood at the year's end, 
Pith reſpect to all the ſeparate traders collectively 
Fonſidered; how many of thoſe who traded the 
Hrrſt year continued to trade the ſecond, and ſo on 
progreſſively, from year to year, till this time. 
Feyond all peradventure, theſe gentlemen would 
Wave thought ſuch an inquiſition a very hard and 
f Filagrecable morſel for their own digeſtion, and 
Net, in effect, it would have been no more than 
Phat the company was obliged to ſwallow. 
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1 But truly, conſidering how very 
fects of ſuch a much all the merchants and oof J 
vexatious and traders in Britain (whether 1 in Joint 1 
neectes iqur- ſtock or ſeparately, whether bi 
- vided intereſt, Wholeſale or retail) do deal upon c 
dit, it is moſt evident, that ſuch ex 
piſcations as theſe may be very provoking, and «| 
injurious conſequence, but can never be of ay 
real uſe towards. ſettling and fixing the conſtitution 
of any trade, and — leſs * that to Africy 
which is always attended with ſeveral uncommat 
circumſtances z nor can it be of any importance 
towards ſettling the aforeſaid trade on a right fob 
to know whether the company or ſeparate traden 
have traded for moſt ſtock, ſince it is unqueſtion.M 
ably certain that neither of them have traded pu 
frably . ; Nor is it indeed morally poſſible, tha 
ever they can trade to advantage upon the foot dl 
a divided intereſt, which (as I have heard ſeverl 
ntlemen of the company declare) is the true rer 
— why they have not traded all this time fa, 
more than they have done, nor raiſed a farthe 
additional ſtock for that end. And although tk 
company were not exiſtent, yet the ſame divide 1 
intereſt would unavoidably have ftill remain 
among the ſeparate traders themſelves, and wou 
7” have produced the like or worſe c 
3 It would be almoſt an endleſs 7 
The niger hes 1 + 5 
uſe which the bour, to enumerate and expatizt 
rivate traders upon all the abſurdities and incor 
je ah # cer Fea ſiſtencies which could naturally b 4 
ners credulity. inferred from the ſeveral topick 4 
made uſe of by the ſeparate trademi 
and therefore I ſhall, at this time, conclude wh 
I have already ſaid, on that head, with this gene 
ral obſervation on the contents of the aforeſi 
repo 
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report: That the ſeparate traders have not ad- 
W duced any vouchers for ſupporting the ſeveral alle- 
gations, ſuggeſtions and ſuppoſitious computations 
which they had the confidence to give in to the 
commifſſioners for trade; and though the commiſ- 
ſioners did not avouch theſe as truths, yet the 
tranſcribing them, by way of report, and inter- 
mixing them with fuck accounts as were demanded 
of the Royal African company, has happened to 
give them ſome more ſeeming authority than can 

BE reaſonably be ſuppoſed. to have been ever intended 
by the commiſſioners ; for, by the inſtances al- 
ready given, it is manifeſt that the ſeparate traders 
have taken occaſion from thence to print certain 
| paragraphs of their own bare allegations, by way 
of extracts out of the ſaid report, as vouchers to 
gain credit to the very fame allegations again 
= without doors, Which may ſerve as a caveat to 
ſuch as now are, or hereafter ſhall be, at the helm 
af publick affairs, to be better ſatisfied, touching 
fa the nature and circumſtances of things, and of 
he the certainty of alledged points of fact, before 
th they ſeem to give too much ear to ſuggeſtions, 
ide left that, by the interpoſition of any ſhadow of 
elf their own authority, they may ſeem to give a cur- 
dul rency to the falſe and counterfeit coin of others, 
el under the colour of their own ſtamp. _ 
s E 
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Some conſiderations on the nature and uncommon 
circumſtances of the African trade. 1 
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The temper of * TY Etween. Axim and Accra ( 
e altogether 60 leagues along the 
Cold Coaſt, nor above 30 leagues uy 
the country, which is the fartheſt that any Euro- 
pean, now alive, ever pretended to have travelled 
towards the heart of that part of the continent) 
there are about 20 ſeveral petty principalities and 
ſtates, governed by as many different Sovereign 
wholly independent of one another. The native | 
are generally ſo very poor and avaricious, and na 
turally ſo very mercenary and treacherous, even to 
one another, as well as to the Europeans, tha 
the moſt ſolemn engagements can never ſecun 
their fidelity, longer than it makes for what the 
think to be their intereſt at the time, unleſs a co 
ercive power oblige them to it; they are contin 
ally invading each other's property, and ſeizing 
one another's goods, which occaſions 5 
wars among ſome or other of them; and the vie, 
tors do commonly ſell their vanquiſhed neighbour 
as well as their own ſlaves, to ſuch European me- 
chants as they happen to be moſt in triendihy 
with at that time. ns | 4 
All the European nations wi 
3 trade to that coaſt, have, for ets ] 
as have iettied bliſhing, preſerving and improviig 
3 Fn their intereſt and power among th 
T3 petty Sovereigns, found it neceſſary 
at firſt, not only to bribe and engage their frienq 
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ſhip with certain agrecable preſents, but like 
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| {after having, by ſuch means, obtained the native 
pro rietor's conſent) to ere& fortifications and 
| ſettlements at ſuch ports as they found moſt con- 
venient for carrying on their deſigned trade; and 
as their power 1 intereſt increaſed, ſo they al- 
| ways, from time to time, augmented the number 
of ſuch their fortifications and ſettlements. 
The Sovereigns of theſe ſeveral _ 
countries have frequent alliances e 2 | 
and confederations of peace and war coaſt of Africa. 
=Z with ſome one or other of their 
=& neighbours, againſt ſome other confederates on the 
ſame coaſt, and each of them do commonly con- 
XZ fine the trade of their own and their confederates 
reſpective countries, at leaſt the benefit of pre- 
emption, to the forts, factories and ſettlements of 
ſuch European nations as are moſt dexterous in 
acquiring and preſerving their friendſhip by re- 
newed preſents and alliances, as occaſion requires, 
and by ſhewing a more than ordinary vigilance 
and care in ſupporting them againſt the infractions 
co and depredations of others. | 
nu The Dutch (who of all other Eu- The practice of 
ing 5 | ropean nations, are diſtinguiſhed for ns _ = 
tui being the moſt politick and deſigning toalt of Africa. 
vie people in trade) have left no means 
ur uneſſayed for engrofling as much as poſſibly they 
ner can of this trade to themſclves; they have 11 ſe- 
veral forts and ſettlements along the Gold Coaſt, 
and, upon all occaſions, given very conſiderable 
bribes to the natives, as they themſelves have ac- 
Eknowledged even in print *, nor have any of their 
ing trading companies ever been known to be v 
#4 {crupulous or ceremonious in obſerving point of 
night with the people of any nation, whenever 
4 + 4B: they 
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* Vide Boſman's Letters, printed at Utrecht, 
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they found themſelves veſted with a ſufficient BY 
power to execute their deſigns, and make their 
| rao good. For proof thereof, many in- 
| ſtances might be given, but the following noted 
one may {ſerve at preſent : . 2A 
The Portugueze were ſettled on the Gold Coaſt 
many years before the Dutch, yet the Portugueze 
not trading by a joint ſtock, as the Dutch always 
did, and conſequently not being in a condition to 
maintain their precarious poſſeſſion againſt an 
united force, were, by degrees, wholly ſupplanted 
and driven, by the Dutch, from all their ſettle. 
ments there; yea now, the Dutch do not only 
ſeize all the Portugueze ſhips which they find 
trading on that coaſt, and oblige them to pay an 
arbitrary duty of at leaſt 257. per cent. of their 
whole cargo, for a permiſſion to trade there, but 
make likewiſe a publick jeſt of them into the bar. 
gain: witneſs Mr, Boſman's ſcoffing character of | 
them, in a book lately printed at Utrecht, viz. | 
That formerly the Portugueze ſerved only fort:: 
ſetting-dogs to ſpring the game, which, as ſoon s 
they had done, was commonly ſeized by others.” 
And as the Dutch Weſt-India company has ſerved t 
them thus on the coaſt of Africa, ſo it is well“ 
| known that the Dutch Eaſt-India company has 
ſerved them long ago, after the ſame manner, in 
the Eaſt-Indies. \ 
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om A, 
gueze do trade 2 3 
now by a joint ſcems, at laſt made the Portuguez: In: 
8 IKE © wiſe enough, though ſomewhat too tr 
coaſt of Africa, late) to ſee the neceſſity of trading u 
Africa by a joint ſtock, if at all 
they have ſome years ago (as I am informed) fo. 
lowed that method, and have, at this time, tw 
| forts on the north coaſt of Africa, and one upon 


— 4 A re 8 — oat a 
— — þ _ — - K = $2.6 
— Ore SIG ——— 
- : | 2 . 
— — => - _—_ —— — he Ty —_ 
es — A 4c > 82. = wes — — — > L 
. c_—_— = ” 74 — 2 


— 22 . 
2 5 OY 
— x 
— —— 
— * — 
5s — = 
- ng — 
A — 
— 


trading to Africa, with joint ſtocks 
and excluſive privileges 3 however, 
the Dutch company has ſo far got 
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of them eſtabliſhed companies for 


N 117 
7 the coaſt of Angola, towards the Cape of Good- 
P 1 | 
== The Danes, Brandenburghers, and 
ſome years ago the French, have all 


£ The Danes, 

Brandenburg 
hers and French 
have forts on 
the coaſt of A- 
frica, and trade 


thither by joint 


ſtocks 
ſively, 


exclu- 


che ſtart of them in fortifications, 

and in the experience of the propereſt 8 
methods of practiſing upon the natives, according 
to the ſeveral circumſtances of ſuch different emer- 

2 gencies as do and muſt daily happen, that hitherto 
they have ſcarcely conſidered all theſe European 
companies, jointly, as competitors with them- 
2 ſelves alone, in the trade of the Gold Coaſt; and 
therefore (to the end probably that they might not 
ſeem to have too much work upon their hands at 
once) they have, for ſeveral years paſt, contented 
themſelves only with obſerving the progreſs of 
BBY theſe ſeveral companies, and, by certain ſecret 
s. FF ſprings, embarraſſing their meaſures with the na- 
tives, as well as with one another. All which 
may be ealily gathered from their own writings, 
£2 beſide ſuch other accounts thereof as are frequently 
had from that coaſt. 


But the Dutch company, conſi- 
dering the more exalted genius and 
geſtabliſned reputation of the Engliſh 
nation, for making improvements in 
trade and navigation, have, all along, 
looked upon the ſeveral efforts — 92 


IE 


their predeceſſors, for eſtabliſhing 
two and preſerving the Britiſh intereſt on 


che 1 


by the Royal African company, and 


The Dutch 
company is 
more jealous 
of the Engliſh 
Royal African 
company, than 
of all other 
competitors for 
the trade of A 
frica. 1 5 


the coaſt of Africa, with a much more jealous 


eye, 
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eye, and more intenſe application for rendering 
their deſigns and endeavours abortive, than can 
well be imagined by any one, at this diſtance, i 
who has not been at more than ordinary pains to 
be informed concerning the ſeveral intrigue; 
and tranſactions of the Dutch company's a i 
gents, in thoſe parts, for a ſeries of many year i 


palt. rs | 

| The Royal African company, on 
The Royal the other hand, taking a juſt ani 
African com- . 78 
pany takes pre- neceſſary precaution, from the hard 1 
caution, from treatment which their predeceſſon 
former "uſages had formerly met with on the coaſt oi 
companies. Guinea, and which others of ther 
c.ountrymen had likewiſe met with 
from the Dutch companies both in * Aſia and 
America, as occaſion offered, have, for the pr. 
vention of any ſuch uſage thereafter, as much a 
in them lay, and for ſecuring and enlarging th: 
Britiſn intereſt in Africa, purchaſed, built, 
- paired and maintained a greater number of fo 
and ſettlements on that coaſt than could har 
well been expected, while they were under ti 
preſſure of all theſe complicated difficulties ani 
heavy circumſtances with which they have ſtrug 
gled theſe twenty years paſt : they bought, bull 
or rebuilt, three forts on the North Coaſt, and 
ten forts, beſides three factories, which they hav 
on the South or Gold Coaſt, : 


* Vide De Britaine's Dutch Uſurpation, 1672. Stub's Jo tr 
ſtification of the War againſt the Hollanders, 1672. And vt k 
Joſiah Child's confutation of a treatiſe, intituled, A juſtiſa f © 
you of the Directors of the Netherlands Eaſt India compaiſ of 

1688, | ' 8. 
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Theſe forts and ſettlements are 8 
eenerally ſo contiguous to, and in- of ober fo. 
termixed with the ſeveral forts of reign compa- 
other European companies, and more dple wich tat 
Wo cſpecially the Dutch, that (as mat- of the Royal 
ters are carried on there) the intereſt, Afr SM 
WT ſecurity and ſucceſs of one company, fg 
ſeems, in a great meaſure, incompa- = 
tible with that of the other. 
It has been an old and conſtant 8 
a practice of the Dutch Weſt-India grera | 
company, by preſents and otherways, 5 work t 
ss create and foment quarrels be- as agents de 
[WS tween ſome of the neighbouring petty ſtudy to leſſen 
kings and ftates, and to aſſiſt the one te um in- 
BS fide with arms, ammunition and o- coaſt of Gui- 
ther neceſſaries, upon promiſe and nm. 
condition that cater revailing a- 
gainſt their enemies) chit would turn all other 
Europeans out of their country, or at leaſt to 
bring and confine as much as poſſibly they could 
of their trade to the Dutch forts and ſettlements. 
This neceſſarily obliged the Royal African com- 
pany's agents, in ſelf-defence, to follow much 
and of the {ame or the like methods; which indeed 
by produced not only many ſkirmiſhes and fightings 
between the natives, allies of the ſaid * 
companies, inſomuch that the agents and ſervants 
Jof theſe companies themſelves came, at laſt, to 
be often perſonally engaged therein, but has like- 
vviſe occaſioned the forts, factories and ſettlements 
of theſe companies to have been ſometimes inſulted 
to a moſt injurious degree; yea, the Dutch com- 
pany's agents, in order to gain their ends, have 
tried all the ways they could think of, to render 
the 1 of this nation contemptible in the eyes 
of the natives: they have repreſented us in very 


i ridi- 
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ridiculous hieroglyphicks, or mock-pifures : 
they have ſhewn to. the natives, by the map, 


what a little ſpot of ground Britain is, in compa. | 


riſon of the reſt of the world, calling what part 

thereof they thought fit, by the name of Holland 
and its dominions. And after King William's 
acceſſton to the throne of Great-Britain, the 


Dutch company's agents, to magnify their own | 


country and power, told the natives, That 
though King William was King over Britain, yet 
he was only one * „ ee in Holland, &c.“ 
3 The Dutch company's agents have 
8 alſo a faculty of ſeducing 8 Royal 
duee the Royal African company's ſervants, by all 
pany's ſervants dhe inticements imaginable; nor do 
they ever fail to encourage, entertain 
and defend ſuch of them as deſert their maſters 
ſervice : a practice ſo diſagreeable to the naturally 
much more generous temper of the Engliſh, that 
they have always reprobated the ſame, by remon- 
ſtrating againſt it the ſeveral g:nerals of the Dutch 
company, as occaſion required. HIS 
© Several treaties were ſet on foot, 
en al treaties between the generals and agents of 
gents of theſe theſe two companies, for conciliating 
ewocompanics, and compromiſing all ſuch differences 
private wer as happened between them, from 
carried on mu- time to time, and theſe treaties were 
gend de o. Obſerved, till the Dutch company's 
ther. agents found out new occaſions to 
break them; yet they never wanted 
new pretences and evaſions in ſtore, for ſhifting 
the blame directly off themſelves : ſo that, upon 
the whole matter, it may very juſtly be ſaid 
(without any paradox) that though the Dutch 
have been our confederates in Europe, during the 
laſt and preſent war, as finding their intereſt by 9 
8 | ; an 


8 


3 


e 
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1 and becauſe indeed their own ſafety: depends upon 


3 and is involved with ours, yet it is moſt certain 
We bat, wichour 7 rd to either peace or war at 
'2 the Dutch Weſt-India. company and the: 
African company of England have con- 
y maintained a fort- of -private war, the one 
3 the other, for the empire of trade on the 
5 2 Guinea, "theſe 30 years paſt, 
And when, with much-care, trou- The 3 
l ble and expences, the Royal African 2 852 
company had brought their affairs to fre an compa- 
be in 4 condition of over-topping ny's maximsof 
their foreign competitors in that Policy on. the 
trade, a more fatal enemy than the 891 
former ſprung up here at home, in their own 
boſom, not only dividing their intereſt, and 
weakening their foundation, but likewiſe over- 
turning and making void the wo maxims of po- 
Wlicy by which they fupported and preſerved the 
Britiſh intereſt in Guinea. 
. I ſhall nor ſay that the Dutch The graue 
EWeſt-India company had directly traders play the 
t, E eped any inſtruments. for blow- Puch wot _ 
of ing the coal of our diviſions, here at ay for them. 
s i Y home, about the manner of carrying 
es {Won the trade to Africa, but, if we may draw in- 


krences from their former practices, they have 
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; 2 


Royal 
1 
15 5 


1 
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re given us ſufficient ground to believe, that they 
's Fare a people capable of doing ſuch things, pro- 
" | vided they find proper agents to work by; and TI 


may confidently. aver, that their careſſing our in- 
terlopers formerly (when they were ſuppreſſing 
their own) and their cajoling our ſeparate. traders 
now, ſince the trade from hence has been laid 
open, looks too much like a deſign of making 
Jule of them as tools for ruining the Britiſh intereſt 

in 


* 


1 


122 


in Guinea, 
abroad. 


Such. of the ſe · 
parate traders 
as come within 
reach of the 
Dutch forts on 
the coaſt of 
Guinea, ſtrike 
to them. 5 
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by dividing it both at home an 


I had almoſt forgotten to tell that, 
the many other artifices prac. 
tiſed by the Dutch Weſt-India com. 
themſelves 


among 


pany, for aggrandizin 
and their intereſt in thoſe parts, they 
oblige the generality of the ſeparate 
traders ſhips to Arrite, and, in good 


manners, to ſalute their forts in Guinea; and 
then, from thence, they inculcate into the native | 


an opinion of the 


exerciſe over the Britiſh ſhips and people. 


An account of 
the names, fi- 
tuations, and 
diſtances one 
from the other, 
of the forts of 
the ſeveral Eu- 
ropean compa- 
nies who have 
ſettlements on 
the coaſt of A- 
frica. | 


F rench 


French 
Engliſh 


Portugueze 
Portugueze 


Engliſh 
Engliſh 


But, to give the reader a mor 
diſtin notion of the uſefulneſs of 
the forts and ſettlements formerly 
mentioned, and how they are inte- 
mixt with the forts of other nations, 
I ſhall ſubjoin an account of all ther 
ſeveral names ef diſtinction, with 
their reſpective ſituations, and d. 
ſtances one from another, as they le 


On the North Coaſt. 


Senegal, in the entrance of tie 


river Senegal. 
Goree. 


the river Gambia. 
Cutcheo. t 
F 
Bence- Iſland. 
Vork-Iſland. 


along the coaſt, from north to ſouth. 


power and dominion which they 
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On the Gold Coaſt, 


Dutch Axim — — — 
* Brandenburgh Aquedah — — 
Engliſh ,Dickies-Cove — 
Dutch Buttero.— — 
| Succundee — — 
Shumah — — 
Commenda — — 
Comenda — — 


De Mina 


Engliſh  Cape-Coaſt — —_ 


Engliſh  Fort-Royal — — 
Engliſh Queen-Ann's Point 
Dutch  Mouree — — 


Englih — Anniſham — — 


Engliſh Annamabo — — 
Engliſh Agga — — — 
Dutch Cormanteen — 

Dutch Apough — — 
Engliſh Shidag— — 
Engliſh Winebah — — 
Engliſh Accra — — — 
Dutch Accra — — — 
Daniſh Accra — — — 


nol J Whidah, the principal Place for 
Engliſh purchaſing great numbers of 


nary negrocs, about half 


Dh 


— — 5 
88s Z 


GW 
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a mile di- 


ſtant from each other. 


From this clear view of the inter- 


2 mixed ſituation of all theſe forts and 


factories, the different deſigns» and 


7 intereſts of the ſeveral contending 


4 proprietors thereof, the natural ly 


auyaricious mercenary tempers, rapa- 


The neeeſſity 
of maintaining 
forts and ſet- 
tlements on the 
coaſt of Africa 
farther evinced 


cious 
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cious inclinations, and treacherous cruelties of t 
natives in general, the vieinity and multiplicity of 


che cireumjacent petty principalities and ſtats 


(whoſe enmity or triendſhip, in point of trade « 
any thing elſe, is chiefly governed by the ſever! 
| alhances and confederations which they make be. 
tween themfetves, as well as with the deputies q 


generals of the feveral European companies whit 


trade among them) the conftant underhand prac. 


tices of thefe-Europeans, whether in time of peace 
or war, and from the uncertainty and mutability 

of theſe alliances, except where their intereſt al. 
ways ties the parties, according to the ſever! 8 


emergencies which different times and things may | 
produce, any conſiderate perſon may eaſily ſee th: 
abfolute neceflity of maintaining forts and facto. * 


ries, for the ſecurity and preſervation of the Britih | 


intereſt on that coaſt z yea, the neceſſary uſe of i 
them may be much more readily imagined than 
exprefſed. And certainly, how far ſoever the {| 
parate traders unaccountable zeal, againſt the 
Royal African company, may have tranſported 
their humour beyond the bounds of a cool reflec- BF 
tion, concerning the uſefulneſs of theſe forts, KF 


they may depend upon it, that if, by any misfor- | 
tune whatſoever, they ſhould happen to fall into 
the hands of our p4 3 
coaſt, then the beſt treatment which the private 
traders themſelves could reaſonably hope tor, 
would be only Polyphemus's fate, to be the lait 


that ſhould be deſtroyed; that is, they would | 
thereafter be ſtrictly diſcharged from trading any BF. 


farther upon that coaſt, without paying an arbi- if 


trary duty to tho Dutch Weſt-India company for 


their permiſſion, ! as the Portugueze, who were 
there long before them, do at this time. 14 


c HAU 


reign competitors on that 
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Ya vr ape ' ſhewing that the conflitution 
i = of rhe Turkey, company, or of any other regu- 
Led open trade, cannot be fiited to the na- 
u Lure and circumſtances of the trade to Africa. 


> 


Sk 


Would gladly perſuade myſelf, that the ſepa- 
a. RL rate traders, at leaſt the, greateſt part of them, 
ral [pre not of ſo tenacious. a temper as to have har- 
y ened themſelves againſt all manner of conviction, 
hut that, on the contrary, they will be now pre- 
Failed upon, by the force of reaſon, to relinquiſh 


ay. 

* * 
e 
; Wy. 
8 


to- - . . > . 

in Their former miſtakes, and cloſe heartily with ſuch 
neaſures as, upon full and mature conſideration, 
hall be thought moſt reaſonable for carrying on 


he trade to Africa with the greateſt ſecurity and 


ſe⸗ 


i * 
* 
Y 


3 
Nb 
2 
2 
7 


3 hemſelves to have been in an error all this time, 


re for perſevering in the ſame error ſtill, under 
the colour of a different denomination only; 
for, being convinced that the ſteps . 

hich they have already made are waters prope 
Not quſtifiable, they propoſe that the now = regu- 
rade to Africa ſhould, by diſſolving 1 
7 he preſent joint ſtock for good and the foot Nor 
. all, be laid more open than ever, ſuch a conſti- 
and carried on by a regulated com- 2 — 1 — 
Pany, like that to Turkey; yea, company. 
9 | the 
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A fhirewd ſu- the view of ſome ſuch ſcheme mal 


dlement. project ſhould happen to take, thy 


at a very low eſtimation, fall into the hands d 


82 will. ſignified to the lords commiſſion 


perty gratis. Prepoſterous manner; but the c 


to Africa, after the manner of that to Turk 
would be fo far from mending the matter, ta 


Picion of the probably be one great reaſon why 


truereaſon why 
the yeients iro have been at ſo much pains 9 


1 i 
ders ſeem to depreciate the value of the company; 


flight theuſ-of forts and caſtles, as hoping, if thy 


the property of theſe would of court, 


ſuch perſons only as ſhould then think fit to trac 


thither. 
3 Nor can this be reckoned a mer 
N ſuggeſtion, when we conſider tha] 'Y 


now to main the private traders have already mad 
tain the forts, ſuch advances therein, as to har, { 


for trade and plantations, that wal 
are willing to come into a method for maintaining 
the forts and caſtles (if thought needful) upon th 
foot of a regulated open trade, like that to = 
as aforeſaid. 
3 This looks too much like an n 
traders deſign tention of dealing pretty roundly, ut 
to have a ſhare the firſt place, with the compar 


at leaſt of the 
r Pope, and that too after a md 


of the argument not lying there, 
ſhall wave the conſideration thereof at preſenf 
and let the reader fee that a regulated open tra 


any farther experiment of that kind would, i 
all probability, compleat the ruin which th F 0 
late experiment of laying the trade open 


No man, I ſuppoſe, will doubt, 
1 zut that a conſtitution may be very 
3 Pell ſuited to the nature and circum- 
ances of one particular branch of 
Poreign trade, which can never be 
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The conftitus 
tion of one 
trade not al- 
ways ſuitable 
to the nature 
of * | 


properly. adapted to another trade, 

WE navoidably attended with quite different circum- 
Wtances, and whoſe. nature muſt conſequently. re- 
Huire a different conſtitution, as well as different 
ules of management. | 
lt is no part of my preſent purpoſe 
So find fault with the conſtitution of 
he Turkey, or any other regulated 
EScompany of this kingdom; but, by 
Ihe by, it is very obſervable that, 
out of Britain, there is no ſuch con- 
ttitution of trade in any other kingdom, ſtate or 
commonwealth in the whole world, that ever J 
could read or hear of: for all thoſe foreign trades 
rhich are regulated and confined to certain per- 
ons in Britain, qualified as the conſtitution of the 
Turkey company requires, are wholly open and 
Free to all people indiſtinctly, in all other king- 
Noms and ſtates whatſoever, in the ſame manner 
s our trade to Spain, Portugal, Italy, &c. is 
re, carried on. And I am perſuaded that, upon ex- 
een Emination, it would be thought no paradox to 
tra ſaſſert that, in the nature of convertible terms, 
chef any branch of foreign trade which can be carried 
en by a regulated open trade, ſuch as that to 
rurkey, Ruſſia, &c. might be carried on with- 
ut any company at all; and that, vice verſa, if 
ir were: not. practicable to have carried on ſuch 
trades as theſe without any limitation or regulation 
It all, ſuch a conſtitution as that of the Turkey 
3 ompany could never have brought any of them 
to bear: but theſe being conſtitutions of earlier 
1 | times, 


The Fon "I 
tion of the 
Turkey oy 
no where 
5 ded or 
followed out 
of England. 
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and being carried on all al 


gerous in maſt caſes of that 
Hogarth: tween the nature of the trade u. 
dure of the Turkey and of that to Africa, na, 


the Queen of Great - Britain, by her ambaſſadui 
to have her ſubjetts there vindicated and right, 


cbercive power kept over their heads, on the o 
hand, and the temptation of ſuch preſents as u 
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times, when our foreign trade in general was à 
its infancy, in compariſon to what it now is, a 
theſe branches of trade having 


ran in that channd 
in that method, fu 


new atte 


And that there is no parallel b. 


traſe to Tur, he farther ſeen from this, Thu '2 | 


ther demon- moſt, but two or three principi- 
places of trade, and all under .. 
dominion and government of one Prince, who, 
ſubjects are tied | by the rules and forms of certu 
courts of juſtice, it were no difficult matter fu 


| 
| 
( 
N 
l 


even if there had been no company, as the Frend 
King, the Venetians and the Dutch have done al r 
along; but upon the coaſt of Africa there is ae 
indefinite number of petty Princes and ſovereig r 
ſtates, all independent of each other (as has beat 
already related at large) and their people are vc 
wholly void of all manner of principles of equi g 
or juſtice, that, without the terror of a conſta 


formerly mentioned, no European, who had iv 
thing to loſe, could ever reckon upon any ſafe Z 

among them. But if the ſeparate traders to Up 
coaſt of Africa will undertake to reduce all df 
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natives of that coaſt under the regular govern- 

nent of one Sovereign, and charm them fo as to 
become as polite and civilized a people as thoſe of 
u Conftantinople, then, and not till then, can. it 


'Y ever be, that the conſtitution of our Turk 
pany may be a fit model and pattern for ſettling 


nM the trade to Africa. 
It is allowed by all parties, that 


happened in our trade to Africa 
u have been chiefly occaſioned by the 
different intereſts of the ſeveral tra- 
ders thither ; and as the laying open 
chat trade was the ſole cauſe thereof, 
pi it is abſurd to think that the effect 

can be taken away while the cauſe 

remains. So truly, in my humble 


che ſeveral confuſions which have 


com- 


The laying 
open the Afri- 
can trade own- 
ed to be the 
eauſe of all the 
confuſions in 
it; ſo the ha- 
ving it open 
ſtill, under à 
different name, 
will not mend 
the matter. 


u opinion, the laying open that trade, with or 
Egwithout a company, muſt be always much at one 


upon the matter. 

And ſince, by the ſeparate traders 
propoſing, at laſt, to come into a 
method for maintaining the forts 
and caſtles on the foot of an open 
regulated trade, it appears likewiſe 


hat all parties do think forts and 
Taſtles neceſſary for ſecuring and preſerving the 
Britiſh intereſt on that coaſt, it is certain, that 
ere there no incongruity 1n the project of ſuch a 
egulated trade, yet even that fame, of maintain- 


The vanity of 
pretending to 
maintain forts 
and eaſtles by 
the contribu- 
tions of preca- 
rious traders; 


ning the vaſt charge of forts, caſtles, and alliances, 
ay ſuch a precarious fund as that of voluntary 


Vol. V. K 


Fontributions, would ſoon prove an infurmount- 
Pble difficulty; for though in the beginning, and 
In time of peace, the novelty of ſuch a conſtitution 
Fight poſſibly tempt ſeveral perſons to trade upon 
Phat foot for a ſpurt, and that their ſeveral regu- 


lated 


”» 
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Jated contributions might, perhaps, do ſomething 
towards defraying the ſaid charge for ſome ſhort | 
time, yet no man being bound, by ſuch a conſt- 
tution, to trade longer, or for more ſtock, than 
he thinks fit, it is not to be ſuppoſed, but that, 
whenever they ſhould come to find their profit 
not anſwerable to their expectation, they would | 
quickly draw their necks out of the collar, and | 
give over the trade by degrees (as they have al. 
ready done in the former caſe) till at laſt, for wan | 
of the needful contributions, the aforeſaid al. * 
liances would be neglected, and the forts and? 
caſtles muſt, of courſe, become ruinous and de. 
ſerted, and then the old proverb made good 
That every man's — would be no man; 
_ buſineſs.” | 755 4 


/ 


n A Pb. 1. 


Several farther arguments, proving that a 
trade to Africa cannot be preſerved and cur.. 
ried on, effectually, by any other method than 
that of a con/iderable joint flock, with excl., 


foe privileges. | 


1 H E impracticability, or at leaſt improbab 
lity, of ever trading to Africa ſecureh 
creditably and advantageouſly, in the method d 
either an illimited open trade, like that to Port 
gal, or of a regulated open trade, like that u 
Turkey, being already demonſtrated, as far a 
the nature of the caſe ſeems to require or admit UPS 

a demonſtration, it conſequently POT, DA | + | 

r | {11taokps 


* 
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Ws Juitable joint ſtock, with excluſive and other en- 
WF couraging privileges, and the maintaining a co- 
ercive power on the coaſt of Africa, are the only 
=Z probable means by which the African trade can 
be effectually carried on, fo as to be made a per- 
manent, creditable and advantageous trade to 
Britain; yet, for illuſtration of that poſition, I 
EX ſhall adduce ſome farther arguments from Rea- 
ſon, experience, and the univerſal practice of all 
nations who trade thither, to prove the ſame. 
= ift. The Dutch (who, of all na- Tl. 
. e iſt argu- 
tions whatſoever, are generally al- ment is found- 
lowed to be the people, now extant, ed on a general 
_ . 2 22 maxim obſer- 
who have given the moſt convincing „ed by - the 
"XZ proofs of their conſummated know- Dutch, &c. 
L af and experience in trade) have | 
laid it down for a maxim, that in all foreign 
2 trades, where the trade muſt be maintained by 
force and forts on the land, and where they can- 
not conveniently keep up an amity and correſpon- 
dence by ambaſſadors only, there ſeems to be an 
abſolute neceſſity of carrying on ſuch trades by 
joint ſtocks; and certainly, by parity of reaſon, 
the ſame maxim muſt hold equally good with us, 
gas with them. Unity in their councils, and an 
2 uniformity in their rules of management, has laid 
the foundation of that ſtate, and reared it up to 
that mighty degree of ſtrength and power which 
makes them now ſo conſiderable both at home 
and abroad, according to their own motto, 
Concordia res parvæ creſcunt.” And though 
they be the great aſſerters of liberty, and do ex- 
erciſe it without control or limitation, as to all 
| Other trades, yet, upon the foot of the aforeſaid 
maxim, they have always found it neceſſary to 
carry on their trades to the Eaſt-Indies and the 
coaſt of Africa only, by companies with. joint 
K 2 | ſtocks 
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ſtocks and excluſive privileges, and that, by rea- 


ſon of the great charge, danger and difficulties 


commonly attending them ; yea, theſe companies 
are always protected and defended by the laws of 
their United Provinces, which are of the ſame 


force with them as acts of parliament are with us. 
But though we have likewiſe had companies with 
joint ſtocks, for trading to the Eaſt-Indies and the 
coaſt of Africa, yet thoſe not having been eſta- 


bliſned with the ſanction of parliamentary conſt. 
tutions, a door was always left open for frequently 


diſturbing their meaſures, and interrupting the 
progreſs of their trades and acquiſitions, chiefly | 
by reaſon of a divided intereſt always kept up | 
among ourſelves ; inſomuch that it might have | 
been properly enough ſaid, that we had verified 
the very reverſe of the Dutch motto, viz. “ Dil. 
cordia res magnæ dilabuntur.“ N 
The ad argu- 2dly. Whenever we fee ſeveral i 
ment is drawn great and wile nations, having va- 


from the uni- 


rious forms of government, and | 
verſal conſent R © 
of nations, dif-. Whoſe meaſures are influenced by 
tering in other different inclinations and intereſts, |. 


forms of go- 


ens: yet conſpiring, as it were by univer- | 
e {al conſent, in the ſame means fo 
acquiring the ſame ends of profit, power and ho- 
nour, we may reaſonably conclude, that they at 
much nearer the right way for accompliſhing thok | 

ends, than any ſet of private men whatſoever 
holding contrary opinions, eſpecially when ſwayel MW 
by perſonal profit or loſs, or by any capricious 
humour, pique or prejudice againſt ſome oth«|M 
intereſted party. Thus we ſec that, how different 
foever the ſeveral and reſpective intereſts of the 
French, Dutch, Danes, Brandenburghers, & 
are, with reſpect to one another, yet they all «lM 
center in this poſitive opinion, That joint oy 4 

Wl 
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Vith excluſive privileges, and the having forts and 
; WE ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, for maintaining 
fa conſtant coercive power there, and for pre- 
e ſerving alliances with the natives, are, by much, 
„che propereſt means for carrying on that trade 
vith ſecurity, credit and advantage; and there- 
e fore, conſidering likewiſe how far the Royal Afri- 
can company of England and their predeceflors 
have proceeded, and do ſtill, after many years 
| experience, inſiſt upon the ſame topick, it looks 
like too much preſumption and a felf-conceited 
E arrogance in ſome few private perſons (who ſeem 
now to perſonate the ſeparate traders here) to pre- 
tend to ſet up their own humouriome opinion, dog- 
W matically, againſt the conſummated experience 
i. and univerſal ſuffrage of the whole trading world 
I beſide, unleſs they bring better evidence for ſup- 
& porting their bare opinion, than any weak reaſon 
EZ adduced by them as yet. 
= Z3dly. There is a maxim of policy, 
vwzich holds good among companies 
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The zd argu- 


ment is dedu- 


for trade, as well as kingdoms and 
ſtates, That wherever any power or 
force is to be exerciſed, the more 
contracted and united that power is, 
the more prevalent will be the effects 
thereof. Applicable to this is the 
dying old man's advice to his ſons, 


ced from a cer- 


tain maxim of 

olicy obſerved 
by kingdoms 
and ſtates, and 
followed by 


the Dutch Caſt- 
India company 


19 repreſented in the well-known fable of the Bundle 
of Arrows; and the great reaſon for the late 


Fand defence: © Vis unita fortior.” 
K 3 


union of the two kingdoms of England and Scot- 
land (though, even before then, they were ſepa- 
rately under the government of one ſovereign 
Prince) was to corroborate their ſtrength, by 
making them one undivided kingdom, the ſame 
n intereſt, inclination and power, both in offence 
So likewiſe 


if 
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it is very obſervable, that though the Dutch traded 
for ſome time to the Eaſt-Indies by ſeveral joint 
ſtocks, belonging ſeparately to the reſpective 
provinces which raiſed the ſame, yet finding, 
upon trial, that the different intereſts of their 
ſeveral joint ſtocks did interfere one with the other, 
the States (contrary to the native humour and 
genius of a republick) did incorporate all theſe 
Joint ſtocks into one common capital, to the end 
that, for the general intereſt and advantage of 
the whole, the ſame might be the more equally 
managed, by certain uniform rules of government, 
both abroad and at home. 95 

The ai argu 4thly. A farther inſtance of the 
ment is infer- preferableneſs of carrying on any 
je" af 2 ſuch trade by a joint ſtock, may be 
in the caſe of had nearer home, from a caſe exactly 
3 2 parallel to that of the Royal African 
_ Faſt - India 

trade. company; for our trade to the Eaſt- 
Indies was eſtabliſhed and carried on, 
for many years, muck after the ſame manner, and 
ſtruggling with ſuch-hke interruptions and diff 
culties, from time to time, as have been already 
narrated in relation to our trade to Africa, till, in 
the year 1698, the private traders to the Eaſt- 
Indies obtained an act of parliament for laying 
- that trade open in the method of a regulated 
company, reſerving only the old company's right 
of trading, in manner, for the term and to the 
effect mentioned in the ſaid act; yet, upon trial, 
even thoſe who procured that act found it necel- 
fary to unite themſelves and their ſeveral ſtocks, 
in proportion to their reſpective ſubſcriptions, ſo 
as to carry on the trade thereafter only with one 
common joint ſtock ; and though, at leaſt to all 
outward appearance, there ſeemed to be an irre- 


concileable conteſt and ſtated emulation between 


the 
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me new and the old Eaft-India companies, yet 


| F both of them became ſo very ſenſible of the de- 


BE that they are now, at laſt, happily conjoin 


WE frutive conſequences neceſſarily attending a di- 
vided intereſt in trading to thoſe remote i rot 
[I into 
one company, having the ſame joint ſtock, inte- 
BE reſt and deſigns ; and it is alſo very remarkable, 


that thoſe forts and ſettlements in India, which 


ſeemed to have been formerly ſo much lighted 
and depreciated by the ſeparate traders thither, 
do now make up a conſiderable article in the eſti- 
mation of their own preſent joint ſtock. | 
= 5zthly. As contraries appear beſt t uren. 
by ſtating them in oppoſition one to ment * is 5 
the other, ſo, in all dubious caſes of ſtating contra- 
the ſame or like nature, the 1 8 2 
experiences are thoſe which have other. 
been gained by the calamities of 
times paſt. Thus, while our trade to the Eaſt 
Indies lay quite open, from the year 1653 to the 
year 1657, that method proved fo very deſtructive 
= to the ſeveral private traders thither, that the go- 
= verning power at that time found it neceſſary to 
= unite them all into one company, with one joint 
= ſtock, &c. So likewiſe, while the trade to Africa 
was laid open, before the reſtoration of King 
= Charles the ſecond, the Dutch company took ſuch 
advantage of our ſeparate traders, that their loſſes 
were computed to about 300,000 J. as is already 
: narrated at large, page 85. But, by the ſeveral 
# particulars formerly likewiſe mentioned in page 88, 
it is manifeſt that, during the ſmall number of 
| years in which the preſent Royal African com- 
| pany had the countenance and protection of the 
| government, fo as not to have had their meaſures 
{| embarraſſed by any ſeparate intereſt at home, the 
| Britiſh * on the coaſt of Africa was main- 


Ks _ tained 
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tained and advanced much more ſecurely, credi. 
tably and advantageouſly, for the com:;non inte. 
reſt of this kingdom and the plantations thereunto 
belonging, than ever it was either before or ſince 
that time; and had the privileges of the com- 
pany's charter been then eſtabliſhed by act of 
parliament, ſo as to have prevented the domeſtick 
Mvikons which have ſince happened in that trade, 
by reaſon of our ſeparate intereſts, it is more than 
probable that the Britiſh intereſt had, by this 
time, been in a more flouriſhing condition than 
that of any other European nation whatſover, on 
the coaſt of Africa. | 5 
ao 6thly. There was neyer yet any 
TRAN den ſubſtantial commerce in the world 
from thenature Carried on, but by means of mutual 
ad cect of alliances and confederations made 
ances with the with the natives, how barbarous ſo— 
natives ever; and it is manifeſt that alliances 
1 of this nature can be made only by 
Princes themſelves, or powers derived from them 
to bodies politick and communities, who are ¶ co 
ſtable, permanent and reſponſible, continually 
ready upon the place, by their agents, to expoſtu- 
late with or give ſatisfaction to their allies, which th. 
can never be maintained with individuals or ſingle al 
perſons, who being tranſient and mortal, no man a 
knows where to find them when they happen to pe 
commit any 1njuctes ; and therefore, a ſocicty eſtz- Wea 
bliſhed with the ſanction of a parliamentary con- le] 
ſtitution, and having a ſufficient joint ſtock, with eu 
excluſive privileges, and a coercive power to me 
muntain their alliances, as well as to defend their BW m- 
| trade, muſt needs, of courſe, be in a more pro- Ju 
| bable way for anſwering all the ends propoſed by * 
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| che alliances aboye- mentioned. | fo 
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1 thly. Without ſome fixed ſociety, 
= 6 with a conſiderable joint — 
ock and ſuitable privileges, there ed upon the 


5 | true intereſt of 
an be no ſure dependence upon the Brin 


Iplied duly with ſufficient numbers of America. | 
vegroes at moderate or certain rates; 

Wfor, while the trade lies open, ſcores of private 
W:raders do trade for one year, who are never heard 
of thereafter, and theſe, minding only a preſent 


Pl 
Ky 

Fg 
. 


conſequences, as having no thoughts of going 


the ſole management of the trade, muſt, in all 
their meaſures, have a ſpecial regard to perpe- 


chat the Royal African company enjoyed the trade 
excluſively ; they fold their negroes at very mode- 
rate rates, and truſted the planters, from time to 


could conveniently pay the ſame out of the pro- 
| duce of thoſe negroes labour, which private per- 
ſons are ſeldom able or willing to do, and al- 
though they would, yet one ſubſtantial creditor is 
always much more indulging and encouraging to 
ga debtor, than an indefinite number of ſeveral 


& 8 FFF 
F Pr ELLE ICS: G 
MCs LIST n De r 

VVV 


each of theſe, having different views, as well as 


out-do the other in diligence for recovering pay- 
| ment, © quovis modo,” till they ruin the com- 
mon debtor,” and render him incapable of doing 
' Juſtice to either; whereas, were he concerned only 
with one ſociety of diſcreet perſons, they would, 
for their own intereſt, have a generous and com- 

. paſſionate 
* Vide Page 88. 2 


having the Britiſh plantations ſup- plantations in 


gain, do exact upon and ſqueeze the planters at a 
EEmoſt extravagant rate, without any regard to 


WE thither again; whereas a ſettled ſociety, having 


tuity. And thus it was during the ſhort time 


time, with conſiderable ſums of money“, till they 


petty creditors can be ſuppoſed to be, becauſe 


ſeparate intereſts, do commonly ſtrive who ſhall 


34 
1 
! 
* 
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Paſſionate regard to his circumſtances, and, by 
reaſonable forbearance, enable him to pay them. 
ſelves, and to continue a correſpondence and deal. 
ing with them, and to improve his own plantation 
into the bargain; which indeed is, or at leat 
| ought to be, the chief end of the negro trade, be. 
| cauſe upon that wholly depends the great national 
advantage produced by the plantation trade ty 


3 0 
E 8thly. While the trade to Africa go 


ment is drawn lies open, we can never ſettle the pe 
_ ee, ad- Aſſiento, nor make any advan pe 
Uing the Affi. tageous contracts with the Spaniard; Wy} 
ento with the or Portugueze, to furniſh them with Wn 
8 negroes in their Weſt-Indies; for as, -M 
5 on the one hand, they will have no Wien 
dependence on the uncertain engagements of pri- ſtr. 
vate perſons, whoſe circumſtances cannot be well {rei 
known to them, ſo, on the other hand, private {in 
perſons can never (without a mixture of folly and 
madnelſs)* undertake to furniſh certain numbers of the 
negroes, for a term of years, at determinate and Mat! 
fixed prices, when, at the ſame time, they cannot ¶ pre 
poſſibly know but that, by reaſon of the different ¶ by 
interfering intereſts of many ſeparate traders, the N wit 
prices of negroes upon the coaſt of Africa may be Noce 
ſo far advanced, as that the prime coſt may far {poi 
exceed the prices at which they contracted to de. ter 
liver them in the Weſt-Indies, which would un- tra 
avoidably be a very great loſs to the nation; ft, 
whereas a ſociety, veſted with the ſole power af {not 
trading to Africa, cannot fail of taking thei {Wyo 
meaſures in making ſuch contracts, ſo as to gall {tha 
conſiderably by them; and it is a certain truth, Aff 
that whatever is gained by any of her Majeſtys Wire 
ſubjects, whether in a ſociety or ſeparately, from of: 
any foreign nation, muſt of courſe be a national Nn 
| | mY advantage, | 


= 2 
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Advantage, in adding to the ſtrength and riches of 
this kingdom. . 
5 gthiy. While the trade to Africa The gth argu- 
ies open, it can never be diſtinctly 9 
known how far (nationally ſpeaking) ft of records. 
e may be either gainers or loſers by and knowing, 
Wit, for we may have the appearance Ns 2 
Hof a briſk and flouriſhing trade, by lance of our 
ſeeing a conſiderable number of ſhips 93 
going out and coming in, yea, and trade. 
perhaps ſome few particular cunning 
perſons gaining conſiderably by commiſſions, &c. 
rhile, at the ſame time, our national intereſt is 
ſinking daily, in the manner formerly narrated, 
till it dwindle away to nothing at laſt, and be in- 
ſenſibly twiſted out of our hands, by the cunning 
ſtratagems and undermining practices of our fo- 
reign competitors, before we can have ſufficient 
time to apply a remedy for recovery thereof; 
whereas, by confining that trade to one joint ſtock, 
the great council of the nation may always be 
ſatisfied, from time to time, of the company's 
proceedings both at home and abroad, ſo that, 
by knowing where the diſtemper lies, they may, 
with the greater aſſurance, preſcribe a cure, as 
Woccaſion may require. Nor can it juſtly be ſup- 
poſed, but that the view of a perpetual and unin- 
terrupted ſucceſſion in the management of that 
trade muſt, as well as the hopes of perſonal pro- 
fit, naturally inſpire the managers with a much 
nobler emulation, in exerting their utmoſt endea- 
Vours for advancing our national intereſt, beyond 
that of any foreign competitor, on the coaſt of 
Africa, than can be reaſonably expected from the 
regular, diſconcerted and interfering meaſures 
of an uncertain number of raw and unexperienced 
| aovjces, trading ſeparately by divided — 
1 lable 
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liable to no cenſure but their own, and having 9 
other imaginable views but only a little ſelf 
preſent gain, though the national intereſt ſhou ſk 


The wiſeſt of men tells u o 


1othly. 5 
The 10th that © in the multitude of count. 
dungen. lors there is ſafety,” and beyond al 
en the fake. peradventure it is ſo; for our under Wl 
y __ ſtandings are ſo weak, our know. - 
of counſellors, ledge 10 circumſcribed, and our live n 
pointing at one ſo ſhort, that, without conjoining i 
nl e experience of ſome ages together r 
we are, of ourſelves, able to make 
but a very indifferent proficiency, even in th 


eaſieſt and moſt intelligible ſcience that can be de 
thought of. However, indeed ſome few there thi 
are, of all ages and countries, who muſt be al. 
lowed to have a much more tranſcendent genius 
for ſeveral purpoſes, than the generality of the 
reſt of mankind ; and therefore it is the great and Wc 
ſingular advantage of all fele& and compacted ſo- Mi 
cieties, having the ſame undivided intereſts, and 
which are eſtabliſhed upon ſolid foundations, that Wi 
the wiſdom, knowledge, capacity, experience and 
application of theſe few, do commonly ſupply the 
defects of many other perſons, who are not en- 
dowed with an equal ſhare of the like qualifcr WW 
tions. 5 


This is illu- 
ſtrated farther, 
in a compari- 
fon 


tick and body 
natural. 


do; for the 
obſervations and experience of their 


between 
the body poli- 


many national advantages, than pſt 
vate perſons trading ſeparately can 
former have not only the diſcoveries 
predeceſſors 

ſtanding 


Thus a joint-ſtock company, eſta 
bliſhed upon a fixed and fuitablc Bac: 
conſtitution, cannot fail of trading 
with much more ſecurity, and a fu 
greater probability of producing WF 
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Winding always upon record before them, by a 
Fontinued ſeries of journals, &c. but (as in the 
oc y natural) ſo even the weakeſt member of ſuch 
A ſociety may, in ſome reſpect or other, be made 
uſeful to the common intereſt of the whole body 
Politick, yea, and partake too, in ſome meaſure, 
of the knowledge, underſtanding and judgment of 
Whoſe other members whom God has bleſſed with 
more than ordinary portion thereof. 

= And as theſe ſocieties do com- . 
Wnonly find out and make choice of quential ad- 


n Wy 
RS IE, 6 
5 


. 
S 
ING 5 8 


5 5 
euch deſerving perſons as are thought vantages at- 
1 1 | : . 287 tending ſuch 
moſt capable of ſerving their intereſt, 3 
. 4 | N _— . 
ein the ſeveral qualities of generals, 6x'd- conflitu- 
c chiefs, agents, factors, correſpon- tions. 
dents, maſters and navigators of 
ſhips, ſuper-cargoes, ſurgeons, ſecretaries, clerks, 


|. Waccomptants, book-keepers, caſhiers, ſtore and 


u encouragements, as (if but tolerably well prin- 
. eipled) might put them above the temptation of 
being corrupted ; and it is moſt certain that, if 
the African trade were once fully ſettled and fixed 


8 


en the baſis of ſuch a ſuitable conſtitution as 


N 


he would naturally oblige the natives to come to our 
terms and conditions of barter, inſtead of im- 
. poſing theirs upon us, as now they do, the profits 
chereof could very well bear that charge. So that 
. uch a ſociety might then ſtand in place of an 
ole academy, for training an indefinite number of 
ns people in the regular knowledge of all matters 
fu relating to the ſeveral branches of the African 
ng trade, and the nation would of courſe reap the 
f. onour and advantage thereof. 
3 a 8 0 
esp | | | | The 
ors | 
ing 
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as well as to private families, as appears expreſs ; ; 


views and rules of management, and therefore (u 
want of both the cor- relative and ſubſervieu 
means of aſſiſtance afore-mentioned) the generalij | 


and deſigning perſons among them may get fone 


experience dies with them. 
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The reverſe of The reverſe of all which may h 
all theſe muſt eaſily gathered from that infallible 
a divided inte- poſition in the goſpel, © A hou 
reſt, for the , divided - againſt itſelf cannot ſtand" 


reaſons ſub- . ' 1 
RT The meaning whereof relates 9 5 


kingdoms, cities and corporation, 
by the context. FL e f 

Now let us ſuppoſe an indefinite number «| 
perſons trading ſeparately from hence to Africa, 
their having quite ſeparate ſtocks muſt conſe. 
quently make them have divided intereſts; au, 
as we cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe them to be ii 


equally endowed with the ſame neceſſary qual tl 


fications, ſo they muſt unavoidably have differen 


of theſe ſeparate adventurers, truſting moſt com Na 
monly both the projection and abſolute manag 
ment of the voyage to their reſpective ſh 
maſters, who indeed are as ignorant of the trat 
as thoſe who employ them, muſt of courſe cone 
off with loſs, when perhaps ſome few cunning 


private advantage to themſelves, at the expencM 
of irrecoverably loſing the whole trade to the u 
tion at laſt; yea, and whenever they die, the 


IIthly. In all remote places d 7 

Ae baun trade, the countries of petty Prince; 
gument is : 5 3 
drawn fromthe with whom her Majeſty cannot cov 


neceſſity of veniently have ſtate alliances aſſo 
maintaining a | 


balance © of regular correſpondencies, by ambu- 
power on the ſadors or other publick miniſte 


coalt of Africa. there is a neceſſity of maintaining 


owes 
P 


— 


# 
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WE power equal at leaſt with that of other European 
nations; without which it is obſerved, that ſuch 
W petty Princes, by the cunning deſigns of ſtronger 
powers, have often been drawn into contracts, 
hereby, for ſmall conſiderations, they agree to 
W exclude all other nations from the trade of their 
WT reſpective countries. Examples of this nature are 
W frequent *, not only from the impoſitions of the 
Dutch Eaſt-India company upon the natives of 
Japan, Amboyna, Pollaroon, Polloway, Dam, 
Macaſſar, Zelon, Bantam, &c. but likewiſe from 
de practices of the Dutch Weſt-India company, 
cho, taking example by the former, have played 
te ſame game over and over again on the coaſt of 
africa; witneſs particularly their having con- 
trated with the natives of Fantyn, to pay them a 
good round ſum of ready money in hand, beſides 
a certain yearly penſion, in conſideration of their 
Waid in expelling the Engliſh from Cormonteen- 
Fort, and of their other auxiliary aſſiſtances ever 
ſince; + under the pretext of which methods they 
et up a pretended legal title for juſtifying their 
proceedings in endeavouring to undermine and 
exclude the Britiſh, and all other European na- 
Wions, from trading upon that coaſt, ſo that, al- 
though it had been practicable to have carried on 

. Vide the g6th page of Sir Joſiah Child's book, formerly 
Pited. The methods of the Dutch proceedings in all ſuch 
Encroachments upon the Engliſh, in all times, having been to 
Wake one bold ſtep, and then ſpend ſome years in allaying the 
Poiſe of that, or paying for it not the hundredth part of what 
Ne concernment of it is worth to this kingdom; and when the 
au oiſe of that is well allayed or bought off in Europe, then to 
nba ke a new encroachment. So they began at Japan and 
(ren amboyna, and fince that deceived us of Pollaroon and Pollo- 


- RY, then of Dam and Macaſſar, and laſtly of Bantam, 
ing oring ſtill from the eaſt weſterly, &c. 


OW + Vide the Engliſh tranſlation of Mr. Boſman's letters, 
pag. 59, & alibi. | 
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| an mne treaſure. 


® / T v.. " 


the trade to Africa in an open regulated way, il L 
other nations had followed the fame meth 
(which is never to be granted) yet, in regard thy 


all other European nations do trade thither u : 


Joint ſtocks, it would ſeem as unequal a match u 3 


Enter and 4 raw and unexperienced priva 
uc 


traders ag h compacted and united con 
tutions p-3 experienced counſellors, as to fight 

diſordered undiſciplined multitude againſt a wel. 
governed army of veteran troops, ſupported wits 


The 12th 
ment is 
argu 


the Dutch 


company's ſet- 


ting now on 


foot a deſign 
of 2 


the 2 of 


ſu 


company, having no ſettlements u 
ideration - of only that of Curacoa, a mere rod, 
and Surinam, a moſt unwholeſom 
country, for the moſt part und 
water, and therefore ſcarcely in 
5 proveable ſo as to quit coſt, notwit | 


12thly. The Dutch Weſt-Indy 3 


plantations in the Weſt-Indies, bu 


3 ey +» 


n ſtanding their indef atigable and yen E 
ſpices. chargeable endeavours for bringing 1 


expect, by their next ſhipping from Holland, 


to bear, have, it ſeems, bent the 
thoughts now upon ſettling ſugar-plantations al 
the Gold-Coaſt of Africa, a place as improveai 
as the beſt of our Weſt-India plantations. TH 
have already ſent for 200 Whidah ſlaves, a 


proper materials for making ſugar in Guina 
wherein, if ſucceſsful (as in "all probability th 
may be, if not counteracted in that deſign) it It. 
much to be feared (conſidering the multitudes 


' negro-ſlaves on that coaſt, whoſe labour is vel 


cheap, and the ſhortneſs of the voyage from Hd [ 
land to the coaſt of Guinea, in reſpect of that lk 
the Eaſt-Indies, from whence ey already * 


greg 


9 Vide Sir Dalby Thomas $ letter, dated at Cape · Coaſt- Cs 
the 29th of July, 1708. 
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great quantities of ſugar) that in ſome few year 3 
dme, when our American colonies will be obliged 
W to make ſugar at ſo much greater charge than the 
Ws Dutch in Africa, they may be able to underſel us 
W by yery much, and conſequently have the ſtaple 
of ſugars over all Europe, as they have already 
BS that of all ſpices ; which conſideration alone (bar- 
ning the many other weighty ones formerly men- 
BS tioned) is of itſelf ſufficient to open our eyes, and 
BS convince us of the abſolute neceſſity of ſpeedily 
BS {ttling and fixing our trade to Africa in a joint- 
BY ftock company, with excluſive and other ſuitable 
privileges, as the only way of ſplitting and de- 
eating the deſigns of our competitors in that 
BS trade, with a wedge of their own timber; that is, 
by taking ſuch proper meaſures with the natives 
BY as are not practicable to be done in the method of 
an open trade, other ways than by making open 
var upon our neighbours, which is a remedy, 1 
hope, we ſhall not run ourſelves upon. 
Several other arguments might alſo be offered, 
upon the ſame or ſuch- like topicks, for carrying 
Jon the trade to Africa by a joint-ſtock, with ex- 
cluſive privileges; but more arguments being 
Wthought needleſs at preſent, I ſhall reſume the firit 
queſtion ſtated in the introduction, Whether, as 
Nie are now circumſtanced, with relation to our 
gnany foreign competitors on the coaſt of Africa, 
t may be thought more adviſeable, for the na- 
on's intereſt and advantage, to carry on that 
rade by a collective ſociety of capable and intelli- 
ent men, having one and the ſame joint-ſtock, 
Intereſt, deſigns and uniform rules of government 
nd management, with excluſive privileges, &c. 
Pr by all ſuch perſons, indiſtinctly, as have a 
mind to trade thither, when and how they plcaſe, | 
You V;-- 1. . with 
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with ſeparate ſtocks, divided intereſts, and diffe. 
rent deſigns and rules of management? 


In anſwer to which, it is now preſumed, that, 
upon ſerious and mature conſideration of all the 


| E any intelligent and impartial reader wil 


e inclinable to conclude, 


iſt. That the preſervation and improvement 
of the trade to Africa is a matter of very Wi 
high importance to this kingdom and the 
plantations thereunto belonging. z 


2dly. That forts and ſettlements on the 
coaſt, and alliances with the natives, are 
abſolutely neceſſary for the defence, pre- 
ſervation and improvement of that trade. 


2dly. That by any other method, than tha 
of a joint-ſtock, with excluſive privileges 
the ſaid forts, ſettlements and alliance, 


can never be effectually maintained, ani 
the {aid trade carried on, ſo as to be mad 


a permanent, creditable and advantageou: 
trade to Britain. | 


CHAP 


632-4 :Þ; VI 


2 popular objections againſt ſettling and tar- 
ryng on the, trade to Africa by an exclufroe 


Joint och, fairly frated and anfoered. 


Ccording to my weak conception of things, 
EL the three propoſitions concluding the former 
E chapter, are, for the many reaſons already g given, 


ſition whatſoever, of which we can have only a 
Z moral certainty ; yet ſome perſons of more refined 
heads (perhaps to ſhew their parts, or rather hu- 


W mour) will {till nevertheleſs be raiſing duſt, and 


ſtarting objections againſt the ſame, either in 
hole or in part, though more eſpecially againſt 
che third propoſition, until the wiſdom of the 
i Woarliament think fir to put an end to this paper 


= 
IE. 5 


ach a fixed and ſolid foundation as may leave no 


door open for the farther cavilling of every pre- 
Tender 


— 
— 
Bo 


The truth is, I do not foreſee that any material 


= can be offered againſt all, or either of 


Pbeſe propoſitions, to which a clear ſolution may 
Mot be had out of ſome or other of the foregoing 
Wheets ; but left the advocates for an open trade to 


Africa may have any ſeeming pretence left for 


Fumphing before victory, I ſhall fairly ſtate and 
awer ſuch of their objections as occur to my 
emory at preſeht, with pro ome to give full and 

particular anſwers to ſuch others as they ſhall 


5 fit to exhibit, after the peruſal of this trea- 
Elle. . | 


L2 „ On- 
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Jas evident and demonſtrable truths as any propo- 


Wcounter-ſ{cuffle, by ſettling the trade to Africa on 


. = 2 # : 
r 
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 Opjeer1Ion I. A joint-ſtock company, with 
excluſive privileges, 15 a monopoly inconſiſtent 
with the natural right of the ſubject, and the 
common liberty of mankind. prope 
ANSWER. 
much, or nothing at all; for the principle upon 
which it is raiſed ſtrikes at the very root and 
foundation of all ſorts of government, whether 
eccleſiaſtick or civil. But the general good of 
mankind being the great end of all government, 
the humours, liberties, yea, and private intereſts 
too, of particular perſons, muſt always yield and 
givc way to the common ſafety and general inte. 
reſt of the whole ſyſtem of rationals. Thus it i; 
that indefinite numbers, even of free-born men, 
are, contrary to their own natural inclinations, 
frequently preſſed for the publick ſervice in fleets 
and armies. We ſee that, in the caſe of a ſiege, 
fire, or the like, ſeveral citizens houſes are pulled 
Gown, or blown up, to ſave the whole city ; and 
the hands of idiots, lunaticks and furious perſons 
tied up, by ſpecial laws, from having the powe 
of hurting themielves or others. Yea farther, 
many people have got the word monopoly in ther 
mouths, who know or conſider very little df 
either its ſignification or import. I queſtion ver 
much whether we, of this iſland in particular, 
might not have been all this while ſtaked down t 
agriculture only, without having enjoyed the be. 
nefit of thoſe many advantages produced by our 
late improvements in navigation, trade, and mt 
nufactures, were it not for thok encouragement: 
which have, from time to time, been given, b. 
monopolies, to the introducers and promoters 0 
all mechanick arts and other uſeful inventions 
among us. And had it not been for the fam 


W 
xeaſon, I know not why all the country gentlemen, 


farmels, 


This argument proves either too 


their ſtudies. 
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farmers, yeomen, and others, might not as juſtly 
raiſe an out-cry againſt the excluſive privileges 
contained in the ſeveral charters of all the cines, 
boroughs and corporations in Britain. But in- 
deed our capacities are not ſo comprehenſive, nor 


| our abilities ſo very extraordinary, but that one 


good trade and calling (if duly looked after) may 
ſufficiently ſerve and employ the time of one man; 


| and doubtleſs, the more we confine ourſelves to 
| any one particular employment, the more expert 


we muſt be in the knowledge and practice thereof, 
which is another great reaſon why the charge and 
management of all difficult undertakings ſhould 


| be confined to certain ſets of men, ſet apart for 


making the proſecution thereof the chiet end of 


 OmJecr. II. The limits of the Royal African 
Company's charter comprehends no lets than the 
trade of 6000 miles along the coaſt of Africa, 
which is too great an extent to be truſted to the 
management of any one ſociety whatſoever. 


Answ. The groſs of all the trade of the Royal 


African Company, the private traders, and all 
| other Europeans whatſoever, on the coaſt of 


Africa, is between the river Senegal, near Cape- 
Verde, and Cape-Lopez near the Line, which 
comprehends no more than 15 deg. N. Lat. but 
by reaſon of the coaſts winding and falling in to 
the Eaſtward, the meaſure by land muit be ſome- 
thing more than in Lat. And if, now and then, ſome 
tew ſhips happen to trade farther to the North- 
ward, Or to a place or two on the coaſt of Angola, 
Southward, yet even the trade of theſe is within 
the limits of Cape-Blanco, in 20 deg. N. Lat. and 
of the Southern part of Angola, to about 10 deg. 
d. Lat. which (barring the winding of the coaſt) 
will not be the third part of the limits mentioned 

| FE fn 
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in the objection; but let the extent of the Royal 
African Company's charter be what it will, I ſup- 
poſe from Salle, in 15 deg. N. Lat. to the Cape 
of Good Hope, in 35 deg. S. Lat. (which I am 
told it is) 4 
bliſhed for the preſervation. and improvement of 
that trade, for the general advantage of Britain 
and the plantations thereunto belonging, ſhould 
be crampt in either their privileges, or the extent 
of their charter, any more than the ſeveral other 
trading companies erected by foreign kingdoms 
and ſtates for the ſame or the like ends, eſpecially 
when ye look back, and conſider that, during all 
the ſeveral periods of time in which an unre- 
_ ſtrained liberty was either aſſumed by, or allowed 
to private perſons, to encroach upon the charter 
of the preſent Royal African Company, or any of 
their predeceſſors, ſince ever we had any footing 
in Africa, the trade thither always declined and 
came to little or nothing, until revived and re- 
ſtored again by ſucceſſive new grants, with exclu- 
ſive privileges, upon every ſuch occaſion. 
OzJtcr. III. A trade confined to the manage- 
ment of a joint-ſtock company is commonly car 
ried on from the port of the metropolis only, and 
by that means all the other out-ports of the king- 
dom are virtually excluded from having any ſhare 
in the benefit and advantage of that trade. . 
Axsw. This may ſeem to be a plauſible objec- 
tion with ſome inconſiderate people, but has in- 
deed nothing in it at all, if we conſider, that du- 
ring all the time in which the trade to Africa has 
been open by act of parliament, theſe 11 years 
| paſt, no ſhip was ſent thither from any port in 
England, except that of London, and ſome very 
few from Briſtol, and two or three from Liver- 
Pool, for an experiment, in the beginning; on 
| On Wie 


lee no reaſon why a ſociety, eſta. | 
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which laſt port no ſhip has been ſent thither theſe 
fix or ſeven years paſt, for the reaſons given 
page 105. So that truly, whether the trade to 
Africa be carried on excluſively, or in an open 
method, it is, and always will be, much at one 
with reſpect to all the out-ports of the kingdom, 
| for a ſortable cargo, proper for the coaſt of Africa, 

cannot be conveniently had at any other port than 
| that of London only; nor can it be denied but 
| that, for lading even theſe few ſhips which have 
been ſent from Briſtol, ſome parts of their re- 
ſpective cargoes were ſent by land-carriages from 
London; yea, formerly no ſhips were ſent from 
the port of London itſelf, to the coaſt of Africa, 
but what had the chief part of their cargoes from 
Holland, until the preſent Royal African Com- 
pany introduced and encouraged the firſt making 
of ſeveral of our manufactures here, which are 
| proper for the trade of that coaſt. | 
Oy jEcr. IV. If the trade to Africa be confined, 
| ſo as to be carried on by a joint-ſtock only, thoſe 

who have lately united with us (meaning Scotland) 
will be thereby excluded from having any ſhare in 
| that trade; and the hopes of making advantages 
| by trade being the chief motives which induced 
them to agree to the Union, it were unreaſonable 
to fruſtrate their expectations, ſo far as to ſhut 
them out, for good and all, from the right of 
trading to ſo extenſive a' part of, the world as the 
coaſt of Africa. 

Answ. This objection is much of the ſame na- 
ture with the immediate preceding one, and 
therefore the ſame anſwer given to the former 
may, in a great meaſure, ſerve this. However, 
for the farther ſatisfaction of thoſe who have 
lately united with us, this objection ſhall be more 
particularly conſidered in its full force. 3 


L 4 | In 


152 REFLECTIONS en 


In the year 1695, Scotland eſtabliſhed a com- 
pany, by an act of the parliament of that king- 
dom, for trading to Africa and both the Indies; 
and as the deſign was generally allowed to be 
very noble in itſelf, ſo was the conſtitution moſt 


ſuitable to the deſign. But having neither ſtrength 


enough, nor a ſufficient ſtock of their own, for 
proſecuting ſo great and extenſive an undertaking, 
and being fruſtrated of the aſſiſtance which chey 


expected from hence, and from ſome parts be- 


yond ſea, and Scotland itſelf not produci g car- 
goes of ſortable goods proper for either the trade 


to Africa or that to the Eaſt-Indies, they ſeemed, 


in ſome manner, to lay aſide, or at leaſt ſuſpend, 
any deſign of trading to theſe two parts of the 
world for ſome time, and bent their thoughts 
chiefly on ſettling a colony in America, to com- 


| paſs which they made indeed a conſiderable ef- 


fort; but the encouraging that project not being 
then thought conſiſtent with the intereſt of Eng- 


land, in a ſeparate ſtate, and the conſtitution of 
that company being thought incompatible with 
the laws of England, in an united ſtate, it was 


agreed that, by the late union of both kingdoms, 


that company ſhould be diſſolved; and as to all 


foreign trade, and the laws concerning export and 


import, Scotland 1s now under the fame predica- 


ment with all the other parts of the united king- 


dom of Great-Britain. 


I have been at ſome pains to inform myſelf 
concerning the proceedings of that company of 


Scotland, and do not find that ever they ſent any 


ſhip to the coaſt of Africa, except one, and the 
outward cargo of that one itſelf was brought 


from Holland to Leith, which now is not practi- 


cable by law; and though, by the Union, all the 
inhabitants of Scotland are entitled to the ſame 
N = freedom 
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freedom of trading to Africa which the inhabitants 
of all the other ports of the united kingdom have, 
yet there has not been ſo much as any one ſingle 
ſhip ſent from Scotland to Africa fince the com- 
mencement of the Union; which ſhews evidently, 
that either they have no great inclination, or thar, 
of themſelves, they are under ſome inſuperable 
| incapacity for proſecuting ſo hazardous and diffi- 
| cult a trade: fo that, indeed, any well-grounded 
| hopes which the gentlemen of that country can be 
| ſuppoſed to have, of ſharing in the particular 
advantages to be had by the African trade, muſt 
be only from a joint-ſtock company ; for, as they 
are equally free with the other ſubjects of Great- 
| Britain to become adventurers 1n the joint-ſtock 
| propoſed, and conſequently to have a proportional 
| ſhare of the profits, ſo a company, having the 
ſole management and direction of the trade, may 
order matters ſo as to lade a ſhip or ſhips for 
Africa, from any convenient port or ports of the 
united kingdom, where a lading may be had, 
either of proviſions or any other commodity what- 
ſoever, proper for the coaſt of Africa, without 
being neceſſarily obliged to ſend a ſortable cargo 
from thence, becauſe, to anſwer that again, they 
may ſend little or nothing of theſe particular 
commodities in their other ſhips; whereas, in the 
method of an open trade, particular private tra- 
ders, having different intereſts, cannot poſſibly 
have ſo extenſive or comprehenſive a view of the 
trade at once, as a ſociety acting by certain uni- 
form rules of management can have; and there- 
fore every private trader minding only his own 
private concern and preſent gain, the trade muſt 
of courſe, as it is now, be confined to that port 
where all and every one of them can have ſortable 
cargoes, unleſs an excluſive joint- ſtock company 


<A 
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be eſtabliſhed, and, upon trial, End it practicable 
to contrive matters other ways. 
J can very juſtly aver, that I wiſh as well to 


the intereſt of thoſe who are lately united with us 


as any of the ſeparate traders can do, though, 
under the colour of a piece of pretended juſtice to 
that part of the united kingdom, they would, for 
their own ſelfiſh ends, keep us ftill groping in 
the dark, while they themſelves would be fiſhing 
in troubled waters. I own I have too honourable 
an opinion of the worthy and ingenious gentlemen 
of that country, ever to ſuppoſe, and much leſs to 
believe, that, like the dog in the fable, they will 
neither do, nor let do; that is, that, for the ſake 
of retaining a mere imaginary fruitleſs right of 
trading to a part of the world for which they have 
not the proper ſubject or medium of trade, they 
would obſtruct the generous endeavours of others 
in purſuing a national deſign, which (if ſucceſsful) 
ok naturally diffuſe its advantages, in ſome re- 
ſpect or other, throughout the whole united king- 
dom, by adding to "the ſtrength, riches, power 
and credit thereof. 8 

OpJect. V. By confining the African trade to 
a joint-ſtock company, all the profits and advan- 
tages thereof can redound only to a ſmall number 
of adventurers immediately concerned in that 
ſtock.; whereas, by having the trade open in the 
method of a regulated company, like that to 
Turkey, vaſt numbers of all her Majeſty's ſub- 
jets may have a ſhare of the profits. 

Answ. This objection is already more than 
ſufficiently obviated by the ſeveral arguments con- 
tained in the preceding chapter, concerning the 
nature of 2 joint-ſtock 3 and indeed the very re- 


verſe of what 1s ſuggeſted i in this objection, will, 


upon examination, be found to be true; for great 
3 numbers 


N 
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numbers of perſons of all ranks, men, women 
and children, may very well be concerned in an 
excluſive joint-ſtock, for the reaſons particularly 
mentioned in the 1oth argument of the aforeſaid 
preceding chapter, and, de facto, it always hap- 
ns ſo, But when an intricate trade, attended 
with many difficulties, like that to Africa, is car- 
ried on in any open method whatſoever, without 
2 joint-ſtock, the trade, and all the profits which 
can be made by it, muſt unavoidably, in ſome 
ſhort proceſs of time, fall of courſe into the hands 
of ſome few particular perſons, whole cunning 
will out-do that of their ncighbours ; yea, and if 
| the conſtitution of the Turkey company were 
| made the model by which the African trade 
ſhould be regulated, the far greater part of all the 
| ſeparate traders themſelves, who now urge that 
method, would be thereby excluded as illegiti- 
mate perſons, that is, as not being qualified in 
the terms of that conſtitution. 
Oz jg. VI. A joint-ſtock company is good 
for nothing, but to carry on a ſtock-jobbing trade, 
and the preſent Royal African Company have 
cheated the nation by ſtock-jobbing, and dividing 
| their ſtock among the ſeveral adventurers, by 
| which means their ſtock is become worth little or 
nothing. 8 
Answ. At firſt view, this ſeems to be a very 
heavy charge, though indeed it imports but 
little. There was never yet any great convenience 
or advantage in the management of any worldly 
concern, which has not been attended with ſome 
certain inconvenience or other. 


* Commoditas omnis ſua fert incommoda ſecum.“ 


But 
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But to argue fo as to condemn the uſe of any 
thing from the abuſe thereof, is ſuch a method of 
reaſoning as can never paſs with men of ſound 
and unbiafſed judgments ; for one might, with as 
much reaſon, conclude, that if, in ſome former 
ages, there has happened to be, here and there, a 
biſhop who did not live up to the dignity of that 
character, but was guilty of ſome groſs immorah- 

nies, therefore the office of a biſhop was bad in 
itſelf. I am ſure this would be reckoned a ve 
ridiculous way of arguing, and yet the firſt part 
of the objection is the very ſame upon the matter. 

It is no concern of mine to plead in defence of 
ſtock-jobbing ; however, ſuppoſing (for example) 
that any of the adventurers in the joint-ſtock of 
the Royal African Company thinks fit to fell his 
ſhares, as being his own property, and perhaps 
the next day again buys more ſhares of that or 
any other ſtock, from other hands (which is called 
ſtock-jobbing) what can the general ſtock of the 
company be either the better or worſe for any ima- 
ginary value that ſuch particular perſons may ſeem 
to put upon it? But whatever may be in that, 15 
this a practice peculiar to the Royal African Com- 
pany only? No; let any man read but the common 
news- papers, and he will ſee the ſame practice in re- 
lation to all other ſtocks at home and abroad; and, 
if it be an abuſe, have we not alſo tally-jobbers, 
land. jobbers, houſe-jobbers, horſe-jobbers, and 
many other jobbers too, who ſtand more in need 
of a reformation. 

Then, as to the ſecond part of the objection, 
although it had been true, as 1t 15 not, 1t would be 
only argumentum ad hominem, and nothing at all 
as to the nature of the thing itſelf ; yea, the ma- 
nagers of the Royal African Company (who _ 

5 eſs 
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leſs are the perſons pointed at in the objection) 
have already openly declared, that, by particulars, 
and proper vouchers ready to be produced to the 
parhament, they can make it unqueſtionably ap- 
pear, that, during the laſt and preſent war, the 
company's caſual lofſes, by frequent captures and 
otherways, have been upwards of 400,000 J. and 
that the ſmall dividends made among the adven- 
turers, were, in effect, but in the nature of pre- 
miums and encouragements for contributing much 
larger ſums, from time to time, for upholding 
and carrying on the trade, and preſerving their 
forts and ſettlements, unti] a convenient opportu- 
nity ſhould offer for laying their grievances before 
the parliament. And if the company's ſtock be 
not now in ſo good a condition as were to be 
wiſhed, the many concurring reaſons alread 

given, in the foregoing ſheets, do ſufficiently 
evince that the managers are not juſtly charge- 
able with the invidious 1mputation of having 
miſ-employed either their time or talent, but that 
the lowneis of their ſtock is altogether owing to 
other ſupervenient cauſes. 


CHAP. 
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| Some reaſons humbly offered for committing th 
management of the African trade to the 
Royal African C WO 


HAT now remains to be conſidered | is, 

in caſe the wiſdom of the parliament 

ſhall think fit to ſettle the trade to Africa (as it 
is hoped they will) upon the foot of a joint-ſtock, 
with excluſive privileges, who ſhould be the 


raiſers of that joint-ſtock, and be entruſted with 


the management of the trade. 

No doubt, her Majeſty and both the houſes of 
parliament are the only judges who can beſt de- 
termine that matter; however, the moſt probable 


and equitable view thereof, which occurs at pre- 


lent, is, that the Royal African Company have 
already, by their petition to the honourable Houſe 
of Commons, ſignified their willingneſs to raiſe a 
ſtock ſufficient for the preſervation and improve- 
ment. of that trade, in all the branches thereof, 
provided they be eſtabliſhed, by act of parliament, 
on the foot of ſome fixt conſtitution: ſuitable to 
the nature and circumſtances of that trade ; and 
they have alſo, by their publick advertiſement in 
the Gazette, fienified their willingneſs to admit 
all ſuch perſons as have a mind to become joint 
adventurers with them, by raiſing any part of the 
needful ſtock, upon equitable terms. 

Now, in caſe there ſhould happen to be any 
competition in point of preference, as to the per- 
ſons to be entruſted with the management of that 
trade, upon the foot of an excluſive conſtitution, 
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1 muſt own that, in my humble opinion, the 


| Royal African Company has an equitable claim of 


preference in that matter, antecedent to that of 
any other pretender whatſoever. For, 


I. When the African trade was in a manner 
wholly loſt to the nation, in the time of the laſt 


Dutch war, it is well known what pains were 


taken by the King and government, at that time, 


| to perſuade people to ſubſcribe to a joint-ſtock, 
for the recovery, preſervation and improvement 
of that trade; and that, upon the publick faith 


of an excluſive charter, granted then to the pre- 
ſent Royal African Company (which was, at that 


| time, conceived to be an indubitable ſecurity) 


they were induced not only to raiſe the joint-ſtock 
then propoſed, but of courſe engaged likewiſe to 


| contribute and launch out ſeveral vaſt additional 


ſums, from time to time, ever ſince, for the pur- 


| chaſing, building, repairing and maintaining of 
| forts, factories and ſettlements on the coaſt of 


Africa, and for the preſervation and improvement 


| of that trade; which, beyond all peradventure, 
| neither they, nor any other ſet of men in the 


kingdom would have done, if they had then 
ſuſpected, in the leaſt, that others ſhould have 


| the benefit of building upon the foundation which 
they laid. 


II. Though charters under the Great Seal are 
not now looked upon as an unqueſtionable right, 
having all the ſolemnities requiſite by law, unleſs 


| they be confirmed by act of parhament, yet cer- 


tainly, when charters are granted for ſuch onerous 
cauſes and conſiderations as thoſe for which the 
Royal African Company's charter was granted, 
and eſpecially conſidering how far the granting 


thereof 
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thereof has been the means of involving the com. 
pany in many difficulties, upon a national ac. 
count, ſuch charters may, at leaſt, be reckoned 
an argument to move the Parliament to have an 
equitable regard to the company's circumſtances, 
and to give them an opportunity of recovering 
their loſſes, by preferring them to any other | in 
truding pretender in the 1 management of the trade 
to Africa, the preſervation of which to the na. 
tion has already colt the company ſo dear. 


III. By continuing the management of the 
trade to Africa in the hands of the Royal African 
| Company, and ſuch others as ſhall think fit to 
Join with them in the intended new ſtock, upon 
the foot of a fixed parhamentary conſtitution, the 
trade may be carried on to far greater advantages 
in all reſpects whatſoever, than can reaſonably be 
expected from the hands of any other ſet of men 
In the kingdom, who were to begin upon a quite 
new foot ; for the forts, factories and ſettlements 
which the company have already in their poſſeſ- 
ſion, the ſtanding alliances which they have in 
force with the natives, the obſervation, knoy- 
ledge and experience which they have of the na- 
ture and circumſtances of the trade, and of the 
moſt effectual methods of practiſing upon the na- 
tives, for counter- acting and defeating the deſigns 
of all foreign competitors in the trade of that 
coaſt, and their being, all along to this hour, in 
the courſe of a regular trade (though under the 
preſſure of many difficulties, occaſioned by ſuper: 
venient and indirect cauſes) are advantages which, 
if yet to be procured and obtained, would doubt 
leſs be a very chargeable and difficult taſk to 1 
much more capable tet of men than thoſe who, 4 
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this time, for their own ends, ſeem to ſlight thoſe 
advantages ſo much as they do. 


IV. By the many advantages which the African 
trade did produce to the nation, during the ſhort 
time that the Royal African Company enjoyed the 
privilege of their charter excluſively, before the 
Revolution *, .it is evident that they managed that 
trade with abundance of dexterity and application, 
| with reſpect to a national intereſt; and therefore 
it may juſtly be ſuppoſed, that if they were once 
eſtabliſhed by a parliamentary conſtitution, and 
were again encouraged and protected by the go- 
yernment, they would ſtill extend their acquiſi- 
| tions and improvements in that trade, to the ge- 
neral intereſt and ſatisfaction of the nation; yea, 
the very journals and records of the company may 
be of greater uſe. to them, in their deliberations 
about the taking ſuitable meaſures, upon ſeveral 
| occaſions, which may happen in the proſecution, of 
their deſigns, than ſome people can readily ima- 


And if it ſhould be pretended that the ſeparate 

traders have acquired abundance of knowledge 

and experience in that trade, ſince the ſame has 

been laid open, I have ſome ground to believe 

that the greateſt part of this their boaſted know- 

a ledge and experience in the African trade (ſuch as 

un it is) is derived chiefly from ſome deſerters, who | 
tie have been debauched and . ſeduced out of the | 
er. company's ſervice; and how far the veracity, | 
ich probity or integrity of ſuch perſons ought to be | 
relied on, I leave the reader to judge. 


n Oe * Vide Page 88. 


Vor. *. | M | Ad- 


Advertiſement to the READER. 


HOUGH the points of fact charged in 
1 theſe Reflections, either on the agents of 
the Dutch company, or the Engliſh ſeparate 
traders, on the coaſt of Africa, do generally car 
their proofs along with them, yet, if it be found 
that the verity of ſuch of them as are material vil 

be queſtioned (which it is thought they will not) 

then the particular vouchers of cheſs together 
with ſome further conſiderations thereupon, ſhal 
be printed apart, in an Appendix to theſe Re 
„„ "oc: | 


A 


REFLECTIONS 
UPON THE 
CONSTITUTION 
AND 
MAN AG E ME N. T 

OF THE 
Trade to Africa, 


THROUGH 


The whole Courſe and Progreſs thereof, from 
the Beginning of the laſt Century, to this 
Time. | 
WHER EIN 


The Nature and uncommon Circumſtances of chat 
| TraDE are particularly conſidered, and all the 
Arguments urged alternately by the two con- 
tending Parties here, touching the different Me- 
thods now propoſed by them, for carrying on 
the ſame to a national Advantage, impartially 
ſtated and conſidered. 


BY 411 WHICH 


A clear View is given of ſuch a Conſtitution, as (if 
eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament) would, in all Pro- 
bability, render the AFRican Trade a permanent, 
creditable and i Trade to BRITAIN. 


1 
* — —ͤ— 
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Senec. Herc. furens. 


Luod quiſque fact t patitur, auctorem Tom repetit, ſuoque 
premitur n, nocens. 


TALE FF ACT 


| \ A nok adventures to write againſt 
any party, eſpecially ſuch a clamorous 
one as I have entered the liſts with, 
had need be previouſly well aſſured, that he has a 
| great deal of reaſon and juſtice on his ſide. For 
my part, I ſolemnly profeſs, that (according to 
| the beſt of my judgment) I am fully perſuaded 
that I have a very tenable and juſtifiable argue 
ment on the fide which I have choſen, if it do 
not happen to miſcarry in my hands, for not 
having a better advocate to manage it; however, 
| 1 ſhall be well ſatisfied if the following ſheets 
| meet with no worſe reception, in the opinion of 
| judicious readers, than my firſt eſſay upon this 
| ſubject has already met with; which indeed gave 
me the greater aſſurance to make this ſecond at- 
| tempt, for their farther ſatisfaction. - RE 
| deſigned indeed to have ſubjoined particular 
refletions to each of the extracts which compole 
the three firſt chapters, according to their re- 
ſpective numbers upon the margin; but the truth 
is, the matter here treated of being likely to fall 
under the conſideration of the honourable Houſe 
of Commons on Friday next, and this being 
chiefly deſigned for their previous information, in 
is with ſome difficulty that theſe extracts then 
ſelves could be tolerably methodized, tranſcribed 
and printed (even in ſuch manner as they arc) 
within the compaſs of eight days time, eſpecially 
when the ſeaſon is ſo very unfavourable for prini- 
M 3- ing 
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ing; ſo that, if the work be not ſo compleat as ] 
could have wiſt'd to have had it, it is not for 
want of matter, but of time. DEE, 

I muſt own likewiſe, that the ſeveral points now 
controverted, in relation to the trade to Africa, 
are ſo very fully and particularly touched (though 
in an interſperſed manner) in the aforeſaid extracts, 
if jointly conſidered, that there ſeems to be but 
little room left for a commentator, except only 
for the ſake of illuſtration, and to render the ſub. 
ject- matter more agreeable to the reader. 
The contents of the fourth chapter are founded 
partly upon letters of advice from the coaſt of 
Africa, and partly upon the living teſtimonies of 
ſeveral perſons come from thence, who are noy 
here in this city, ready to juſtify the ſame. 
| Left any perſon who reads the following ſheets 
| ſhould happen to be ſo far a ſceptick as to queſtion 

the authentickneſs of the ſeveral extracts therein 
contained, I hereby aſſure him, that the originals 
thereof, witi: many more of the ſame kind, may 
be feen at the Royal African Company's houſe, 
and that, for my own ſatisfaction, I have nov 
lying by me duplicates of theſe, atteſted, ſome by 
company's ſecretary, and ſome by two of his 
clerks. 
TI deſigned (for the reader's more diſtinct view) 
to have made marginal abbreviations to this ſecond 
part likewiſe, but time would not permit. 


IREFLECTIONS 
UPON THE 
Conſtitution and Managem FS 
or THE 
| AFRICAN TRADE, Oe. 


——— 
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PART I 


1 


INTRODUCTION, 
T are ſome people in the world, 


who, from a miſtaken notion of honour, 

think themſelves obliged to juſtify and 
maintain whatever they happen once to aſſert 
dogmatically, in any publick manner, though 
never ſo ill-grounded, as if, forſooth, we were of 
ourſelves ſo infallible in our conceptions and judg- 
ments of things, that we could not be impoſed 
upon, either by miſ-information or otherways 
and the worſt of it is, that people of that tenacious 
temper are commonly ſo full of reſentment againſt 
the authors of any concluding and pointed argu- 
4 ment, 
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ment, touching their own beloved poſitions, that 
a man who writes his mind freely and ſincerely, 
in relation to any publick and national affairs, 
very often runs the hazard of offending perſons, 
againſt whom he may be ſo far from having any 
| perſonal prgudice, that poſſibly, on the contrary, 

ho may honour and regard them very much, in 
all other reſpects. whatſoever. | 

Without any regard to the particular diſpute 

between the Royal African Company and the ſe- 
Parate traders, concerning their ſeveral and re- 
ſpective private intereſts, I firſt of all reaſoned 
myſelf into an opinion, that the trade to Africa 
could not be carried on ſecurely, creditably, and 
advantageouſly, for the common intereſt of Bri- 
tain, and the plantations thereunto belonging, 


by any other method than that of an excluſive 


joint-ſtock company; and in purſuing that argu- 


ment, and ſearching for proper materials to main- 


| tain and ſupport it, I could not forbear making 


thoſe natural obſervations on the vſage which the 


Royal African Company met with, both at home 
and abroad, in the progreſs of their trade, theſe 
20 years paſt, which oe courſe (I own) wrought 
upon my, inclinations ſo far, as to become, in 
ſome meaſure, a partizan for them, 
However, I have, in the Firſt Part of theſe 
Reflections, ſtudiouſſy avoided mentioning the 
particular names and deſignations of ſuch private 
traders, or others, as have been the immediate in- 
ſt-uments of injuring the company's intereſt, 
either abroad or at home, hoping to have, by 
reaſonable arguments, reclaimed them from per- 
ſevering in either the commiſſion or Juſtification 
of ſuch practices as are there pointed at. 

But underſtanding that the ſeparate traders have, 
fince the publiſhing of that treatiſe, exerted their 

I | utmoſt 
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utmoſt endeavours to diſcredit (as much as they 
can) the verity of the ſeveral matters of fact therein 
narrated, with relation to either the agents of the 
IDutch Weſt-India Company, the ſeparate traders, 
lor the natives of the coaſt of Africa reſpeCtively, 
theſe gentlemen muſt blame themſelves, if, con- 
trary to my inclination, they extort from me now 
a particular condeſcendance on the names and de- 
fonations of ſome of their own number, who have 
committed the ſeveral groſs frauds and abuſes 
complained of as aforeſaid, together with the, ag- 
gravating circumſtances thereof, with refpe& to 
time and place: and in ſo doing, I have the joint 
authority of many eminent divines on my fide, 
That roo much lenity or ,indulgence to the 
committers of jniquity, is oftentimes cruelty to 
the u:nocent and oppreſſed.” . | 
I could eaſily have ſwelled the following ſheets 
to a great bulk, if I would look back ſo far as to 
recite all the inſtances which, I find, the company 
could give of abuſes committed againſt them, by 
interlopers and the agents of foreign competitors 
lin the progreſs of their trade, before the ſame was, 
in the year 1697, laid open by act of parliament ; 
ſo I have therefore confined myſelf, upon this oc- 
caſion, to ſuch as have been committed againſt 
them ſince that time only. Nor, upon due conſi- 
deration, can it well be ſuppoſed, that even the 
tenth part of theſe abuſes, which have, at any time, 
deen committed by private traders, in ſo extended 
and remote a part of the world as the coaſt of 
Atrica is, could have come to the company's 
knowledge, and much leſs to mine: ſo that the 
following inſtances may juſtly be reckoned as only 
ome of many more of the ſame kind, which, upon 
urther enquiry, may happen to be diſcovered in 
progreſs of time. - 
= _ CHAP, 
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Same eutracts of ſuch: written teſtimonies as hay 
been tranſmitted to the Royal African Con- 
any, concerning ſeveral abuſes committed h 
the ſeharate traders at or near the Rig 
Gambia, on the north coaft of Africa. 


6 York-Iſland, in the River Sherbron, 

$0 "IP January the 17th, 1697-8. 
I. N Emorandum, that on the gth day d 
ce this inſtant, the ſhip New-London, 


* Mr. Robert Ford commander, and the ſhip 
_« Empreſs, Mr. Henry Pittman commande; 
* came both into the ſaid river. | 
The ſhip Empreſs came within a league d 
_ © our factory, and there anchored. Captain Ford 
with his ſhip the New-London, came only to 
Bob. Iſland, and not farther up; however, he 
ec yent in his boat up to Matthew Skinner's, the 
* chief wood- factor here, and ſtaid three days: 
* at his return he ſtopt here, aſked how we al 
did, and ſo went on board the ſhip Emprelz 
* and then on board his own ſhip the New-Lon- 
* don, where, upon his arrival, he and his com. 
* pany combined together, and ſeized and ſecure 
* to the number of 16 men, natives of the cour- 
try, and put them in irons, with an intent to 
* carry them into the Weſt-Indies ; moreove;, 
* they killed two other men, which ſo incenſe 
e the whole country, that ſeveral hundreds d 
people flocked and bodied on this factory, will 
“ an intent to cut us all off; fo that we, being i 
% jeopardy of our lives, were forced to take 0 


* . « thei 
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& the great houſe, and every man to ſtand to his 
e arms in his own defence, Some then on board 
« negotiating for us, were taken, and put us alſa 
« to the log for a time: and all this occaſioned 
« by the aforeſaid Captain Ford, who himſelf not 
& only ſeized our Blacks, but the Blacks, for his 
| « default, ſeized and ſecured our white men. 
ee In witneſs whereof we have hereunto ſet our 
„% hands, Fo 
1 Henry Pittman. 
Richard Lilly. 
- Urian Pulford. 


We, who have hereunto ſubſcribed, atteſt 
te this to be a true copy of an original now before 
„ | „ F 
Maurice Matthews, Clerk. 
Thomas Williams. - 
Robert Beere. 
John Bridgman. 
Humphrey Lowe. 


Bence-Iſland, in the River Sierra-Leon, 
| 25th March, 1698. 
II. FFUHESE are to certify the Royal African 
= T Company of England, or whom it 
may concern, that I Robert Ford, Maſter of 


dhe ſlip London, with others belonging to the 


* ſaid ſhip, affirm, that one Charles Eaton, in the 
* ſhip called the Poſtilion, did go up the River 
* Sherbrow with the ſaid ſhip, and took from one 
* of the Royal Company's factories there a great 
quantity of cam-wood, without weighing it, 
and loaded aboard the ſaid Poſtilion, receivin 
* the ſaid wood from a perſon who in no wiſe had 7 
* any charge of it: moreover at the ſame 2 
„ 3 ng yy r 
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e ſcandalouſly gave out, that the ſaid Royal 


60 

« African Company were become bankrupts, and 
did much incenſe the country people againſt Ml « 
ts their ſervants, adviſing them to ſeize on their MM « 
\ effects ther, a "0" 
We, who have hereunto ſubſcribed, are ready i « 
e to take oath, when thereunto called, that the 
90 


t ſaid Charles Eaton did verbally tell us ſo, and 
Matthew Skinner alſo, an inhabitant in the 
5 place, did inform us the ſame, « 
Robert Ford, commander, 
Charles Senſkall, chir. 
John Booth, gunner. 


We, who have hereunto ſubſcribed, do atteſt Ml * 
this to be a true copy of an original now be- l 
cc fore Us, | : = ec 
Maurice Matthew, clerk. W . 
Thomas Williams. 8 

a | Robert Beere. 1 
John Bridgman. f 
Humphrey Lowe. 60 

1 HESE are to certify the Royal African IW *« 
c Company of England, or whom it 1“ 


„ may concern, that upon the return of Thomas 
Cocker (agent for the ſaid Royal African Com- 
% pany) to Sherbrow, from his voyage to the 
5 e. he found all the cam-wood, and 
e other merchandizes, which were purchaſed by 
« your factors at Kiddam, deceitfully taken, or iſ © 
<* rather ſtolen off our factory, by Charles Eaton, ſp © 
« 1nterloper ; on which occaſion the ſaid Thomas 
Cocker was forced to proceed for the purchaſing 
< others. When he arrived at the King's town, 1“ 
te there was no liberty to be granted for his pro- 

5 „ cecding W + 
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« ceeding for the river of Kiddam, without going 
« aſhore to make a cry (as they term 1t) for the 
« old King's anſwer was made, that the time would 
not permit of ſo long tarrying there, but at his 
return would ſatisfy them in all points. All 
« this is not availing any thing; but after a delay 
« of ſeven or eight days there, he was forced to 
| * go aſhore to diſcourſe with the King, with all 
« the men in arms that then accompanied him, 
« where, after a ſmall debate, with about 150 * 
bars charges, and the ſtoppage of two negroes, 
« got liberty to paſs: all this being upon, or 
| « occaſioned by the ſcandalous and villainous 
reports of that baſe treacherous fellow, the very 
« ſcum; of mankind (Eaton.) Thus we proceeded 
| & for the river of Kiddam, where we found the 
« ſame game played there as was below, the 
| « people being very inſolent. About 20 days 
after our arrival there we got ſight of the King, 
with whom we had 10 days pallabras (or treaty). 
« with an addition of 200 + bars expence, before 
liberty to trade was granted, and then, with our 
arms in our hands, after our negotiating was 
„completed, we made what diſpatch we could 
for this place, but, contrary to all expectation, 
found all things in great diſorder, the new King 
% having ſet up his purrow (as they call it) or 
| © proclamation, that we ſhould have no trade 
with his people for country-proviſions, or any 
other commodities. Whereupon the ſaid Thor 
* mas Cocker ſent for the King to demand the 
| © reaſons of all this diſturbance. His anſwer was, 
That he could not venture his body without a 
* barge; whereupon the meſſenger was diſpatched 
away with the great barge to fetch him: but 
* that was only a pretence to delay time, to call 
ot - 


I 50 bars is 451. ſterling. + 200 bars, or 601, ſterling. 
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8 the whole La of his country together, as 


cc e found ards. Upon his arrival at the 
<« factory, he brought not above 120 men with 


& him, or thereabouts, but before he was 24 hours 


& here, above 55 or 600 of them landed upon our 
« iſland. This unexpected fight, or rather mi. 
< racle, put us upon making the beſt defence we 
ce could Oe ourſelves, having had ſome little fur. 
cc miſe before of their intentions (which.was to cut 
cc us all off) but they finding we were provided 
4 for them, before they could accompliſh their 
< deſigns, and after a vaſt expence of . 500 * bar 
<< more, 1 | — rg (or treaty of 
C agreement) the whole diſcourſe depending u 
4 Charles Eaton, as aforeſaid, a 
4 ports of your honours being threatened to be 
4 put in Newgate, for begging leave of the Pa- 
-« fiament to ſell your factories to the French, and 
c deducting two-thirds of your ſervants wages to 
cc help to ain the loſs you” have had in the late 
-< ar, thereby to'diſhearten them to ſerve you, 
e which in ſome meaſure took effect; for he, 
& uſing thoſe methods, perſuaded three of your 
c ſervants, then out of this factory, to deſert your 
<< ſervice, and enter into his own, namely, Jotn 
« Howard, Caleb White, and John Kemp: agret 
c \encouragement for the country people to d. 
ce what he had formerly prompted them to. Fur: 
<« ther, he particularly mentioned Mr. Urban Hal, 
« faying he was laughed or hooted out of tht 
« Parliament-houſe, when he was there upon tit 
« Royal African Company's buſineſs. A ſecond 


“ part of it was the taking hold of their peopk 


<« and killing others upon pretended debes, 3s 


<« was termed by Capt. Robert Ford, commande 


ef the New-London interloper. For all thel 


* 500 bars, or 1501, ſterling. 


6« af | 
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and other circumſtances relating to this Hatte 
7 1 occaſioned. 28 the aforementioned perſons) 
« they ſtill demand ſatisfaction, as appears by 
« tarras (or tallies) that the King left ane the | 
« factory for above 400 bars more. 
| « We, who have hereunto ſubſcribed, are 
« ready £0 atteſt what is herein upon oath, hen 
« thereunto called, as witneſs our hands this 29th 


« of July * 
Richard Bridgman. 
Robert Davis. 
William Bri 
John Enden 
Stephen Jackſon. 
John Prowde. 
Robert Loadman. 
Gawin Lithgow. 
John Bull. , 


> =, 78 ß YR ES 


© We, who have hereunto ſubſcribed, - do at- 
« reſt this to be a true copy of an original now 
2 before us, 
Maurice Mathew, clerk. 
Thomas Williams. 
Robert Beere. 
John Bridgman. 
Humphrey Lowe. 


Gaia. Para raph of a letter from Meſſts Na- 
than Piles, Thomas Rayner, and Richard Oak- 
ley, dated 4 March 1 700. 


" . * HE whole trade of the river is in the 

hands of the ten per cent. ſhips, who 
“are Hh at -preſent, ſeven in number, ſome from 
ob « Caroling and the reſt from England, who datly 
« encreale 


* 400 bars, or 1201. ſterling. 
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176 
« Greſham's deceaſe, our factory at ] oally waz 


ten per cent. ſhip trading in this port, and then 
2 * flaye being afterwards returned by Mr. Greſhan, 


D — * - Fe ä = - * 2, 15 
„ — 7% Fre SS, 2 4s — II< i A 
II hoe: Wont ——̃7—˙ — — . 2 — 


Ja conſiderable loſs to your honours, it being 


| + ſmall guns mounted, and hath made ſome te 
Mm Per cent. men promiſe to bring him more next 


-BryLecrious on 


* .encreaſ the price of ſlaves in this river, which 
* is very prejudicial to your intereſt. Before Mr 


“ inſulted by the King, who pred 7 or 800 1 bars 
cargo, upon account of one ſlave taken awy 
from him unpaid for, by one Captain Smith, 


« bound to the river for further trade; which 


yet den ied the return of our goods: ſo that we 
85 « Hand in fear of ſettling a factory there, which i 


<« the chiefeſt . to the fort we had here 
« abouts.” 


Siznra-Lion. Mr. Henry Greenway, | in a poſt: 
ſcript to his letter of 4 April 1702, writes, viz. 


V. Suppoſe I need not enlarge of the King 

I intentions on you at Sherbrow, belieying 
Mr. Barker has done it to the full to you, 0 
* knowing him better than I do; but I perceme, 
<« by ſeveral ſymptoms, that he has no good in. 
e tent toward Engliſhmen, he having got fit 


<« year, otherwiſe he tells them they ſhall have 10 
« wood; by which guns he may command the 
äpaſſage up the river.” | 


Extract of a letter from John F reeman, late agen 
for the Royal African Company at Sierra-I.con 
to his wife, which came Ry" to the com 
1 s hands. | 
VI. R. Peregrine Brown, in Crutche 
$6 Friars, is a principal man; Mt 
Goodwin, the ſcrivener in Change-alley, | 4 


4 218, or 2401. ſterling. 
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« (] underſtand) Mr. More, a Diſtillet, and part- 
« ner With one Tanner, a Quaker, on St. Mary- 
« hill, trade to theſe parts. They muſt be talked 
« with with great caution, and, above all, not be 
« ſhewn the invoice of goods in demand here, till 
« they have conſigned a ſhip to us.” 


VII. FOſeph Sparpin, late quarter-maſter of 
„the Olive-Tree, now ſecond mate of 
(the Bridgwater, depoſeth, that inJanuary 1704-3, 
ge came into the river Gambia in the Olive-tree, 
and about three or four days after their arrival 
(and before Mr. Crookſhank the ſupercargo had 
« diſpoſed of any goods) he, the ſaid Crookſhank, 
4 ſent the chief mate and this deponent, with a 
« long-boat without goods, but only a letter from 
„ Mr. Chidley to Charles Man, then at Anchor- 
% wall, and of him they received 174 teeth, 


2 « which weighed 4278 pounds, by virtue of that 
i letter, which teeth were brought on board the 
” by Olive-tree, and there marked CB, and about 


three or four days after ſent by Crookſhank on 
board the Haſtings man of war. And he fur- 
© ther ſaith, that before the Olive- tree weighed to 
“go to Joar, Mr. Chidley ſent on board the 
% Olive-tree his pinnace, twice loaded with teeth, 
* which Crookſhank received, and marked as be- 
fore, and then ſent Chidley two hogſheads full 
* of bottles of ale, and other things, Whillt 
* Croukſhank was at Joar, Chidley came in there 
in his pinnace to viſit him, and they were (as 
mach as poſſibly they could be) together. 


| m_ l Na 1706. Joſeph Sharpin. 


Yor. V. „ Gam- 
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GAMBIA. 21 October 1706 Capt. John Tozer 


writes, viz. 


VIII. MAR. Chidley (as I am informed) took 

N his departure the 22d of June lat, 
6“ in the Olive-tree (a ten per cent. ſhip) for Vir. 
“ gina, with conſiderable effects, but to what 
value is not exactly known.” 0 


Memorandum, That the Royal African Com. 
pany have ſeveral letters from Mr. John Snom, 
agent at Gambia, Capt. Charles Cook, and Co. 
lonel Gawin Corbin of Virginia, containing long 
narratives of many groſs frauds and abuſes com. 
mitted by ditto Chidley, while he was in the 
company's ſervice at Gambia, but are (for bre. 
vity's fake) omitted here till further occaſion. 


SHERBROW. Meſfieurs Henry Glynn and Henn 
| Gadbury, in a poſtſcript to their letter of 20 


April 4707, write, viz. .. 


"IM Sm Gordon brings us news, thi 
your treaſurer is run away with al 
your money, and that you are not able to fend 
us any more ſhips, which very much diſhearten 
% our people. One John Maſon, on that news 
„ has left your ſervice, and entered on boat 
Gordon, who pretends to have a commiſſion i 
carry home any ſubject of England that deſire 
it. One John Wenham, a writer, and a ve! 
« ſerviceable man, to whom the charge of tt 
„teeth ſent to Sierra-Leon was given, meetily 
* ſome country people on board Gordon, wit 
« were indebted to your honours for ſome ſlave 


and acquainting them that he had orders to dt 
3 « mal 


* 


MY 
— 


A 


. 
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« mand them, cauſed ſome quarreliing amongſt 
« them; on which one of them, by name Lewis 
ee Corba, promiſed to do his betas s (as our Gro- 
« mettos who were ſent on board inform us) and 
&« he was as good as his word, for the man died 
tc next morning, in leſs than three hours after he 
ce left the ſhip ; and, by the manner of his dyin 
« jt is judged he was poiſoned, for he drank ck 
« water, and his nails turned black and came off, 
and his belly burſt,” 275 


Paragraph of a letter from Mr. John Clark, dated 
York-Ifland, in the river Sherbrow, 26 April 


1707. 


R. Freeman took his departure from 

this place the 27th of Oct. laſt. Mr. 
5 Glynn carried (of your honours effects) with 
“him, when the ſhip was going, nine good men- 
or flaves, and a ſloop- load of cam-wood, and 20 
8 ye elephants teeth,” 


8 


Memorandum, He went in the Raper-Gilley 
commanded by Capt. Bonham, a private trader. 


Another paragraph of the ſame letter. 


HE advice I had about Mr. Freeman's 
carrying away your honours cam-wood 
" and ſlaves, was from Charles Gardiner, a 10 per 
cent. factor, who alſo told me, that Mr. Free- 
* man and he made a contract to carry on a ſepa- 
rate trade, and that your ſloop was his, and 
„ Gardiner was to have the half of her. I can 
make it appear by the books, that the ſloop 
1 ſtands you in $72 bars, beſides workmanſhip.” 


N 2 1 Bun- 


(e 


747 


* 
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Paragraph of a letter from agent John Clark, 
dated at Sherbrow 24 May 1708. 


„ FT\HE 12th of February laſt arrived Mr. John 


« 1 Freeman, in a 10 per cent. ſhip, the 
“ John, Capt. Richard Shoebrick commander, 
“ Mr. Freeman has endeavoured all he can to 
* diſcourtge your honours ſervants in theſe parts, 
& and withal to withdraw them for his own uſe.” 


From ditto, dated 30 June 1708. 
& JT, \REEMAN has ſtrictly charged all his people 


* not to Carry any letter or any account for 
me. Freeman has certainly carried off all the 
„ flag-ſtones and bricks of Bence-Ifland, and 
« would have carried the guns off, but had not 
„ ftrength, telling his people he would pay him- 
ſelf. I deſign to take them from him Heedity. 


Ditto. 
* T\REEMAN has paid him (the King of 
i N Sherbrow) 100 bars more than I did at the 


& arrival of the Greyhound. The King ſwears, 


that at the arrival of every ſhip of your honours 


he will have the ſame, elſe I ſhall nor paſs the 
*« river. | | 


we Ditto. 
* LF 7 HEN Capt. Tozer arrived (as is ufual) 
7 VI ſent a white man with Gromettos to 
« invite him (the King of Sherbrow) to the iſland, 


& and receive his cole : what money I ſent him he 
* received, and panyared the white man and one 
„ of the Gromettos, whom he ſtill keeps in cuſto- 


dy, and can give no reaſon for it, only nonſenſe 


which that Freeman infuſed in him.“ | 


- 
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I ſhall conclude this chapter (reſerving my re- 
flections on the contents thereof till another occa- 


| fion) with what I happened to learn in a converſa- 


tion which I had ſome few days ago with a very 


intelligent perſon, who lived a conſiderable time 
at Gambia. 1 
He declared that, in the year 1702, five private 


ſhips being in the river of Gambia at once, gave 


from 20 to 23 bars per head for negroes, more 
than the company's ſervants gave before the arrival 
of theſe ſhips, and that they lowered the price of 
Engliſh goods one third, : £ 

That Captain Rhett, Captain Fudor, Captain 
Forty, and Captain Beckford, all private traders, 


| traded with the company's ſervants, eſpecially 


Captain Beckford, by whoſe perſuaſion and con- 
trivance goods belonging to the company were car- 


| ried off, to the value of 3000 l. and upwards. 


That the natives have ſeveral times attempted to 


ſeize on veſſels belonging to the company and 


private traders. | 
That where the company have {mall factories up 
the river, without any fortification or force ta 
protect them, the ſame are ſubject to ſeizures at 
the plkaſure of the Kings there, even though they 
knew that the company's ſervants would make 
reprizal. 1 — 
That the natives know very well, that when 
ſhips are part-ſlaved, the purchaſers muſt give any 
rate for the remainder of their reſpective comple- 


| ments, rather than endanger the loſs of the reſt, 


and that therefore the natives do impoſe upon 
them accordingly. And 1 


That, in his opinion, the trade to that coaſt 


can never be carried on effectually without forts, 
or otherwiſe than by a joint-ſtock; and that, 
| og: 1 


if required, he would declare and certify the 


ment. 
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truth of all the aforeſaid particulars to the parlia- 
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From Cape-Coaſt Caſtle, the 28th of May 1698, 
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Extrafts of ſeveral written teſtimonies and ad- 

vices ſent to the Royal African Company, 
concerning the conduct and practices of the 
ſeparate traders on the Gold- Coaſt. 


Meſſrs. Nicholas Buckeridge, William Cooper | 
and John Brown, write, viz. 


VO will perceive what damage interlo. iſ _ 
pers do, as well on this coaſt as at . 
* Whidah, lowering the prices of all European. 
goods, and advancing the price of ſlaves. If W _ 
ſome ſpeedy remedy be not applied, we muſt . 
be forced to lower our goods, otherwiſe no. . 


traders wil! come near us: the Dutch have al- 
ready lowered their perpets to 9*, and talk of 
taking off another angle; but as theirs are infe- I F. 
© rior to ours, we keep ours at 10%, at which 
price, if interlopers be kept off, doubt not but 
hall vend conſiderable quantities. There is 
not a Negroe upon the coaſt will vend a ſlave 
now for ſix or ſeven pieces per head (a piece 1s 
20 ſhillings) ſo that we are forced to advance 
another piece.“ þ 


1 | From 


III. 
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From Meſſieurs Nicholas Buckerid age, Howſley 
Freeman, and Samuel Wallis, date Cape-Coaſt- 
_ Caſtle the 16th of April 1699. 


Il. « FT is to be feared Captain Bags will make 
a long ſtay upon this coaſt before he 


« 5. his cargo, trade being very dull, and 


« many ſhips in theſe parts, who rather give their 


hs away than {ell — diſpoſing perpets 
r les. | 


Fi rom Captain Matthew Wilſon, of the Company's 
| ſhip Edward and William, dated King's-Town, 
Ts the 26th of June 1699. 


IE arrived the 31ſt of Ms, having 
purchaſed 215 Negroes. The car- 


cc 


* go, with what has been diſpoſed of on the Gold- 


« Coaſt, will fall very ſhort of our complement, 


| © the King playing tricks with us, as likewiſe 


« with the other ſhips that are here. When we 
came to pay him, he raiſed his price from his 
* firſt agreement, being grown very haughty and 


« proud ſince Whidah has been attended with ſo 
% many ſhips.” 


From Meſſieurs Nicholas Buckeridge, Howſley 
Freeman and Samuel Wallis, dated Cape-Coaſt- 
Caſtle the 5th of March 1699. 


IV. « ITH ſubmiſſion to your honours, it 


” 1s no wonder the 19 per cent. men 


* make voyages, when at the ſame time we have 
little or no buſineſs, which is cuſtomary in all 
* parts of the world where ſhips reſort to, aden 
* their cargoes are conſigned to ſome factor, or 


. © others 
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ce others on ſhore; $- fox the, natives and. inhabitanty, 


« will never:come to a factory or ſhop to lay out 
their money, when they can buy goods 30 per 
* cent. cheaper on board a ſhip than can be af. 
„ forded in either of the former. The 10 per cent. 
„ men, for the moſt part, fold perpets at fix 
« ackeys each, and ſo proportionably the reſt of 
« their merchandize.” | 


From Mr. Gabb (a ſhort time ſurveyor) dated 
Cape-Coaſt-Caſtle the 15th of September 1700. 


V. & R. Edward Barter is allowed: to. do 

0 what he pleaſes, for he fetched a- 
e ſhore, and ſecured in his houſe, all ſuch goods 
« by night as they (writing of the then chief fac- 
„ tors) are aſhamed to let others ſee, and have 
« oftentimes of late 1500 or 2009 pounds worth 
«of eds of all forts vendible here,” 


F rom 'Mr. Thomas Peck, dated James-Fort, 
END 1 the zoth of June 1701. / 
VI. 5 


4 


S to ſlaves, the 10 per cent. men are 
"A my only interrupters in acquiring 
ce any, they giving fix or eight angles more than 
« your honours allow, which has been the real 
« occaſion that fo many ſlaves have been ſhipped 
from Annamaboe.” 


From Meſſieurs Howſley Freeman, Thomas Peck 
and William Hicks, dated Cape- Coaſt- Caſtle 
the 6th of November il. 


VII. N the 4th of September, being Sun- 
e day, the Blacks in a tumultuous 

« manner approached towards the caſtle (of An- 
& namaboe) broke open t the outer ſpur-gate, a 5 
„„ 
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4 ſer fire ta our Qut-walls and corn- rom, 
65 Alſo at the caſtle; 2 by firing the great guns, 

« they ſoen quitted e gry ound, and falfe pre- 
« tenſtons too: in requ that night, from the 
« caſtle; we bunt the: major part * the town. 
& This continued for 22 days, at which time th 

| « requeſted a truce, and that they would compoſe 
|< theſe matters to aur deſires, the King of Saboe 

a being come there for that intent; the 4 
gran 1 | hey abjected nothing at 
6 2 — ta them, and for their fidelity a 
took fetiſhes (that is their oaths) according to 

« the cuſtom of the country, rendering up their 
„n ſons . alſo, as pawns for their better per- 
| « formance of this agreement, and payment of 
the damage done to your honours fort; but 
« fince, by the encouragement of the 10 per cent, 
* men (Captain Benfon, in a ſhip, the Amity, 
from Landon, giving them then all the all 
e ſiſtance he could, which we hope your honours 
« will take notice of) they begin to play the old 


game again, not regarding any agreement ever 
re made with them.“ 


de From Captain Bernard Ladman, of the Spaniſh 
ai Merchant, dated Commenda the 7th of F ebru- 
ed i ©? 7701-2. 


VIII.“ S for trade, I have met with very 
"4 little, the Blacks being afraid to 
come aboard Engliſh ſhips, they having been 
* tricked by pals particularly of late by * al 
x 11 ames Francis, in the Sarah-galley, Ca 
Bond in a brigantine, and two Capt ain Bills, 
in ſloops belonging to Jamaica and  Barbadoe: 
ho, about the 19th of December laft, ado 
" furprize. and Carry away with them 24 Negroes, 


* belonging 
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4 to Drewin, with 16 cows and a great 
<< parcel of teeth, as they came aboard to trade 
« ſome were redeemed, but had three for one 


ce 
0 
cc 
ce 
66 


If there be not care taken to prevent ſuch vil 
lainies, our Engliſh colours will be of no uſe to 
us, for the Negroes ſtudy revenge, and are re. 
ſolved to ſcize upon what they can. Accordingly 
on the 27th of Dec. Capt. Daniel Lowis, of 
the Dolphin ſloop belonging to London, being 
. © at anchor off of Drewin to trade, great number 
<<. of Negroes came to trade, and ſurprized them 
all, took all that was in the veſſel and run her 
* aſhore, where ſhe ſtaved in pieces. The mate 
and boatſwain eſcaped in the vary but the com- 
_ © mander and the reſt of his men they drove up 
into the country; but ſince they are more mo- 
« derate to them, and have admitted of an ex. 
change for the captain and his cook, having fit 
negroes for e ea The doctor 1s Iikewik 
cleared, by reaſon they had cut his head, and 
could not tell what to do with him. Captain 
Lowis is now aboard of me, and gives me this 
account; but the reſt of the men are ſtill a 
* Drewin.” For | 


From Meſſieurs Howſley Freeman, William Hicks 
and Peter Dowſe, dated Cape-Coaſt-Caſtle tht 
IX. v1 


cc. 


W 


E are apt to believe that ſeveri 


* 


4 paying their duty, and paſs by us here; fot, 


_— 


- 


The ſame method they take all along the coaſt. 
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and would never come near any of ye ho- 
nours forts, Poing always under the protection 
of the Dutch; which we hope your — 


vill take notice of.“ 


rom Sir Dalby Thomas, dated Cape-Coaſt-Caſtle 
the 23d of May 1704. 


OME few days before * Mr. Gabb died, 
he delivered to Captain Charles Martin, 

0 8 of the Ann Bonadventure, two lar 
© bulſes of gold, in the preſence of one Mollata 
« Quaſhee, Mr. Gabb's boy, ſo called, though 
„26 or 30 years of age, and declared the N to 
« Mr. Brown there, and to me here; and though 
he could not tell the weights, he could ſhew 
„the weights, and ſhewed them to him there, 
and to me here; for he weighed them, and 


„ thoſe weights which he ſhewed there, and here, 


* were 12 F marks and 4 ounces, and ſaid it was 

good Arcania gold. He himſelf put it up, and 
* alſo took a bulſe of your gold, put it up to be 
* ſent hither as the balance of his late month's 


account, and put it among that which was deli- 
* yered to Capt. Martin, Capt. Martin would 


* never own that he had any gold of Gabb, till 
* he ſaw it ſo well proved, and then told Mr. 
Brown there that he had ſome, but would not 
* tell how much, nor to whom to be delivered.“ 


From Ditto. 


XI, „ Have diſcourſed Capt. Martin 3 


times of this affair, and I could bring 

8 him to own nothing more than as before: he 
. ould be fair in words, and would ſay he could 
3 


Mr, Gabb was Chief of the company $ fort at Annamaboe. 
+ A mark is eight « ounces. 


—— — 
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doi any thing I could aſk him to do, fo as 9 


< preſerve his honour. I told him, his honow 
& was to do juſtice to thoſe to whom the gold di 


« belong; that Capt. Gabb was the Company; 


& ſervant, and was much in their debt; that he 
(the ſaid Capt. Martin) had the very gold which 
<« was put up by Gabb for the Company, and al 
the gold too which he had taken ſince for the 
« Company ; for here was no Arcania gold le, 


© and all that be had ſince the laſt month, as wel 
cas the laſt month's balance, was to help to make 


* up that gold, if it did not make it all up, fo 
« he had ſold a great deal of goods, and all- 


« he. had taken for them was Arcania gold, 


being to take no other, and that his honour ws 


e concerned, as if he had been entruſted by x 
& D highwayman, or one that robbel 
« his maſter, which he muſt not diſcover leſt a 


© honeſt man ſhould come to his own; and tha 


„ I thought, if this had been done in England, 
e he was indictable for receiving and concealing 
Jof ſtolen goods, or for abetting, aiding and 
« aſſiſting the thief, the villain, or the cheat, for 
I could term it no otherways. All that I coul 


get from him was, that that was more than he 


c knew, and that it was lawful for him to take 
e any thing upon freight. I told him this place 
* differed from other places; that none of tix 


* Company's ſervants here were allowed to trad: 


* but for the Company; and that they could cal 
„no gold their own. He ſaid he had carri 
< many a fcore marks of gold from the Company" 


* ſervants, and hoped he ſhould carry many mo 

 « ſcore marks of gold for them. I told him, that 
the Company have been robbed of many a fcor 
marks of gold, and as he had aſſiſted their {tr 


vants to cheat the Company, ſo he hoped to g 


« of 


- 
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on wich them in their cheating, and therefore 


g x would not do the fair thing now, leſt he ſhould 

F not be entruſted again by the villains he ſhould 
" find or make here.” | bs 

ww ; 7 

< Ts From Ditto. 

2 AFTER theſe, this affair was argued. 
10 yeſterday on board Capt. Aſh, where was 


« Capt. Martin and Capt. Ingle, all 10 per cent. 
men now in this Road, and there was argued 
with the reaſonableneſs of what I propoſed to 
Capt. Martin, which was, that he ſhould name 
« the quantity of gold he had, and give obliga- 
tion to deliver the gold to you, you indemmty- 
ing him from all demands whatſoever. It was 
de not to be debated ; Aſh would. not do it for a 
« thouſand pounds, and ſo it went, nemine con- 
n tradicente, not to be done. This is their Diana; 
na, for if the power of helping your factors to cheat 
ie you be taken away (which they are afraid would 
in a great meaſure be taken away, if men once 
e told the ih your ſervants did) the captains 
ug would be undone; and if you cannot have a law 
eto prevent it, I am ſure (gentlemen) you will, 
ae as to your ſtock in the African trade, be undone, 
ace for I will defy the honeſteſt, wiſeſt and care- 
te fulleſt man here, ever to have your people ho- 
ade neſt, while ſo many ſeducers are tempting your 
cal ſervants, and putting them in the way to wrong 
rie you, as is evident not a 10 per cent. captain 
ny: but does. They will not allow it wronging, to 
nr bring the gold from your people, nor ſelling 
tha them goods for gold, though they are well al- 
cor} fured that your fervants are not worth a cra-cra 
{er (or farthing) of their own, and know that they 
are bound by oaths and obligations not to trade, 
* directly 
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K account only, I ſhould not think it hard 9 
voluntary agreements, if reaſonable, and aprey 
c to by men of age and diſcretion, at the time 
_ < their agreeing to it (if ever they will have diſcr. 


«' them.” 


| XI. © I Am ſenſible that the Weſt-India colonies 


< true intereſt to have Negroes beſt in their kind 
* coaſt for L. 3, and J. 3 105. as now coſt J. i. 
< will (I believe) come to L.15, for the mo 
< increaſing in price, as they have done for thet 


all in haſte to be gone from hence; and by thel 


* prices of Negroes kept down: and if the dil 


to what they are ſold at now, were added to i 


be directly or indirectly, but to and for youſ 


obtain a law to oblige people to perform they 


cc tion) and to prevent the ſeducers fr om tempting 


# From Ditto. 


1 (1 mean the iſlands and Virginia) ar 
& very valuable to England, and their true inter 


* ought duly to be conſidered, and that nothing 


< -be done to their prejudice. It is certainly ther 
<« healthy, ſtrong, and cheapeſt: the way they ar 
« now ſerved is not the way demonſtrably. For 
„ merly as good Negroes were bought on thi 
< and in ſome few years, in this ay of trading 


different buyers there are, the dearer they w 
* be made, as appears evidently by their yea 


< ſeveral years paſt, by having ſo many buyc 
* under-ſelling*and out- bidding one another, tht 


© keep each the other as long, if not longer, thu 
<« if the prices of goods were kept up, and i 


282222 © 


c rent prices of goods in former days, compaii 


Lad 
* 


price of Negroes now given, I believe ey 
«© good 2%. an is now worth L.15; and who mi 

pay thoſe prices? The colonies certain 
© Therefore it is a demonſtration they ſuffer 
« this method.” Fru 


& 8 
& 6 


* ©% 
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" From Sir Dalby Thomas, dated e 


; 209 Oct. 1704. 
ol x11. < * R. Dudley was removed belere my 
64 time, and the account of his crimes 


« ſent you by Mr. Brown, Major and Willis; but 
34 what I learn 1 18, viz. 


Men. Women. Boys. Girls. 
He fold in Jan. I702 — 7 2 2 * 
In March 1702⸗2W? — 4 2 9 
In May, June and July, 17503 9 5 1 3 
In Sept. Oct. and Nov. 2 7 . 


— 2 —— 


— — — 


43 "EY 2 


In all 76 ſlaves. | 

And of theſe he ſold to ſundry perſons, as I am 
informed, viz. 

To Captain Francis Morgan — — 2 

| To Captain Rogers — — — — 6 

To a private trader ſent to Dickes-cove 4 

To ditto at C ape-Coaſt-C altle — — 3 


To Captain Impin — — — =— 14 
To Captain Gil i wm IF 
To Captain Normanton — — — 13 
To Captain Maxwell — — — 
To Emanuel de Sylva, at Commenda 1 
To 9 6— == == — — 2 

| | 52 

The remainder not known to whom 
diſpoſed of — — — — — 24 
| 76 ſlaves. 


Fro 5 From 


** 


\ 


292 -\Rerinerions on 


1 


From Sir Dalby Thomas, dated C ape-Coaſt-Caſtle 
XII. 14 4 * Rook e-galley, and your Davers 
8 galley, are ſtill at Annamaboe, pur. 


„ chaſing their flaves, and as yet met but with 
very indifferent ſucceſs, the firſt having pur. 
* chaſed only 60, and the latter 28 Negros, 
The 10 per cent. men who ate there; ſpoil the 
« markets extremely, by out-bidding us all at 
< once, by which means they began to out-do 
« your ſhips in buying, until that I, being ad. 
<< viſed thereof, ordered your factors and captains 
« to give as much for a Negro, and ſell your 
„ goods as cheap as they; for I am reſolved not 
to hold the candle to them any longer, as wa 
% done by my predeceſſors, let the conſequence 
e be as it will. You have been. ſufferers in the 
« trade enough by that already, and frnce one or 
other muſt unavaidably be done, I think that 
M buying and ſelling at or near their price is the 
<< better of the two; for, conſidering the expence 
you are at upon the coaſt, it is better to trade 
« at any rate, than not at all.” 


* 


From John Smith, dated at Annamaboe, 6 Feb. 
| e | 


XIII. OINCE I came hither, I have done a 
„ much as poſlible to oblige the na- 
“tives, and increaſe as well as maintain your 
c honours intereſt with them, which at firſt 
<« ſeemed to have good effect; but ſince the ar- 
<« rival of ſeveral 10 per cent. ſhips, IJ have not 


cc 


«© been able to keep the trade to the fort, for 


there can be no limitation to the price of good 


„ ſlaves | 


e A 
you! 


E Al- 


y000 
ave) 


the Ar RICAN TRADE. 193 


« ſlaves when other ſhips out- bid us, which I am 


« poſitive has been done by Captain Prince, he 
60 E given . 14 each for men, as alſo by one 
“Captain Normanton, in a brigantine bound for 
« Jamaica, who firſt ſold blue perpets for five 
angles each, and before he went off diſpoſed of 
« ſeyeral for four angles.” 


| From John Brown, dated Cape-Coaſt-C aſtle, 


18 Feb. 1704. 


AMV. \© © E ſell ad buy as they (the private 
8 traders) do, which puts them to 
« their wits end what to do, and obliges them to 


lower their goods to leſs, and raiſing their price 
for ſlaves, if they will have them; for they 


„ have no way of out-trading your honours but 
« by underſelling. The meaſure they now take 
« 1s down-right undoing one another, by out- 
« ſelling and out- bidding us, and each the other 
„ among themſelves too, that one would take 
them to be out of their ſenſes, or ſent hither to 
«* try, not who ſhall get moſt, but who ſhall loſe 
“ moſt for his owners.“ ” 


From Sir Dalby Thomas, dated at Cape-Coaſt- 
Caſtle, 13 May 1705. oh 


EV. Aptain Gladman, in the Shrewſpury- 
galley, in the ſervice of Sir Jeffrey 
* Jeffreys (as I am informed) brought out hither 
* for ſale 18 guns, about three years ſince, and 
'* fold them to John Cabeſs, and built him his 
* flanker up, in oppoſition to your fort at Com- 

Vol. V. | « menda; 


* 
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„ menda; and (as I am informed) Captain Ing: 
“ maſter, the laſt voyage of her, brought out ſi 
* puns, and ſold them to John Cabels; and thi 
voyage from the Weſt-Indies he brought Out 
23 pounders to fell, I ſuppoſe to John Cabeſ;: 
„ I adviſed him not to fell them 8 the Black; 
for if he did, he might ſeverely pay for it. He 
« then offered them to me, for your honours ac. 
* count, but they being too big for ſalutes, an 
< too little far offending a ſea-enemy, we did not 


66 agree. 


I am told that the people of Lahoo have 1} 


guns well mounted upon batteries round thei 
% town, and the town very well palliſadoel 
They are arrived to ſo much knowledge, tha 
they can defend themſelves, and carry their gun: 
up the river in great canoes to offend their ent. 
„mies. The King of Whidah, and the King d 
* Quamboo, have a great many very fine guns; 
the King of Saboo has two. It is true, "The 
„ people do not at preſent underſtand how to uk 
them, but how ſoon they may, none can tell; 
nor is it unreaſonable to think, that they naj 
« rake it to be their intereſt to hire a white ma 
4 to make them maſters of gunnery, and there is 


« ſeldom wanting a renegado white man to inftruii 


ce the worſt of enemies, when well offered, and 
„ when that's done, farewel forts and caſtles, the 
« trade of this coaſt, and every thing elſe but 
« cruelty and inhumanity here. Something i 
< neceffary to be done, to prevent the ſelling 0 
great guns to the Blacks, either by the E-ngli 
„or Dutch: I believe there are ſevere laws i 
both nations, and I am of opinion, that it is th 
0 Jo only that do we at 
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From Sir Dalby T homas, wry at cf C. 
e Caſtle, 30 May 1706. 


Im D 


640 cent. mens Diana, and they pay all 


| adoration, with great preſents, to him. In a 
(little time, not à man of them will come out 
„ without preſents for him. Captain Prince, in 
| « the Marlborough, ſtopt there the 25th inſtant, 
aud ſtaid with him two days; and he bragged 
„to Mr. Brown that he had 2 of beer, wine, 

| © &c. and a ſilver punch-bowl from thence. He 


« paft by us, and in his paſſing he was fo civil as 


| © to ſalute the flag, which was more than he did 


* laſt voyage, and then ſtopt a day at Morea (a 


* Dutch fort) 1 83 to take in ſlaves and 
| © corn.” 


From John Chaigneau, dated Cape · Coaſt· Caftle, 
2 mw A 


XVII. Muſt own your honours bs: been 


« Þ| great ſufferers on the ſale of goods 
© theſe two or three years paſt ; it was Sir Dalby 


| « Thomas's opinion fo to do, rather than the 10 


per cent. men ſhould carry all the trade. Mr. 
Thomas Peck was the firſt 10 per cent. man 
( fince my time) that began to lower the price of 
goods, eſpecially perpets, which he ſold at five 
* ackeys. I was then chief at Agga, and am cer- 
« tain the 10 per cent. men did always fell cheaper 
* than we did, and not Sir Dalby, as they pre- 
tend: the reaſon of it is ſo plain, that none but 
* themſelves can fay againſt it. No people in the 
* world (I believe) underſtand their intereſt better 
N than the Blacks of the Gold- Coaſt, and could 
O02 « they 
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<« they ſupply their wants as cheap at your ho. 
*-nours factories as they do aboard 10 per cent. 
e ſhips, one would think they would not put 
„ themſelves to the charge of canove-hire, and the 


e hazard of over-ſetting with their goods, as very 


often they do: beſides that advantage on the 

price of goods, they have that on the price of 
“ flaves alſo, which they could not expect to {el 
* ſo dear, were not the 10 per cent. men fo for. 
* ward and ſo free of what is not their own. It is 
ea great misfortune that your honours have ſo 
* many to contend with, and of that temper, 
that, rather than you ſhould get, they would 
* willingly loſe; for I dare ſay there are very fey 
8 of them but who are loſers by the ſlave- trade. 


F rom Seth Groſvenor, dated Winnebah, the 2d of 
March, 1 70 7-8. 


XVIII. n E Io per cent. ſhips are a mighty 

prejudice to our trade, for when 
„ they are upon the coaſt, and near ſlaved, they 
0 1 of their goods at prime coſt for dif patch, 
< and give very “ prices for faves, ” 


From n John Paſton, dated Agga the 3d of March 
| 1707-8. 
XIX. 66 N 10 per cent. men's uſing thi 


lace ſo much has made ſlaves ex. 

" ae dear. * Caplairi Normanton and Martin 
« from Briſtol, Captains Bonham and Porter, the 
- « former from London, the other from Barbadoes, 
e ſlaved here before the battles were fought, and 
they gave 14 pieces current for men, and nine 
pieces for women, and Normanton, it is faid, 
* 1 98 15 pieces for men for his diſpatch. Wn 

g ce the 


* 
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« the battle was fought we expected ſlaves to be 
cheap, but Captain Saunders, a Briſtol-man, 
Captain Corbin from London, Morgan and 
“ Hayes in two brigantines, kept the prices up, 
that we could not buy a man under 3 oz. 3 ac. 
« or 3 Oz. 4 ac. a head, nor women under 2 O02. 


4% 3 ac. Or 2 02. 4 ac. a head. Your honours ſhips 


the Queen-Anne's and Dorothy's ſlaves moſt of 
« them coſt this price. If your honours obſerve 
« this place all the year round, one year with 
« another, men-ſlaves are dearer by 12 ac. upon 
« a head, than they are to windward or leeward, 
« and women 1n proportion. There is but one 
e veſſel in the road now (nor none other that we 
« can hear of upon the coaſt) and that is a bri- 
„ gantine upon your honours account, from Mr. 
« Cheſter of Antegoa; I believe ſhe will be ſlaved 
« in this road at 11 pieces the men, and ſeven the 
“ women, in leſs time than her charter- party ſpe- 


„ cCifies.“ 


I have, merely for brevity's ſake, pretermitted 


| here the extracts of ſeveral other pertinent letters 
| and advices, ſent to the Royal African Company, 
touching the proceedings of the ſeparate traders 


and others on the Gold-Coaſt, ſince the year 1697, 


which truly I once intended to have inſerted in 
this chapter; but underſtanding that there are 


now in this city ſeveral perſons who have ſerved 
the company on the coaſt of Africa, for ſome 
years together, in the reſpective qualities of agents, 
factors, captains, maſters and mates of ſhips, lieu- 
tenants, ſerjeants, and gunners of forts, carpenters, 
&c. and that they are ready (if required) to atteſt 
the verity of the premiſſes, and ſeveral other ma- 
terial points of fact of the ſame nature, to the 


Parliament ; and conſidering likewiſe, that the 


O 3 ſeveral 
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ſeveral matters of fact altcady charged on the 
ſeparate traders, in 25 firſt part of theſe Reflec. 
tions, are fafficiently explained and ' vouched by 
the cooing 5. think it needleſs to en. 
large any further, at preſent, on the heads of this 
chip pter, by particular reftectzons or-otherways, 

an alt therefore reſerve any reflections Which! 

may have dig ad til bone further occaſion. | 


Entradte of 5 written 1 and ad. 
wices fent to the Royal African Company, 
foucbing the poles = and undermining 
practices of the general and agents of the 
Dutch Weſt-India Company on the coaſt tf 


Guinea, Ance the fr, 16 97. 


From Meſſieurs William Ronan, William Melrob, 
and Nicholas Buckeridge. 


I. 1 à deſerter from the Mina we are in. 
formed, that the Dutch Company have 
Fe nt over poſitive orders to ſpare no coſts to 
&* carry on the war, and drive us out of Com. 
e menda; and fot 7 end the general, with z 
large ſum of money, hath corrupted the Braffo 
* f Fanteen, and Captain of whom: to aſſiſ 
bs Litke. Tage, to 5 we had lately given fe 
6e yeral daſhes, to encourage them to be true tor 
* the Engliſh, for which they had taken fetiſhe 
(or oaths) to ſtop that current. We are neceſ- 
2 ſi Fred to be at confiderable expence to you! 
5 * honours, 


* N 
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« honours, to aſſiſt the C aptain of Abra, Kings 
| Of Agguaffo, Fetue and Saboo, who with us 


| « are Jointly reſolved to depoſe the Braffo of 


d of Fanteen, and Captain of Quaman, and make 
| « the Captain of Abra, Braffo in his ſtead, which, 
| « with the Danchaes affiſtance (who ſide with the 
King of Aguaffo, &c. and are coming down to 
0 diſpute- their differences with the Arkames) 
4 doubt not but ſhall fruſtrate all the Dutch de- 
„ ſigns, and in a little time to have the way 
W ſo 0 pened, as to have a conſiderable trade. 
We * your honours will confider, and uſe. 


may be fruſtrated, otherwiſe it will prove very 
| « expenſive to keep your honours intereſt at 
| « Commenda, or any where-elſe; for if they 
« ſhould ever get the better there, they would 
| « endeavour the deſtruction of all your honours 
on factories on the coaſt. 5 


From Mr. William Coop; Ante Cape-Coaſt- 
Caſte, 18 Dec. 1697. | 


. * E have the welcome news of peace 
n. « by two Dutch interlopers, which, if 
ye © true, I hays may be a means to promote your 
to I © honours intereſt in the management of this 
m. © trade; which I think is very unjuſt, that others 
\ ſhould be ſuffered to reap the benefit of thoſe 
* great expenees your honours are daily at to 
maintain it againſt our unchriſtian neighbours, 
* who would gladly ſpend all they have here, to 
root out your honours poſſeſſion on this coaſt. oF 


| & ſuch meafures at home, that theſe their deſigns 
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Fr rom * — Nicholas 1 William 
. Cooper and John Brown, _ nn ol. 
k 28 EN I ooh, 


III. TE have at laſt nd, your honour 
1 * poſſeſſion at Succundee. Doubt 
60 not, with the affiſtance of the Adoones, to keep it 
« againſt all the wiles of our malicious neighbour, 
<* who, are ſure, will make what oppoſition they 
„ can. We have ſent Mr. Gabb thither, who 
* hitherto we have found very careful in his em- 
<« ploy, and believe in this will uſe his utmof 
« endeavours.” 


From Meſſieurs Nicholas Buckerid ge, William 
Cooper and John Brown, 1 0 0 W588 aſt. 
AE: 26 June 1698. | 


Iv. op HIS brings your honours the {a 

news of our white men's being 
8 off from your ancient poſſeſſion of Suc: 
% cundee, which we deſigned to have re-ſettled, 
ce as by our laſt advices ; it happening upon the 
« 3i{t of June laſt, and was done and carried on 
« by Dutch Blacks, privately ſent from the Mina, 
<- ſome in their own ſhips and canoes, and the reſt 
„by land. We having, before-hand, ſecret in. 
< . from ſeveral, of their pernicious in- 


0 


? "ap 


.< rentions, ſent to adviſe the general thereof, by 
ours of the 29th, of May laſt, who owned to 


« have ſent them, as by his of the gth inſt. N. S 


„but covered their delign. They went unde 
© pretence of going to demand a debt, as he had 
_ them for; but from what they did when 


TY 


ce there, is evident he gave them no ſuch com. 


0 miſſion the which, had he ſo pleaſed, he uy 
dee e 
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4 have countermanded, but would not, we having 
| « timely fore warned him, before any miſchief was 

« done, to prevent it, and not ſuffer, nor ſend 
| « his Blacks to moleſt our ſettlement, and to cut 
| © off the lives of our white men, in ſervice of your 


« honours there.” F 


Part of a letter from Meſſieurs Buckeridge, Cooper 
and Brown, dated Cape-Coaſt-Caſtle, 29 May 
1698, to Mr. John Van Sevenhuyſen, General 

c e 
v. W E were in hopes, by our late con- 
n tract, we ſhould have lived in 
« amity, which truly is our deſire; but we per- 


„ ceive your mind is otherways bent, elſe you 
«* would not ſend your people from the Mina by 
„land, or your ſhips by fea, to take our fort at 

al WW © Succundee, for what reaſon we know not; we 

g“ are ſure by no provocation from us, or the peo- 

ple that are our friends. We do not defire to 

1 * moleſt your fort, and you muſt expect, if our 

he 


people be cut off, their lives will be required at 
„your hands. WOT? 3 SUL I 

n Our ſloop, by diſtreſs of weather, at Suc- 
ell W © cundee-Road, loſing both anchors, the maſter 
in. “ ſent on board your ſhip, deſiring the lend of 
in. one, but the meſſengers were anſwered by your 
by WW © mate, It is true we have enough, but do you 
dog“ think we will ſpare any to you; do you not ſee 


bad“ We muſt then periſh.” To which your mate 
hen“ lightly replied, © Why then periſh, and the 
om Lord have mercy upon your ſouls.” 


aye 1 


* we are ſent to take your fort, and can you ex- 
der < — our help?“ To which our men anſwered, 


From 
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1 _ Meine 8 a and Brown 
to Mr, John Van Sevenhuyſen, OT 12 
N 7 June 2696. 1 2021 


VI. -OUR's of. the wth 3 N. 8. hn | 6 
6 received, wherein you ſeem to be dif. W« 
ſted at the precaution we gave you of the Wi * 
. , Wifchief we nat only ſuſpected, but was in. WM « 
„ formed of, by your own people, was intended MM « 
«, againſt; ours at Suecundee. We wiſh there had 
<« been as little truth in it as you pretend, but ve 
<« find to the contrary, our white men being mur. W« 
<, dered, + and. other black fervants ; our flare . 
ﬀf ſeized, houſes burned, the Royal African Com-. 
« pany's lawful poſſeſſions wreſted by force and . 
2 violence from us; and not only hy but th . 
* furyymg men ſtript and miſerably abuſed hy 
4. them. You acknowledged to have ſent then “ 
55, wihh:afhand pretence of receiving debts ; we ar W* c 
+. not; ſenſible of any debt due from our company W'* : 
ce to yWur's, if we were, you might aſſure yourſelf . x 
of ſatisfaction. upon demand, and not put you ﬀ 2 
5 to the trouble and charge of levying an army. W* © 
The occaſion now of troubling you is, to kn y 
* whether you. will acknowledge thefe things toM* h 
have been done by your order; if ſo, we hall ſt 
leave it te your betters: but hoping to find it W* n 


other wiſe, and that you deliver up thoſe blood i p 
te villains the authors, to receive the puniſhment W* th 
+ ſuitable tu the deſerts of murder, &c. which n th 
8 raden you cannot deny: although you might, WW ſp 


ſlight evaſions, ſeek excuſes, you cannot 
of reaſonably chink but chat other farixfaction wil 
* be i 


cc. Yo 


« You are pleaſed to ſay you ſent your ſhip to 

« look after mterlopers, which we admire you 
« ſhould pretend, when the whole country knows 
4 of the contrary, ſhe being never deſigned far- 
| « ther than Butteroe and Succundee, at. which 
places you well knew ſhe was not likely to meet 

« with any. Had you been wholly clear of this 

« action, your Copeman durſt not have ſuffered 
the phanderer to have been brought into his 

0 fort, as Was done, before all our white men's 

« faces, and ſo barbarouſly to abuſe them, and fo 

« inhumanly to turn them abroad almoſt naked, 
(aud with the captain to ridicule their misfor- 
WW tunes. Our guns cannot be carried off by the 
„Blacks; and many other things are there loſt, 

« winch. we expect you. to enquire after, being 
« atbed by perſons commiſſionated by you. 
We return you thanks for your generous 

« proffer' of aſſiſting us in the recovery of any 

debts that ſhould be due to our comp 
any perſons under your protection; there 

« are ſeveral now at the Mina, who were chief 


actors in this action, conſiderably indebted to 
. our company, the which we long ſince adviſed 


« you of. We ſhall not further inlarge at preſent, 
* hoping, as you have always proteſt yourſelf a 


nations, you will now ſhew 1t by an exemplary 
piece of juſtice, in delivering up the actors of 
* this bloody tragedy, as well for their debts as 
ung this their other villainy; which, with due re- 
,“ ſpects, is all at preſent from, &c.“ 
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6 From Ditto's to Ditto. 
SIR, Cape. Coaſt-Caſtle, 16 July 16g, | 
VII ©" LT HE N- our white men, who wer 
Y2T OY _ wounded at Succundee, are rec 
« vyered, we ſhall take their 3 concerning 
'« what we wrote you in our laſt, and give the nee. 
ful anfwer to your's. This, in the mean while 
« ſerves to inform, we are adviſed by our chie 
« at Winnebah, that one of our company's ſlave, 
named Coffee, travelling upon the road toward 
<« Mumford, to buy corn, was ſet upon between 
that and your factory at Apom, by one of you 
black ſervants, and two of your company! 
«'flaves there, who killed him, with more tha 
* 25 ſtabs in his body, cutting his neck round t 
the bone. Our ſaid factor ſent to your's a 
Apom, to demand ſatisfaction for the murde; 
„ which'is denied, and is the reaſon we add 
„ ourſelves to you, that if you do not approve 
<' what they committed, you will now ſhew it h 
4 an exemplary juſtice done upon the murderer, 
which, with our joint reſpects, is what offers a 
+ preſent from, &c.” 


From Meſſieurs Nicholas Buckeridge, Howie 
PFreeman, and Samuel Wallis, dated at Cape 


Coaſt-Caſtle, 5 March 1699 . 
"TI \ \ JE ſhall obſerve your orders relatin 
os to Dutch interlopers, and 10 
« permit any into this Road; but we cannot 
with ſafety to your honours intereſt, ſuffer 
« Dutch company's ſhips to come in or lie her 
« under the notion of «ntercepting them, for 


« that means we ſhould never be clear of 1 
” cc If 
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« ſhipping, and thoſe: loaded with goods, to rob, 

« us of our trade. The Dutch Weſt-India Com- 

« pany may make your honours abundance of 
ſpecious pretences of amity and friendly cor- 
W- ceſpondence, in point of ſettling the commerce 
and other affairs of this country, but we are 
f ſatisfied it is impoſſible for them, or their agents 
« here, to keep any contract of that kind invio- 
WH lable, eſpecially when the leaſt proſpect of ad- 
« yantage appears on their fide; as your honours 
may be ſatisfied by a copy of Mr. Gerrard Gore's 
6 letter incloſed, wherein you will perceive their 
« ſole endeavours are, as opportunity preſents, - 
to ſupplant and undermine your honours inte- 
« reſt and trade on the coaſt, as much as ever 
they did the Eaſt-India Company's at Amboyna, 
„and (if it were in their power) by the like bar- 
* barous methods.” | 


opy of Gerrard Gore's letter to the chief mer- 
chants at Cape-Coaſt-Caſtle, dated Commenda 
the 8th Feb. 1699-1700. 5 


„ Worthy Sirs, | 
* 5 HIS comes acquainting your wor- 
* ſhips, that the Cuffera traders (which 
in my laſt, of the 29th of Jan. I adviſed your 
' worſhips of) who bought ſome goods here, and 
came to treat here of other goods, and of an 
open way to bring traders here, who were 
friends to Little Taggee, named Hooke-come, 
* who are aſſiſtants to Little Taggee in this fight, 
going then a new way up into their country, 
with two or three of John Cabeſs's men, and 
my canoe, and going up the river that is on 
this fide Shumah, they were all panyared (or 
ized) by a Doom-Cabaſhire named Occrew, 
Fe | | | „„ ho 
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« who lives go going up p that river; and ke faid d 
he was ordered to do the ſame by the Du, . 
4 and to ſeize all Engliſh goods from all trade 
why = Wat had bought hom heres and alfo further u 
anyar (or ſeize) all people and all things thy RX! 
<« belongs to, or comes from John Cabeſs. Thel 
men and goods have been panyared theſe eigh 
days, but never heard thereof before this mom 
5 ing, which 1 thought fit to acquaint your wr. 
"— ſhips of, having fent this by one of John (i 
* hels's men, and the canoe that brought i, 
news, to inform your worſhips of the particu" 
„ lars more at large, is the needful at Preſen * 
as from, oC” at 


From Meffieurs Howſley lets, Tho. Peck 
and William Hicks, dated Ser- Goat: C AI 
9 F eb. 1701-2. 


x. * 7 the receipt of your's, having 00 

tice of ſome villainies committed by 
Barter, being up in the country, ſent for hin 
« down; but he, being conſcious of our hayms 
66 knowledge of- his actions, flew up into th 
country. We doubt his under-hand dealing 
with the Dutch, who take his part althouyl 
„Mr. Peck went to the Mina to conſult chen 


* wall put us to forne | inconveniences.“ Fre 

F rom Mr. Thomas Coop er (chaplain) Sd Cap 
1 Coat Calle, 19 Sept. 1701. XĨ 
XI. ” HERE is war between us and H. 
Blacks of Annamaboe, and all thing} J 
gare in diforder and confuſion z and likewiſe i © 
© reported that the Dutch (contrary to the art. þ 
agreed I upon) aſſiſt the DRESS with 208 an 00 


e 
uns.“ 
S Fro 
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From | Mr. - William Coles, dated Acera, 24 April 
1702. 
N the ad of March 1701-2, I arrived 
at C ape-Coaſt-C aftle in-good health, 
« which, I bleſs God, continues. By reaſon of 
my ſhort ſtay there, cannot inform your honours 
« farther, than that they were full of Palavers, 
6 * the town's people often diſturbed by the F etheſe 
into the town. Barter was then with the 


6 15 at Commenda, where he has ſince ſlaved 
40 of a brigantine, Capt. Corbin, commander.“ 


. 


(e 


Fomditeo Coles, dated Winnebah, 14 Sept. 1702. 


wh 6; N the death of the King of Quam- 

boe, the King of Ackim has made 
var, in u nch if he proves ſucceſsful, will make 
« ell for Accra and Alampoe. Concerning the 
latter, I think it would be much to your ho- 
* nours intereſt to give ſome ſpeedy and neceſſary 
orders for finiſhing that fort. Capt. James has 
already, by the inſtigation of he Danes and 
* Dutch, fallen from his promiſe in aſſiſting the 
y people 1 in that work. 7 


From Zorobabel Swincfield to James Gray, Eſq; 
dated C ner Cattle, 15 May 1703. 


vv. 6. OW much the Dutch are your r1- 
« . vals in trade, your honour is a 

* judge ; but it cannot be expected ours ſhould 
> encreaſe, whulſt they give Barter a protection, 
7 under cheir caſtle, to {op any from coming in 
here. I cannot tell what courſe the gentlemen 
4 elign- to take for the future to prevent ſuch 
„ incon- 


El 
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< inconveniences, but certainly, at preent we ſuffe 
much bl his vilany.” 29810 | 


Fr rom n Sir Dalby Thomas, dated Cape-C oalt-Caſtl 
| 23 March 1703. 


XV. Of the 22d 18 10 I received a letie 
from Mr. John Snow, your honour 
4 chief at your fort of Winebah, dated 2oth of 
< the ſaid month, by which he gave me an ac. 
count, that the Dutch were coming to ſettle a 
2 Mw — or Barracoe- Point, in the country of An. 
“ guina, near your fort of Winebah. _ 
The Dutch have a fort at a place called 
< Apong, within three leagues on this ſide (o, 
<« as they call it, to windward) of Winebah, and 
< Samja, or Barracoe-Point, within three leagua i 
< on the other ſide (or to leeward) of Winebah; Ml 
„ ſo that, by this deſign, your honours fort wa 
« to be hemmed in, and you defeated of you 
| trade, this laſt place being the only road {kt 
for your traders to come to your fort at Wine 
* bah, being a paſs that all people muſt com 
- through who deſign for Winebah; and th 
« Dutch have never failed (as I have been i 
* * formed) by money or force, where they hav 
* power, to hinder the traders from coming t0 
* yourforts, which made me the more concerned 
00 - = well knowing that your goods would gal 
all the traders, being better goods than thei 


and more defirable by the natives.“ AVI 

Ditto. rei 

E. (the Dutch general) alſo denied the del D. 

ö * =: ry of Prince, alias Auricoo of Sami an 
« alas 8 Who was (when demanded us 

Dr. cd) in the caſtle of the Mina, "00 80 


Vo 


16 0 
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k of yours, and a native of the kingdom of An- 
« guina; one of thoſe that put the general upon 
« ſettling at Sanja, near your honours fort at 


te Winebah.“ 1 4 7 


FO Sir Dalby thomas, dated at Cape. oaſt- 
Caſtle, 9 April 1704. 


XVI. - T fart you will prevent the 3 


from driving you out of this country, 
4 as E degrees they will, at all times, when they 
« can endeavour it. I ſhall not, without your 


« order, make uſe of the Preſent power I have to 


6 * diſturb them,” 


| 

11 Ditto. 

1 | HE Dutch general gave him (Mr. Peck) 
i his liſt in every ching, and became, con- 
trary to his promiſe to me, his great amico. He 
an would never come to Cape-Coaſt ; wooded and 


0 Shumah. ry 


This is mentioned, 5 the Dutch general 
new Peck to be a late unfaithful ſervant of the 
ompany's. 


From Sir Dalby Thomas, dated Cape- Coaſt- Caſtle, 
29 Oct. 1704. 


VI. © / Doubt not but, in a little time, to 


cc 


Dutch uſed all their ſtratagems to prevent it, 
180 offered great ſums to bring the people upon 


Sanii 


d 
ent ny 


« 0 


* watered, by the Dutch general's direction, at 


make Succundee anfwer, which is 
' reſettled with very little charge, though the 
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but they have been tired with their (Dutch) 
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From ditto, dated 4 Jan. 1704. 


XVIII. Y the paſt, as well as preſent dat | 
behaviour of the Dutch here, it l 
17 a 4 that they will never keep any con. 
tract or agreement they make; for their treach. 
e erous ways of dealings having got them ſo may 
M 8 it cannot be hoped t to have any ſin 
<« cerity from them. 
They have the advantage of all other nations; 
& their miniſters of ftate, and all other their lay. 
makers, being merchants, and moſt general 
&« intereſted in their trading companies, thol if « 
* companies never want proper laws nor encou- if « 
«* ragement, and the governors and generals « 
“ their ſocieties in foreign parts never want te 
States protection, act "they but wiſely, be ny KK 
* never ſo treacherouſly.” | 6 


Ta - 6 


HE Braffo of Fanteen, who is the heal © 

” man of all that country where Cormantin]M « | 

is, ſent me word that the Dutch general ha 
«© been down at Cormantine, to ſtir the peoplt 

* againſt us, and that, with his and the King « 

« Saboo's inſtigation, they had brought many on 


798 to unite againſt us.” * 
(c f 

From Sir Dalby Thomas, dated C ape-Coaſt- Cat EY 
30 May 1705. = 

| | | (c v 
XIX. IME Dutch General has alſo ſet u“ a 
8 a Cabaſheer at the Mina, to be Det. 

« of Fetue, to oppoſe the Queen and the Dq“ o 


that are with us, to hearten the people that 
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a at Fetue not to return to their duty, and to 


| « encourage them to hold out againſt your ho- 
6“ nours intereſt, & | | 


From Mr. Charles Hayes, dated Cape-C oaſt-Caſtle, 
29 Aug. 170 5. 


XX. 92 1. was the preſent management of the 
Dutch that ſet me upon the enquiry; 
I 4 Las ſeen ſo much of their undermining tem- 
per and diſhonourable proceedings on this 
8 1 that I was willing to be informed what 
part they acted in former days: by all that I 
« can learn, they are, in all times, unchangeable 
« and the ſame. 
| © By their bribery and treachery your trade has 
« been ſtopt, goods ſeized, traders impriſoned, 
your forts taken and deſtroyed, and ſeveral of 
your ſervants loſt their lives, openly defending 
« the honour and intereſt of their maſters and 
country againſt the bloody emiſſaries of the 
« Dutch; and the villains who have been moſt 
« deeply concerned in fuch actions, they have 
« ever afterwards encouraged and protected: 
* they have ſpared neither coſt nor charges to 
* interrupt and oppoſe your lawful ſettlements, 
“and to embroil thoſe countries in war who dared 
to eſpouſe your intereſt; they have ſeized your 
* goods and canoes by ſea, and from their forts 
“fired great ſhot at yours, when they have had 
* the colours of Great-Britain flying on them 
they have, in hoſtile manner, fired at your ſer- 
* yants, both Whites and Blacks, when employed 
about your buſineſs, at the peril of their lives; 
they have uſurped to themſelves the ſovereignty 
* of the ſeas, guarding and inſulting your roads, 
* taking ſhips of cur allies out of tome, and in 
| P 2 | e the 
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<« the very mouth of others, contrary to known 


<« privileges, eſteemed moſt ſacred by all nations, 
* and in defiance to the crown and dignity of 


* England, to which of right they belong, and 
* who, on all other occaſions, has ever appeared 


* ſingularly jealous of her honour and preroga. 
<« tives at ſea. In a word, they have neither va. 
< lued alliances nor the moſt ſacred laws of nature 
and nations, when they have had a point to 
* gain on this coaſt, juſtifying themſelves by 2 
„ pretended right to moſt places on the coaſt 
Which they as - confidently aſſert as if they had 
% had immemorable preſcription, and the univer. 
<« ſal conſent of nations and the natives on their 
* fide, none of which can they, in the leaſt, pre. 
tend to juſtly. Now, when you have ſuffered 
as much as has been poſſible for them, by bar. 
barity and treachery, to accompliſh, muſt the 


CC 
£6 


40 


memory of ſuch actions fink into forgetfulneſs! 


(e 


That is the way to encourage them to go on in 
* their affronts and abuſes! It is, in my humble 
« opinion, high time to look out, and give warn. 
ing, and, by a fair and impartial repreſentation 
of their management, for a ſeries of many year, 
to make the nation ſenſible what ſort of people 
* they have to deal with, and to ſee whether ther 
actions do not correſpond with that memorabl 
% ſaying, * That the Dutch are England's eternal 
* enemies 1n trade, both by intereſt and inclins 
* Kion.? 
And poſſibly it may then appear reaſonabt 
* to ſeek for that juſt ſatisfaction which the 
« wounded honour and intereſt of England, and 
* the blood of her innocent ſubjects, and you 
« ſervants, loudly call for, or at leaſt to take 
“ ſuch meaſures as may diſappoint them hereafter; 
« tor, unleſs the ſupreme powers cf the nation 
1775 e « eſpoult 


3 
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« eſponſe this cauſe, the intereſt of England in 
foreign parts mult ſink, wherever the treacherous 
« Dutch can have footing ; and it is certain that 
« forts and caſtles are not only neceſſary, for ſe- 
« curing your trade with the natives, but that the 
« publick authority muſt encourage means to get 
immediate open ſatisfaction, either here or at 
© home, on ſuch a people, when gentler means 


| & become ineffeCtual.” 


From Sir Dalby Thomas, dated Cape-Coaſt-Caſtle, 
W 


R ny is the proteſt againſt the Dutch 


1 Company, for your loſs in the Phoenix 
« ſloop, and the men's certificates of the Dutch- 
„man's managing of them. If your honours 


cannot have redreſs in theſe things, you muſt 
leave off trading in ſmall veſſels, for they take 


« a pride in hunting your ſmall veſſels about, and 
* commanding your ſhip-maſters on board, to 
e ſhew the natives on ſhore, and their own Blacks 
* on board, how they can inſult over us. I be- 
* lieve it is worth your honours while to know by 
* what authority they command your captains out 
* of your ſhips ; for, if poſſible, it ſhould not be, 

A | 


From Sir Dalby Thomas, dated Cape-Coaft-Caflle, 
. Nov. 1, 1705. 


XXI. R. Nuyts recommends a good 
7 friendſhip, &c. and keeping the 

* natives in order, and immediately breaks 
* through it, and entertains John Cabeſs, who 
| P 3 - Was 


* The original i dated Blank, Sept. 1705. 
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<. was A villainous ſervant to your honours, and 
* owes money (though, by the pawns, I believe 
your honours will be no loſers ; but they and 
John think otherways.) I think this doing is 2 
mighty change from his letter, breaking al 
* friendſhip, and encouraging the villainous tem. 
< per of the natives, inſtead of keeping them in 
« order. Your honours may ſee a Dutchman' 
* temper; this John Cabeſs having cut off the 
heads of about half a dozen Dutchmen, and yet 
a bulſe of gold has attoned for the puniſhment 
* due to him, which the late general has often 
e threatened him with. 

* am allo informed by Mr. Harris, your chief 
e at Succundee, that the Dutch Copeman ha 
© panyared (or ſecured) the Cabaſheers there, and 
« made them take fetiſhes that they would no ! 
* come near the caſtle, nor do us any ſervice; 
and they forbear,” "wk 


* 
4 _ —_—_ —_ 1 *. 1 


From Sir Dalby Thomas, dated 10 Feb. 1705-6. i © 


XXII. J Went for Dickies-cove, and when! 
60 arrived there, the Cabaſheers of MW « 

« Dickies-cove told me, that the day before the 
e Dutch had delivered out arms, powder and am- 
“ munition to all the people of Butteroe, Pam. 
wo panes and all other places thereabouts, and 
<« had given them orders to deſtroy all the people 
„of Taccarado, and murther the white men; «© 
« particularly, if they catch me alive, to cut of 
my head, and fend it to Mr. Nuyts, Copeman 
„ of Mina. I aſked them how they could tell 
<« thoſe particulars ? They ſaid, they had friend: 
* and relations among them, who had ſent them 
&* word of it; and the next day after my arrival 
they told me they had deſtroyed and burnt 1 
| | (e the 
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« town of Taccarado, killed one, and wounded 
* four.“ | Fas: th, 

Ditto, 

« TF your honours do not take it to be your 
« 1 intereſt to check the Dutch in all their 
« doings, you will quickly find them to root you 
« out in moſt places. They do not deny their 
« giving the natives money, powder, ammuni- 
« tion, &c. for deſtroying the people of Tacca- 
% rado, and your people there. They ſay they 
% may give out what they pleaſe to the natives, 
« without breach of peace. = 


From Ditto, dated 6 March 1705-6. 
XXIII. 


cc 


R. Crabb goes for England by 
1 the Broughton, he being ſo deaf, 
| © and having ſuch a noiſe in his head, as he ſays, 
« he is not fit for your buſineſs : he will acquaint 
« your honours of the Dutch uſing us at Tacca- 
„ rado, They have lately cut down and deſtroyed 
« a lime-houſe we built, to preſerve your lime in 
the time of rain; and they make a jeſt of us to 
« the natives, that we have not time to build, we 
follow nothing but punch, but that they will 
build a fort at Taccarado: but whether the 
* natives will permit or no, I cannot tell. They 
are impudent enough, not only to expoſe us by 
et talking, &c. but by their actions by ſea and 
“land. At ſea their cruizers will chace and fire 
ſhot at your coaſters, and all other your ſmall 
veſſels, though known by them, to bring us 
to, for them to ſhew the Blacks and their 
people how they command us, Captain Green 
can inform your honours how he had two ſhot 
fired at him; and until your honours think 
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& convenient to prevent it, by giving directions 
* to your people to deal with them as they deal 
« by you; or that the Dutch company make re- 


„ moval of their chiefs for doing theſe things 


and pay you and your people for all the . 


* mages they receive in body and eſtates; for till 


** then theſe things will be 7 doing. ag 


Fr rom Sir Dalby Thomas, dated 26 March 1706. 


XXIV. TW Dutch ſtill go on in giving us 


all the affronts they can: they 
have WT our goods that were carrying 
from Commenda by traders, and they ſay they 
will do it till they give our notes out. I do not 
know that your honours are to trade under 
& them, or by their leave. When our affairs are 
« a little better ſettled, I believe 1 ſhall venture to 


make them an example for it.“ 


ce 


F rom Mr. William Hicks, dated C ape Coal. 
ara 5 Feb. 1706-7. 


XXV. Bout negociating a peace with the 

* King of Saboo, Sir Dalby Tho- 
c“ mas ſent him word (it being late) that I ſhould 
“ wait on him the next morning upon which he 


« returns to Morea, a Dutch fort, where he was 


* entertained by the chief, who told him that 1 
* was only an inſtrument, let on by Sir Dalby, to 

betray him; and notwithſtanding all the fair 
promiſes I gave him, it was not in my power to 
perform one tittle: for, to aggravate this mat- 
F< ter the more, he aired the King, if the general 
“ pleaſed, he could put me in 1rons too. Thus, 


cc 


i firs, with t. eſe terrifying arguments of the 


bf Dutch, 


the Ar RICOAX TRA DE. 217 


« Dutch, was my ſecond attempt of ſettling a 
« peace with theſe weinen Nang overſet.” 


From Mr, Seth Groſvenor, at Wirinebak: without 
275 en to be Feb. 1 706-7. 


Received per Broughton, 19 May 1707. 


XVI. cc CT been adviſed, that this country 
of Anguina was formerly entirely 
« for your honours Sorel as by the contract 
« hetwixt you and the Queen of this country; 
« but the Dutch, like treacherous undermining 
« people, have encroached, ſo as to make a ſet- 
« tlement at a place called Barracoe, where they 
have erected a ſmall triangular fort of 12 guns. 
« I find them very troubleſome neighbours, 
* always incenſing the natives againſt us, to in- 
 terrupt us in our trade. The Dutch chief at 
* Barracoe lately panyared ſeveral of your ho- 
* nours goods from traders, which they had 
bought here of me, telling them he ſhould al- 
ways continue to do fo, if they came to the 
Engliſh to buy goods. 
ne il © F ſent a meſſenger to demand the POO and 
o- WW to know the reaſon why he panyared them; 
1d WM but he denied the delivery of them, and told 
he the meſſenger, it was becauſe they came here 
Vas to buy them. 
III have ſince had a meeting with the ſaid 
to Dutch chief, and made him deliver the goods 
air again to me, which he panyared from the tra- 
0 ders: he allo pre miſed never to panyar any 
at- more of your honours goods, ſince which he is 
ral very civil.“ 
us, 
he | | . 
a From 


FW 
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F rom Sir Dalby Thomas, * Cape. Coaſt. Calle 
138. 1706-7. 


XXVII. 1 HE Dutch are falſe and treache. 

2 rous, and ever will be under. 

« * hand dealers, and deſtroyers of your trade and 

people, by all the ways and means they can in- 

5 fang They lately took a Portugueze from un. 

« der your fort at Succundee, that Came in for 

e protection, and their cruizer fired ſeveral ſh 

at our fort on purpoſe z and ſince then they ha 
5 fired at another, in your road at Winneb.}.” 


Fro rom Sir Dalby Thomas, dated at Cape-Coalt. 
. 25 April 1707. 


XXVIII. © Proteſt being ſent to me from 
1 the Mina, to hinder us from 
<A having oyſter-ſhells at Taccarado, near Suc- 
« cundee ; and the Copeman of the Mina, why 
* brought it, telling me, that that night his g 
« neral or he was to go up to Taccarado, — 
«* the people there; and the neighbouring Cab. 
<« ſheers having taken fetiſhes to be true to uz 
“ and to ſtand by one another, and that we ſhoul 
4 have oyſter-ſhells there; and your chief of Suc 
“ cundee having informed me, that your peopk 
« were in great fear of the Dutch, and that, if * 
did not now ſtand by them, they ſhould be ut 
* done; and, in conſideration of that, and ti 
* uſual braggs of the Dutch, that we never {too 
< by any black man, and ſuffered them always 
fall into their hands, to be puniſhed for the 
« rebelling againſt them (as they term it) we hay 
wh thought it neceſſary, for your honours inter 
*" 20 mußte a ſtand chere againſt the Dutch; ? 


6C « the 
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« therefore, as ſoon as the Dutchmen were gone, 
« we ordered Captain Taylor to get himſelf ; um- 
« mediately in a readineſs for failing for Succun- 
« dee, and we ſhipped that night on board him 
« about 100 of your black ſoldiers,” 


Ditto. 

HE Dutch had two ſhips at Taccarado 
« 1 before us, ſo that they made three and 
« we but one, and they nad at leaſt three times 
« the number of 3lacks we had; yet we made 
4 ſuch a ſtand that they did not dare to affront 
« us; and we brought the Antee people to the 
terms we deſired, and in every thing elſe had 
the honour of the day.” T 


« © the 22d inſtant I had advice from Mr. 
6 Pearſon, your chief at Commenda, and 
from John Cabeſs, that the Dutch was drawing 
„the Shumah and Yabbah people, to windward 
* of Commenda, together, and the Mina people, 
and what other he could get together, to attack 
John in his croome, and that your chief wanted 
nothing but corn, and a better gunner, in caſe 
* they ſhould be blocked up or attacked; upon 
* which we immediately diſpatched Mr. Hicks up 
* (Mr. Pearſon being weak, and not well in 
* health) with your gunner, and corn in your 
* Pindar's long-boat, and a five-hand canoe, all 
in arms, and the boat wit'i two patteraroes, 
* leſt the Dutch ſhould pretend to ſtop them as 
* they paſs by the Mina, as they have endea- 
* youred to do ſeveral of your canoes, and parti- 
* larly one of your large canoes, which I ſent 

. - ard 
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te armed from Succundee for advice and neceſſy. 
&* ries for us from Cape-Coaſt-Caſtle. From the 
% Mina-Caſtle they fired three great ſhot, and 
* from a ſhip in the Mina-Road they fired four 
«© more, and ſent ſeveral ſmall canoes armed after 
<« her; but they, finding that ſhe was armed too 


* and your people reſolute, they left her.” 
e e 1 


4 IN two or three a I ſhall be able to ſee what 

1 will be the effects of the grand council 
* which they have called at the Mina, whether 
“ they will agree to follow the villainous deſign 
„of their general, or not; for, if he can have hi 
< will, he will, like ſome of his predeceſſors, do 
his utmoſt to deſtroy us; and we do not quel- 
< tion but that he (like his predeceſſors who have 
made theſe attempts) will fail in his villainous 
ks deſign.” | | E 


From Sir Dalby Thomas, dated Cape-Coaſt-Caſth 
x 15 Jan. 1707-8. 


XXIX. TP Accarado is a place of no manner 

„ of trade, and has been tried by 
e all nations trading thither; yet the preſent 
„Dutch general, to ſhew his mortal hatred to us 
„has built a fort of ſeven or eight guns there, 
and ſettled a Copeman in it, with all other at- 
* tendances, as in other places, for no other end 
e OR urpoſe than to hinder us from getting oylter- 
Cc ſhe 3 | | ps | 


From 
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. Y a Portugueze ſhip that came 
ce from Liſbon, I was informed that 
« the King of Portugal had offered to the King 
« of Pruſſia 40,000 J. for his fort at Cape Tres- 
« points, and the two other ſettlements belonging 
« to it. I think it a great deal of money to be 
given for any ſituation on this coaſt ; and I am 
«apt to believe, if it is ever bought by the Por- 
« tugueze, the Dutch will take it from them, for 
they fear no conſequerices, can they but gain 
« their point by all the deceitful ways poſſible.” 


From Ditto, 29 July 1708, 


XXXI. © 1 Dutch on the River Butteroe, 
* where they have a ſmall fort, 

* near your Dickies-Cove, are (as I am informed) 

* laying out ground for ſugar and rum-works, 

* and the general has ſent a ſhip to Whidah to 

* bring up 200 flaves; and they ſay, that by 

their next ſhipping they expect materials for 

carrying on a ſugar- plantation, and ſugar- 


O 
* works, &c.“ 


The contents of the aforeſaid 31 articles are 
as I humbly apprehend) ſuch manifeſt and ſelf- 
evident proofs of the Dutch Weſt-India Company's 
unalterable deſigns of ſupplanting the Britiſh in- 
tereſt on the coaſt of Guinea, as much as they 
can, through the ſides of the Royal African Com- 
pany, that there ſeems to be no great occaſion, at 
preſent, for any farther commentary on this chap- 
ter; and therefore I will proceed to the next point 
ropoſed. 


MM 2 CHEAP, 


mg IK 
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A farther and more particular account of ty 
ſituation, ſtate and condition of the Royal 
African Company's forts, factories and ſet. 
 tlements on the coaft of Africa, and of ſeveral 
remarkable diſaſters which have happened 1 
the ſeparate traders on the coaſts of Calabar, 
Angola, and other parts, where the Compan 
have no forts, &c. 


| firſt part of theſe Reflections, and particu- 
"7 larly in the zd and 4th chapters thereof, Bi 0! 

any indifferent perſon may readily be convinced of Wi t' 
not only the neceſſity of having forts and ſettle. th 
ments, for the ſecurity and improvement of the hh n 
trade to Africa, but likewiſe of the uſefulneis and T 
moderate eſtimation therein mentioned, of the G1 
which are now in the Company's poſſeſſion. Ieh 
ſince ſome of the ſeparate traders ſeem ſtill reſolyeli i N 
to impoſe (as far as they can) their own van 
dreams and ſuggeſtions upon the nation, at a 
rate, and have been at abundance of pains 9 
make theſe forts paſs for no other than ſome fey 
inſignificant thatched houſes, I ſhall (I am {ur 
upon much better grounds, and I hope with bets 
ſucceſs too) endeavour to maintain the contradic 
tory part of that argument, to the conviction 0 
more competent and leſs biaſſed judges than tit 
- ſeparate traders can, from their paſt conduct an 
manner of reaſoning, be well ſuppoſed to be. 

1 ſhall begin then with the Gold-Coaſt, as being 
that part of the whole coaſt of Africa to wii 


F ROM what has been already ſaid, in te p 


tl 
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che gener ality of all European traders do ſteer 
their courſe, and, for the moſt part, confine their 
trade. 2 — y 


I. Drextes-Cove is a large ſquare fort, ſituated 
| near the ſea-ſide, having a Brandenburgh fort 
within two miles to the weſtward, and a Dutch 
fort within three miles to the eaſtward of it: it is 
built with ſtone and lime, has two round flankers, 
and two ſquare baſtions, with 12 guns mounted in 
very good order, and a ſuitable tank. There are 
in it commonly 16 white men, and about 14 Gro- 
mettoes, who are as good for defence and ſervice 
| as ſo many white men, and always in the Com- 
AF". ER a 
II. SUccunDEE is a four-ſquare fort, ſituated 
on a hill, about 50 paces from the ſea-fide, be- 
tween two Dutch forts, the one to the weſtward, 
the other to the eaſtward of it; is built with brick 
and lime, has its guns mounted, and a tank alſo. 
There are commonly in it 15 white men and 20 
Gromettoes, Rs 0 
III. CommenDa is a large four-ſquare fort, 
with three large ſquare flankers and one round; 
and within this fort is a large four-ſquare tower, 
all built with ſtone and lime. It is ſituated on a 
lerel ground, about 30 paces from the ſea- ſide, 
between two Dutch forts, the one to the weſtward 
and the other about half a mile to the eaſtward of 
It, It has 24 good guns mounted, and is uſually 
guarded with about 20 white men and 30 Gromet- 
toes, and has a tank likewiſe. 5 
IV. Cart-CoasT-CasTLE is a very large fort, 
mth four flankers, and a large platform that hath 
nine pieces of ordnance mounted thereon ; the 
battlements have 10 guns, and the flankers 25, 
from a minion to nine pounders ; and on a rock 
: 3 called 


: 'q 
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called Tabora, within 20 paces of the caſtle, there 


are four 12 pounders more mounted, making in 
the whole 48 guns, all in good order. It is ſituated 
by the ſea-ſide, having the chief fort belonging to 
the Dutch within nine miles to the weſtward, and 
and another Engliſh fort within a mile to the eaſt- 
ward of it. It is commonly guarded with about 
100 white men and 150 Gromettoes, and has two 
large fanks. In ſhort, this is incomparably the 
beſt of all the fortifications, of whatever nation, 
on the coaſt of Africa. | 

V. FoxT-RoyarL is a ſquare fort newly rebuilt 
of brick, and has ſeven guns mounted on the 
caftle, and 11 on the platform. It is conſtantly 
guarded with about ſix white men and 12 Gro- 
mettoes ; is ſeated on the top of a hill, within leſ 
than a mile of Cape-Coaſt-Caſtle to the eaſtward, 
and they are very aſſiſting one to the other. 
VI. Quxxn-Ann's-PoinT is a fort lately built 
of ſtone and lime, ſituated on a hill near the ſea- 
fide, within lefs than a mile of Fort-Royal to the 
weſtward, and two miles of a Dutch fort to the 
eaſtward of it; has five guns mounted, and 1 
commonly guarded with five white men and {ix 
Gromettoes. OD OE 
VII. Annisnan is a factory ſettled by the 
Royal African Company, between a Dutch for 
about three miles to the weſtward, and an Engliſh 
fort within the like ſpace to the eaſtward of i 
and is of conſiderable uſe to the latter, having 
commonly three white men and 10 Gromettoes in 
it, with ſmall arms, &c. 

VIII. ANNAMABOE is a pretty ſtrong fort, con. 
fiſting chiefly of two flankers to the ſea-ſide, built 
of ſtone, bricks and lime. It is ſituated on a rock 
about 20 yards from the water-ſide, having the 
ſaid factory of Anniſhan to the weſtward, 1 

anothef 
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another Engliſh factory within a mile to the eaſt- 
ward of it. There are 11 good guns and two 
atteraroes mounted in it, and is commonly 
guarded with about 12 white men and 18 Gromet- 
O | 

toes, and has a tank alſo. 

IX. Acca is a profitable factory-houſe, built 
of ſtone and lime, OE uſually three white men 
and 10 Gromettoes in it, with ſmall arms, &c. is 
ſituated between Annamaboe-Fort, which is about 
a mile to the eaſtward, and Cormanteen-Caſtle (a 
fort which the Dutch took from the Engliſh in 
time of the laſt Dutch war) within three miles to 
| caſtward of it. | 
X. SHIDOE is a profitable factory, ſituated near 
mid-way between a Dutch fort to the weſtward 
and an Engliſh fort to the eaſtward of it, and 
makes good returns to Cape-Coait-Caſtle. 

XI. WinNneBan is a large four-{quare fort, 
with four flankers, all built of ſtone and lime: 
there are 18 guns in it, is commonly guarded with 
about 12 white men and 28 Gromettoes, and has 
a ſuitable tank. It is ſituated about 120 paces 
trom the ſea, within three miles of Shidoe to the 


u weſtward, and 36 miles of Accra to the eaſtward. 

XII. Accra is a large four-ſquare caſtle, with 
he WF four flankers, built of ſtone and lime, has 20 
"Nt 


good guns mounted, guarded commonly with 
about 18 white men and 30 Gromettoes, and has 
a tank alſo. It is ſituated upon a rock on the 
ing g ea-fide, between Winnebah to the weſtward, and 
ug Dutch fort within half a mile to the eaſtward of 
It 
on- XIII. ALampor is a conſiderable place for buy- 
ul Wing of ſlaves: it has been poſſeſſed by the Com- 
ock pany for ſeveral years, having had a factory there, 
mth about five white men and 10 Gromettoes, 
andMwith ſmall arms, &c. They made ſome ſteps 
mal Vol. V. Q_ towards 
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towards building a fort there, but the Dutch in- 
terpoſed with the natives, and has been diſconti. 
nued for ſome time; however, I underſtand they 
are about reſettling it again, &c. It is ſituated 
near the ſea-ſide, between Accra and Whidah. _ 
XIV. Wripan is a fort about 100 yards ſquare, 
with four large flankers, all built of mud, having 
a battery with 21 good guns mounted, and a 
trench of about 20 feet deep and '18 feet wide 
round it: it is commonly guarded with about 20 
white men and 100 Gromettoes. It is ſituated 
about three miles from the water- ſide, between a ( 
Daniſh fort at Accra to the weſtward, and two e 
forts belonging to the French and Dutch, within Wi 
155 a mile each of the other, to the eaſtward of i d 
t; and about four miles from Whidah, in the at 
Lins town, the Company have a factory-houſe, MW c 
a place of very conſiderable trade. or 
All the afore-mentioned tanks are made of ſtone ¶ ci 
and lime, very ſtrong and well tarraffed : ſome off co 
them will hold between 4. and 500 tuns of water, fo. 
and the reſt proportionably, to ſerve the numbe its 
of men belonging to each fort, with water for on: 


my — 


E 

year, and very often ſerve ſhipping alſo. A. 
To each fort belong proper ſtore-houſes, with {qu 
convenient apartments for the aforeſaid white me anc 
and gromettoes, and houſes apart for ſuch flav oy 
as are bought for exportation. yet 
To theſe forts belong likewiſe ſeveral pinnaces the 
long- boats and canoes, "to attend the neceſſary o tye 
caſions of building, repairing, &c. beſides oth mei 
ſmall ſhips and veſſels frequently employed to 
ſerving the ſeveral ſettlements, by tranſportiaſ fact 


ſtores, neceſſaries, proviſions, &c. from one pled X 
to another along the coaſt. has 
It is obſervable, that all along the Gold. Coal 1s. 
the Engliſh ard Lutch torts and fertlements, can 
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they are the moſt numerous, ſo they ar2 the moſt 
contiguous of any other ;. and theſe two companies 
ſeem to rival one another more than either of them 
does any other European company, becauſe indeed 
none of the other companies are of themſelves 
(without ſome ſupervenient help) capable to cope 
with either of the former, 

Then, as to the forts on the North-Coaſt of 
| Africa, it will appear, by the contents of the 
| 108th page of this volume, that 

XV. Jauks-Fogr, in the River of Gambia 
(before the French took it, merely by reaſon of 
cowardice or negligence, or both, of the then 
Engliſh governor, though the French had a qua- 
cron of lix ſhips of force on that expedition) was 
abſolutely the next beſt fortification to Cape-Coaft- 
Caſtle, of all the fortifications on either the South 
or North coaſts of Africa; but the Company's 
circumſtances (beſide its being a work of time) 
could not well admit of repairing it as yet, to its 
former condition: however, with the advantage of 
its ſituation, it is now repaired to a ſtate of making 
a pretty good defence, providing a good man have 
the charge and command thereof. It is a four- 
ſquare fort, with four flankers, all built with ſtone 
and lime, and has between 40 and 50 very good 
guns in it, though ſome of them may poſſibly, as 
yet, be not mounted. It is ſituated on a rock near 
the middle of that river, and has commonly be- 
tween 50 and 60 white men, and about 50 Gro- 
mettoes always in the company's pay, belonging 
to it; and under its influence there are ſeveral 
factories in the reſpective branches of that river. 

XVI. SuERBROW-FoRr, being on an ifland, 
has always been known by the name of Lokk- 
ISLAND. That fort was built by the Royal Afri- 
can Company, iour-tquare, having three round 

2 flankers 
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flankers and one ſquare flanker, with 11 guns, and 
about 20 paces from the fort, on the ſea- beach, 
two large round flankers, with five good guns on 
each, all built with ſtone and hme, and guarded 
uſually with about 25 white men and between 30 
and 60 Gromettoes, all in the Company's pay. 
But the Company having, ſince the Revolution, 
attacked and taken the French Company's two 
torts of Goree and Senegal, the French King nat 
only made up that Company's loſſes, but allo ſent 
ſhips of war, from time to time, to retake theſc 
two forts, and to deſtroy as many as they could 
of the Engliſh Company's ſettlements ; by which 
meens (the Engliſh Company not being equally 
{upported from hence) York-Iſland happened to 
tare little better than James-Fort in Gambia River, 
and is not as yet quite repaired to its former con. 
dition, 5 1 
XVII. SERRA-LTON Fort, being likewiſe on 
an iſland, has been commonly known by the name 
of BrNCE-IsLAxp. It was built by the Royal 
African Company, with ſtone and lime; it had 
one round flanker, with five large guns, a cur: 
teen-wall, with port-holes and four good gunz, 
and a low platform juſt without the fort, which 
had ſix good guns on it, all of them well mounted, 
and guarded by 20 white men and 30 Gromettoes 
But 1n July 1704, four French ſhips, whereof two 
were ſhips of great force, having anchored un 
Frenchman's-Bay, in Sierra-Leon-River, one John 
Cumberbuſh, a Mollato, ſent his canoe, with hö 
chief ſlave, to give immediate notice thereof 10 
Meſſrs. John Freeman and Henry Glynn, the 
Company's chief and ſecond agents at that fort; 
' . whereupon Richard Emberley, mate of the Spf 
brigantine, in the ſaid Company's ſervice, did 
. propoſe to ditto Freeman, that, for the great 
- ſecurith 
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ſecürity, the Company's beſt effects in the ſaid fort 
ſhould be put on board the ſaid brigantine, and 
that he, the ſaid Emberley, would engage to 
convey them ſafely into another river, where both 
the ſhip and cargo might be in full ſecurity, and. 
out of all danger of receiving any damage from 
the French. There were likewiſe, at the ſame 
time, a ſmall ſloop, a long-boat, a petty-anga, 
and ſeveral canoes belonging to the Company, 
then at the fort, which, together with the ſaid 
brigantine, were ſufficient to have carried off the 
Company's effects : but ditto Freeman, for reaſons 
which have ſince that time appeared very obvious, 
would by no means be perſuaded to let any of the 
Company's goods be carried off the iſland. 

On the day immediately following (being the 
za of July) there appeared in fight of the ſaid fort 
ſeveral large boats full of Frenchmen, with deſign 


to make ſome attempt upon the iſland; where- 


upon all the Company's white men and Gromet- 
toes were ordered to their arms, and the gunner of 
the fort firing ſharply upon the boats, drove the 
| enemy to the back part of the iſland, where they 
then deſigned to land ; but Capt. Thomas Kear- 
foot, with his ſoldiers, meeting them there, and 
firing upon them with {ſmall arms, the enem 
| rowed clear off from the iſland; but while the 
| captain and his ſoldiers were thus employed upon 
| the back part of the iſland, the governor, ditto 
Freeman, and his ſecond, ditto Glynn, with {e- 
veral white men who were Freeman's creatures, 
quitted their poſts, and ran away from the fort, 
without giving the leaſt notice thereof to the ſaid 
captain. The French lay all that day upon their 
bars, at a great diſtance, and having (as is in- 
formed) had intelligence by one formerly em- 
ployed by ditto Freeman, that the White men 
3 mcan- 
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(meaning the Engliſh) had deſerted the fort, they, 
taking the advantage of that news, came the next 
day with a ſtronger force, took the iſland, carried 
off the Company's effects, with many of their 
ſlaves, and demoliſhed the fort ; all which might 
have been ſaved, if ditto Freeman and Glynn had, 
according to their duty, ſtayed and encouraged 
the ſoldiers and others who happened to be there 
at the time. But as it appears maniteſtly, by the 
6th and 1oth articles of the firſt chapter, how 
treacherous ſervants they have been to the Com- 
pany, in dealing all along clandeſtinely with the 
ſeparate traders, ſelling and diſpoſing of great 
quantities of the Company's cam- wood, elephants 
teeth, and other gaods, and converting the pro- 
duce thereof to their own uſes : they thought this 
was a ſhort way of accounting and clearing with 
the Company; and as they are now molt invete- 
rate enemies to the Company, ſo are they of courſe 
among the darling myrmidons of the ſeparate 

traders. *© 
It is obſervable, in relation to the forts and 
owers of European nations on the north coaſt of 
Guinea, that the Royal African Company had 
always the aſcendant, and were too hard for the 
French Company, until the French King inter- 
poſed with a ſuperior force ; which, together with 
the great diſcouragements that they meet with at 
home, and, by means of the ſeparate traders, 
abroad too, obliges them as yet to truckle, in a 
great meaſure, to the French, the Dutch, the ſe- 
parate traders, yea, and their own treacherous 
ſervants alſo, who, at this time, make up a conlſi- 
derable number of the latter : fo that indeed the 
Company can have no hopes of ever raiſing the 
heads again, nor of the trade's flouriſhing, but by 
ſome uniform management, under the happy in. 
| 85 ucnce 
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fluence and protection of the Queen and Parlia- 
ment. | 


But to return to the Go!d-Coaſt. 


To the end that I might not be impoſed upon» 
in my own judgment, nor be any way an inſtru- 
ment of impoſing upon the nation, I have made 
particular enquiry into what might be the eſtimated 
charge of building ſuch forts as the Company have 


| there, upon the ſuppoſition that no ſuch forts 


were now exiſtent ; and by the joint eſtimation of 
ſeveral capable perſons, who have been ſome years 
in the Company's ſervice upon that coait, and are 


| ready (if required) to avouch the ſame to the 


Parliament, the following ſcheme is, by their al- 
lowance, offered to publick view. 


Men Ys Ms 


ickies-Cove | ? "£4003. -F% | 6 
Succundee 1007 - - | 116 
- | Commenda | 1150 7116 
Cape-Coaſt-Cafle | | 500 | 710 
e has | vo | $ | 1 
14 Anniſham 0 0 
The bulld-, Annamaboe (wouldem-) 155 >fory 1 
ing of A ploy about 
gga | 58 
Winnibah 100 {2 
| Accra | $ 150 2 
Tos i601. 123 | 
James Fort, Gambia | 250 2 
_Sherbrow-Fort 3 100} 41 | 


OOO O O .o 


As to the materials for building, there are to be 
had in Guinea, oyſter-ſhells to make lime, though 
bought of the natives at great rates, as alſo timber 
and planks; but out of Europe comes lead, tar- 
ras, iron-work, proviſions, ſtores, and all other 
neceſſaries, as alſo artificers of all ſorts, with 
working- tools, &c. the continued charge whereof, 
with that of tranſport-ſhips, and the needful re- 


cruits of men to ſupply the places of ſuch conſi- 
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.derable numbers as commonly die there, by reaſon 


of the contagiouſneſs of the climate, together with 
the expence of great guns, ſmall arms, ammuni. 


tion, &c. muſt needs amount to very great ſums 
of money, far exceeding the 1 50,000 J. at which 


the Company very ' moderately eſtimated their pre. 
ſent forts and ſettlements, as the foundation of 2 


new ſubſcription, providing the wiſdom of the 


Parliament think fit now to ſettle the trade to 
Africa upon the foot of a conſtitution ſuitable to 


the nature and circumſtances thereof. 


In making an eſtimate of the charge of theſe 
forts, regard muſt be had to the having about 600 
officers and ſoldiers for manning them, 200 arti- 


ficers of all ſorts, beſide labourers, for keepin 


them in repair, and four or five veſſels conſtant! 


on the coaſt, ſubſervient to the aforeſaid ends. 
I ſhall now proceed to give ſome remarkable 


Inſtances of the uſefulneſs of theſe forts to the {- 


parate traders themſelves, and of ſeveral diſaſters 


which happened to private traders in PRs where 


the Company have no forts. 

1. For fortifying, and indeed 1 improving one of 
the inſtances which I gave formerly in the 94th 
page of this volume, I refer the reader to the fol. 
lowing affidavit. 


Mime. Homas Camp, of the pariſh of 
Stepney, alias Stebon-Heath, 


in the county of Middickes, aged about 3o years, 


maketh oath, that in September 1702 he was gun. 


ncr of the Royal African Company's fort a 


Whidah, about which time came into the Road of 
Whidah a 10 per cent. ſhip, called the Betty of 
Barbadoes, which, after having got her comple- 
ment of ſlaves aboard, to the number of about 


30, was there taken by a French ſhip, of about 40 


3 guns 


ca 
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guns as he believes; upon which the Company's 
officers of the ſaid fort ſent ſome men armed to 
the water-ſide, which is three miles from the ſaid 
fort, and ſeized the French chief and ſecond, and 
brought them priſoners to the fort, where the. 
were detained until the ſhip Betty and all her ſaid 
faves, cargo and men, were reſtored to the cap- 
tain. 

And this deponent farther faith, that both the 
French and Dutch that are ſettled on that coaſt 
have oftentimes endeavoured, by large promiſes 
and great encouragements, to entice him and ſe- 
veral others from the Company's ſervice, and 
verily believes that both French and Dutch take 
all opportunities to leſſen the Britiſh intereſt on 
| the coaſt of Guinea, and would not ſuffer the 
Engliſh to trade thither, were 1t not for the Com- 
pany's forts. 3 „ 

And this deponent farther ſaith, that the ſepa- 
rate traders on the coaſt, during the time he was 
there, from 1700 to 1705, did advance the prices 
of Negroes double what they were, and ſynk the 
prices of Engliſh goods very much of the prices 
they were commonly ſold for at his firſt being upon 
the coaſt, and farther ſaith not. | 


THno. Cane. 
Jurat, 14 die Februari, anno 
Dom. 1708-9, coram me. 

VVV 


2. In the year 1704-5, Captain Minot, a pri- 
vate trader, being forced a- ſhore, by ſtreſs of 
weather, about a mile from Winnebah, one of the 
Company's forts, the governor of that fort went 
out with his ſoldiers, and reſcued all the ſlaves, 
cargo and ſhip's company out of the hands of the 

| Rs natives, 
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natives, who had violently. ſeized the ſame; and 
he made returns home to England for the uſe of 
the owners, which otherwiſe had been totally loſt. 
3. In the year 1706, Captain Obrian, a ſeparate 
trader, being in Winnebah-Road, his Negrocs rot Nc 
upon him, whereof notice being given to the go. f. 
vernor of that fort, he immediately ſent off ſome Wl 
of his garriſon, who quelled the Negroes, and 
thereby ſaved the ſhip and cargo. t 
4. In the year 1704-5 there were 11 fail of ſhi ſh 
(whereof five ſhips belonged to private traders) Mal 
ſaved under the protection of Cape-Coaſt-Caſte Wt 
from ſeveral French men of war, which came Mt 
that road, with deſign, it ſeems, to inſult the U 
caſtle, and ſeize what ſhips and goods they could ſr 
find thereabouts; but by a continual firing fron Wa 
the fort they were forced to go off, re infecta. th 
5. In the year 1701-2, 3 Lewis, a pf. of 
vate trader, was, in time of peace, taken upoWc 
the Quaqua Coaſt, by the Negroes; they cam 

aboard his ſhip, forced her aſhore, plundered al 
the cargo, and kept ſome of his men priſonen n 
there for ſeveral years. The reaſon of their havinghſm 
ſeized and uſed Captain Lewis's ſhip after thc 

manner, was becauſe Captain Francis, Captain 
Gill, and Captain Davies, three ſeparate traders C. 
had ſome ſhort time before ſeized, and violentiyMWwe 
taken ſeveral of the chief Negro traders, wit: 

their goods, off the coaſt. TOs. 

'6. Captain Ruſt, in the = the Neptune, being C 

forced on ſhore by a French ſhip of ſuperior foros 
at Cape Apollonia, the natives itript him and hs 
men, wounded and otherways barbarouſly uk 
them, and ſeized all the ſhip's cargo, notwiti- 
ſtanding he had traded with the natives themſelve 
the day before, and all this for want of a fort i 
protel 
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protect them. There are two perſons now here 
{Wn cown who were ſufferers in the aforeſaid barba- 
K + Captain Charles Cook, a private trader from 
e WR Carolina, having gone up the River Gambia too 
> Wi far beyond the immediate influence of the caſtle, 
x Wind happening to fall ſo ſick that he was forced to 
(WM co aſhore, leaving the management of the ſhip 
to his ſuper- cargo, 14 Negroes (diſtinguiſhed there 
dy the name of Fidalgoes and Gallawars) came 
board under the pretence of trading. Each of 
Ul: dem having a large knife in the ſleeve of his coat, 
WM they placed themſelves fo by the Engliſh, that 
be upon giving the word (comon, comon) they ſtabbed 
end killed all the ſhip's crew, fave only one man 
mn Wind a boy, who jumped overboard, and fo ſaved 
their lives by fwimming. This appears by a letter 
n-WW of the 24th of January 1706-7, to Colonel Gavin 
on Corbin, the Royal African Company's agent in 


Virginia. 
ally 8. Captain Morgan, a private trader from Ja- 
ers maica, was ſurprized near the ſame place, and 
ing much after the ſame manner; as appears by ditto 
thu Cook's letter aforementioned. 
tauß 9. In the year 1701-2, Captain Eterſon and 
ers, WW Captain Cook, with ſeveral other private traders, 
nch vere forced aſhore on the coaſt of Angola, for 
with vant of a fort to defend them from the enemy; 
s appears by the report prepared by the Lords 
Commiſſioners for trade and plantations, upon 
the Company's petition to her Majeſty the laſt 
year, e 5 1 
10. By a letter of the 7th of April 1698, from 
Captain John Hereford, of the ſhip Fortune, then 
at Cabenda, on the Angola Coaſt, and another 
letter of the 15th of April 1702, from Captain 
” William 


% 
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William Read, of the Company's ſhip the Cu 
terbury, then at Callabar, they charge the ſepa 
rate traders, particularly Captain Cuning, Captain 
Crow in the Anthony galley, Captain Hazlewood 
Abraham Evans in the Humphrey galley d 
"Briſtol, one Carnaby in a ſmall ſhip called the 
Hunter, and others, not only with unaccountahk 
methods in deſtroying any hopes of carrying on 
regular and ſafe trade in thoſe parts, unleſs fort 
and ſettlements be eſtabliſhed there, but likewiſe 
with very groſs and barbarous acts of inhumaniy, 
ſeizing and taking away with them all the Negros WW" 
whom they could ſurprize along the coaſt, robbing WW" 
| canoes on the water, forcing women, boys and 
girls along with them from the ſhore, ſhooting a t 
2 and killing ſuch Negroes as refuſed wd 
anſwer their call; and that, in revenge, the b. 
natives had deſtroyed ſeveral white men, and 
ſeized ſuch goods as fell within the reach of thei 
power. 3 | | VI 


— — —— — 1 — _ 2 | m 
neral reflections on the aforeſa Wl \ 
particulars. 5 


X FT ER that Eſop's wolf had put on ſheep f 
A clothing, he remained a wolf ſtill: the th 
changing of names ſeldom or never alters naturil tal 
qualities. We fee that the generous indulgenc f . 
and unreſtrained liberty and permiſſion which the ſa 
Parliament thought fit, in the year 1697, to grant * 
to all her Majeſty's ſubjects, indiſtinctly, to trade © 
to Africa for the term of 13 years, they paying 1 
duty of 10 per cent. to the Royal African Compan), 
falls fo far ſhort of anſwering the chief end pro 


poſed thereby, viz. the ſecurity, preſervation and 
a im. 


Some few ge 


. 
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improvement of that trade, that though the ſeveral 
names of pirates, buccaneers, interlopers, and 
ach like, on the coaſt of Africa, ſeem to be of 
late in a great meaſure forgotten, as paſſing all 
[row under the gentle and mild name of ſeparate 
traders to Africa, yet it ſeems too many of them 
have {till retained their former qualities, ſo far 
that they not only perſevered in the ordinary 
courſe of their former practices of plundering, 
ſealing, and ſometimes killing, but have alſo 
been the inſtruments of infecting others by their 
evil communication and corrupt examples; for in 
many caſes it ſo happens, that © a little leaven 
kavenerh the whole lump.” God forbid that all 
the ſeparate traders ſhould fall under the ſame pre- 
dicament; but however it is a dangerous thing to 
be frequently in bad company. | 
It is a common, though uncharitable obſerva- 
ton (how true I know not) that few women have 
virtue enough to reſiſt the temptations of oppor- 
tunity and importunity: I would gladly entertain 
much more honourable thoughts of the fair ſex. 
However, I am pretty well aſſured that the Royal 
African Company have very ſenſibly felt, to their 
coſt, that opportunity and 1mportunity have made 
more rogues and thieves than one in their ſervice, 
theſe 12 years paſt, I own that, in all great under- 
takings of that kind, great truſt muſt be given to 
many perſons of ſeveral qualities in their reſpective 
ations ; and were there a regular ſociety formed 
and eſtabliſhed, with ſuitable privileges, and a 
coercive power to do themſelves and others juſtice 
on the coaſt of Africa, ſuch a ſociety might very 
reafonably, in all events, be made anſwerable for 
their own and their ſervants actions; and, in that 
ale, there is no doubt but they would take ſpecial 
5 care 


* 


2 38 


| Care to have ſervants of whoſe fidelity they would 
be very well ſatisfied. But while the trade of that 
extenſive coaſt is under a looſe and irregular admj. 
niſtration, it is not to be expected but that, in 61 
extended and remote a part of the world, where 
there is no court of law, equity or juſtice, when 
no regard is had to the rules of chriſtianity or mo. Met 
rality, but every one doing what ſeemeth good in 
his own eyes, ſeveral perſons have, by the afore. Wt 
ſaid means, been tempted to prove treacherous t» Ms 
the truſt repoſed in them, who probably had never Wis 
had ſo much as a thought of being 1o baſe and WI" 
unworthy, if other perſons of different intereſt, 
as well as of vicious lives and principles, had 
not had an uncontrolable toleration to come there, 
and had thereby an opportunity of ſeducing and 
debauching the former, both by importunity and 
example, yea, and with an aſſurance of impunity 
_ alfo, by tranſporting not only their perſons, but 
likewiſe ſuch of the Company's effects committed 
to their truſt as they pleaſed to call their own, 
and altering the property thereof in ſuch manner 
that the Company can ſcarcely ever expect to get 
any fair or tolerable account of them; and indeed 
tranſgreſſors of that kind (as the like happens in 
many other caſes) do commonly pick German 
quarrels with the Company, chiefly to be a pr 
tence. for not adjuſting or clearing with them; 
yet, to juſtify one ill act dy committing anotne;, 
ſuch perſons ſeldom fail of becoming the worlt 0 
enemies. . „ 
I am perſuaded few who read this, togeth: 
with the firſt part of theſe Reflections, deliberately 
will ever have the leaſt regard to any of the 
perſons clamorous and groundleſs ſuggeſtion 
againſt the Company, and much leſs (I hope) # 
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they be for continuing ſo very valuable a branch 

Lf our foreign trade, as that to Africa is, any 

longer. under a looſe and irregular adminiſtration, 
n the hands of an undefinable heteroclite body; 
conſiſting of ſuch heterogeneous parts as can never 
give any tolerable account of either their own or 
other peoples proceedings in that trade; but that 
the wiſdom of the Parliament may now think fit 
to ſettle it upon ſuch a fixed and ſolid conſtitution 
3 may render it a durable, creditable and advan- 
ugeous trade to Britain, and the plantations there- 
unto belonging, 1s the hearty wiſh of 
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"CONSTITUTION 
AND 


MANAGEMENT 


OF THE 


Trade to Africa, 


THROUGH 


7 be whole Courſe and Progreſs thereof, from 
the Beginning of the laſt Century, to this 


Time. 


WHEREIN 


The Nature and uncommon Circumſtances of that- 
TRADE are particularly conſidered, and all the 
Arguments urged alternately by the two con- 
tending Parties chere, touching the different Me- 
thods now propoſed by them, for carrying on 
the ſame to a national Advantage, impartially 
ſtated and diſcuſſed. 


BY ALL WHICH- 


A clear View is given of ſuch a Conſtitution, as (if 
eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament) would, in all Pro- 
bability, render the AFRICAN Trade a permanent, 
creditable and advantageous Trade to BRITAIN, 
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Dat veniam corvis, vexat cenſura columbas. 
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ER it poſſible to be aſſured, that all 
perſons to whoſe hands the ſeveral 
| trifling pamphlets and papers, pub- 
liſhed on behalf of the ſeparate traders to Africa, 
have or may come, had read and conſidered the 
Firſt and Second Parts of theſe Reflections, it is 
probable I had not given myſelf the trouble of 
writing, nor others that of reading this Third 
part; but indeed that being an accident rather to 
bewiſhed for than depended upon, I think myſelf 
in ſome meaſure obliged, for the vindication of 
truth, as well as in ſelf- defence, to publiſh the 
following ſheets, as a reply to, and, in my humble 
opinion, a manifeſt confutation of, all that hi- 
therto has been, or probably ever will be, with 
any reaſonable pretence, urged by any of the pam- 
phleteers for an open trade to Africa, againſt the 
certainty of the ſeveral poſitions, conſiderations 
and arguments contained 1n the aforeſaid Firſt and 
Second Parts, for ſettling that trade upon the foot 
of an excluſive joint-ſtock conſtitution. BL 
Many people have, it ſeems, entertained a no- 
ton (which I find is induſtriouſly propagated by 
the ſeparate traders, with a ſiniſter and injurious 
deſign) that the preſent conſtitution of the Royal 
[African Company is ſuch a conſtitution as is there 
pointed at and pleaded for, or at leaſt that they 
emoyed the whole trade, excluſive of all others, 
till the act of Parliament for laying that trade 
open in 1698 took place, which is a great miſtake; 
for, as it is certain that the interlopers have been 
R 2 tolerated 
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tolerated ever ſince the Revolution, ſo it will ap- 


5 


had, in all human probability, been long ago ii. 
recoyerably loſt to this nation, without having 


CcFLoncluding arguments, demonſtrating the man 


pear, by the following ſheets, that the excluſion 
which the ſaid Company enjoyed, for ſome fey 
years, before that time, did happen to prove 13. 
ther a ſnare than any real advantage to them in 
the end, ſince their charter was not confirmed b 
act of Parliament; and yet it is demonſtrably 
apparent, by the contents of the third chapter of 
this Third Part, that, had it not been for that. 
charter, and the Company's induſtry, care and 
application in purſuing the ends thereof, at a 
very great charge and expence, the trade to Africa 


Ke aww co. 


had fo much as a juſt notion of the value of what 
we had loſt: ſo that, by their moſt ſucceſsful 
endeavours, during the ſhort time that they en- Wk 
joyed the benefit of an excluſion, they have, un- th 
deniably, at leaſt laid the foundation of preſerving Wil ft: 
the trade hitherto. ow e ts 
However, when firſt I ſet pen to paper, on the WW Re 
ſubject-matter of theſe Reflections (which was but co 
ſome few months ago) I entered my proteſtation, ¶ o 
that what I chiefly aimed at was to give ſome rea-: Won 
ſonable and impartial view of ſuch things as, Co. 
humbly apprehended, might be conducive to-. cle 
wards ſettling the African trade upon ſome fixed 
and ſolid national conſtitution, without any direct 
or immediate regard to the caprice, humour ot 
deſigns of particular perſons, or to the particular 
diſpute between the Royal African Company and 
ſeparate traders, concerning their ſeveral and t. 
_ ſpective private intereſts, os | 
Purſuant to which reſolution I calculated thi 
laſt five chapters of the Firſt Part of theſe Reffec 


tions, wherein are contained ſeveral plain anc 
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nation 
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national advantages of carrying on the trade to 
Africa by a joint-ſtock, to be raiſed upon the foot 
of an excluſive parliamentary conſtitution; and all 
theſe arguments (though publiſhed upwards of two 
months ago) have hitherto ſtood the field, without 
| being, in the leaſt, ever attacked by any of the 
pamphleteers for an open trade. ERS.” 
But in giving an hiſtorical account of the pro- 
of the trade to Africa theſe hundred years 
paſt, together with a view of the Pk ſtate 
thereof, both abroad and at home, I could not 
yell have omitted the ſubject- matter of the diſpute 
between the preſent Company and ſeparate traders, 
and therefore, to make the work as compleat as I 
could (according to the beſt of my underſtanding) 
| gave an account of the ſtate of that caſe, in the 
ſecond and third chapters of the ſaid Firſt Part of 
theſe Reflections, and that too in ſuch a manner as 
ſtands as yet unconfuted, though very weakly ca- 
villed at in a late ſcurrilous libel, entituled Some 
Remarks upon a Pamphlet called Reflections, &c.“ 
compoſed chiefly of a confuſed undigeſted collec- 
tion of all the romantick ſtories formerly publiſhed 
on behalf of the ſeparate traders, and againſt the 
Company ; for a reply to which, and a full and 
clear vindication of the ſaid Reflections, the reader 
referred to the contents of the firſt chapter of 
the following ſheets, wherein I own I have ſhewn 
boo much regard to the Remarker's frivolous 
muſements, inſtead of arguments, by anſwering 
them ſo very particularly, paragraph by paragraph. 
And that it may be ſeen how juſtly J repeat the 
xemarker's pretended arguments, I have prefixed 
capital R. to each of them, as I have prefixed a 
pital A. to my own anſwers, and pretixed alſo 
Wuble comma's to ſuch falſe quotations as he pre- 
ends to have excepted out of the Reflections, &c. 
mY R 2 5 
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In the ſecond chapter, the reader will ſee the 
| amount of ſuch teſtimonies and declarations % 
= were, given in evidence on behalf of the preſent 
=. African Company and ſeparate traders alternateh, 
before a committee of the honourable Houſe of 
Commons, with an account of ſome remarkable 
occurrences which have contributed very much to 
the reducement of the Company's ſtock, &c. And 
the laſt chapter conſiſts chiefly of arguments ſhey. 
ing the impracticability of carrying on and pre. 
ſerving the trade to Africa by any other method 
_ whatſoever than that of an excluſive joint-ſtock, 
together with ſome propoſals for a national parliz 
- mentary conſtitution upon that foot, calculate 
with due regard to the preſent circumſtances of 
the Royal African Company, the ſeparate traders 
and the plantations, and for the general intereſt df 
all her Majeſty's ſubjects. ; 
Now, upon the whole matter, I am very ſenſible 
that it is a misfortune to any one to be, either d. 
rectly or indirectly, concerned in a diſpute which 
obliges him, either in ſelf-defence or otherways, to 
have recourſe to perſonal altercations or recrimin# 
tions, and I profeſs ſincerely it js what I would 
willingly ſhun, upon all occaſions, with all m 
heart and ſpirit ; but there are ſome ſort of men 
the world who cannot be dealt with otherways tha 
by fighting them at their own weapons; and as 
have, by degrees, been involved in this diſput 
far beyond my firſt intention, ſo, had 1 abrupt! 
relinquiſhed it before the Parliament give a del 
_ five ſtroke in the chief point ſtill controverted, m 
ſilence might probably be conſtrued to the pre] 
dice of that ſide whoſe part I took, otherways 
ſhould ſcarcely have been at the trouble of takin 
the Remarker to pieces, as I have done. 
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| A defence if the Firft Part of theſe Refleftions 
againſt ſome inſignificant cavils and invidious 


ſuggeſtions contained in a late ſcurrilous libel, 


entituled Some Remarks on a late Ty | 


called Reflections, c. 
moderately diſpoſed) to be driven to the ne- 
ceſſity of ſaying or publiſhing any thing 
wich may ſeem to favour either of vanity or 
5 oltentation on the one ſide, or of contumely and 


R 4 diſdain 


T is a hard caſe for any man (eſpecially one 
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he calls it © An Anſwer, &c.” Now, whether 
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diſdain on the other: but ſince the debate now in 


hand is for no leſs prize than the taking proper 


meaſures, at fo critical a juncture, for the prefer. 
vation and improvement of ſo valuable a branch 
of our foreign trade, as that to Africa is to this 
kingdom and the plantations thereunto belonging, 
and fince the generality of mankind are at fo little 
pains to render themſelves capable judges of what 
is truly reaſon, or juſt and fair reaſoning, in moſt 
diſputed caſes which happen, otherways than as 
they judge of a battle fought in Flanders, that he 
that keeps the field longeſt gains the day; 6 
therefore having, ſince the publiſhing of the Se. 
cond Part of theſe Reflections, ſeen a ſcurrilous 
libel, entituled Some Remarks on a Pamphlet 
called Reflections, &c.” it would be, in ſome 
ſenſe, a betraying of that national cauſe, which, 
inſtead of a better advocate, I have adventured to 
maintain (and I hope pretty ſucceſsfully too) in 
the Firſt and Second Parts of theſe Reflections, 
if, by a profound filence, I ſhould ſeem to ac- 


quieſce with the abuſive aſperſions, delirious ap- 


paritions, groſs inconſiſtencies, and fallacious 
computations, with which this mighty champion 
for an open trade to Africa has now (probably as 


his laſt effort) made a ſhift to black two ſheets of 
paper, with deſign (if poſſible) to impoſe his own 


and confederates vain dreams upon the nation; 
to prevent which, I will ſoon diveſt him of all his 
falſe, though gilded armour, and leave him then 


expoſed to the naked view of all indifferent ſpecta- 
The firſt thing, it ſeems, which puzzled this 
champion was, what title to give his mighty 
work, for, on the title page, he calls it“ Some 
Remarks, &c.“ but, on the top of the next leaf, 


this 
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this was occaſioned through the wandering confu- 
fon. of his perplexed thoughts, the treachery. of 
his memory, or with a double-faced deſign, I will 
allow himſelf to determine; but to call it © An 


Anſwer to the Reflections, &c.“ he might almoſt 


zz properly have called it An Anſwer to the 


Jewiſh Talmud, or the Turkiſh Alcoran,” I am 


certain © Fronti nulla fides was never more 
juſtly applied, than to the difference that is be- 
tween this libel and the title which the author 
himſelf gave it, as An Anſwer, &c.” However, 
ſince this champion's courage has failed him fo 
far, as not to dare to make the leaſt attack upon 
any one ſingle ſentence, line or word of any « all 
the five laſt chapters of the Furſt Part of theſe 
Reflections (which indeed is by very much the 
moſt material and ſignificant part of the book, as 
[| intimated in the preface thereof) but has ex- 
hauſted all his little ſtock of ammunition in 


making remarks only upon ſome few fragments of 


theſe two chapters, in which the particular diſpute 


between the preſent company and the ſeparate 


traders, about their ſeveral and reſpective private 
nterefts, is ſpecially conſidered, I ſhall hencefor- 
yard diſtinguiſh him by the denomination of 
Remarker only, and refer it to the judicious 
reader to determine which of us two is the faireſt 
diputant, and moſt faithful repeater of each 
other's poſitions and arguments. Vr 

The Remarker, as a ſpecimen of his ſkill in 
grammar and rhetorick, uſhers in his accurate 
remarks with this prologue: R. As people of 
buſineſs have not the time to throw away as the 
African Company's writer, ſo I ſhall only take 
notice of, &c. 


A. Thanks to good Mr. Remarker, for this 
mplicit acknowledgment, in the firſt place, that 
>. 
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my performance (ſuch as it is) ſeemed to him to 
| Have been done with ſo much care, conſideration 
and circumſpection, that it could not but hay 
been the work of time; whereas his remark, 
being ohly the haſty productions of his own infal. 
Ble noddle, amidft the great hurry and confuſion 
of his mighty buſineſs, we muſt even take then 
as we find them: moſt certainly a very fine piece 
of work! But alas, ſome people are ſuch ſtub. 
Horn infidels as not to believe one tittle even of 
what he ſays in his title page. 5 
K. The author, in his preface, diſowns himſelf 


— 


either a member of the African Company or a fe. 
Parate trader (I ſuppoſe he means, to Africa.) 
A. Moſt certainly true 1 Hee 
K. And by his writing, it is plain he never va 
„ of buſineſs. a ETA 
A. Moft certainly a very bad conſequence: | 
if the Remarker, or — oider fr how, can Uh. 
that concluſion naturally from the premiſſes, | 
will inſtantly give up the cauſe, and moreover 
(which would be doing a horrid violence on my om 
belief) acknowledge that all that he writes 1s true 
But as his buſineſs cannot allow him time 1 
trouble his head with the rules of logick and ta 
reaſoning, ſo it is no buſineſs of mine, at preſent 


to confute or gratify him, by giving any poſiti { 
diſtinguiſhing — * of myſelf. 5 n 

R. With what aſſurance then can ſuch a peri c 
ſet up to deeide a controverſy in A to ti it 
judgment of the right honourable the lords con t 
miſſioners of trade? &c. fi 
A. Hey day! what's here? Why truly, anW n 
project of Mr. Remarker's own invention; tl b 
Word Monopoly has run ſo in his head of la h 
that, to out-do all other monopolies whatſoeve! - 


he has (it ſeems) formed a deſign of eſtabliſhing 
| 1 0 monopo 
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monopoly of all reaſon and common ſenſe. What ! 
would' hethave an arbitrary reſtraint upon the exer- 
ciſe of all our intellectual and ſenſitive faculties ? 
Yes, that he would, and confine all manner of 
knowledge and experience in commercial affairs 
to the lords commiſſioners for trade, at leaſt ſo 
long as he thinks their opinions may ſeem to have 
any tendency againſt an excluſive conſtitution of 
the trade to Africa, and conſequently for an un- 
reftrained liberty to himſelf and his confederates 
to ramble and ſcramble along the coaſt of Aﬀrica 
as they pleaſe. Well, of all the fulſome pieces of 
flattery that ever I heard of, to ſerve a preſent 
turn, this tacit implication of the Remarker's ſu- 
percilious queſtion, and what he expreſsly ſubjoins 
thereto, ſeems to deſerve the firſt place ! But, be- 
yond all peradventure, the noble lords and ho- 
nourable gentlemen of that commiſſion know bet- 
ter things, than to ſuffer themſelves to be wheedled 
| into any untenable opinion, by the empty paraſi- 
tical inſinuations of this trifling Remarker. We 
know that they are perſons of diſtinguiſhed parts 
and characters, otherwiſe certainly they had never 
been named in ſuch a commiſſion ; yet I ſuppoſe 
the Remarker will not ſay that any of them is 
either ** a Member of the African Company, or a 
ſeparate trader to Africa ;** ſo that, if that bare 
negative were a good argument to render me in- 
capable of reaſoning on the points now in debate, 
it would certainly import ſomething even againſt 
their lordſhips likewiſe ; but as it is altogether 
frivolous, and of a piece with the reſt of his argu- 
ments, I will only adviſe him, as a friend, to go 
back again to ſchool, and learn the propriety of 
his mother-tongue (if he is an Engliſhman) and at 
leaſt ſome of the common rules of reaſoning, be- 
fore he adventure to appear again in print. 


R. But 
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Ke. But before I proceed farther, I cannot but 
take notice of one aſſertion in page 18 of this 
pamphlet“. wits" e wes [7 

A. Here the Remarker, to ſhew us how nimbly 
he can dance an entry (his Chriſtmas gambols not 
being as yet quite out of his head) jumps all at 
once over no leſs than 17 pages of the folio pam. 
phlet which he pretends to anſwer. Well jumped 
Mr. Remarker, and well anſwered too! However, 
i the reader thinks not fit to take the Remarker' 
on word for it, I will be ſurety for him, that the 
contents of. all theſe 17 pages are fully anſwered 
in the title page of his comprehenſive Remarks 
yea, it muſt be conſidered father, that he is a man 

of bulineſs, and loves brevity. 88 
EK. The writer very unjuſtly calumniates the ge 
lords commiſſioners of trade, and affirms. a moſt N ur 
. notorious untruth, in theſe words, Nor could 
the ſeparate traders reſt ſatisfied till. they had 
.<. prompted the commiſſioners for trade to de. 
mand from the Royal African Company an 
* account of the value of their ſtock, &c.” In 
- anſwer to which, the ſeparate traders never were 
with any of the lords of trade, nor were any of 
their perſons ever known to their lordſhips, till a 
long time after theſe accounts were demanded, &c. 
A. Any one might naturally have thought that, 
after ſo ſupercilious a prologue, the Remarker 
would not have leaped over full 17 pages, meerly 
to catch flies with his cob-web remarks ; yea, in 
the very reciting of this fragment of a paragraph 
of the aforeſaid 18th page, he has, as a new prodt 
of his uſual ingenuity, filched out the word (herc) 
which ought to be placed immediately after the 
word (ſatisfied) and implies that this was an att 
. poſterior. to ſeveral other acts with which the ſe- 
| paratt 
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* Vide page 110 of this volume. 
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arate traders were charged; and indeed, without 
reading both the preceding and ſubſequent parts 
of that 18th page itſelf, and conſidering its cohe- 
rence with the contents of ſeveral of the foregoing 
ages, this fragment muſt ſeem but imperfect, 
ind of little importance. However, ſince he de- 
nies the fact, and labours mightily to exculpate all 
the ſeparate traders from that charge, it is not 
worth my while to purſue it any farther, though 
vill reſerve the conſideration of that particular 
point, till we come to examine che qualities of 
thoſe whom he calls ſeparate traders, in a ſubſe- 
quent remark, referring the reader, in the mean 
time, to the contents of the lords commiſſioners? 
own report, and the Royal African Company's 
general obſervations and particular remarks there- 
upon, given in to their lordſhips in January laſt. 
But alas! the Remarker's real plot, in this and 
his former paragraph, is covered with too thin a 
yell not to be eafily diſcovered ; for, in the former, 
he thought to provoke me to enter into a compe- 
tion of judgments with the lords commiſſioners 
for trade: no, he muſt look for catching wood- 
cocks ſomewhere elſe, for my concern in this 
a MWiipute has not as yet hurried me on into ſuch a 
cc. degree of confuſion or forgetfulneſs, as not to re- 
at, ¶ member that ſome of theſe commiſſioners are noble 
er Peers, that others of them are worthy members of 
rly the honourable Houſe of Commons, and that 
in Witeir lordſhips ſentiments concerning the African 
trade lies now before the Parliament, who (with- 
out doubt) are the moſt competent judges of that 
or any thing elſe of that nature that can come 
defore- them. Then, in the latter-recited para- 
graph, he endeavours, with all the force of his 
chetorick, to perſuade the aforeſaid lords commiſ- 
loners that I have calumniated their lordſhips : 
4 | no, 
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no, it was never in my temper to calumniate any 
one, and much leſs do I intend to begin with 
perſons of their diſtinguiſhed characters. 
EK. But as matters of fact are not proved from 
multitudes of words, but from demonſtration, ſo 
I ſhall make the anſwer to this pamphlet as ſhort 
as maybe. | 5 v7 4-4 
A. Clear the way, gentlemen here comes 
Mr. Remarker's demonſtration, viz. 
EK. The ſeparate traders have not yet had occa- 
fion, in this diſpute, to retire to ſophiſtry, falſe 
uotations of matter of fact, nor Billingſgate rea. 
ing, inſtead of truth. 35 Bo 
A. In the name of myſtery, what means the Who: 
Remarker by this jargon of words? If this be Ne 
his demonſtration, I think it is but reaſonable N h˙ 
that he ſhould have the credit of being its firſt 
inventor. Now I ſee Euclid was an old doating 
fellow; he could never have thought of ſuch a 
demonſtration as this: and ſince it is neither a 
mathematical nor a phyſical demonſtration, it 
muſt in juſtice be acknowledged to be the true 
lawful iſſue of the Remarker's own fertile brain; 
yea, I begin now to underſtand ſomething of his 
meaning by it, either he would indirectly inſinuate 
a vindication of the ſeparate trader's writings 
from the imputation of ſophiſtry, falſe quotations 
and Billingigate reaſoning, or he would have 
people believe that the F irlt Part of theſe Reffec- 
tions, &c. (which he pretends to anſwer) is full of 
ſuch agreeable embelliſhments; but he is wilt 
enough not to diſcover which of theſe two he 
means, for that muſt be a ſecret to himſelf, til 
he make ſure of the publick reward that is due 
to him for having invented the aforeſaid demon- 
ſtr ation. 5 


R. But 
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R, But to proceed; I obſerve, among other things, 
this author rer muchof the danger of theDutch 
running away with the trade, which was the argu- 
ment formerly uſed, while the French were lay ing 
the foundation of thoſe evils we now feel in our 
trade, and every thing elſe; and if the African 
Company are not the cauſe. of loſing that trade, 
thy their oppreſſions on the ſeparate traders, the 
urch never can do us any harm, &c. 65 

A. Had the Remarker ſeen the 3d chapter of 
the Second Part of theſe Refleckions, before he 
publiſhed this wiſe obſervation, and the terrible 
bug-bearing inſinuation therein contained, I have 
much charity for him as to think that certainly 
be would have had the prudence to have kept it 
to himſelf, and ſaved me the trouble of pointing 
ww to a place where he may find more than a 
ſufficient reply to it, by way of prevention, But 


f he muſt have my private ſentiments upon that 
lead into the bargain, here I give them very 
t rely. The politicks of France, for above a 
e Whole century together, aimed at no leſs than an 


uverfal monarchy, that is, an univerſal power 
wer all the reſt of Europe, &c. The chief ten- 
lency of all the politicks of Holland, and the 
ther United Provinces, during the aforeſaid time, 
ad ever ſince, has been to graſp at an univerſal 
mpire in point of trade, which (if obtained} 
would have a very near relation to an univerſal 
wer; ſo that, where the great difference would 
e in the conſequences of either of theſe two, it is 
ard to pre-determine. It is undoubtedly Britain's 
tereſt, as it is that of all the reſt of Europe, to 
ſh the one, and it is as certainly Britain's inte- 
lt in particular not to give way to the other. 
lt is the opinion of many wiſer heads than mine, 
dit is mine too, in congruity with their's, that 
| E © it 
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1c is Britain's intereſt, eſpecially at this juncturt, 
to be in ſtrict alliance with the Dutch, and as, 2 
the ſame time, their own intereſt and common 
ſafety obliges them to be in alliance with us, 61 
7 hope their alliance and friendſhip may be always 
had and preſerved at a cheaper rate than that of 

= complimenting them with the moſt valuab MI. 
branch of our foreign trade. I own I am noth Ml. 
full of my compliments that way as the Remarker, Wl | 
for I have heard it often ſaid, that even gold Ml 
. irſelf may be bought too dear; and as I ever did, Ml | 
ſo I ever will, prefer what I think to be the inte. 
reſt of Britain, to that of either the French, Ml ; 
Dutch, or any other nation whatſoever, without t 
any regard to the cavilling inſinuations of ths Ml | 
Remarker or any of his ſelf-deſigning confederates, ft 


Neſcio qua natale ſolum dulcedine cunctos Ml « 
„D Ducit, & immemores non ſinit eſſe ſu.” G 
KN : | 5 . Ov, m 
Re. The aforeſaid author aſſerts, in his intr-W Sc 
duction, and in his account of the riſe of the trade th 
to Africa, that after 10 years experience of la w} 
<« ing open this trade, the nation in general ar © 
<. no gainers thereby, and that the ſeparate trade - | 
„ computations, given in to the lords commilio has 
4 ners of trade laſt year, are (as he fancies) con to 
<«< futed by ſome of his judicious obſervations.” WM his 
A. Well, it is no ſmall piece of drudgery to H th 
obliged thus to ſkip backward and forward af fair 
this Remarker, who has as little regard to an wit! 
method or order as he has to ſincerity or the com nee; 
mon rules of fair reaſoning ; and yet it is a greatly , 
plague ſtill to be eternally correcting ſo very ui line; 
corrigible a perſon as he is, in his falſe quotation the 
as well as in picking out ſome fragments on ng 
P * 
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particular ſentences, here and there, without any 

d-to the coherent parts, for at this rate no- 
thing can eſcape being converted into nonſenſe, at 
the pleaſure of any ſuch critick as this Remarker 
is; which puts me in mind of a filly and ridicu- 
lous, as well as atheiſtical argument, uſed once by 


as great a libertine in matters of religion as the 


Remarker would be in matters of trade, to prove 
(abſit blaſphemia) that there was no God. This 


by a fragment of a certain ſentence out of the firſt 
verſe of the 14th Pſalm, viz. © There is no God,” 
never mentioning the immediate preceding part of 
the ſame verſe, viz. * The fool hath ſaid in his 


fragment, makes it run in the excellent muſical 
ſtrain of the holy pen-man who wrote it thus, 
„The fool hath ſaid in his heart, there is no 
God.” I ſhall be far from ſaying that the Re- 
marker is any way the fool meant here by the 
Pſalmiſt; but I will allow him to continue, in 
Solomon's ſenſe, as wiſe in his own conceit as he 
thinks fit. I own that this may ſeem to be ſome- 


* omne ſimile eſt diſfimile.” | 5 

Now the awkward dreſs in which the Remarker 
has patched together the fragments aforementioned, 
to anſwer his own diſtorted meaning (tho? little to 
us purpoſe) and his diſingenuity in diſtinguiſhing 
the ſame by Italick letters, to make it paſs for a 
fair quotation, will be beſt ſeen by comparing it 


with the original, which is too long, and indeed 


needleſs ro be here recited. 
K. In anſwer to which, thoſe computations are 


Vai, V. 85 many 


atheiſtical perſon would needs prove it, forſooth, 


heart,” which being prefixed to the aforeſaid 


what too lofty a compariſon ; but it is as true that 


ſince confirmed by ſuch accounts as are come from 
he plantations, and proves, that the opening the 
trade hath been an annual benefit to the nation of 
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hundred W pounds, by the vaſt difference 
. of the increaſe, oo the act 3 ening the ſaid 
trade, compared with the time of its being con- 
fined. to a company when excluſive of all others, 
as will appear by and b. 

A. That this anſwer. is a meer nens dream, 
in all the parts thereof, will appear much ſooner 
than the Remarker's by and by, and that is, by a 
clear demonſtration which the reader wall find in 
the 3d chapter of this Third Part of the Reflec- 
tions; and I will affure the Remarker, in the 
mean time, that I have not ſtole any part of the 
ſaid demonſtration out of his ſingular demonſtra. 
tion already recited, for I am not ſo covetous as to 
incroach upon what I think is any part of another 
man's property; and if he and his confederates 
were 5 the ſame temper, it is probable there had 
been no occaſion for this diſpute. 

R. As to his offer, Whether it is not for the 


« nation's intereſt to carry on the trade by ex-. 


<« cluding. the ſeparate traders, and commit the 
charge to a collective ſociety of his Intelligent 
« people.. 

A. Here is 4 i inſtance af the Remarker' 
diſtorted method of reciting quotations, for in the 
3d page of the introduction formerly men- 
tioned , I. ſtated the main queſtion in debate 
expreſoly thus, Whether, as we are now cir- 
cumſtanced with relation to our foreign com- 
« petitors on the coaſt of Africa, it may be 
thought more adviſcable, for the nation's inte- 
« reſt and advantage, to carry on that trade by a 
« collective ſociety of capable and intelligent 
emen, having one and the ſame joint-ſtock, in- 
« tereſt, deſigns, and uniform rules of govern. 
ment and eee, with excluſive privr 
4171 . net} 139 leges, 
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i ſeges &c. or by all ſuch perſons, indiſtinctly, 
ic 2. — mind to trade oy np when and how | 
they pleaſe, with ſeparate ſtocks, divided inte- 
«/refts;” and different defigns and rules of ma- 
nagement? But how faithfully the Remarker 
repeated” it again, the reader may eaſily judge, by 
comparing this with the immediate preceding pa- 
ragraph, as he recites it. I plodded on, in my 
dull way, and wrote fix full chapters on all the 
ſeveral heads relating to the trade to Africa, with 
all the ſmall ſtock of reaſoning that I am maſter of, 
and then reſumed the ſame queſtion again in the 
25th page of the Firſt Part of theſe Reflections“, 
before I adventured to give any poſitive anſwer to 
that queſtion. However, the Remarker (it ſeems) 
thinks it all loſt time that has been beſtowed in 
writing any thing touching the nature and circum- 
ſtances of the trade, or the conſtitutions of foreign 
companies, or the examples of other nations, or 
any arguments founded upon the principles of 
common reaſon ; for he takes not the leaſt notice 
of any of theſe, but very briefly, he being a man 
of buſineſs, and loving diſpatch, gives the fol- 
lowing moſt pertinent, diſcreet, and comprehen- 
ive anſwer ; an anſwer truly worthy of the pen- 
on Eo 5 
R. In anſwer, it is demanded whether it is rea- 
ſonable to ſhut up all the linnen-drapers ſhops 
between Aldgate and Temple-Bar, and commit 
the charge of that trade to one perſon only; or 
afe' to exclude 200 ſkilful merchants of Great- 
Britain and the Plantations, of good credit and 
reputation, © well acquainted with this abſtruſe 
trade, the moſt beneficial of all others to the na- 
aon, and commit the charge thereof to a company 
Wercluſive (provided they are not bankruprs) and 
| CCF | but 
Vide page 145 of this volume. 
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1 but four of whoſe 24 managers are uſually mer. 
chants; the other collective intelligent perſons, a; 
the author terms them, know not one word of 
trade, commerce, or any other buſineſs than what 
is practiſed in Exchange-allex. 
A. I never heard that it was allowable, by the rules 
of fair reaſoning, to anſwer one queſtion by put- 
ting another, © retorquere non. eſt reſpondere.” 
There ought firſt to be a direct anſwer given to 
the queſtion firſt ſtated, and then retort and wel-. 
come: but the Remarker ſcorning (it ſeems) to Ml 
ſubje& himſelf to ſuch childiſh rules as are uſually Wl { 
a taught to boys at ſchool, anſwers the queſtion firlt MI « 
": ſtated by putting three other queſtions (very per. W| ; 
_ 0 
y 
n 
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tinent ones no doubt) all in one breath, as 
are recited in the preceding paragraph. This way 
of reaſoning, I confeſs, is new to me; however, 
ſince I am willing to learn of ſo great a maſter az Ml | 
the Remarker is, I hope he will allow me to fol. n 
low his own worthy example in ſome meaſure; n 
| and, upon the ſuppoſition that he will agree to Wl 'v 
that preliminary, I will adventure to anſwer his MW 1c 
three puzzling queſtions, thus: 
1. Pray what affinity has the linnen-drapers MW C 
ſhops between Aldgate and Temple-Bar to the MW mn 
nature and uncommon circumſtances of the trade MW of 
on the coaſt of Africa? Have the French, W re 
Dutch, Danes, Brandenburghers and Portuguese tr: 
any forts and caſtles between Aldgate and Templc- 
Bar? Are all, or any of the linnen-drapers with- 
in the aforeſaid limits, in any danger or fear of 
having their ſhops-plundered, their throats cut, &c. 
by any of the aforeſaid nations, or their ſeveral 
barbarous allies, the natives of Africa, without 
the hopes of having juſtice done upon the criml- 
nals for the want of proper courts of judicaturt 
within the whole kingdom? and are they obliged 
5 5 to 
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to maintain conſtant garriſons and ſtanding forces, 
to prevent their being ſurprized every day and 
night in the year? Well, it is a happy thing to 
have a ſingular talent in ſtating parallel caſes ! and 
I muſt own the Remarker is ſo very lucky that 
way, that it is pity he ſhould have the bad fortune 
to be always miſunderſtood by his dull readers. 
2. Pray how many of the Remarker's 200 
ſkilful merchants of Great-Britain and the Planta- 
tions, of good credit and reputation, well ac- 
quainted with this abſtruſe trade,” have ſigned the 
eparate traders petition to the honourable Houſe 
Commons? I am afraid they will be all com- 
prehended (ſuch as they are) within the number 26, 
otherwiſe the copy which I ſaw of their petition 
was not a true one. Now I muſt beg the Re- 
marker's leave to look a little back, and put him 
in mind of the apology which he made in his firſt 
ſemark on page 18, viz. © The ſeparate traders 
never were with any of the lords of trade, nor 
were any of their perſons ever known to their 
lordſhips, till a long time after thoſe accounts 
were demanded, and given in from the African 
Company,” which, by the by, was but about 15 
months ago at moſt. What, none of the perſons 
of theſe 200 ſkilful merchants, of good credit and 
reputation, and well acquainted with this abſtruſe 
trade, eyer known to the lords commiſſioners for 
trade before the aforeſaid time] Pray, Mr. Re- 
marker, let me adviſe you to keep that as a ſecret, 
let it be buried in oblivion, and never ſo much as 
once whiſpered again from this time forward, leſt 
it ſhould happen to come to the cars of ſome ma- 
licious perſon or other, who might be apt to make 
ſereral impertinent inferences, and ſay, among 
other things, that they muſt all then be but a 
pack of very obſcure What d'ye Call'ums.“ 
. e 5 Net, 
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Yet, as there is no general rule without an excep. 
tion, I can aſſure you, Mr, Remarker, for your 
comfort, that I can name two very honeſt and 
worthy gentlemen who have traded to Africa, 
ſeparately, for ſome years paſt; and yau know, 
honeſty is ſo ſcarce a commodity in this wicked 
age, eſpecially in your way of open trading to 
Africa (if the contents of the Second Part of theſe 
Reflections be true) that we ought to put a great 
value upon it wherever we find it. 


As to the Remarker's 34 queſtion, I am ſo 
much in loye with it that I muſt 'repeat it over 
again, viz. R. Whether it is reaſonable to commit 
the charge of this abſtruſe trade to a company ex. 
clufive (provided they are not bankrupts) and but 
four of whoſe 24 managers are uſually merchants, 
the other collective intelligent perſons, as the au- 
thor terms them, know not one word of trade, 
commerce, or any other buſineſs than what is 
Ppractiſed in Exchange- allex xf. 

A. Since the Remarker has (it ſekms) ſuffered 
the tranſports of his fury and paſſion to get ſo far 
the aſcendant over all his reaſonable faculties, as 
to indulge the licentiouſneſs of his pen to the moſt 
extravagant degree imaginable, in the generality 
of all his aſſertions, it is no wonder if, inſtead of 
ſolid arguments to maintain theſe, he recurs now 
to calumny, ſlander and detraction, as the laf 
refuge of all ſuch difpytants _ 

But to ſhew with how little regard to the com- 
mon rules of decency, good manners, ſincerity or 
truth, he has preſumptuouſly endeavoured to tra- 
duce the characters of fuch worthy gentlemen a 
the preſent managers of the Royal African Com- 
pany, in genera] terms, meerly with deſign td 
anſwer his own indirect purpoſes at this juncture, 
I cannot forbear publiſhing to the wr the 
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ſeveral names and deſignations of all the preſent 


members of the Court of Aſſiſtants of the afore- 
{aid Company, together with ſome few hints of 
their reſpective characters, as merchants and men 
of buſineſs; and if, in ſo doing, I may happen to 
commit any miſtake (ſince, upon my veracity, I 
do it without their privity or conſent) I hope the 
innocence and juſtice of my intention may, in 
ſome meaſure, plead my excuſe: and I will aſſure 
the Remarker, before-hand, that they are not 

ſuch obſcure perſons as he makes his 200 ſkilful 
merchants (the ſeparate traders) to be, when he 
apologizes for them, in ſaying, © That none of 
their perſons were ever known to the lords com- 
miſſioners of trade, &c,” . 


ere eee 
proper motto 18 | „ 15 


“Regio floret p : 
ons. cCioq; regnum.” ? 


rocinio commercium, commer- 


Which may be rendered into Engliſh thus, 


„As a kingdom flouriſheth by trade, ſo trade 
flouriſheth by having the countenance and pro- 
tection of the Royal Sovereign.“ 


King Charles II. as a mark of his royal favour 
and particular regard to the adyancement of the 
African trade, beſtowed upon the company of 
adventurers the denomination of the Roy AL ArRI- 
can Company of ENGLAND, There ſeems to be 
ſomething of magnificence even in the very title 
elf, and ought to carry reſpect along with it; 
ber ſtill the more, when it is conſidered that, to 
ar up the dignity of that title, the company, 
fince their firſt eſtabliſhment, never, to this _ 
oF | - 
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had any other than royal perſons. as [their gover. 


nors. 
Upon their firſt eſtabliſhment, | in 1672, they 
hols the Duke of York. to be their governor, 
who continued to be ſo, from year to year, even 
after his 7 to the 4 7 Agar the abdi. 
cation of King James, King William 
as their Sem. 2 Upon. King Willy 'S ON 
his Royal Highneſs Prince a 
ſucceeded, 155 ſince his Royal * 
the general court of rs cho e the Qu Queen's 
moſt excellent Majeſty 2 170 God 159: preſerve) 
to ſucceed' as governor for this year, and, I hope, 
ſhall continue fo to be for many ſucceeding years 
yet to come. TIN 

Now, as to the gentlemen of the court. of al- 


ſiſtants, whom the Remarker points at, under the | 
general name of managers, in his foul-mouth'd | 


inſinuations. 

Sir William Withers, knight and alderman, is 
ſub-governor of the company ; he is well known 
to be a very eminent merchant, was lord- mayor 
of the city of London laſt year, and is now a 
member of the honourable Houſe of Commons. 
Thomas Pindar, Ef deputy-governor, 1s alſo 
a merchant, - in the Con practice of all matters 
relating to foreign and domeſtick trade, ever ſince 
he was a youth of about 15 or 16 years of age. 

Note, That though theſe two gentlemen had 
ſerved out the ordinary time allowed by the com- 
pany's by-laws, as ſub-goyernor, and deputy-go- 
vernor of the company, yet, by a ſpecial act of 
the general court © of adventyrers, they are conti: 
nued in the fame tations for this year likewiſe, in 
conſideration of their eminent ſervices to the com- 
pany, as well as of their great knowledge and ex- 
perience in all matters relating to the African 

5 trade, 


nude; and the low circumſtances of the company, 
boch before and during the time of their admini- 
tration, made their care ſo much the more need- 
f Sir Jonathan Andrews, knight, is known to be 
: perſon ſingularly well verſed in the knowledge 
of all matters relating to ſhipping and navigation, 
and to the African trade in general, was for man 
years employed in the Eaſt- India trade abroad, has 
been, for ſeveral years ſince, a manager of that 
and the African trade at home, and is, at this 
time, a manager of the united Eaſt-India trade 
Sir Thomas Cooke, knight and alderman. His 
character and ſingular ſkill in all matters relating 
to trade and buſineſs has been long fince very ob- 
vious to this and ſeveral other nations; and he is 
a manager of the united Eaſt-India trade likewiſe. 
John Cooke, Eſq; is ſon to the aforeſaid Sir 
Thomas Cooke, was bred a . merchant in Spain, 
and is now a manager of the united Eaſt-India 
trade likewiſe. f 52 5 "TH Eh . 
John Cutting, Eſq; was bred a merchant in 
Italy, and is very well verſed in all matters relating 
to accounts and merchandizing. 
Sir Francis Daſhwood, knight and baronet, is 
known to be a perſon well educated, and always 
converſant in buſineſs as a merchant ; he is like- 
d Wi a manager of the Eaſt-India trade, and is 
„ Wow a member of the honourable Houſe of Com- 
0- Winons, {33 
of . Sir William Fazakerley, knight, is publickly 
known to be a perſon well educated and verſed in 
buſineſs, and particularly in the knowledge and 
n. experience of buying all ſorts of goods proper for 
the African trade, and is preſent chamberlain A 
” 1 the 
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| P of London, Which is known to be ply 
of rea truſt and erecli t.. 
James Gohier was bred 4 wierchant,. and 


is anale well verſed in the Weſt- India trat. 
Wilham Humphreys, all fe 4e alderma, 
1 known to be well verſed, all 2 both! n 
foreign and domeſtick buſineſs. 
e Hall, Eid, wes bred. a merchant, I 
been in the practice of merchandizing all his day; 
he lived ſome years abroad, has been many yen 
a manager of the African trade, and has partie. 
lar e of what: may concern the improx 
ment thereof, in all the ſeveral branches of the 
_ ſame, and is a t of the united un 
trade likewiſQ. 
re Jory, Eſq; was bred a merchant in the 
I Wer ain, a conſiderable planter, and for may 
years, a manager of the African trade, inſomuck 
that he is known to be well verſed i in moſt of il 
the branches of that valuable trade. 
John Morgan, Eſq; a merchant from his i 
fancy, is well known to be a man of great buſint 
in trade, and particularly well verſed in all matter 
relating to the African e as being many yea 
ot 1 thereof. 0 
Arthur Moor, Ela; 6 is a | gentleman well knom 
to be, for many years, verſed in variety of buſinels 
of great conſequence, is a manager of the united 
Eaſt India trade likewiſe, and a member of the 
honourable Houſe of Commons. 
John Nicolſon, Eſq; well known to be a mat 
of eminent {kill in all matters relating to ſhipping 
and navigation, was ſeveral years employed in tht 
Eaſt-India trade abroad, and has been ſince 4 
manager of the African trade for many years. 


* ' * 
* * 
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Mr. Steven Pendarves is a gentleman known to 
pe well verſed in buſineſs, and is a preſent manager 
of the Eaſt- India trade likewiſe, 5 5 5 

Mr. Philip Shephard was converſant in buſineſs 
from his infancy, and is well verſed in the kyow- 
ledge and experience of buying all forts of goods 
proper for the African trade. 

Mr. William Maſon has been always a man of 
ter . buſineſs, and was hed high 
ſheriff of the county of Surrey. : 

William 8 — is 5 gentleman of ap- 

ved capaci , Induſtry and integrity, known 
obe cn rg in buſineſs of confiderable 
conſequence; and is a manager of the Eaſt-India 
trade likewiſe, 

Thomas Lake, Ef is a connkelith at law, has 
been many years a member of the Royal African 
Company; his liberal education and great induſtry 
has rendered him very knowing in all manner of 
buſineſs, and has ſerved in ſeveral other publick 
capacities of great truſt. 

Sir James Grey, haronet, is a gentleman pub- 
lckly known to be converſant in buſineſs of ve 
conſiderable conſequence, both for himſelf and 
others, in the cities of London and Weſtminſter, 

&. for many years together, and is a manager = 
the Eaſt· India trade allo. | : 

Mr. William Elliot is likewiſe well known to be 
a man of very conſiderable buſineſs, for many 
years to ene as he is ſtill to this hour, and the 
entireneſs of his character and reputation is very 
well known both in South and North-Britain. 

Mr. John Campbell is a perſon whoſe character 
tuns, as near as may be, parallel with chat * 

Mr. Elliot above- named. 

Note. Theſe three gentlemen, Grey, Elliot and 
M. Campbell, are natives of Scotland, which ſhews 

| that, 
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that, in the election of perſons fitly qualifie fy 


united kingdom; and theſe three perſons ar 


and is known to have a great acquaintance and in 


do ſufficiently denote his capacity for buſineſs. 


venturers in the joint-ſtock of the company, # 
well as with many perſons of the greateſt rank 


3 


* 


being members of the court of aſſiſtants of th 
Royal African Company, there is no diſtin&iq 
made with regard to the natives of any part of the 


known to have acquired «conſiderable fortune: 
chiefly by their own induſtry, capacity, and ap. 
plication to buſineſs, which is no great argument 
(as the Remarker would inſinuate) that they ar 
ſtrangers to all manner of buſineſs. 
Sir John Germain, haronet, is a gentleman of 
a conſiderable fortune, deeply concerned in the 
joint-ſtock of the company (as all the former are) 


tereſt with the principal adventurers in the ſtock, 
and alſo with many perſons of the greateſt rank 
and quality in the kingdom; and his acquiſition 


John Duncomb, Eſq; is a gentleman vel 
known to be converſant in publick and privat 
buſinefs of great conſequence for many years tog: 
ther. eee nee 
James Blake, Eſq; is a gentleman of a good 
fortune, deeply concerned in the joint-ſtock df 
the company, and is known to have a conſiderable 
acquaintance and intereſt with the principal ad: 


and quality, which, together with his liberal edu- 
cation, has ſufficiently qualified him for having a 
general knowledge in any buſineſs. _ 


Note, That conſidering there are many perſons thi 
of ſeveral degrees, and of both ſexes, concernedſiſ 2 
in the joint-ſtock of the company, it was thought nan 
always reaſonable that the adminiſtration thereof Hac 
ſhould not be wholly confined to the managementF® | 


of merchants only, and therefore the general cou 
of 
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oF idventurers thought fit, from time to time, to 
have a mixture of ſome other gentlemen of known 
parts and capacities, to be ſharers in the admini- 
tration, for the more general ſatisfaction of all 
erned ; and as the reaſonableneſs thereof may 
ſufficiently appear from the contents of page 140, 
141, and 142, of this volume, ſo we have the 
authority of that great maſter of trade, in all the 
ſpeculative and practical parts thereof, Sir Joſiah 
Child, for it, that any ſociety of trade, conſiſting 
of a mixture of noblemen, gentlemen, and mer- 
chants, is much more likely to anſwer the ends of 
an, united and joint management, in matters of 
trade, than if it conſiſted of merchants only. 

By this time, I hope, the reader may be fully 
ſatisfied as to the Remarker's diſingenuity in that 
ſcandalous general character under which he would 
have the managers of the Royal African Company 
to paſs, in the opinions of the ignorant and moſt 
undiſcerning part of mankind, and of ſuch others 
as have not had occaſion to be particularly ac- 
quainted with either the perſons or characters of 
theſe worthy gentlemen above-named. 
Now, fince I have endeavoured to gratify tte 
Remarker's humour, by expoſing the names and 
characters of the aforeſaid 26 members of the court 
of aſſiſtants of the Royal African Company {whom 
he calls 24 managers) I hope I may claim the pri- 
vilege of aſking him three modeſt queſtions, viz. 

1. Will the Remarker be pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 
the names of ſuch of theſe 26 gentlemen as he 
thinks are bankrupts ? e 

2. Will he likewiſe be pleaſed to diſtinguiſh the 
names of ſuch of them as know not one word of 
rade, commerce, or any other buſineſs than what 
8 practiſed in Exchange-alley ? (which is his 
3 learned 


tk 


# 
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learned allegorical phraſe for what he and other 
commonly call ftock-jobbing.) And, 
3. Will he be pleaſed to ſubjoin his own name 
and deſignation, as owning himſelf to be the wor. 
thy author of thoſe characters which he fo liberal 
beſtowed upon them, in his diſcreet queſtion afore. 
mentioned ? No; I ſuppoſe he will not be covetoys 
of having the honour to be exalted above the re 
of the people near Exchange-alley ; but if he ad. 
venture to try the experiment, I hereby engage to 
ſubjoin 3 to this and the two rp 
of theſe Reflections. = 
But to return from this ſeeming digreſſion, | 
take it for granted that any intelligent and diſinte- 
reſted perſon whatſoever will, upon due conſiders 
: tion of the reaſons formerly given in the Firſt Par 
of theſe Reflections, allow that the trade to Africa 
may be carried on, under one uniform and regula 
management, to much better purpoſes, in il 
_ reſpects whatſoever, than can poſſibly be done by 
any confuſed number of perſons, having divided 
intereſts and deſigns, as well as different and in. 
terfering rules of management; and this is that 
which I have, all along, undertaken to prove, by 
many concurring arguments, founded upon the 
uncommon nature and circumſtances of the trade 
to Africa, the common principles of reaſon, the 
experience of all ages, and the political topicks IF 
and univerſal practice of all other European na- 
tions: all which arguments the Remarker has 
thought fit (for brevity's ſake) to paſs over in 
ſilence, without ſo much as attempting to anſwe 
any one of them, otherwiſe than by raiſing a con- 
fuſed and unintelligible clamour and noiſe con- 2 
cerning the private diſpute between the preſent Je 
company and ſeparate traders to Africa ah - 
. | | WICH | 
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hich, in — humble opinion, is a very imperfect 
ind prepoſterous way ot infarming either houſe of 

prliament;| in order to ſettle a national conſtitu- 
101 ſuitable to the ſingular nature and uncommon 
circumſtances of that trade. 

Yet however, ſince, in purſuing my main de- 
fgn, 1 have obliquely concerned myſelf in that 
vate diſpute alſo, as being fully convinced that 
the company have been extremely injured in that 
matter, I will proceed (according to my concep- 
ton of things) to conſider the merits of that di- 
pute, in all the parts thereof. 
| It is certain that contraries peur beſt by 
ating them oppoſite one to the other; and there- 
fore,” ſince the Remarker is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 
tie ſeparate traders by ſuch advantageous general 
Mracters, as that of fſkilful merchants of good 
edit and reputation, well acquainted with this 
bſtruſe trade, &c.“ it is but fair and equal that 
names of all the 27 merchants, ſeparate tra- 
ters, from the port of London to the coaſt of 
Africa (as they call themſelves) who ſigned the 
petition lately given in to the honourable Houſe 
of Commons, be likewiſe inſerted here, to the end 
dat the reader may be the better able to compare 
eir ſeveral qualities, qualifications and characters 
ren jointly conſidered, though their meaſures be 
kparate) with that of the 26 gentlemen, managers 
if the Royal African Company, Aore- named, and 
rm a * accordingly, _ 
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The names of the aforeſaid petitioning ſeparate 
ders are: 


Thomas Taylor | George Kelthorpe 
ſent John Lodington Robert Brooke 
ny Nicholas Goodwin Edward Jeffreys 
ich Benjamin Henſhaws John Browne 
Peregrine 
5 Wee 
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Jus ohn Burridge, jun. Thomas Lloyd 
Humphrey Morris Charles Rent 
JAMES WAYTE _ Richard Harris 
Abraham Houlditch Iſaac Millner 
John Goodman Thomas Smith 
Juohn Radbourne Peter Paggen 
Benjamin Hatley Joſeph Martin 
Benjamin Bradley Joſeph Smith. 
Cornelius Deaaoe»n 


For aught I can tell, of my own proper knoy. 
ledge, all theſe may be very honeſt and capable 
gentlemen; but the truth is, I never ſpoke wit 
any of them in the whole courſe of my life, and! 
ſhould be loth to give ſuch particular character of 
any man (eſpecially in a publick manner, and 
upon the information of others) as I hare 
heard of ſome of them; only thus far I will freeh 
adventure to ſay, that (it ſeems) ſome of then 
have a greater liking to the African trade, than to 
the callings to which (as I am informed) they have 
been bred; and I have good ground to believe} 
that, upon enquiry, it will be found that ſome 0 
them never made any entries of (at leaſt in 
their own names) for the coaſt of Africa, and arc 
2 in, for company's ſake, meerly to join in 
the Chorus againſt the company, as other petition 
have been induſtriouſly procured (for the ſake of 
clamour only) from places and perſons who nevi 
traded to Africa ſince the beginning of the Jail 
century (whatever they did formerly) nor in al 
probability ever will, in our days. However 
fince I know that clamour makes no ſmall part oF -: 
the Remarker's arguments, I will not rob him 0 
any part of that too frequently ſucceſsful inge 
dient, but refer it to himſelf to print the name, 
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of theſe. petitioning 27 ſeparate traders, and of the 

reſt of his 200 {kiltul merchants, with ſuch parti- 
cular deſignations and reſpective diſtinguiſhing 

characters as he thinks they deſerve; for the trut 

is, Lam not a fit perſon to give characters of 
them, becauſe there are ſome, even of the afore- 
ſaid 27 petitioning ſeparate traders, of whom I 
have as yet got no manner of account, either good 
or bad, though I have made ſome enquiry; only 
let the Remarker take this ſhort memorandum 
along with him, as a poſition to be demonſtrated 
in the zu chapter of this Third Part of theſe Re- 
flections, viz. That whatever knowledge and ſkill 
the aforeſaid ſeparate traders, yea, or any of the 
reſt of her Majeſty's ſubjects have, or can juſtly 
pretend to have, of the true nature and circum- 
ſtances of the trade to Africa, the ſame is chiefly, 
if not wholly, owing to the ſole induſtry, care and 
kdulous application of the Royal African Com- 

pany, and thoſe*whom they employed in the ſe- 
reral qualities of generals, chiefs, agents, factors, 
correſpondents, maſters and navigators of ſhips, 
luper-cargoes, chirurgeons, ſecretaries, clerks, ac- 
comptants, book-keepers, caſhiers, ſtore and warg- 
. &c. either abroad or at home. 
And by what I can learn, few or. none of theſe 
proved ever treacherous to the ſeveral and reſpec- 
dye truſts repoſed in them by the company, be- 
lore infractions were made upon the privileges of 
the company's charter ; but then indeed the pri- 
Fate traders came to have too tempting an oppor- 
tunity of ſeducing the company's fervants, | as 
being the moſt effectual method they could think 
of, to ruin the company and compaſs their own 
pivate ends, which (to me at leaſt) ſeems to be a 
ery unnatural kind of conſpiracy againſt a com- 
er. V. e pany, 
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pany, who (L am fully convinced) have been both 
the founders and preſervers of that trade to the 


to Africa, he ſufficiently owns t 


tl 
"ing the patent for an excluſive trade were vey ® 


Ke. He urges that the company's exports 


4 
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WWTTa_ TT TORRES 7 Is 
Ke. In his chapter of the progreſs of the trade 
ate incl 
nations of the nation for an open trade. 
Ai. In that chapter I have (as I humbly appre. 


hend) demonſtrated that the impraRicability f 


carrying on and preſerving the trade to Africa, in 


an open method, was always the occaſion of eſta. 
bliſfhing companies, from time to time, with ex. 


| 
cluſive privileges, by charters under the great ſel i 
of England, and that, whenever infractions were il © 
made upon theſe privileges, the trade fell alway Ml 
of courſe into diſorders, and often came to be 
quite relinquiſhed, till ſome excluſive joint-ſtock 
company was again eſtabliſhed, according to the © 
conftant practice of all other European nations. 
EK. And ttis well known, the means of obtain. 


PR 


indirect, c. 
Al. It is well known that the Remarker and hö © 


confederates have often endeavoured to amuſe the W 
heedleſs multitude with invidious and ſcandalous 


ſuggeſtions of this kind, and it is as well know 
that they could never, to this hour, condeſcent 
upon, and much leſs prove, in Græcas calendas, 
any one ſingle indirect ſtep taken for obtaining 
the Royal African Company's patent: but if peo 
ple will ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon, b 
ſuch ridiculous ſuggeſtions as theſe, inſtead 0 
ſolid arguments, © qui vult decipi decipiatur.” 
peace, when they were excluſive, were 70,0006 
value, which is much doubted. _ | 
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o doubt, the Remarker thinks. that his 


own affected doubting of the company's having 


made 75 ſuch exports as 70,000/. per ann. ought 
to paſs for a ſufficient confutation of that, and all 
other points of fact urged in favour of the com- 
pany, in the 6th page of the Firſt Part of theſe 
Reflections “, though he ſlurs all the reſt over in 

| filence, and, according to his notable way of di- 

_ ſtorting the meaning of things for his own pur- 
pale, muſt needs add this qualification to what I 

Wl urged, viz. © When they (the company) were 
extluſive, in time of peace,” and from thence 
would inſinuate what he and his confederates 
haye often endeavoured to inculcate elſewhere, viz. 
That the company enjoyed the benefit of their 
excluſive privileges in time of war too, till the 
act of parliament, 1697, though it is certain that 
they have not been excluſive, at any time, ſince 
the Revolution. And indeed, by the natural 
courſe of that trade, if it were upon the foot of an 
excluſive conſtitution, I ſez no material reaſon 
why our exports to Africa may not at all times be 
tegulated, chiefly by the demand that ſhall happen 
to be for European goods on that coaſt, and for 
Negroes in the Weſtern Plantations, without any 
immediate regard to peace or war in Europe, be- 
cauſe the difference of freight and inſurance (if 
that were all) ought rather to be an argument for 
* our exports in time of war. 
ut to let the world ſee with how little reaſon 

tie Remarker ſeems to doubt of the reality of 
theſe exports, urged to have been made by the 
00 ways African Company, conſtantly, while they 
bad the trade excluſive, here are ſubjojned the 
particular yearly exports made by them for nine 


I. N 


ears together Jucceſſively, and immediately pre- 
* aw 1 2 ceding 


* Vide page 88 of this volume. 


.. 


276 REFLECTIONS on 


ceding che Revolution (excluſive of any Other 
ſhips' which traded then by ag company s per- 
miſſion) W 


1 I 8 2 
TOE C1680 . | ag 

| | | 1681| VEST" 15: 1t- 
| ee 89616 18 9 
5 1683 78028 18 © 

| In annoy 1684 >the value oft 54932 11- 75 
| 11685 1 
| | 1686 [00125 12 3 
| 1087 | . 3 
1688 1 


Total 635456 1 11 


which, in an average, makes more than 70, ooo! 

per ann. and ſhews that the company's computa- 

tions are not (as theſe made by the ſeparate traders 
are always) made at random, but are ſtill within 
compals. | 
It is to be remembered Hier that theſe MW . 
goods were fold to a great advance, about cent, MW 1 
per cent. and that the beſt of Negro flaves colt MW | 
then but about 34. per head, or 3/7. 105. at moſt, 2 
and other African produce, ſuch as gold, &c. h 
proportionably, which made the returns then in- c 
comparably more conſiderable than they have been n 
te 
ſt 
(a 


ever ſince, 
R. But if true, it appears, by an account of 
the 10 per cent. duty given in to the commiſſio - 

ners of trade to Africa, that the exports ſince the] 
trade was laid open were 160,000/. value per ann. b. 
for two years in peace, and ſince the war near 
70,0007. value per ann. in an average, which 
Jufficigntly confirms the benefit of laying open . 

trade, 


my — 
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trade, as to the exportation of Britiſh manufac- 
. e ee ä 
A. By the immediate preceding ſection, it is 
evident that the Remarker's (but if true) mighc 
have been ſaved till ſome further occaſion. What 
he would have us underſtand. by the commiſ- 
ond the reach of my dull comprehenſion ; ſurely 
he would not have the power of the lords com- 
miſſioners for trade limited to the cognizance of 
ſuch matters as relate to the trade to Africa only ! 
I always underſtood (and I till believe it is ſo) 
that their lordſhips commiſſion was ſo extenſive as 
to entitle them to take cognizance of all matters 


„vill willingly be informed, and acknowledge any 
- WH miſtake that he can fix upon me. „ 
rs Then, as to his account of exports, I remember 


that, in ſeveral places, he ſeems to value himſelf 
extremely upon his admirable {kill in numbers, 
and I muſt do him ſo much juſtice as to acknow- 
il. WF ledge that he exerciſes his talent that way, eſpe- 
lt W cially in addition and multiplication, to as much 
it, advantage as any man whatever can well do, when 
c. he thinks it may tend to the advancement of his 
n-W cauſe; but that he magnifies the exports, and 
en makes a vain brag of profit, when the contrary is 
doo melancholy a truth, ſhall be clearly demon- 
oY ftrated when I come to conſider his grols compu- 
lo-: tations upon thoſe heads. „ : 
the K. It is urged likewiſe, as an inſtance of the 
benefit of this trade, that, when the company 
were excluſive, they flouriſhed, and made many 
dividends (hinc illæ lachrymæ) which is feared to 
be true, or elſe they had not been in ſuch a condi- 
tion as they are in at preſent, | 
ES A, Well! 


ſioners of trade to Africa,” is, I muſt own, be- 


relating to trade and. plantations in gegeral ; but 
if the Remarker pleaſe to explain his meaning, 1 
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% ReFLaCTIONS „ 


A. Well! one may as reaſonably hope to waſh 2 
Negro white, as to reclaim this Remarker from the 
incorrigible habit that he has got of making falſe 
quotations, and giving wrong turns to the real 
and plain meaning of things, merely to anſwer his 
own diſtorted purpoſes. Here he would have the 
reader underitand, that the lowneſs of the com. 


aan preſent condition is occaſioned by their 
aving made large dividends of their capital ſtock, 


whereas the real occaſion thereof 1s of a quite con- 
trary nature, as has been already, and ſhall be 
further clearly demonſtrated. But after having, 
in the 88th page of this volume, enumerated 
many ſpecial advantages which the induſtry, care 
and application of the Royal African Company 
had produced to the nation, during the time that 
the trade was carried on by an excluſive conſtitu- 
tion, the ſubſtance of that whole ſection is re- 
ſumed again expreſsly in theſe general terms, 
And in effect they managed matters fo as that, 
for ſeveral years together, that trade did not only 
produce an annual dividend of certain profits to 
all the particular adventurers in the joint-ſtock, 
beſide a multiplication of their capital, but like- 
wile ſeveral other publick and national advantages 
to the whole kingdom, and the Britiſh plantations 
in general.“ And de facto it was ſo; for it will 
ſtill appear, by the company's books, that, over- 
and-above the faid dividends, they had improved 
their capital ſtock to ſeveral hundreds per cent. 
and would probably have continued to have made 
a proportional improvement ſtill, if an inundation 
of interlopers hat not broke in upon their privi- 
leges, ſoon after the Revolution, cc. 
K. As to his complaint of the ſeparate traders 
leſſening the company's credit, what credit can 2 
man have? &c. e 
A. Here 


1e 
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A, Here the Remarker, once in his life-time, 
has the modeſty not to deny the fact, as being 
indeed too palpably known, and particularly 
youched, by innumerable inſtances, in the Second 
Part of theſe Reflections, but, according to his 
ordinary method, endeavours to ſhift it with one 
of his uſual ſupercilious queſtions, which, to ſhew 
his wiſdom, he ſtates by way of a parable, where- 
in he very liberally compliments the gentlemen of 
of the company, under the cloak of his diſtorted 
parable, with the . epithet of knave, 
bankrupt, &c. Theſe are the rhetorical flowers 
with which this Remarker thinks fit to embelliſh 
his judicious parables, which puts me in mind of 


Solomon's ſaying, The legs of the lame are not 
equal; ſo is a parable in the mouth of fools “.“ 
And truly, in my humble opinion, the company 


may very juſtly complain in the words of the 
ſame wiſe man, Wrath 1s cruel, and anger is 
9 59 8 | 3 f 1 ; MT 

outrageous; but who 1s able to ſtand before 
envy +?” The company's credit, reputation, 
and ſucceſs in their undertakings, were indeed 
envied, while they had the trade excluſive, and I 
need not repeat Mere the grounds and occaſion of 


their preſent low circumſtances, that being already 


made ſufficiently evident elſewhere. 

R. In his progreſs of the trade to Africa, the 
author taxes many ſeparate traders with repenting 
that they ever traded to Africa, and of divers 


abuſes committed by them on the coaſt, But his 


gnorance appears in nothing more than in the firſt 
of theſe two aſſertions, becauſe none of the ſepa- 
rate traders, that have continued the trade, have 
reaſon to repent, but are able to pay their juſt 


debts, without coming a-begging to have their 


4 neigh- 


* Prov, 26, 7. f Prov. 27, 4 
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neighbours thrown out of their employment, that 
they may be ſet up again in their room. 


A. By the Cuſtom-houſe entries it a appears, that 
the number of perſons who traded ſeparately to 
Africa, from year to year, ſince the commence. 
ment of the act of parliament, 165 97 to this year, 
are as followeth, VIZ, 


Yeard: - Numbers of Traden 
1698 . — 16 
„ e non FGop NaraiND | 
1700 — — — — — 144 
fw a, wo _ 
AIG 0, 9, ——_ os 
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r V 
1706 — — — — — 40 
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It appears likewiſe, that ſome who traded the 
firſt year diſcontinued the ſecond, though others 


came then in; that ſome who traded the ſecond 


[ear diſcontinued the third; and fo they ſucceeded 
and diſcontinued progreſſively, from year to year, 


till that, of between 4 and 500 ſeveral perſons 
who traded ſeparately to the coaſt of Africa, ſince 


the commencement of the aforeſaid act, there are 


but 27 who have made any entries thither in the 


year 1708, So, whether my ignorance, or the 
Remarker's difingenuity, in relation to this point 
of fact, © that many ſeparate traders repented 
their having ever traded to Africa,” be molt ap- 
parent, the reader is, by this time, pretty able to 
judge. But indeed his (BECausz) is ſuch a ſur- 
prizing one, as 1s only peculiar | to the Remarker $ 

own 
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own ſingular method of reaſoning, viz. None 
of the (27) ſeparate traders, that have continued 
the trade, have (as he ſays) reaſon to repent ;”* 
therefore none of the 400 and odd perſons, who 
have relinquiſhed it, have any reaſon to repent 
hat they ever traded to Africa, This is one of 
the Remarker's natural conſequences. Well, I 
will vow it is no ſmall piece of penance to any one 
o be obliged to read, and much more to anſwer, 
{ch a rhapſody of incoherent ſtuff as theſe re- 
marks that I am thus taking to pieces. 
However, I cannot but obſerve here, that as 
no more than 27 ſeparate traders have made entries 
x the Cuſtom-houſe, for the coaſt of Africa, in 
the year 1708, ſo the very fame number, though 
tot all of them the ſame perſons, have figned their 
hte petition to the honourable Houle of Com- 
nons; the reaſon of which may ſeem to be this, 
That poſſibly ſome of thoſe who made ſeparate 
entries were not willing to put themſelves upon a. 
Evel with the reſt ; but the reſt being (it ſeems) 
klolved to keep up their compleat number, got 
Ithers to liſt themſelves as gentlemen-volunteers, 
tough they made no entries at all, as may be ſeen 
by paring their names with the Cuſtom-houſe 
a Rag 
Then, as to the Remarker's ſuggeſting, that the 
ampany comes a-begging to have their neigh- 
urs thrown out of their employment, that they. 
ay ſet up again in their room, certainly either he 
wroets himſelf extremely, or he muſt think that 
his readers have very treacherous memories, not , 
remember that, about 20 years ago, there was 
It ſo much as one ſeparate trader to Africa, from 
part of her Majeſty's dominions, but all the 
ade to Africa was then commonly underſtood to 
| the property, as well as in the poſſeſfion of the 


Royal 
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Royal African Company; nor was there any ſepa- 
rate trader to Africa licenſed ever by act of par- 
Hament, before the year 1697: and yet this Re. 
marker writes with ſuch an air, as if the company 
were only new upſtarts and violent intruders (for. 
footh) upon the ſeparate traders rights and priyi. 
leges, though, at the ſame time, nothing is more 
certain, than that the company have been the ſole 

. recoverers, founders and preſervers of that trade 
to this nation, and, beyond all peradventure, they, 

or {ome ſuch other company, muſt” be ſo ſtill, if 
we have not a mind to make a compliment of it | 
to. the French or Dutch, or both. But I finda 
good ſtock of aſſurance is a very prevailing argu. 
ment in our age, and I will do fo much juſtice to 
the Remarker, as to own, that he is not in danger 
of turning bankrupt in that commodity. 

— Indeed the calamities of this war have borne 
very hard on the pee traders, who have loſt WW 
more therein than the company traded for fince W' 
the act; and though they loſt 22 ſhips and car- WI” 

out of the trade laſt year, of above 70,000}, 8MI'* 
value, yet they have 30 ſail of ſhips now employed ft 
in this trade. 5 5 

A. Now, with the Remarker's good leave, I 
will adventure time about, to make ſome remarks WM 
on this paragraph of his, . 

1. Here 1s a voluntary acknowledgment, in the 
firſt place, that, ſince the beginning of this war, 
the ſeparate traders have loſt more therein than 
the company have traded for ſince the commence 
ment of the act. This looks ſomewhat like frank 
dealing, and therefore, that I may not ſeem to 
croſs him in all his poſitions, I freely own that! 
think it one of the greateſt truths in his whole 
bock; yet, that we may not, between us, leave 

the reader in the dark, as to what this great 1 

2 | | 35a. +5 | ma) 
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ny. juſtly be ſuppoſed to amount to, I intend to 
we a particular view thereof, when I come to 
anſider the Remarker's computations, as to ex- 
ports and imports, and do aſſure the reader, in 
he mean time, that the company's whole exports, 
nce the commencement of the act, amounts to 
hout 30g, oo0 J. beſide intereſt, &c. 
2. The Remarker 1s pleaſed to tell us, that 
te ſeparate traders have loſt 22 ſhips and cargoes 
mit of the trade laſt year.“ I have no great mind 
p diſpute the, verity of this point of fact, only I 
ſerve, that the greateſt number of ſhips diſ- 
utched* by the ſeparate traders from the port of 
London to the coaſt of Africa, in any one year, 
dom the year 1703 to the year 1708, was 29 
lips, and in ſome of theſe years not above 18 
lips at moſt; from the Plantations - there were 
wne in all thoſe years, but only ſix ſmall veſſels 
tom Jamaica, and four ſmall veſſels from An- 
igua: from any out-ports in England there were 
tne, but ſome few from Briſtol, and one in one 
far from Plymouth. Now, to loſe 22 ſhips, 


] ˙ 


ech their cargoes, to the value of above 70,0007. 
h any one year, out of ſo ſmall a number of ſhips 
Ian out, looks to me as if either the fact was not 
1 W-0gether true, or, if true, that then ſome people 


dere probably at their repentance, whatever face 
ey may, for other reaſons, think fit to put upon 
t; however, in ſome ſenſe, it is poſſible I may be 
miſtaken, and the Remarker may ſometimes inad- 
ftently happen to blab out a truth; yea, I have 
ard it faid too, that ſome few perſons may per- 
laps be gainers by commiſſion and commiſſion- 
wuſes in the plantations, &c. when, at the ſame 
ne, thoſe chiefly concerned in the property of 
tte ſhips and cargoes (though their names be not 
Mfntioned in the Cuſtom-houſe books) may have 


m 
lar; but the Remarker is a man of ſingular ſki n 
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too muck reaſon to repent that ever they traded | 


Africa. 18. 


3. As to “ the ſeparate traders loſing abow 
10,9001. valve out of their trade laſt year,” Lob. 
ſerve that their greateſt exports in any one year i 
ſince Michaelmas 1704, has been 35,7961. 155, i 
which is conſiderably above. the average of theſs t 
laſt three or four years, taking them altogether, ö 
And now, to Joſe above 70,000/. out of the afor 
ſaid ſum. of 25,796 1. 155. ſeems ſomewhat ſingy- 


in numbets, and I will warrant you he will make 


it out one way or other, with ſhips and all int . 
the bargain,” -and write at the bottom of the ac. 0 
count, “Item, all ſpent.” And yet (which is th ö 
moſt ſingular part of all) neither he, nor any 0 la 
all the ſeparate traders, have any reaſon to repent 4 


| that ever they traded to Africa. | 

4. As to the Remarker's ſaying that, © YM" 
they (the ſeparate traders) have above 30 fail off 
ſhips now employed in this trade,” it is manifell 
by the Cuſtom-houſe entries, that (taking on 
year: with another) there have not been abon q 


three-fafths of that number ſent out to Africa, in 10 


any one year, theſe four or five years laſt paſt, 

K. And as to the abuſes this writer mention 
to have becn committed by private traders on th 10 
natives, the preſent ſeparate traders know notlin A 
thereof, &c. AE | 

A. The Remarker refanzes «ON 2 again p 
the ſeparate traders: very imperfectly, and yet th 
faintneſs of his defence tacitly implies an acknon m 
ledgment of the guilt. But that more ſepara 
traders than one have committed very groſs abuk 
inconſiſtent-with the common rules of humanit 
both with relation to the company and the pag 
on the coaſt of Africa, may be evidently ſeen d 


innu 
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mumerable . inſtances particularly mentioned in 
re Second Part of theſe Refle&tions. - - 

R. What means this man by his ſtory of the 
Dutch cajolling of the private traders, and uſing 
them civilly ? Becauſe their agents and factors 
&ny them water, fire at their boats, impriſon 
ther ſervants, pirate their ſhips, Is he diſpleaſed 
that other nations do not do fo too? „ 
- 4. Here the Remarker comes on again with his 
myſterious queſtions, and that in ſuch an aukward 
nd perplexed dreſs that no man living can under- 
ſand his meaning, otherwiſe than by gueſſing; 
for, if we have regard to common-ſenſe, the or- 
tinary rules of grammar, and propriety of ſpeech, 
the appellative (their agents and factors) muſt re- 
ate either to the Dutch or the ſeparate traders, 
becauſe no other perſon or perſons are any way 
mentioned in the whole ſection; yet, if we may 
pretend to gueſs at his real meaning here, by his 
mumbling and grumbling againſt the Royal Afri- 
can Company elſewhere, and ſince the natural 
meaning of his own words does not ſuit with his 
purpoſe, we muſt underſtand his meaning to be, 
that the agents and factors of the company have 
lone thoſe groſs things here mentioned, and would, 
under the cloak of that ſcandalous and groundleſs 
luggeftion, palliate and wave the conſideration of 
the ſeparate traders tranſactions with the Dutch 
ompany's agents, &c. And really his manner 
of dealing, all along, with the book which he 


pretends to anſwer, puts me in mind of ſeeing an 


as mumbling thiſtles, and of the gingerly pains 
te takes in guarding againſt the prickles, while he 
m—_ == a, | 


« 
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the Remarker cannot, with his good-will, be te. 


of theſe Reflections“; and yet, ſuch is the power 
and 100,000. more out again? Beſides all they 


got by trade, which may be worth while for the 


thing at all of the matter) that what he ſuggeſts b 


the preſervation and maintenance of the company? ſ 


R. What means he by his allegations, that the 
company called in 180,000/, belides their money 
borrowed. ET, 2 0 

A. I meant a plain and evident truth, to whic 


conciled, though it be fully and diſtinctly ex 
preſſed in the gth and 1oth pages of the Firſt Par 


of truth, that inadvertently he does as good as on 
it in his next queſtion. 1 
R. Does he not know they divided that ſun, 


members to enquire into. NE 
A. The Remarker knows (if he knows an 


this queſtion is quite contrary to his own Kknoy 
ledge ; for by the company's books (an extra 
whereof was given in to the lords commiſſioner 
for trade) it appears manifeſtly, that all the dw 
dends made by the company, ever ſince the trad 
was laid open by the act of parliament, 169) 
amounts to no more than 61,130/. in the whok 
ſo that, deducting the common intereſt from the 
reſpective times of their having contributed the 
ſeveral proportions of the aforeſaid 180,000, 


they are ſtill (according to the agreements made A 


the general courts of adventurers) 140, 20 11. 125. 9d the 
out of pocket, of the ſaid advanced ſum; and ie 
deed theſe dividends were only in the nature d E 
premiums for contributing much larger ſums, ff Ag 


forts and ſettlements, and for keeping up the tack 


of a regular trade, till they could have an oppor 
2, 1 tune 


ide page 94 of this volume. 


the A RIAN TRADE. 287 


tunity of laying their grievances before the Parlia- 
ment. Hyd 333 
ERK. Why don't he mention what dividends the 
company made by Bottomtee-bonds, which funk 
what ſtock they had that was tied by parliament 
for the well maintaining their forts ? | | 
A. The malicious, though empty and inſipid 
groundleſs inſinuations of this and the immediate 
preceding queſtions, would tempt the patience of 
Job to make ſome untoward reply; but the truth 
5, it would be a betraying one's own weakneſs, to 
ew any real concern at any thing that can drop 
from this Remarker's licentious and trifling pen, 
for as he has neither reaſon nor argument on his 


in letters. Yet I cannot forbear calling to mind 


| the common ſaying, * That a fool may aſk more 
queſtions in one day than a wiſe man can anſwer 
in ſeven years.” However, as his queſtions im- 
port nothing that 1s either puzzling or material, 
but only the vexation of throwing away ſo much 


- s * ; So 
time on ſuch a worthleſs piece of work as that 


think myſelf, in ſome meaſure, obliged to expoſe 
[the weakneſs and futility of his reaſoning, leſt that, 
peradventure, ſome unwary readers may be caught 
and enſnared by the unparalelled confidence of his 
allertions, and ſurprizing invidiouſne{ of his poi- 
nous, though groundleſs inſinuations. 

From the commencement of the Royal African 


money borrowed by them upon Bottomree-bonds, 


o 


fide, ſo his deſign is only to amuſe, and not to be 

underſtood; and poſſibly he knows, that to write 
ſ as not to be underſtood, is one ſure way of be- 
ing admired by thoſe of his own rank and degree 


here, and applying too on the Remarker's part, 


which he is pleaſed to call“ Remarks, &c.“ I 


Company's charter in 1672, all the premio's for 


1 
« »” 
|. 
1 
= 
* 
7 * 
i» 
17 
T0 
18 
2 
H 
9 
J 
* 
7 
pr 
N 
N 
7 
$200 
160 4 
” * 
By Fi 
„„ 
1 
4 3 
. * 5 
8 1 
* 2 
Wt 
: "5 
. 
N 
1 
1 
* » 
BE 
4 JF 
4399 
' 338 
5 5 4 4 
1 
XY þ 
+ £0 
£ x9 
1 f 
4 . 
1 
WEN 
8-5 1 
' 4 
I ve 5 
SH 
1 24 
SP 3,7. 
> 11 
1 
EN. 
Fay 
£ o 7. 
9 
19 
: © 
N. *. a 
1 
"x 
I. 3 
IM 
©. 2208 
N 
WY 
14 9 
> Is 
© 
1 4 
1 * 
1 4 
1 
£8 
= © ? 
1% 
© 7 
1 
ies 4 
© 4:12 
19 
1 
$I 
q 1 
4 r "0 
-/ 338 
OY 
1 
13 1 
. 4 
"(HY 
. «7: " 2 
+ TY 
5 RY 
£23.08 
* 0 
-S* 
. 
1 . 
, 38 
IN 1 v 
as 
o et - 4 
„ 
9 4 
1 
of 
4,948 
— a { 
1 
pb. 1 
: 1 2 TH 
; " 
eat, © | 
PK 
* 0 e 1 
UL WM 
8 
4 b 
n 
AY 
1 . 
: 1 
4 1 
bw. 
Na. 


1 4 
' * 
| a 
1 
1 „ 
* 
i 
4 wah © 
+4 
my 
bat 
x 
** 
7 


bg 7 
— — 


— — 


A 


* : —_— _— : : * ern 2 a 825 * 
* 3 * S 1 8 r 
— — nd redo rarer 6 47 its Boe ir ee $Ats . 22 Gn - Fe och = 
* 
” 
IE" 
* 


. 

5 

3 

. 
* 


” 
| 
5 I 
þ 
*f 
4 
1 


— 


288 5 R E F LE C TION S8 % n 


granted for the ſame, without the ſpecial alloy. 


upon very pinching and extraordinary occaſions, 


and ſupport from the wiſdom of the parliament; 


made evident, to. a demonſtration, that, inſtead of 


Wannen; ai dE. © "LOR 
: F ** þ i e 
* * 
* - | 
* 2 Wi 
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\. 


to this hour, amounts to no more than 43, ooo] 
at moſt; nor was there ever ſo much as one ſhif. 
ling of that money borrowed, nor Bottomree-bongy 


| HOT"? —_— . 


ance, approbation and advice of the general courts 
of adventurers, from time to time, and that too 


and in caſes of abſolute neceſſity, for ſupporting 
and maintaining their forts and ſettlements, and 
for preſerving the ſame, together with their trade 
from falling into the hands of the French, Dutch, 
or other competitors, till ſome favourable oppor. 
tunity ſhould offer for obtaining effectual relief 


— — — — — 


and indeed, upon the whole matter, it will be 


Es „ 


making any dividends out of their calumniouſly 
alledged profits, other than the 61, 130 J. formerly 
mentioned, not only the company, but even the 
ſeparate traders themſelves jointly confidered, 
have loſt at leaſt 60/. per cent. of all that they ft 
have traded for ſince the commencement of the 2 


— SS > 22 


act. But to ſuggeſt that what the company eu- B. 


pended in purchaſing, building, maintaining and t, 


repairing their forts and ſettlements, &c. and wha MW at 


they too viſibly loſt in the trade, ſince the Revo-MM ve 
lution, was ſunk and divided among themſelves at yr 
home, he might, with as much ſincerity, have R. 
alledged that the 70, ooo l. value, which (he fays)M thi 
the ſeparate traders loſt the laſt year at ſea, came 
all to the company's hands, and that they divided 
the ſame among themſelves (according to his own 
phraſe) in Exchange-alley. But, upon this and 
many other occaſions, the company may ve! 
juſtly declaim with Quintilian, thus, Quo pe 
netrat livor improbus ? “ Le 
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5 R. But as in every paragraph, fo r many pages, 


there are either falſe quotations or falſe repreſenta- 
tions of matter of fact, ſo he ſays the natives ad- 
yance the price of Negroes, and depreciate our 
Britiſh manufactures... | 

A. Certainly the Remarker could never have 
raved thus of falſe quotations and falſe repreſen- 
tations of matter of fact, if he had not ſuppoſed 
that his readers were not at all 'to trouble their 
heads about the truth or untruth of 'what was 
ſaid, or the reaſonableneſs of any argument urged 
on either ſide, but to judge of the merits of the 
cauſe meerly by his Billingſgate reaſoning ; and 
therefore, being reſolved to cry out“ Whore ” 
firſt, ſhews his talent that way in a very extraordi- 
nary manner. What theſe alledged falſe quota- 
tions have been, he will (no doubt) let us know in 
the next edition of his Remarks, with additions 
and amendments, &c. But as to his alledged falſe 
repreſentations of matter of fact, he has an in- 
ſtance of that ready at hand, viz. The natives 
advance the prices of Negroes, and depreciate the 
Britiſh manufactures,” which he wiſely endeavours 
to ſkin over with the vain ſubterfuges of his if's, 
abatings, and unleſs's. But as the demonſtrable 
verity of that fact has been already unanſwerably 
proved in the Firſt and Second Parts of theſe 
Reflections, and likewiſe before a committee of 
the honourable Houſe of Commons, it is needleſs 
to reſume the particulars here again; however, it 
may ſerve as a farther inſtance of the Remarker's 
ingenuity, and of my happineſs in being engaged 
55 ſo fair a diſputant, and ſo generous an adver- 
R. Then ſays he, The evil conſequences do 
* not ſtop here, becauſe the merchant impoſes 
* the Negroes on the planters at his own extra- 
* vagant price, and then the planter puts a pro- 
Vol. V. 9 “ portionable 
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<« portionable price on the plantation commoagi. 
& ties.” In anſwer to which, the truth of this 
fact is juſt the reverſe of his aſſertion ; for let the 
ſeparate trader pay what he will on the coaſt for 
Negroes, when he comes to America it daily hap. 
pens, that many Negro-ſhips coming at a time 
gluts the market, by reaſon of the numbers of 
Negroes imported, and the many ſellers whoſe | 
hands they fl into; ſo that it often happens that 
Negroes have been, even this war, ſold for the 
5 ſame prices they coſt; and let plantation commo- 
dft;es be bought at what price they will, they are 
often ſold at home for two-thirds of the coſt, ac. 
1 cording to the demand for them, and according to 
= the number of ſellers. And the caſe 1s very plain, 
| for if 30 or 40 perſons come to market with the 
ſame commodity, a man may pick and chuſe. 
A. How faithfully the Remarker reſumes my 
part of this paragraph, and how far it is conſiſtent} 


1 4 
4 with truth, may be beſt ſeen by comparing it 
L with the 10th page of the original“. But thus 
4 far I will agree with him, that * many Negro 
. ſhips coming at a time gluts the market;“ that, ] 
I as matters are managed now, the plantation 

VP commodities are often ſold at two-thirds of the | 
1 coſt (and frequently, all charges borne, yields not fi 
4 the one-half) according to the demand for them, w 
and according to the number of ſellers ;? and that v. 
b {as he ſays) “ the caſe is very plain, for if 30 ol re 
6 40 perſons come to market with the fame commoſ re 
. diey, a man may pick and chuſe.” Now, if tha he 
„ Remarker will but condeſcend to change the ſcen th 
U a little from the plantations to the coaſt of Africa to 
8 and allow that the ſame things are in a much mor fy 
E lively manner acted there (as de facto they ar ab 
| ' whether he pleaſe to allow the ſame or not) it is n ex 
1 impoſſible but that we may come to compromiſ re; 


| matte 
| * Vide page 94 and 95 of this volume. 
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matters, and that (after this fit of ſcolding is oyer) 
the ſeparate traders may find it their intereſt to 
agree to thoſe meaſures propoſed by the company, 
for the preſervation and improvement of the Britiſh 
intereſt in Africa. 

R. But if ſuch commodity were in the hands of 
but one ſeller for a monopolizing ſociety, he would 
have his own price for Negroes abroad, and the 
company would have their own price for ſugars at 
home. Such is the ſame caſe this hour in reſpect 
to coffee, which, at the place of its growth, is 
bought under 6d. a pound, and yet, by means of 
its being but in one hand, is fold from 16 to 205. 
a pound. 

A. From ſaying ſomething like ſenſe, in the 
former part of this ſection, the Remarker de- 
ſcends again to his old ſtrain of comparing the 
coaſt of Africa with the ſeveral ſhops between 
ent Wl Aldgate and Temple-bar: but the company's 
I i caſe (all different circumſtances being conſidered) 
hus WM having no manner of relation to tis bull of a 
ro- compariſon about coffee, I refer it to Mr. Bull on 
hat, Ludgate-hill to anſwer it. 
ton Hitherto I have gone hand in hand with the 
tne Remarker, and (as I humbly apprehend) ſuf- 
ficiently confuted him, paragraph by paragraph, 
without pretermitting any one ſection from the 
very beginning; nor do I know that I have miſ- 
recited him in fo much as one ſingle word. But 
really I am heartily wearied of digging up ſuch a 
heap of rubbiſh as he has huddled together, under 
the title of © Remarks, &c.” without any regard 
to method or order ; and therefore, to render the 
ſubſequent confuſed jargon, which he ſputters out 
about numbers, computations, extracts, tables, 
exports and imports, the more intelligible to the 
reader, I intend to explain the whole, together 
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with the many groſs fallacies therein contained, 
under ſome certain general heads. 

I. It is to be obſerved, that, in all his compu- 
tatians of the ſeparate traders exports, he includes 
all the 10 per cent. duty paid to the company both 
for exports and imports ; and the accumulative 
amount of the ſaid 10 per cent. duty being the 
rule by which he calculates the total of their ex- 
ports, it follows, as a neceſſary conſequence, that 
10,0001. muſt be deducted of his eſtimate. of their 
taid exports, for every 10000. duty which they 
paid upon umports. 


II. In the 6th page of his Remarks already re. 


cited, he makes a topping flouriſh, that 160,000/, 
value per ann. was exported for two years in peace, 
and near 70,0007. value per ann. ſince the war, 
But here it is to be obſerved, that, to ſwell up 
; theſe great ſums, the company's exports are all 
included, together with the 10 per cent likewiſe, 
III. He makes a mighty buſtle, in his 10th 
page, to ſwell up the ſeparate traders exports, in 


manner aforeſaid, to be near 125,000J. value per 
ann. in time of peace, and yet, in the ſubſequent 


11th and 13th pages, he is forced to explain him- 

ſelf to this purpoſe; That their exports for thre: 
years of peace, the greateſt that ever they made 
(and in all probability greater than they are like 
to make ever again) was only 98, 240 J. and in 
ditto page 13, computing as aforeſaid, all that 
he pretends the value of their annual exports to 
be per ann. in an average, after September 1701, 
is only 40, 430. But before we have done, it 13 

not impoſſible but that he may be brought to 
acknowledge, that the computation of their ex. 
ports, mentioned in the 13th page of the Firſt 
Part of theſe Reflections“, was reaſonably 
| 175 grounded; 
Vide page 100 of this volume. 
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grounded; for the account I had of it, by ex- 
tracts of the ſeparate traders oaths and entries, 


in the Cuſtom-houſes of London, Briſtol, and 


other out-ports of England, for ſix years together, 


commencing at Michaelmas 1701, was as fol- 


loweth, viz. 

From 29th Sept. 1701, to 29th Sept. 1702 —37875 18 6 
29th ditto 1702, to 29th ditto 17503—44115 12 3- 
29th ditto 1703, to 29th ditto 17504 — 26527 7 11 
29th ditto 1704, to 29th ditto 1705 — 30651 7 6 
29th ditto 1705, to 29th ditto 1705 — 32144 19 6 
29th Uitto 1706, to 29th ditto 1707 -- 31986 16 8 


The aforeſaid fix years exports amounts to 203302 2 4 
which, in an average, is 33, 883 J. 13s. 8 d. per ann. | 


TV. Here I cannot but obſerve, that as the 


ſeparate traders do labour, by all the means 1ma- 


ginable, to put the iſſue of all points now in de- 


bate, with relation to the conſtitution and ſettle- 
ment of the trade to Africa, upon the pretended 
merits of their exports, and alledged importation 
of Negroes to the Plantations, as if nothing elſe 
were to be conſidered in that matter, ſo nothing 
ſeems to touch them ſo nearly as any pointed ar- 


gument that tends to the leſſening of either the 
one or the other, though it be molt evident that 


they do magnify both very much. 5 

It is pleaſant to ſee the Remarker, in his 12th 
page, ſputter out a deal of fume and anger, for 
my having made their real exports the ſtandard of 
computing the real number of Negroes which 
they could have purchaſed ar the price current on 
the coaſt of Africa, and for having ſtated a certain 
clear dilemma in the ſaid 13th page, that either 
their exports were no more than what J ſaid they 


were, or that they perjured themſelves in making 


their entries, to cheat the company of their 10 per 
cent. duty, which (it ſeems) nettles them ex- 
tremely, and wants a categorical anſwer to this 


U 3 | hour 
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hour; but he endeavours to ſhift it, by ſaying 
expreſsly, in his ditto page 12, R. That the | 


Since the Remarker is ſo ready at ſolving dilem- 


* 
/ 
- 


loading of the ſeparate traders negro-ſhips are not 
computed from the value of the cargoes they ca 

out (as the Reflecter wrongfully infinuates) but at 
250 Negroes, one with another, which is but the 
loading of a veſſel of 120 tons, or thereabout, 


and is fo mentioned in the report to the Queen. 


A. The fallaciouſneſs of this method of com. 
puting the numbers of Negroes imported to the 
Plantations, by the numbers of ſhips ſent out to 
the coaſt of Africa, is very clearly demonſtrated 
in the 13th and 14th pages of the Firſt Part of 
theſe Reflections *; however, for the reader's far: 


ther ſatisfaction, I will (with the Remarker's good 


leave) add the few following conſideratians, 
1ſt, We are not as yet fully agreed upon the cer- 
tain number of ſhips ſent out. 2dly, Allowing 


the alledged number of ſhips ſent out to be true, 


yet it is manifeſt that many of them came off the 


coaſt with not above half their complements of 
 Nlaves. 3dly, Allowing they had all their full 


complements of ſlaves, I have heard no ſubſtantia 
reaſon given, why they ſhould be computed at 
250 Negroes per ſhip, when it is known that 


many of theſe ſhips were but very ſmall ſloops. 


Athly, Allowing that computation to be juſt, the 


Remarker owns, that, of thoſe ſhips ſent out by 
the ſeparate traders ſince the commencement of 


this war, near 100 ſail have miſcarried outward- 
bound: All which makes it evident, that any 
computation that can be made of Negroes im- 
ported to the plantations, merely upon the foot o. 
the numbers of ſhips ſent out to Africa, muſt be 
as good as no computation at all. And gthh, 


mas 
Vide pag. 101, 102, 103 and 104, of this volume. 
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Either the ſeparate traders have been guilty of 
perjury, in making the entries of their exports at 
the Cuſtom-houſe ſhort of what they really were, 
or they have been guilty of robbery, theft or man- 
ſtealing on the coaft of Africa, or have perhaps 
been guilty both ways, otherwiſe they have not 


imported ſuch numbers of Negroes to the planta- 
tions as they alledge they have; which I prove 


thus : 


It is already ſhewn that their exports, in an 
werage, ſince Michaelmas 1701, amounted to no 


more than 33,8837. 135. 8 d. per ann. and upon 
that foot I have, in the 14th page of the Firſt Part 
of theſe Reflections, made a computation, that 
4235 Negroes was the greateſt number that was 


poſſible for them to have purchaſed with that 


ſum, on the coaſt of Africa, at 8 J. per head, even 
ſuppoſing they had no manner of loſs or diſappoint- 
ment, nor beſtowed any part of it otherways, 
though the contrary be evident; yet, ſince they 
are very angry at that computation, without 
having confuted it, by any direct anſwer, to this 
hour, I will gratify the Remarker ſo far as to ſup- 
poſe farther, that the ſeparate traders whole ex- 
ports, in an average, ſince Michaelmas 1701, has, 
according to his own lumping computation in his 
13th page, amounted to 40, 430 J. per ann. Now 
Iwill ſuppoſe that (without making any abatement 
for loſſes, diſappointments, gold, elephants teeth, 
red-wood, proviſions for Negroes, or the like) 
they have inveſted all that ſum of 40, 430 J. in Ne- 


groes, at 8 J. per head (though it be certain they 


coſt more) yet they could not honeſtly have pur- 
chaſed with that ſum any more than 5053 Negroes 
at moſt, I will ſuppoſe likewiſe, that (without 

5 34 making 


* Vide page 102 of this volume. 
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making any abatement for mortality, ſtorms, or 


the accidents of war) they have delivered that 


compleat number yearly into the plantations; and 
if they pretend to have delivered any more, I muſt 
beg the Remarker's leave to aſk ſome few que. 


tions, time about. iſt, Pray how came they by 
them? were they all Negro volunteers? No, I 


reckon that will not be pretended. 2dly, How 


came the ſeparate traders by all the cam-wood, 


elephants teeth and gold imported by them, when 
all the aforeſaid ſum was previouſly inveſted in 
Negroes ? did they get all theſe in preſents from 
the natives? No ſure; for I have heard that the 
natives were always readier to take than give pre- 
ſents. 3dly, What might be the value of all the 


cargoes of the 100 fail of ſhips which, he fays, 


they loit outward-bound, fince the commencement 
of this war, ſince, in his 7th page, he eſtimates 


22 of them (including the ſhips in which they 


were) at 70,0007. value? 4thly, Were all theſe 
cargoes fairly entered at the Cuſtom-houſe ? and 
was the 10 per cent. duty paid for the fame ? Or 
5thly, Did they ſend out ſhips without any car- 
goes, to truſt to Providence and the {kill of their 


commanders for getting Negroes, &c. by ſecret | 


ways and means? 6thly, Will he refer me to the 


amount of the 10 per cent. duty which was paid, | 


or to the lords commiſſioners report, for categori- 
cal anſwers to all theſe queries, ariſing very natu- 
rally from the premiſſes ? No, that is coming clok 


to the point. And therefore, till the Remarker, ] 


or his contederates, think fit to anſwer directly to 
the aforeſaid queries (as I have done to his much 
more from-the-purpole ones) I will deſire to be 
excuſed, if I continue in the belief (though, at 
firſt view, it may ſeem ſomewhat uncharitable) 
that the ſeparate traders have ei her perjured 


themſelves at the Cuſtom-houſe, or been guilty of 


rob- 
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wbbery, theft or kidnapping on the coaſt. of 


Africa, or endeavoured to impoſe upon the nation 
by imaginary numbers of Negroes alledged. by 
them to have been imported to the plantations ; 
yea, and if it be conſidered that ſome, who ſwore 
to the entries of very conſiderable exports for the 
coat of Africa, could (upon other occaſions, in 
order to get extravagant draw-backs from the go- 
yernment) ſwear that bales of canvas were bales of 
muſlin ; and if there be any truth in the contents 
of the Second Part of theſe Reflections (which I 
have not as yet heard contradicted) and conſider- 
ng likewiſe their method of computing the num- 
hers of Negroes imported to the plantations by 
the numbers of ſhips ſent out to the coaſt of 
Africa, 1t may (without exceeding the bounds of 
charity) be ſhrewdly ſuſpected that, at leaſt, ſome 
or other of the ſeparate traders have been guilty of 
all the three branches of the aforeſaid dilemma. 
Theſe points of fact are all very plainly ſtated; 
and if the Remarker, or any of his confederates, 
can fairly extricate them out of this labyrinth of a 
dlemma, without mincing matters by his uſual 
little quibbling ſhifts and evaſions, I will very 
frankly ſuccumb, and own that he ought to be 
carried off the field in triumph. 
thought to have made an end here, as to this 
i Wute about his pretended numbers of Negroes ; 
but recollecting my memory, that, in his 14th 
page, he charges me with no leſs than forgery, in 
er, Itheſe expreſs words, As to the certificate he 
0 nentions of the numbers of Negroes imported by 
ch the ſeparate traders into Barbadoes, for ſeven years 
ume, it muſt be either made by himſelf, or a falſe 
Juotation, &c.” I think myſelt obliged to obviate 
nat ſcandalous imputation, with the reſt of his 
avi compliments that way, by ſubjoining an 
3 h exact 
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exact copy of the certificate iel * is verbatim 
as followeth: 


5 A R B APD OE 5 


A L 1s of what velitls ariel ks from the 
coaſt of Africa, alſo an account of what Ne. 
groes were imported in them, from Jan. 2, 1502, 
to Avg. 10, 1708. 


When enter d. Veſſels names. Maſters names. No. of Negr, 


1702 Jan. 2. Betty, ? William Meain, 9) 
Feb. 13. Mary, Edwin Carter, 295 

1703 Mar. 3 1. Edward and Francis, Cha. Laughorne, 152 Co, 
Oct. 28. Betty, John Luke, 161 
Nov. 10. John's Adventure, Tho. Matthews, 150 

"A 3 Royal Africa, Tho. Mackley, 458 Co. 
Jan. 6. Betty, John Foſter, - 262 

24. Edward and Francis, Tho. Mildrum, 145 Co. 
27. Mary, Will. Codner, 260 


Mar. 6. Daverſe Galley, John Maxwel, 288 Co, 
1704 April 5. Dotton Galley, John Cox, 150 


. Fryal, oſias Appleby, 140 
18. Dolphin, ho Best waver, 170 
2 Lon and Lamb, - Joſeph Green, 378 Co. 
May 23. Champion, Rob. Penington, 160 
July 10. William & Elizabeth, Rich. Hamlin, 482 
Oct. 4. Rebecca, Tho. Matthews, 150 
. 12. Queen, 'Tho. Meale, 240 
Nov. 9. Amiable, James Porter, 290 
Dec. 29. Mary, | Will. Codner, 218 
Jan. 16. Eagle, Tho. Bound, 534 Co. 
Mar. 8. Warner, Philip Bennet, 131 
1705 ; 29. Larke, Matt. Harman, 176 00 


April 2. Edwyn and 38 Edw. Collings, 88 
30. Littleton Galley, John Lowther, 304 


June 29. Ann Galley, William Nunn, 90 
July 3. Content, | Steph. Patrick, 96 

27. Mappan, Bern, Clapcott, 318 
Nov. 3. Edwyn and Joſeph, Edw. Collings, 90 
Dec. 15. Mary, John Frankling, 234 


Jan. 16. Conſtant Alice, John Hunt, 134 


— — 


carried over — 6841 


Whet 


57 


e 


170 


170 


rin 


Ito by 


Om 


— 


Fg 


the Ar RIAN TRADE. 299 


when enter d. Veſſels names. = Maſters names. No. of Negr. 
| brought over — 6841 


1705 Feb. 18. Eagle, Tho. Bound, 521 Co. 
April 5. Content, oſeph Thorne, 143 Co. 
12. Rebecca, ho. Matthews, 156 
13. Prodigal Son, Hugh Moſely, 194 Co. 
June 18. Fame, Will. Browne, 640 Co. 


July 4. Samuel & Elizabeth, Rich. Hamlin, 382 

S8. Edwin and Joſeph, Edw. Collings, 92 

| Sept. 19. Larke Galley, lſaac Barber, 133 

OR. 12. Amiable, | James Porter, 336 
1706 Nov. 20. Bridgewater Frigate, Will. Cooke, 116 Co. 
Jan. 25. Royal Conſort, James Criſpin, 458 Co. 


27. Mary, | John Frankling, 226 
1707 May 12. Eſcape, : Joſeph Appleby, 121 
Ang. 15. Larke Galley, Haac Barber, 9 
Nov. 18. Sherborough Frigate, William Gill, 75 Co, 
Mar. 6. Katharine, Lamb. Peachey, 476 Co. 
. s 29. Dorothy, Thomas Aſhby, 123 Co. 
April 19. Hawke, Rich. Thomas, 130 
» 98 
11256 


1 are to certify, That the 4 
foregoing is a true liſt of what 1 
ſeſſels arrived here from the coaſt of Africa; alſo | 1 
n account of what Negroes were imported in = 
them, from the ſecond day of January 1702, to 
he tenth day of Auguſt 1708, according to en- 
nes made in the Naval-Office of this iſland. 
oo Neixen under my hand and ſeal of the Naval- 
Office, this tenth of Auguſt 1708, in the ſeventh 


Co. Near of her Majeſty's reign, &c. 


To whom it ſhall or SAM. COX, 
may concern. N Naval-Officer. 


2 


Here is a very particular and diſtinct certificate, 
pnted off the very original, which (if needful) is 
o be produced before the honourable Houſe of 
ommons, and the Remarker, with all his confe- 
Whet 3 derates, 


0 
, 
F 
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derates, are hereby challenged to produce a better 


or more appoſite voucher, if they can. 6 

It is evident, by the aforeſaid certificate, that, Nef 
inſtead of the ſeparate traders boaſted allotment of WM |: 
4000 Negroes per ann. for Barbadoes (which, in Wt 
ſeven years time, would have amounted to 28,000 Wm 
Negroes) they have, in near about ſeven years ff by 
time (after deducting the company's importations, WM th 
mentioned likewiſe in the ſame certificate) imported Wo 


only 6454 Negroes to that iſland ; and, as a far. Wpo 
ther proof of the yearly declenſion of their boaſted War 
trade, inſtead of their pretended improvement | 
thereof, it is evident, by the ſaid certificate like. in 
wiſe, that, from Aug. 10, 1707, to Aug. 10, 1708, &. 
they imported only 130 Negroes to Barbadoes, Wl 87 
though it be the moſt conſiderable of all the Ca: WM the 
ribbee-Iſlands. 1 8 

Then, inſtead of the ſeparate traders allotment Ne 
of 12,000 Negroes per ann. for Jamaica, which, WW" 
in ſeven years time, would have amounted to Wan 
84,000 Negroes, it will appear, by the very ac- | 
counts annexed to the lords commiſſioners report, Wl no 
that (after deducting the numbers of Negroes im- dier 
ported thither by the company, which are accu-WW":: 
mulated in theſe accounts) the yearly number 
imported to that iſland by the ſeparate traders, for W210 


ſeven years laſt paſt, are as followeth : lor 
1702 2098 aſt 
1703 2703 I 
| 1704 | the ſeparate traders im- 24 ONs 
_ ne Ar 270 > ae. to Jamaica, 5 3/74 Negroes BY 2s | 
| 1706 | NY 3 368 2 * 

1 1707 3270 
11708 1952 year 
which, in all, makes but 18,885 Negroes, and 1s aq 
by ſome thouſands, ſhort of the fourth part of the ® 
aforeſaid allotment for ſeven years. * 
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Then, as to ſuch part of the aforeſaid accounts 

; relate to Antegoa, the Negroes imported in two 

of the company's ſhips, viz. the William and 

Jane, Thomas Holland commander, and the Can- 

rerbury, William Read commander, are, by 
take, inſerted as if they had been imported 
I by the ſeparate traders; ſo that, after deducting 
the numbers of Negroes imported thither by the 
company, the whole that the ſeparate traders im- 
ported to Antegoa, for ſeven years laſt paſt, 
amounts to no more than 1691 Negroes. 

Nor do 1 find that the ſeparate traders have 
mported to the iſlands of Nevis, Montſerrat, and 
d. Chriſtopher's, above the number of 1260 Ne- 
goes altogether, theſe ſeven years paſt. By which 
the reader may ſee how near the ſeparate traders 
haye come to their boaſted allotment of 4000 
Negroes per ann. for the Leeward-Iſlands, which, 
n the abxefaid ſeven years time, would have 
mounted to 28,000 Negroes. 3 

But the Remarker (like all other quacks and 
mountebanks; for there are mountebank-ſcrib- 
blers, as well as mountebank-doctors) has one ge- 
eral anſwer to all manner of ſcruples and objec- 
rs tons, viz. That they made great exports, which 
or produced likewiſe a great importation of Negroes, 
for one or two years immediately preceding the 
aſt ſeyen years, | 5 

In reply to which, the Remarker may be pleaſed 
to conſider (if he conſiders any thing at all) that, 
8 his having extremely magnified the ſeparate 
raders exports and imports for the aforeſaid two 
fears, is already demonſtrated in the immediate 
z; dreceding 294th and following pages, ſo even their 

ral exports and imports, in that time, were occa- 
boned meerly by reaſon of ſome hundreds of ig- 
torant perſons falling haſtily into that hg « 

> whic 
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which they knew as little (it ſeems) as The Re. 
marker does, for they as haſtily gave it over again; 
as appears by their numbers then (ſtated in Page 
200% d with their numbers at this time. 
What now remains of this worthy Remarker' 
rformance to be conſidered, is that moſt igno- 
rant and ſcandalouſly fictitious account which he 
ſtates in his 26th and 27th pages, and maliciouſſy 
ſubjoins, that, out of the ſum of 293, 7301 (the 
company's exports from the commencement of 
the act till Michaelmas 1707) they muſt have! 
made 430, oo0 J. beſide the charge of maintaining 
their forts, the 10 per cent. duty, &c. But had 
he underſtood any thing of merchant- accounts, 
and not been tranſported with fury and rage, he 
would, or at leaſt he ought to, have ſtated that 
account thus : | 
. 4 Ss. 4 


| . » Ge 
The company's exports — — 293740 6 8 
The parliament duty 10 per cent. 29374 o 8 
Premio of inſurance (premio and 
rebate included) at 8 per cent. 
in peace, and 16 guineas in 
war — — — J L 
| Intereſt for 20 months — — 9237711 8 19 


54000 0 0 


The company's ſterling-account 414825 16 


UB ̃ ꝓ—— —— 


The returns, as per the Remarker's folio 26. 
By imports of wood and teeth, &c. 32230 17 | 
By 5982 Negroes fold at Barbadoes 156425 7 


By 11778 ditto, in — . 1 
1 = Ho.” 10 
By 2500 more in the year 1708 65000 0 Y | 
By his computation of gold — goooo n 
_ Groſs computed returns in Eng- 5. 
liſn and plantation money 5 629994 4 


01 
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& 


Out of 5 the following charges and loſſes are 
to be deducted, to make it ſterling and fact. 


5 

Inſurance, freight and cuſtom on 5 

wood and teeth — — * 26115 8 6 
8 0 We 8 3 ä at i 5%} 42500 © 


Ditto of 14278, at 11/7. per head 157058 0 © 
Captains and factors commiſſion, q_ "NL 

141. per cent. — — — oy Fo od 
One-third loſs by the returns of 

the neat produce of the plan- 8. 6 
tation- money, as pe the Re- * 
marker's page 9. — 

Oyer-charged in the returns of 
gold I ES 1 0 oO © 


* 
— 


F ˙ — LrIT 


The whole diſcounts — _ 414294 II O 
Balance to the ann en 21 215609 13 7 


629904 4 7 
The n eben is debtor 414825 5 "26 6 
Ditto creditor — — — 21 560g 13 2 


So loſt of the above bares. 199216 | 2 7 


It is to be obſerved, that no allowance is made 
n this account for bad debts, though it be well 
> (known that the company have loſt many thou- 
wt ands of pounds by truſting the planters, &c. 

5 It would be almoſt an endleſs labour to enume- 
ate all the abſurdities and contradictions that have 
(opt from this Remarker's pen. 
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pany to be meer bankrupts, &c. and yet, to an. 


he mean by all this? A very pious deſign, ng 
doubt ! to ſet the ſeveral members of the company 


having gained by the trade, the company have 


contrary, meerly to enſnare ignorant people t 
fall under the conſequences of ſome particul 


In his 6th and 7th pages, he makes the * 


ſwer another turn, by his aforementioned fictitious 
account, page 26 and 275 he muſt have the COm- 
pany to have made very conſiderable profits, ſince 
the trade has been laid open. And pray what does 


together by the ears, to the end that, in the mean 
time (as the ſaying is) a third dog may come in 
and run away with the bone, about which they are 
now contending. oi 

It is too melancholy a truth, that, inſtead of 


* pag GS E$: ̃ as . aa. ee Ee a. 


8 -S 


— 
— 


loſt very great ſums by it ſince the ſame has been 
laid open, as may evidently appear by this account 
laſt ſtated ; and it can, by the ſame rule, be clearly v 
demonſtrated, that the ſeparate traders, jointly 
conſidered, have likewiſe loſt, in the ſame manner (+ 
in proportion to their exports, whatever the Re 
marker may, for indirect ends, alledge to thg 


| a 


2 


O 


perſon's commiſſion-houſes in the plantations, &c 
whoſe fraudulent practices are generouſly and ho 
neſtly detected by one of the moſt conſiderabl 
perſons among the ſeparate traders themſclves, il 
a letter to a Member of Parliament, lately printed 
and copies thereof delivered at the door of thi 
Houſe of Commons the other day ; yea, the wor 
thy gentleman who wrote that letter attended, 3 
the ſame time, to have juſtified the content 
thereof, if thought needful, before the Houle 
Which may be a ſufficient precaution to ſhop 
keepers and others not to be hooked in, by t 
maſters of ſuch commiſſion-houſes, to be concerne 


1 


a o ” 1 | 
with them or others in private or ſeparate adve tel, 


full 


V 


od ; a 4 
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8 ; 7 . 
„ - 


"the Ar RICAN Trane. 30g 
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ure to the coaſt of Africa; and is likewiſe a further 
argument for ſettling that valuable trade on ſuch a 
ft and ſolid conſtitution as may preſerve and im- 


adminiſtration, to the general credit and advan- 
nage of the whole kingdom and the plantations 
WT thereunto belonging, as well as to the particular 
WH advantage of every individual who ſhall happen to 
ide immediately concerned in the joint-ſtock now 
; 


ropoſed. 


ind all his proſelytes to the five laſt chapters of 


trade have ever, to this hour, ſo much as at- 
tempted to make any anſwer, nor, by all appear- 


be ſeen in few words. . 


1 4— r — 8 R - dd 1 * Mw. a I —— Ss. 


CH AF. Ul 


dence given on behalf of the Royal African 
Company and ſeparate traders to Africa al- 
ternately, for and againſt each other, before 
a committee of the honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, the 18th day of February, and 24 
and gth days of March, 1708-9. 


O 


black dog together by the ears, in a dirty ken- 
Wc, it is odds but that they will come out both 
„5 „„ 


[7 1s an old ſaying, « Set a white dog and a 


. 


prove it, by one uniform management and publick 


Then laſtly, As to this Remarker's wiſe project 
of a regulated open trade to Africa, I refer him 


the Firſt Part of theſe Reflections (to which, by 
the by, none of all the advocates for an open 


ance, ever will) and to the contents of the fourth 
chapter of this Third Part likewiſe, by which the 
ſincere and honeſt intentions of the company may 


Some con ſiderations on the teſtimonies and evi- 


X alike, 
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alike, black;“ and truly (all circumſtances Gong. 
dered) the alluſion cannot be thought very impro- 
per here, in relation to the preſent diſpute between 
the aforeſaid company and ſeparate traders; for 
innocence itſelf cannot plead exemption from being 
reviled, to the higheſt degree, whenever it falls 
under the misfortune of being engaged in a debate Ml 
with perſons of invidious tempers; , and whoſe cauſe t 
cannot be ſupported but by recrimination, ca- 
lumny and ſlander, and whoſe chief maxim is, M 
* calumniare audacter aliquid adhærebit. ““ y 
The company, finding themſelves extremely t 
aggrieved by the unaccountable practices of the Ml ſ 
ſeparate traders, as particularly narrated in the M 
Firſt and Second Parts of theſe Reflections, ad- 1 
dreſſed themſelves, by petition, to the honourable M 
Houſe of Commons, for relief, and being accord- MM of 
ingly heard, on the 18th day of F ebruary, before Ml ſt 
a committee of the whole Houſe, many witneſſes I þ: 
were examined, upon the ſeveral heads of the th 
company's petition, and all of them agreeing in ex 
Proving not only the ſeveral allegations of the {ai m 
_ petition, very diſtinctly, but alſo many of the u. 
groſs abuſes charged upon the ſeparate tracers ni til 
the Second Part of theſe Reflections, the commit- ne 
tee ſeemed to be ſo far ſatisfied, that it was thought] 
needleſs to examine the other witneſſes, whom the 
company had then preſent, ready to prove th 
fame likewiſe : So a day was appointed for hearing 
the ſeparate traders upon the lame heads. 

Then the ſeparate traders having been heard 
before the ſame committee, on the 2d day 0 er 
March, were (it ſeems) reſolved not to be behind 
hand with the company in point of accuſation 
and therefore, inſtead of making any real defenct 
to the company's charge, made furious and extra 


vagant harangues againſt the company, che 
| the! 


-the-AFRICAN TRADE. 307 


| them back again with no leſs crimes (forſooth) 


than high-treaſon, piracy and murder. 2dly, They 
yalued themſelves extremely upon the old ſtory of 
their magnified exports to Africa, and importation 
of Negroes to the plantations. zdly, They urged 
that the company's forts and ſettlements were but 
inſignificant houtes, of little value. 4thly, That 


tne company's accounts for maintaining the ſame 


were extravagant, And 5thly, That the company 
were making improvements on the coaſt of Atrica, 
which would be injurious to the Weſtern Planta- 
tions. For proof of all which they produced three 
ſeveral letters, and had ſeveral perſons examined, 
whom they brought along with them as witneſles. 
The merits of all which pretended proots were, 


on the gth day of March, by ſpecial appointment 


of the committee, ſeverally rephed ro very di- 


ſtinctly, with a becoming gravity and decent be- 


haviour, by the gentlemen who ſpoke on behalf of 
the company, and witneſſes were then likewiſe 


examined, hinc inde,” in relation to the pre- 


miſſes; and then the farther conſideration of the 
whole matter was adjourned, by the committee, 
till Saturday next. But left that perſons who were 
net preſent when the committee had the premiſſes 
under examination may be impoſed upon by the 


clamorous and noiſy ſtories of the ſeparate traders, 


t may not be thought improper to gratify the 

reader with the following naked account thereof: 
I. Treafon, piracy and murder, are crimes of a 
very deep dye; and therefore, to prevent any 
groundleſs impreſſion that the horror of the very 
bound of ſuch names may make upon the minds of 
thoſe of weaker underſtandings, we ought to 
arch into the very bottom and foundation of 
theſe matters of fact which were condeſcended 
upon, as the grounds of that clamour that the 
| K 2 | ſeparate 
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ſeparate traders raiſed, probably to divert ſuck Ml 
enquiry as they were afraid might be made int» il © 
other matters that touched themfelves much more Wl ? 
nearly. Es: — - 

All European companies trading to the Eaſt. I * 


Indies or the coaſt of Africa, but more particularly I " 
the Dutch and French, are -1mpowered to make l 
treaties of peace and commerce (and war too upon 
occaſion) in any of thoſe parts, according as they 

find the ſame ſuit beſt with their reſpective cir- A 
cumſtances at the time, without regard to peace 0 
or war in Europe. 1 
And to come nearer home, our neighbours of M® 
Scotland (who are lately united with us) foreſeeing, Ml © 
it ſeems, the neceſſity of having their late Indian 1 
and African Company veſted with ſuch a power, So 


obtained a ſpecial clauſe to be inſerted in the act M? 


of parliament and letters patent by which that or 
company was eſtabliſned, in the expreſs words 8 
following, viz. And, by force of arms, to de- 90 


fend their trade and navigation, colonies, cities, 
towns, forts and plantations, and other their ef. wy 
fects whatſoever; as alſo to make repriſals, and ; 
to ſeek and take reparation of damage done by ſea . 
or land, and to make and conclude treaties of Wi; 
peace and commerce with the ſovereigns, princes,” 
itates, rulers, governors or proprietors of the 
aforeſaid lands, iſlands, countries or places in 
Aſia, Africa or America;“ as all the noblemen 
and gentlemen of North-Britain, who are nov 
members of either houſe of parliament, muſt needs 
know. . 

The Royal African Company of England, b 
the like power, virtually comprehended (as the 
conceived) in the general words of their charter 
1672, and the Engliſh Eaſt-India Company like 
wiſe, have always exerciſed that power of making 
SIG _ rreall 
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treaties of peace and commerce (and war too upon 
occaſion) with the French, Dutch, natives, &c. 
any where beyond the limits of Europe, and 
within the limits of their reſpective charters, other- 
wiſe they could never have maintained the Britiſh 
tereſt, in thoſe remote parts of the world, againſt 
the inſults and practices of the French, Dutch, 
natives, &c. TEE? 

Some few years after the Revolution, the Royal 
African Company attacked and ſeized the French 
Company's forts of Goree and Senegal, on the 
north coaſt of Africa, and ſuch of the effects taken 
out of theſe as were proper tor European markets, 
vere, with ſome of the Royal African Company's 
own effects, ſhipt for England; but Captain 
Leech, commander of the ſhip in which theſe 
goods were, after maintaining an obſtinate fight, 
jor ſeveral hours together, with ſome French pri- 
rateers that attacked him near the land's- end of 
England, finding himſelf at laſt overpowered and 
boarded by the enemy, did, with very ſingular 
reſolution, blow up the ſhip's deck, and ſunk him- 
elf, ſhip and all, to prevent ſuch a valuable cargo 
from falling into the hands of the French. 

A grant was ſoon thereafter obtained from King 
William, for his Majeſty's ſhare (viz. the one- 
half) of the ſaid capture, purſuant to the tenor of 
the company's charter; and after ſtanding a ſuit 
law upon this defence, That the ſaid capture 

Jad not arrive ſafe, &c.” the company was obliged 
4.0 pay the fame, though the ſaid two forts of 
boree and Senegal, with all the goods in them 
iſo, were retaken by two French men of war 
mich happened to come upon that coaſt, in leſs 
an two months time after Captain Leech's de- 
parture for England, and before the Engliſh had 

X 3 time 
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time to repair them, ſo as to put them in a ſtate 
of defence. 

In the year 1695, the French King ſent ſix ſhips 
of force, under the command of Monſieur de 
Gennes, to the north coaſt of Africa, to infeſt 
and deſtroy as many as they could of the Engliſh 
Company's ſettlements in thoſe parts; which they 
did 1o effectually, that (chiefly by reaſon of the 
cowardice and negligence of the then governor, 
who wanted ſome part of poor Captain Leech's 
ſupererogating reſolution) they ſurprized and 
took James-Fort in Gambia-River, and after MW t 
having taken out of it effects of very great value WM j 
(as 15 particularly expreſſed in the 108th page of i c 
this volume) OP in a manner demoliſhed the 1 
fort. | a 

Upon the company's having del the un- . 
welcome news of that great diſaſter and loſs, they, fc 
with all poflible expedition, ſent ſhips, with men, 
ſtores, proviſions, goods for ſale, and other ne. 


— 
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ceſſaries for repoſſeſſing and repairing their {ad ſt 
fort, which by degrees they did, but never to 10, d 
former condition. as 

However, the Royal African Company and the 
French being in a continued ſtate of war upoſ m 
that coaſt, the French, in the year 1702, len ſe 
again ſome ſhips of war, with orders to do all th\]f pt 
miſchief they could to the company's ſettlementY bi 
in thoſe parts; and accordingly they took, pay at 
dered, and almoſt demoliſhed James-Fort the f fo 
cond time, as alſo Sherbrow-Fort in Vork-Iſland an 
and Sierra-Leon-Fort in Bence-Iſland likewiic. I a 
Nor were theſe the company's only misfortune G 
for they had their boſom-iriends, the 10 per cenſ re] 
men, ſupplanting and ruining their intereſt both by 
home and abroad, their old compeætitors the Dutq; or 
. embif wi 
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embarraſſing and undermining their meaſures on 
the Gold-Coaſt, and (after having ſtood ſuit for 
ſome years together). were, in the year 1703, 
obliged to pay about 2800/7. as the value of two 
ſmall interloping veſſels, with their cargoes, taken 
in the year 1676, by Captain Richard Dickenſon, 
commander of. the Hunter man of war, by virtue 
of King Charles the ſecond's ſpecial commiſſion for 
that effect, and condemned by the court of admi- 


ralty, in purſuance of the company's charter. 


And the remarkable ſpecialty of that caſe was 
this, That though they paid 1400 J. into his Ma- 
jeſty's exchequer, and 700 J. more to the aforeſaid 
commander of the ſ.id man of war, as their re- 
ſpective proportions of the ſaid capture, adjudged. 
at 2800/7. as aforeſaid, purſuant to his Majeſty's 
ſad commiſſion, yet the company was made liable 
for the whole, ER 

In the year 1704, four French ſhips being ſent 
to the north coaſt of Guinea (whereof two were 
ſhips of great force) they again took and plun- 
dered J ames-Fort, in Gambia-River, a third time, 
as alſo Sierra-Leon, in Bence-Ifland. 

NoTa, That whenever the ſeparate traders 
make any mention of the company's forts and 
ſettlements on the north coaſt of Africa, in their 
prints or otherways, they repreſent them, at beſt, 
but according to the condition in which they were 
at that time only, without any regard to their 
former ſtrength and condition, when firſt ſurpriſed 
and taken by the French. And the Remarker's. 
laying, in his 15th page, That Monſieur de 
Gennes's taking Gambia, in the year 1695 (as 
related in the 108th page of this volume) 1s a ta- 
bulous ſtory,” argues either very groſs ignorance 
or diſingenuity, or both; for, as the book out of 
which J quoted a ſhort narrative of that point ot 

X 4. fact 
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fact was produced and referred to, by one of the 
gentlemen who ſpoke on behalf of the company, 
before the honourable committee, ſo hundreds of 


noblemen and gentlemen in this kingdom haye | 


copies thereof (ſome in French, and ſome in Eng. 
liſn) in their libraries. But I obſerye that an af. 
fected 1gnorance ſeems to be as neceſſary for the 
Remarker's purpoſe, in ſome caſes, as his pre- 
tended knowledge and diſcovery is in other re- 
ſpecs. 1 5 
Now comes on the high-treaſon formerly men. 
tioned. 

The Royal African Company of England, and 
the French Senegal Company, having thus waged 
war, and done all the miſchief they could to one 
another, for 13 or 14 years e (with this 
difference, that the French Company were always 
ſupported and re- inforced, from time to time, with 
continued aſſiſtance from the French King; where. 
as the Engliſh Company, warring only at their 

own ſole charge and expence, were extremely har- 
raffed, and in a manner quite ruined on the north 
coaſt of Guinea, by the continued attacks and de- 
5 of the French, as afore narrated) and 
oth companies becoming, it ſeems, at laſt wearied 

of this method of trading, the Engliſh Company's 
ſecretary (upon a propoſal made on behalf of the 
French Company, by a French merchant till 
living in the city of London, touching a neutra- 
ity between the two companies on the coaſt of 
Africa) wrote a letter, in the year 1704, to the 
Engliſh Company's agent at Gambia, in the fol. 
lowing words: Thus ſerves to acquaint you of 
the offers and promiſes of the French Senegal 
Company, from Mr. La Porſtre, reſiding here in 
L ben, that they will not moleſt the company's 
trade, in thoſe parts, within the limits of the 

| French 
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prench Senegal Company (which is from Cape 
Blanco to the River Sierra-Leon) or diſturb any 
ſhip, veſſels, bark, boat, canoe, or other effects 
belonging to the Engliſh Company, and that they 
will prevent the ſame to be done by any ſhips of 
war, Privateers, or ſhips in their ſervice, and give 
directions accordingly to their chief agents; and 
| alſo that they aſſiſt you, and all this company's 
ſervants, from any diſturbance from the natives, 
ind, to remove all jealouſies, they will give di- 
rections that their factory at Albadar be diſconti- 
nued during the war, and not concern themſelves 
with the trade of that river. Theſe things we hold 
to be our intereſt, and if it appear ſo that they 
have given ſuch directions, and their chief in all 
things comply thereto, you may likewiſe, ſo far 
$1s in your power, maintain the ſame civilities.” 
The original was (after two or three long ſpeeches 
made by the ſeparate traders, exaggerating the 
ir Wnighty treaſon contained in it) preſented to the 
r- tonourable committee, and lies now in the hands 
th Nef the clerk of the honourable Houſe of Com- 
e- Inons. And if any man find more treaſon in it 
id than what is here expreſsly recited, then I will 
ed Willow that all tne ſtories publiſhed by the ſeparate 
's Wiraders, from firſt to Jaſt, ſince the commence- 
he nent of this diſpute, are true, 

il WY But the ſeparate traders forgot, at the ſame 
-2- time, to tell that, in the year 1703, there was a 
of nuch more ſolemn quadrupartite neutrality agreed 
he Wt, at Whidah, on the fouth coaſt of Africa, by 
ol- Wite French, Dutch, and Engliſh Company's a- 
of Neents there, and the Negro King of the place. 
However, it was thought fit to take no notice of 
that treaſon, becauſe indeed without it, and the 
protection of the Engliſh Company's fort there, 
none of the ſeparate tracers could, with any ſafety, 
ich adven- 
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adventure to trade thither; and beſide too, there Ml i! 
could be no mention made of that neutrality (or o 
treaſon) without bringing in our friends the Dutch 
07 2 Mark BREWER. ohhh. 

But, to come nearer home, the Dutch have, WM « 
during all this war, by the publick allowance of Wl {: 
England, traded and held an open correſpondence n 
with France, about matters relating to trade, f 
though they be very hearty in the war, and in the d 
intereſt of the confederacy againſt France; and it u 
is hoped that, at leaſt, as little reaſon can be 
given for ſuſpecting either the Royal African Com- 
pany, or their ſecretary, of any other deſign, by 
the aforeſaid letter, than merely ſelf-preſervation 
on the coaſt of Africa, as there is of ſuſpecting 
the much- more powerful Dutch, where perhaps 
the intereſt of England may be more {cnſibly | 
touched, by their having a tree and open trade 
where we have none. But if I were to give my 
humble opinion in the matter, it would be con- 
ſiſtent with what I know to be the concurrent 
wiſhes of many thouſands of her Majeſty's trading 
ſubjects, viz. That, in all declarations of war 
between Princes, there ſhould be a ſpecial exccp- 
tion, as to a neurrality in matters of trade; for 
the innocent and induſtrious merchant has many 
other hazards and dangers to encounter, beſide 
that of being declared ready-dreit meat for a pu- 
cel cr hungry privateers, letters of marque's men, 
&c. who may juſtly be reckoned to be, at bel, 
but a pack of privileged ſea-robbers. So that, 
upon the whole matter, if the ſeparate traders had 
poke plainly and ſaid, That the African Comp:- 
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5 ny's ſccretary had, by the contents of the atorc 
i 7 recited letter, formed a treaſonable deſign d 
* bringing over the Pretender from France, by th 
. way of Africa, we might eaſily have gueſed , 
j : by 
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the probability thereof. But to amuſe a committee 
of the honourable Houſe of Commons with pre- 
vious harangues about ſome black treaſon or 
other, and to make people without doors big 


| with the expectation of a diſcovery of ſome trea- 


ſonable plot, and to be at laſt brought-to-bed of a 
mere tympany, viz. the aforeſaid letter only, is 
ſuch a piece of aſſurance as is only conſiſtent with 
the other known practices of ſome of the ſeparate 
traders. | = 
2dly. Now comes on the piracy. 
Captain Roger Wills, maſter and commander 
of the ſhip Primroſe, going a voyage to the north 
c2aſt of Africa, on account of ſome ſeparate tra- 
ders, was frequently obſerved (whenever he drank 
any ſtrong liquors to exceſs) to fall into ſeveral 
fits of madneſs and diſtraction, and happening to 
be treating one of the Negro Kings, viz. the King 
of Sherbrow, fell into one of thoſe fits, and, in a 
romantick humour, would acknowledge no other 
Sovereign but that Negro King, and, in token of 
his allegiance, made him a preſent of the whole 
ſhip and cargo ; which coming to the ears of Mr. 
Henry Greenway, the company's agent at Sher- 
brow, ditto G1eenway, by preſents and otherways, 
got back the ſhip out of the Negro King's hands, 
gave the charge of her to the former commander's 
mate, and ſupplied her, out of the company's 
ſores, with one bower-cable large, one bower- 
anchor large, one ſmall bower-anchor, and 1400 
weight of clean rice, to be paid to the company at 
Engliſh rates, beſide 1297. 18 5. value of damages 
luſtained by the company, by taking ditto ſhip 
from the {aid King, as per particular account 
ſtated in ditto Greenway's journal. But after the 
laid ſhip was thus ſent home to the owners, and 
3 arrived 
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company made their demand upon account of the 


company, the matter of fact was thus: One WW, 


King, which (beſide the heinouſneſs of the crime) HA 


it coſt them many a pound to make peace again d 


he is now entertained and employed by the ſepa- Nhe 


% . x \ f { | 
. : *y 


%*. 


arrived ſafe at the port of London, when the 


premiſſes, the aforeſaid captain and owners, in- 
ftead of making any juſt and grateful acknow. 
ledgment, run out into exclamations againſt the 
company, that their agent had robbed the ſad MI, 


captain of his ſhip, would not allow him to have 
the command thereof, put in his mate over hi 


head, &c. inſomuch that the company was forced 
to commence a ſuit for recovery of the premiſes 0 
in due courſe of law. 8 

zdly. Then as to the murder charged upon the Ml * 


—— Hudſon, employed in the company's ſervice 
at one of their forts on the ſouth coaſt of Africa, . 
upon a ſudden private quarrel that happened be. W, 
tween him and one of the Negro Kings, in a tran- 
ſport of paſſion immediately piſtolled the faid 


was one of the greateſt pieces of diſſervice that he WW 
could have done to the company's intereſt; tor 


with the natives of that part of the coaſt. But 
to ſhew the company's abhorrence to that fact, the 
they immediately (after they had advice of it) diſ- 
miſſed the murtherer out of their ſervice, with full Ne 
purpoſe never to employ him any more; and yet 


rate traders themſelves (as they could not deny Nut 
before the honourable committee) though they had gr. 
the aſſurance to raiſe a clamour againſt the com- 1 
pany, upon account of a crime which they knew nor 
was committed by him, without the company's cou 
privity or conſent. But any thing to make a noiſe ban 
againſt the company, no matter what, whether Nhe 
true or falſe; which brings into my mind the 
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t's obſervation, in another caſe, ſomewhat 
＋kin to this > 8 : 
| 0 . 
« Some conſcious of the crimes they dare not own, 
« Do raiſe an out-cry to run others down : 
Then undiſtinguiſh'd paſs among the crowd, 
And, to *ſcape free, cry fire | fire! aloud.” 


II. The ſeparate traders magnified ſtories of 
their exports to Africa, and irsportation of Ne- 
groes to the Weſtern Plantations, are ſufficiently 
exploded in the firſt chapter of this Third Part of 
theſe Reflections, &c. 5 | 

III. Though the company proved the uſefulneſs, 
ſtate and condition of their forts and ſettlements, 
by the concurring teſtimonies of ſeveral poſitive 
witneſſes, well acquainted with the coaſt of Africa, 
jet the ſeparate traders would, in contradiction to 
theſe teſtimonies, pretend to prove the negative 
of that poſitive, and that by ſuch witneſſes too, 
a, upon other occaſions, they pretended were not 


m admitted to have acceſs into the company's forts, 
ut and conſequently could give no juſt account o 
4 them. . However, indeed, when one of their moſt 
1 lenificant witneſſes, who had formerly been in 
u de company's ſervice, though now, it ſeems, in a 
 Mfparate intereſt, was cloſely examined upon that 


D bead, he could not forbear declaring, that, with- 
out forts, the trade there could not be preſerved. 
br* more of this in the fourth chapter. 

IV. As to the alledged extravagant and ficti- 
nous account charged by the company, on ac- 
count of their forts, the gentlemen of the com- 
pany rephed, 1. That it ought to be conſidered 
ho were the perſons that gave evidence in this 
matter, viz, perſons who, by their notorious 
| treachery 


1 
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treachery and breach of truſt, have rendered 
| tene incapable of being received as witneſ. 
ſes againſt the company, in any court of judicature / 
whatſoever ;: nor were they then upon oath, &c. 
2. That by their deſerting the company's ſervice, 
and embezzling ſuch of the company's effects a; 
were in their hands, they fell on this way of flying 
molt ungratefully in the company's face, and 
Joining with the company's enemies, as a pre 
tence for not accounting with the company for 
what was ſeverally committed to their reſpeCtive 
_ truſts, 3. That the accounts pretended by theſe 
perſons to be the real accounts of ſuch ſums as 
they alledge were laid out on account of the forts, 
conſiſted only of ſuch articles, at moſt, as were 
actually paid by theſe perſons themſelves upon the 
coaſt ; but that the company advancing great ſums 
of money here, by letters of attorney, and for 
ſalaries, ſtores, proviſions, impreit-money to arti 
ficers and ſervants, &c. of which theſe perſons 
upon the coaſt could know but little or nothing; 
and the company being obliged, by the act, to 
give in their accounts yearly to the Curſitor- 
Baron, &c. they were forced to make up ther "1 
accounts by the yearly eſtabliſhments, which they U 
were obliged to pay, though perhaps ſome articles 11 


ws , OR OO ES ans 


of theſe accounts might remain unpaid, at the tl 
time of giving in their aforeſaid accounts. Pr 
V. The ſeparate traders accuſed the companyſ me 
of making tuch improvements on the coaſt 0 
Africa as would ruin the Weſtern Plantations 
to prove which they produce a letter from thi 
deputy-governor to one of the company's agents 
encouraging him to plant indigo, pepper and cot 
ton in ſome of the company's iſlands on the coa 
of Africa, which, beyond all peradventure, wy 
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be a very great national advantage, if they could 
bring it to any tolerable perfection; for none can 
pretend that our Weſtern Plantations are capable 
of furniſhing this nation with ſufficient quantities 
of theſe commodities; and as improvements in 
theſe, on the coaſt of Africa, would by much leſ- 
ſen the charge of our navigation, ſo thereby a vaſt 
yearly expence of treaſure would be ſaved to this 
kingdom, which 1s carried out now for ſuch great 
quantities of theſe commodities as are neceſlarily 
imported from the Eaſt-Indies, Holland, &c. ſo 
that, inſtead of a groundleſs accuſation, the gen- 
temen of the African Company ought, in my 
humble opinion, to be applauded for giving thele 
ere WI retiewed proofs of their endeavours to improve the 
the African trade, to a more national advantage than 
ms MW can be done by any method propoſed by the ſepa- 
for Wl rate traders. VU 
i VI. A farther accuſation againſt the company 
ons was, that they took meaſures to ruin the intercit 
ng; of the ſeparate traders; for proof whereof they 
produced another letter, under the deputy-gover- 
nor's hand, to one of the company's agents, ad- 
viing him to take the firſt of the market, to buy 
up all the elephants teeth that he could get, and 
likewiſe buy as many ſlaves as poſſible, and to let 
the ſeparate traders have the refuſe of theſe. 
Pray what of all this? I would gladly know that 
pan merchant who does not endeavour to take the 
it off ike methods, in any branch of trade whatſoever ? 
ons that is, to have the firſt and choice of the market, 
1 thei he can. It cannot be alledged that there was 
rent Yay ſuch thing in the: deputy-governor's letter, as 
Imported the out-bidding or underſelling the ſepa- 
ate traders, either as to the prices of Negroes or 
European goods. But the company inſtantly 
| produced 
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produced to the honourable committee, original 
inſtructions given to the maſter of one of the 


ſeparate traders ſhips, and ſigned by one of the 


petitioning ſeparate traders for himſelf and part. 
ners, containing expreſs orders to out-bid and 
underſel the company, and to deliver the great 
guns therein mentioned as a preſent to one of the 
Negro Kings. Theſe inſtructions were given in 
the year 1699, and are now in the hands of the 
_ clerk of the honourable Houſe of Commons. By 


which the reader may clearly ſee, that the ſeparate 


traders only are juſtly chargeable for having 
brought the trade into diforder and confuſion: 
and fo, with reference to the alluſion of that ſay- 
ing, mentioned in the firſt lines of this chapter, 


may juſtly now conclude, that though a white 


dog, ſullied by fighting with a black dog in 3 
dirty kennel, may be waſhed clean and white 


again, yet a dog that is black by nature can never} 
be waſhed white, though all the water in the 


Thames were poured upon him. 
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TCH A FP. III. | 
A clear demonſtration, from points of fad, 


that the recovery, preſervation and improve- 
ment of Britain s ſhare of the trade to Africa, 
is wholly owing to the induſtry, care and ap- 
plication of the Royal African Company. 


Y the progreſs of our trade to Africa, fince 
the beginning of the laſt century, it 1s evi- 
dent, that the impracticability of carrying on and 
preſerving that trade, in any open method, was 
aways the occaſion of eſtabliſhing companies, 
from time to time, with excluſive privileges, by 
charters under the great ſeal of England; and 
that, whenever infractions were made upon thoſe 
privileges, the trade fell always, of courſe, into 
diforders. ” „ Oe 
By a certificate from the Cuſtom-houſe, it ap- 
pears that, in full four years time, immediately 
preceding the. firſt charter granted by, King 
Charles II. to the preſent company's predeceſſors, 
when England had but one caſtle (called Corman- 
teen-Caſtle) on the Gold-Coaſt, and that the trade 
to Africa lay open to all the people of England, 
vz. in the years 1657, 1658, 1660, 1661 (the 
Exiſters of 1659 being burnt) all the woollen ma- 
a P nufactures exported from England to Africa, in 
de aforeſaid four years time, were only 669 ſayes 
ad 484 perpets, making in all 1153 pieces. 
By a certificate, under the hands of 40 of the 
principal perſons concerned in the woollen manu- 
adtures in London, proper for the trade to Africa, 
t appears that the new manufactures of annabaſſes, 
WET.  -- Y nicanees, 
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nicanees, tapſcils and brawles, were introduced by 
the Royal African Company's particular direction 
and encoura nt, for the trade to Africa; and 


that the ſaid company have annually taken of | 
great quantities of the ſaid goods, and thereby | 


given employment to above 500 perſons, in and 
bout the ct of London, for 4 making and 
dying of the {aid goodſes. 

By a certificate, under the hands of 64 of the 
principal- perſons concerned in the woollen manu. 
factures in Kidderminſter, proper for the trade to 
Africa, it appears that the new manufactures of 
boyſadoes and ftriped carpets, which are made in 
and about Kidderminfter, in the county of Wor- 
ceſter, were introduced by the particular direc. 
tions -of the Royal African Company ; and that 
the ſaid company, having annually taken off great 
quantities of the ſaid goods, have thereby given 
employment to above 1000 perſons in and about 
that place, and cauſed an extraordinary conſump- 
tion of Engliſh wool, of which the ſaid new manu- 

factures are only made. : 


By another certificate from the Cuſtom-houſe, | 


it appear, that in four years time (after the above- 
mentioned and other manufactures were, by the 
company's particular direction and encouragement, 
brought to a ſtaple goodneſs) before the Revolution, 
viz. in the years 1682, 1684, 1685, 1686, the com- 


pany exported from England to the coaſt of 


Africa 8208 fayes, 15,5 erpets, 2801 boy- 
| fadoes, 1776 Welk er”, bg 80k 165 1-half 
broad-cloths, 1520 718637 600 yards of flan- 
_ nels, 1 — bs Engliſh carpets, 104 crapes, 2067 fine 
annaba Es, and 69,388 ordinary ditto, making in 
all 103, 644 pieces; which exceeds the former four 


years exports (while the trade was open, before 


King Charles II. granted an excluſive charter) by 


102,491 
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102,491 pieces of woollen manufactures, and 


bears near the ſame proportion to the exports 
which were made, during the aforeſaid four years 
of open trade, as 100 does to 1; which is ſuch 
an improvement as all the interlopers and private 
traders from England to Africa could never, in 
the leaſt, pretend to have made, either before or 
ſince that time. | 

And leſt it ſhould be pretended that theſe great 
numbers of pieces of woollen manufactures ex- 
ported by the Company to Africa, might poſſibly 
amount but to a ſmall value, it appears by the 
Cuſtom-houſe, as well as the company's books, 
that their exports, in the year 1683, amounted to 
the value of 78,0287. 185. their exports in 1684 
amounted to 54,9327. 115. 7d. their exports in 
1685 amounted to 82, 3461. 1d. and their exports 
in 1686 amounted to 66, 128 J. 125. 3d. which, in 
an average, is ſomething more than 70,0007. per 


ann. as is particularly ſtated in the 276th page of 


this volume. 

Bur leſt it ſhould be pretended here likewiſe, 
that the exports of theſe four years are deſignedly 
picked out, as the greateſt which the company 


| ever made, while they enjoyed the privileges of 
their charter, it may be ſeen by the ſame books, 
and by the abſtract in the aforeſaid 276th page, 


whether we look backward or forward, till the 
Revolution, that their exports in the year 1682, 
immediately preceding the ſaid four years, a- 


mounted to 89, 6161. 185. 9d. and that their ex- 
ports in the year 1687, immediately ſucceeding 


the ſaid four years, amounted to 77,6957. 115. 34d. 
either of which far exceeds what the company ſay 


their exports were uſually in an average; which is 


a demonſtration that they do not fwell up their 
computations at random, to impoſe upon the 


1 nation 
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ways within compass. 
In thoſe days, the company being intire maſters 
of the trade, had ſuch'a' Ane and uniform view 
thereof, that they always proportioned their ex. 
ports to the vend which they found for the ſame 
on the coaſt of Africa, and as they could improve 
the one, ſo they did enlarge the other, with a due 
regard always to the general intereſt of the king. 
dom and the plantations, as well as to their own 
particular ad Vantage; for it cannot be diſputed, 
but that, as they were the firſt introducers and 
ns er of the woollen manufactures here, 
proper for the coaſt of Africa, fo they gave better 
prices for the ſame to the manufactors, than the 
private traders have done ever ſince: and as they 
then commanded the markets on the coaſt of 
Guinea, by getting at leaſt cent. per cent. advance 
on theſe manufactures, and purchaſing the beſt 
Negro ſlaves for 31, or 3. 105. at moſt, per head, 
8 the other products of Africa proportionally, 
ſo it is paſt. diſpute, that they fold theſe ſlave 
again in the plantations from 1 34, to 161. * head, 
as appears by the accounts of their ſales for many 
years together, and' by the living teſtimonies of 
maſters of ſhips who ſerved the company at that 
Moreover, the company, in thoſe days, it 
ported not only great quantities of cam-wood, ele- 
phants teeth, wax, and other goods from the 
coaft of Africa, to be manufactured here, but 
likewife as much gold as coined ſeveral hundred 
thouſand guineas in the Tower of London; 
whereas, ever fince the trade has been laid open, 
in 1697, the company and ſeparate traders have 
not coined 20,000 guineas, in 10 years time, to: 
V 8 os 


nation (as the ſeparate traders do) but keep al. 
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Tea further, it is already made ſufficiently evi- 
dent to the honourable Houſe of Commons, that 
the company Have Been at à continued yaſt charge 
and expence, in the purchaſing, building, main- 
mining and repairing forts, factories and fettle - 
ments on the coaſt of Africa, in the making and 
preſerving alliances with the natives, and in ſtrug- 
gling to preſerve and improve the Britiſh intereſt 
there againſt the inſults and undermining practices 
of the French, Dutch, and all other foreign com- 
petitors whatſoever, ever ſince their firſt eſtabliſn- 
ment to this hour; ſo that they have, even almoſt/ 
to a wonder, borne the heavy burden of preſerving 
that trade to the nation, without having had the 
benefit of their charter ever ſince the Revolution, 
but, on the contrary, met with greater diſcou- 
ragements, both at home and abroad, than ever 
they were willing to express. 
All the aforeſaid particulars are ſuch poſitive 
points of fact and demonitrable truths, that, upon 
due enquiry and examination, it is not in the 
power of malice itſelf to overturn or confute anß 
one of them. „„ „„ 

And now, ſince it is plainly evident that the 
company, with a ſmall joint-ſtock, under one 
uniform management, have done ſo great things 
for their own and this nation's credit and intereſt, 
while they enjoyed the excluſive privileges of their 
charter, any reaſonable perſon may eaſily judge 
to what a vaſt degree they might have raiſed and 
extended that trade, to the general advantage of 
this kingdom (when, by the trade itſelf, their capi- 
tal ſtock was very greatly encreaſed) had they not 
been interrupted in their progreſs, yea, and in a 
manner quite ſuppreſſed, by the infractions of 1 
private traders, and the fatal conſequences of di- = 
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vided al interfering intereſts among ourſelves, 
both at home and abroad. 

Then let us ſuppoſe that the interlopers, or 
ſeparate traders (who make ſuch a mighty buſtle | 
now) had found the tate of the trade to Africa in 
the ſame condition, and under the ſame circum- 
ſtances it was in before the Royal African Com- 
pany and their predeceſſors were eſtabliſhed with 
excluſive ere by King Charles II. viz. with- 
out any forts or caſtles on the Gold-Coaſt (except 
Cormanteen-caſtle, now poſſeſſed by the Dutch) 
without any alliances or confederations with the 
natives, without factories or correſpondents in the 
ſeveral ports of trade along that coaſt, without 


having any ſortable cargoes from hence, proper 


for that trade, but what muſt have been firſt 
brought hither from Holland, and without the 
nation's having any true knowledge or experience 
of the nature and circumſtances of that trade, or 
indeed any great humour or inclination to proſe- 
cute it, except in ſofar as the King and ſome few 
particular perſons had then a mind to encourage 


and protect any ſociety that would undertake to 
_ raiſe a joint-ſtock for carrying it on, chiefly with 


the view of ſupplying the plantations with Ne- 
groes, and to prevent the depopulating his Ma- 
jeſty's other dominions, by carrying too many 
ſervants from hence. In that caſe, what would 
have become of Britain's ſhare of the trade to 
Africa, if that trade had been till left open, 


without this or any other ſuch company's being 


ever eſtabliſhed, and theſe new ſeparate pretenders 


left at their liberty to trade thither, or not, as 
they pleaſed ? Why truly, the caſe is very ob- 


vious, and the anſwer is plainly this ; We ſhould, 


by ring time, have had the very ſame acceſs to the 


1 Gold- 


\ 
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Gold-Coaſt of Africa that we have to the Spice- 
Ilands in Aſia (which is none at all) and the trade 
to Africa had been irrecoyerably loſt to this na- 
tion, without ever knowing, or having ſo much 
33 a juſt notion of the value of what we had loſt : 


and even as it is, were it not for the books, re- 


cords, and regular correſpondences of the Royal 


African Company, and- the- experience of ſeveral 


perſons concerned with and employed by them, 
both abroad and at home, the nation ld be, 
= in profound ignorance of the true nature 
and ſtate of that trade, nor could any tolerable 


account thereof be given, even at this time, for 


the information of either houſe of parliament, 


But fo It is, that, for reſcuing this trade out of 
the hands of the Dutch (who, before the Royal 


African Company was eſtabliſhed, were, in a man- 
ner, the only conſiderable traders to Guinea) and 
for preſerving and improving the ſame to a na- 
tonal advantage, the company have, with much 
nduſtry and application, and at a very great 
charge and continued expence, purchaſed, built, 
maintained and repaired, from time to time, ſe- 
feral conſiderable forts and ſettlements on the 
coaſt of Africa, made and renewed, as occaſion 
required, ſeveral alliances and confederations with 
he natives, introduced, directed and encouraged 
he making of ſundry new manufactures in Eng- 


land, proper for the trade to Africa, which the 


ompany were, at their firſt ſetting up, forced to 
buy from Holland, viz. Leyden ſayes, ſcarlet 
loths, fuſtians, knives, muſkets, boyſadoes, an- 
abaſſes, &c. have likewiſe accuſtomed the natives 
If Africa to take and conſume ſeveral woollen and 


ther manufactures of England, which were never 


nt to Guinea before the company was eſtabliſhed, 
1 4 and 
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and, in a word, have, even under the pref of Ml |, 
all the complicated difficulties and diſcourage. Ml 
ments which they met bv ls theſe many #6 
paſt, Io to þ ag "that valuable trade to 
the nation, until they could have an opportunity Ml ( 
of laying their caſe and grievances now before the t 
9 and ſee what the wiſdom of the par. 
ament may think fit to do therein. 

No, he the ſeparate traders pretend what they 
will, it is moſt certain that, ever ſince the trade to 
Africa has been laid open, in 1697, all their 
trade, to a mere trifle, has been confined to the 
Gold-Coaſt, and that too within the influence of 
the company's forts and caſtles, otherways the 
natives could not have turned the ſlavery upon us 
fo much as they have done, by depreciating our 

goods, and advancing the prices of flaves to 
— intolerable degree; and how much ſoever 
the private traders may ſeem to flight the com. 
— s forts, that is but looking one way and 
rowing another, for if they ſpeak their minds 
plainly; it will be found that they flight theſe forts 
merely with deſign (if they could compaſs their 
ends with the parliament) to get the property of t 
them, for little or nothing, to themſelves ; and, tr 
if they are not ſtupidly infatuated, they mut th 
needs know that, if we had not had any forts on ſu 
that coaſt all this time, the natives durſt not have in 
traded either with the Engliſh Company or ſepa- th 
rate traders 4 and ſuppoſing the ſeparate tra 
ders pretended merit, upon account of their ex. 
portations, were as real as they would make thi 
world believe it is, yet till, even that fame | 
. owing to the foundation which the company have 
laid, for © facile eſt inventis addere and a dwai 
Randing eh a giants ſhoulders ought * 1 
ook 


| — ET , | 


<4 ew @. = rw: 


\S XX DS @® 0” = hm» 


| therArRICANTDRADE. $29 * 


look down with: ſcorn, and forget who it is that 
ſupports him from falling to the.ground. ' . 
As to any trade that the. ſeparate traders pretend 
to have had on the Quaqua, Callabar, or Angola 
Coaſts; where the company have no forts, there is 
too much ground to ſuſpect that the moſt of their 
expeditions along theſe coaſts deſerved ſome other 
That the ſeparate traders exports, and the 
numbers of Negroes carried by them to the plan- 
tations, are not the ſame as they pretend, is already, 
in the firſt chapter of this Third Part, made evi- 
dent to a demonſtration. But whatever their ex- 
ports may have been, it can eaſily be demonſtrated 
that, if all the exports to Africa, ſince the trade 
was laid open in 1697, had been under one entire 
intereſt and uniform excluſive management, at 
leaſt the ſame numbers of Negroes might have 
been purchaſed that really have been, and, inſtead 
of 100,000/7. value directly returned of African 
produce, ſuch as gold, &c. ſince that time, theſe 
returns. might probably have amounted to 8 or 
900, oo0 J. at leaſt; ſo that it may be truly ſaid, 
that the nation has loſt ſo much by not having the 
trade ſettled on a fixed and ſolid conſtitution all 
this time. Which will appear to be no groundleſs 
ſuggeſtion, if it be conſidered what the company's 
imports of gold, &c. have been, when they had 
the trade excluſive. 85 
And, as a farther proof of the company's 
having managed that trade to a national advan- 
tage, while they had it excluſive, before the Re- 
volution, the chief inhabitants of the iſland of 
Jamaica, having, in the year 1688, reſolved to 
addreſs the King, in relation to the ſettling of the 
I; 132 n 
* Vide the Second Part of theſe Reflections. 
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Spaniſh aſſiento in that: iſland, took occaſion, by 
the by, to enumerate and extol the many and fin. 
which: the Royal African Con. | 
Hm m1 gn of Negroes, had 

Fu other r inhabirane 


gular advantages 


pat — 12, 1688, which cottificate Way 
22 and read in council, before the late 


and Queen, and was ſigned 7 the ſeveral 
aſter-named, Viz, 


Hend. Moleſworth, F. Fuller, 


Sam. Bernard, Sam. Barry, 
John White, Edw. Yeomans, 
Tho. Freeman, James Walker, 


Whitgult Ailmer, E. Staynoon, 

Tho. Aiſcough, William Hutchinſon, 
Nich. Phillpott, JOHN HEATHCOTE 
Anth. Swymmer, James Bradſhaw, 

Simon Muſgrave, Charles Sadler, 


John Towers, CHARLES KNIGHT, 
Will. Francis Hall, Edmund Rives, 

Jona. Wood, Sam. Lewis, 

Lancellot Taltot, Richard Scott, 

James Riſbye, James Baniſter, 


Robert Phillips, Francis Blackmore, 
Thomas Nutteel, John Mohun, 
William Pulford, Thomas Clarke, 
Joſeph Knapman, Samuel Foxley, 
Thomas Trapham, Thomas Grey, 
William Puckle, James Goddard, 
Richard Slinger, William Stevens, 


Henry Cake, William Scarlet, 
Auſter Head, Philip Harris, 


. Willſon, Edward Puſdy, 
| Joſ. 


Jol. Decoſta, 
ſac Cotinho, 


David Alberry, 
fulk Roſe, | 
xdward Broughton, 
job Gomerlall, 

ſol. Serjeant, 
Thomas Pepys, 


KCHARD LLOYD, 


Richard Morſe, 
ſoſeph Bedoe, 
Phiip Jennings, 
james Prinreek, 
Solomon Hell, 
john Smart, 
Na, Stroughton, 


By all which it is evidently demonſtrated, that 
the Royal African Company have been both the 
ral founders and preſervers of the African trade 


to this nation. 


Henry Ward, 


Mioſeſt. Deſurun. Cardoſa, 
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Will. Mingham, 


Joſ. Jennings, 


Philip Gower, 


Peter Norman, 


Sam. Jones, 


. 
Charles Penhallow, 
Francis Hanſon, 


Walter Ruding, 
Smith Kettle, 
Edward Brooke, 


Abram Gomez Porte. 
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Africa in any of the open methods propoſed by 
the ſeparate traders, together with ſome pri. 
poſals for ſetting the ſame, by act of” parlia- 
ment, upon the foot of an excluſtve jomt-ſlack, 
as being, for many pregnant reaſons, con- 
ceived to be the only conſtitution which can 
properly be adapted to the nature and peculiar 
circumſtances of that trade, ſo as to preſerne 
. and carry it on to a national advantage. 


T is moſt certain, that a conſtitution may be 
very well ſuited to one branch of foreign trade, 
which can never be properly adapted to the nature 
and circumſtances of another trade, that 1s una- 
voidably attended with quite different circum- 
ſtances, and conſequently muſt require a different 
conſtitution, and different rules of management. 
Some years ago, nothing could pleaſe the ſepa- 


rate traders but an open trade to Africa, without 


any method or regulation at all; but fad expe- 
rience having convinced both themſelves and 
others of the folly of that method, they have been, 


theſe two years paſt, pleading for a regulated 


open trade, upon the foot of the Turkey Com- 


pany's conſtitution ; but being made to under- 
ſtand, by the arguments publiſhed on behalf ot 
the Royal African Company, that (beſide the vaſt 


diſparity that is between the circumſtances of the 


trade to Africa and that to Turkey) ſuch a conſti- 


tution as that of the Turkey Company would 22 
wit 


Several arguments againſt ſettling the trade i 
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{it with their other deſires, and would even ex- 
dude the far greater part of their own number 

fom the privilege of trading thither, they fly thus 

om one conſtitution to another, without conſi- 
ering the true nature of things, and ſeem to fix 
ow, at laſt, on the conſtitution of the Ruſſia 
Company, as a model of what they would be at; 
thich (if obtained) would labour under the fol- 
owing difficulties, with many more too tedious to 
be here narrated, —_ e 


I. The nature and circumſtances of the African 
trade is as far different from that of the Ruſſia 
rade, as it is from that of our trades to Holland, 
France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, &c. and in ſhort, 
o regulated company, without an excluſion and 
z joint-ſtock, was ever eſtabliſhed here, or elſe- 
pere, except for trading to places where the 
ration's intereſt and merchant's grievances are, or 
en be conveniently repreſented and redreſſed, by 
mbaſſadors or other publick miniſters; and no 
ther nation in the world (beſides England) ever 
ttempted trading to Africa, otherwiſe than by an 
excluſive joint-ſtock, except the Portugueze, 
whoſe forts and intereſt on the Gold-Coaſt have, 
by that means only, fallen a ſacrifice to the 
Dutch, who make them now pay 25 per cent. 
for a permiſſion to trade thither; which are poſi- 
"> Five points of fact, that cannot be denied by the 

kparate traders themſelves. 

IT. As forts and ſettlements are acknowledged 
17 o be abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation and 
Improvement of the African trade, ſo it would be 
of very dangerous conſequence to truſt the main- 
nance, preſervation, and needful reparations of 
lieſe (beſides innumerable other expences, always 

5 - neceſ· 
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neceſſary to anſwer the Fo pr and many une; Ml 
cted pry oe which do, and muſt frequent mal 
appen) to ſuch precarious and uncertain funds 3 
uſt depend wholly upon the voluntary and con. * 


tingent contributions of a very uncertain number 
of perſons, of ſeparate intereſts, and trading x d 
pleaſure, according as they happen to be either 1 
gainers or loſers by the trade. | 10 

III. While the trade to Africa is carried on, by" 
any open method whatſoever, it is not humanely 
conceivable how to manage matters ſo, but that 
the advantage of the trade muſt lie on the fide of 
the natives, and they will keep the ſlavery on us, 
as at preſent they do, by depreciating our woollen 
and other manufactures, and not only keeping uy, 
but alſo advancing the prices of Negroes and y 
other African productions to a moſt intolerableW,.. 
degree, the former of which is juſtly the com- 7 
plaint of this nation, and the latter is the occaſion 
of the ſeveral petitions from the plantations, now 
under conſideration of the honourable Houſe of 
Commons, for redreſs, | 
IV. No perſon or perſons, of any tolerable r. 
putation or capacity, can ever be prevailed upo 
to go and reſide in parts ſo remote, where the cl 
mate is ſo contagious, upon ſuch ſmall encourage- 
ments as the ſcheme propoſed by the ſeparate trader: 
can admit of; yea, ſuppoſing ſuch could be 
found, yet, having neither ſufficient credit there 
nor a diſcretionary power to launch out ſums 01 
money or quantities of goods upon needful occa 

ſions, but only to attend their poſts, and receive 
their poor yearly ſalaries, the Dutch, French, anc 
other competitors, knowing the depth of thei 

purſes, might eaſily take ſuch meaſures with th; 
natives as would quickly ſupplant the Britiſh uv 
| terell 
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ereſt there, and oblige the natives to have no 
manner of dealing with us; which, of courſe, 
yould unavoidably render the forts and ſettle- 
nents to be of no real uſe, and conſequently be 
abandoned, and the trade as irrecoverably loſt 

o the nation as the Spice-Iſlands in the Eaſt- 
Indies. . 

V. Upon the foot of any regulated open trade, 
chere all perſons are left to their liberty of trading 
or not trading, as they pleaſe, no imaginable, 
ral, national ſecurity can be given, either for the 
exportation of certain quantities of manufactures 
nd merchandize, or for making the needful con- 
nbutions for anſwering the aforeſaid ends, or for 
the importation of ſufficient numbers of Negroes 
o the plantations, at certain moderate rates. 

VI. In the method of an open trade, upon any 
rgulated foot whatſoever, it is impoſſible to 
make any advantageous contract, or ſettle the 
fiento for furniſhing the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies 
mth any conſiderable numbers of Negroes, at 
certain and determinate prices, which can be in- 
tantly demonſtrated, if required; and the many 
plitive arguments for ſettling the African trade, 
m the foot of an excluſive joint-ſtock, are ſo 
panly and fully ſtated in the 6th chapter of the 
Writ Part of theſe Reflections, that it is needleſs 

o repeat them here again. COLES 
All which weighty conſiderations may (it 1s 
lumbly hoped) be ſufficient motives to induce the 
paritament to ſettle the trade to Africa, now, 
pon the foot of one or other of the two following 
themes, as the only ſuitable means for preſerving 
Id . ee that trade, and ſupporting thou- 
ads of people, who, of courſe, muſt be ruined 
mthout it, ; 

Tux 
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| 1 AT the: proſent. Royal African Com, | 
| pany be, by act of parliament, ef, 
J excluſive of all others, in their trade, 
3 the Equinoctial Line northward, which 1 i 
23 degres north latitude, | 
II. That they be * by fuch eſtabliſh 
ment, 'to raiſe a ſtock, ſuch as the parliament 
| ſhall judge ſufficient, for carrying on, preſerving 
— that part of the trade to the ut- 
mo 
III. That all the reſt of the coaſt of Africa, WM 
from the Line fouthward (being upwards of 33 
degrees latitude) be open to all * Majeſty's Fr 
„for trading Ser in ſuch manner, and 
under ſuch regulaticns, as the wiſdom of the par- 
liament ſhall think fit, without their being obliged Ml | 
to pay the preſent 10 per cent. duty, or any part Ml f 
thereof, or any other acknowledgment whatſoever, WM f 
to the company, h 
But if the wiſdom of the parliament ſhall think 
3 it more advantageous to the nation, to have the i 
b trade of all the coaſt that is comprehended within d 
the limits of the company's charter carried on by 
one excluſive company, upon the foot of a general fe 
national ſubſcription, the following ſcheme is, in I © 


— 1 im _ 


that caſe, humbly propoſed : = I 
= | Pa 
Tus Second SCHEME, | 00 
ui: tg | a 
I. HAT the forts and ſettlements of the 


Kue Royal African Company (com- 
monly called their dead-ſtock) which, for the en- ¶ fe 


couragement of ſubſcribers, are eſtimated by the . 
all {© 
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at 1 50,0001. only (though, all circumſtances con- 
fidered, . they ſtood the company in more than 


treble that ſum) be declared to be the firſt article 
of that general ſubſcription, at the aforeſaid va- 


luation of 150,0007. as being abſolutely neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the trade. 

IT. That, upon the foundation of the aforeſaid 
forts and ſettlements (eſtimated as above) there be 
a general ſubſcription taken, for ſuch ſums as the 
wiſdom of the parliament ſhall judge ſufficient for 
carrying on and improving the ſaid whole trade, 
by a capital joint-ſtock, excluſive as aforeſaid. 
III. That the ſaid excluſive company be obliged 
to export yearly, from Great-Britain, to the a- 


other merchandize. ; 
IV. That if, at any time, there ſhall happen to 
be any complaint, or complaints, from any of the 


prices of Negroes, the ſaid company may, in 
luch caſe, be ſubjected to any expedient that her 
Majeſty in council, or the parliament, ſhall think 
fit to direct and appoint, for ſatisfying all the juſt 
deſires of the planters. 5 

V. That the aforeſaid 130, ooo l. being the pre- 
ſent company's intereſt in the ſaid general ſub- 
ſcription, together with their quick-ſtock (all ne- 
cellary charges deducted) be ſubjected, by the 
parliament, to the diſcharge of the ſaid preſent 
company's debts, in the firſt place, and then the 
overplus to the adventurers. 
the 5 
om- The alternative of the aforeſaid two ſchemes 
en- ſeems (according to my apprehenſion) to be fo 

fairly, equally, and impartially calculated, with 

Aepect to the intereſt of all parties immediately 
Ver. V. Z con- 


8 ”. a 4 my 

hg ol 

A+ * * 
* f 


mount of 100,000/7. value, in manufactures and 


plantations, in relation to the ſcarcity or high 
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concerned, and the general intereſt of FA Whole 
kingdom, and plantations thereunto belonging, 
that (with all the penetration of thought that I am 
maſter of) I cannot poſſibly foreſee any material 
or reaſonable objection that can be urged againſt 
the ſame, other than thoſe clamorous, empty and 
frivolous ſuggeſtions that have been, all along, 

injuriouſly propagated by the ſeparate traders, in 
relation to a pretended monopolizing and ſtock. 

jobbing trade, which, to any reaſonable man's 
ſatisfaction, are ſufficiently obviated in the 5th 
chapter of the Firſt Part of theſe Reflections. 

But if, after all the overtures and conſiderations 
that have been, or can be offered, it ſhould hap- 
pen to be reſolved, that delenda eſt Carthago, 
and thet an open trade to Africa, in the method 
of a regulated company, ſhould be the word, 
then the following conſiderations and difficulties 
would naturally occur. 

It is already acknowledged, and agreed to by 
all parties, that forts and ſettlements are abſoluteh 
neceſſary, both for the preſervation and improve- ff ? 
ment of the African trade. a 

It is alſo known, that upon the publick faith of P 
an excluſive charter in 1672 (which was then . V: 
reckoned to be an indubitable ſecurity) the Royal MF 
African Company were induced to launch out vaſt V 
ſums of money, from time to time, in the pur- ed 
chaſing, building, maintaining and repairing the] lie 
faid forts and ſcitlements, at a very great charge 
and continued expence, for many years together, an! 
ever ſince, and have therefore the ſole richt of 
property and poſſeſſion of the ſame. bel 

Yea, though any ſuch charter had never bes pre 
granted, yet {till che preſent company have a july le. 
legal, and unqueſtionable rigat to the property 


pA 
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poſſeſſion, and ſole benefit and advantage of theſe 


forts and ſettlements, as being in the actual and 
uninterrupted poſſeſſion of them all along, and as 


having all the folemnities that the law 1 requires, 
in any ſuch caſe; for they never ſo much as ſet 
up a ſtandard, and much leſs built a fort or eſta- 
bliſhed a factory, on any part of the coaſt of 


Africa, without the ſolemn ſuffrage and conſent 


of the native proprietors, for which they always 
paid certain daſhees, or preſents, in the nature of 


tines, as alſo a yearly ground- rent for the ſame, 


which they {till pay to this hour. 
Theſe propoſitions being premiſed, the ſeveral 


following ſcruples and queries will e 


ariſe. 


ling to part with the property and poſſeſſion of 
theſe forts and ſettlements, which coſt them ſo 
dear, otherwiſe than upon ſuch conditions as they 
have already propoſed ? 


2. In caſe they ſhould not be willing to part 


with theſe forts and ſettlements, otherwiſe than as 


aforeſaid, how far they may be compelled, by the 


parliament, to part with them, for a ſuitable equi- 


valent? 


3. In caſe they ſhould be compelled to part 
with them for an equivalent, by what rule that 
equivalent ſhould be computed, adjuſted and 
liquidated to a certain determinate ſum? And 

4. Who ſhould be obliged to the payment of 
any equivalent ſum ſo liquidated? 

To the firſt of theſe queries the company can 
belt give a ſolution, Whenever they think it 


proper for chem to impart their minds on chat 
head, 
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1. Whether the preſent company may be wil: 
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As to the ſecond query, it would be preſump- 
tuous to ſay that there can be any limits ſet to the 
power of parliaments, other than what are con- 
ſiſtent with their own wiſdom, and the common 
rules of equity and juſtice, which, no doubt, they 
will carcfully obſerve in this caſe, as well as in all 
other reſpects whatſoever. And fo I take it for 
granted, that if, upon any ſuppoſed national ac. 
count, they ſhould think fit to oblige the preſent 
company to part with the property of thele forts 


and ſettlements, it would be upon ſuch a foot as 


would fully compenſate thoſe advantages which 
the company might reaſonably hope to have 


reaped from the produce of that right of property, 
if allowed to improve it in their own method ; or 


at leaſt would make up all their loſſes and dif- | 


burſements in acquiring, improving and main- 
taining that right. | 
Then, as to the liquidation of an equivalent for 
theſe forts and ſettlements, it is to be conſidered, 
that though the company have already, for the 
encouragement of ſubſcribers to a new joint-ſtock, 
upon the foot of an excluſive parliamentary con- 
ſtitution, eſtimated the ſaid forts and ſettlements 
at ſo low a value as 150,000/. yet, if the motive 
or condition of that low eſtimation be not com- 
plied with, and that, through the want of ſuch a 
| conſtitution, they muſt loſe all hopes, both of 
retrieving their great loſſes already ſuſtained, and 
of reaping any advantage from the foundation 
which they have laid, they are ſtill where they 
were, and may very juſtly and equitably infill 
upon being either allowed to enjoy the ſole right, 
Py, poſſeſſion, benefit and advantage of theſe 
forts and ſettlements, by virtue of their acquired 
right from the native proprictors, and their own 
. chargeable 


chargeable improvements thereof, or otherwiſe to 


have ſuch an equivalent for the ſame as may ſa- 
tisfy all their juſt debts, and refund all the money 
advanced and loſt by them in that trade, together 
with the intereſt thereof; which three articles 


will, upon a juſt computation, amount to a ſum 


very little ſhort of a million ſterling. But ſtill it 
ought to lie upon the company to make that ap- 
PEAT. | . E: 
Nor can this rule of computing and liquidating 
an equivalent, for the Royal African Company's 


when it is conſidered that it is the very ſame rule 
by which the equivalent paid to the late Indian 
and African Company of Scotl nd was ſtated and 
lquidated, though they had no ſuch forts and 
ſettlements in their poſſeſſion at the time of their 
diſſolution; and as I am far from repining at that 
company's having got ſuch an equivalent, or 
thinking that they got any more than their right 
juſtly entitled them to have got, ſo it is reaſonable 
to hope that the wiſdom and juſtice of the parlia- 


e company to part wich their right of property and 
- WE poſſeſſion, otherwiſe than with their own conſent, 
a er upon the foot of an equivalent to be ſtated by 
of I tie aforeſaid rule; and were they to aſſign their 
ad WW tereſt and poſſeſſion to the Dutch, Portuguele, 
on Nor any other foreign nation, it is not improbable 
ey but that they might come to a much better mar- 
ft Nket. N 1 55 
nt, Suppoſing then, that a certain ſum were ſtated 
cle end liquidated, in manner aforeſaid, as an equi- 
red Nualent for the ſaid forts and ſettlements, it {till 
wn temains to be conſidered, Who ſhould pay that 
ble Num to the preſent company? Not the govern- 
| | " 2 BUS ment 
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quick and dead ſtock, be thought unreaſonable, 
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other perſon's property; for the wiſeſt of men 
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ment (I ſuppoſe) for many reaſons that I will not 
pretend to give an account of. It naturally then 
follows, that whoever are to have the benefit of 
this ſuppoſed new conſtitution, by trading ſepa- 
rately to Africa, muſt pay for theſe forts and ſet- 


tlements; but who theſe are, or may be, it is 


hard to tell, becauſe every man (upon the ſuppo- 
fition of ſuch a free conſtitution) is at his liberty 


to trade, or not to trade, as he thinks fit, and 


until he trade, he cannot be obliged to pay any 
quota of the ſaid equivalent. And ſo, while the 


_ preſent company will be expecting a liquidation 


and payment of the eſtimated value of their forts 
and ſettlements, they may all fall to the ground, 
or (which is worſe) into the hands of the French, 


Dutch, &c. for want of the needful ſupplies to 


maintain and repair them. 

To ſay (as the ſeparate traders have already 
ſuggeſted, by way of prevention) that the 10 per 
cent. duty, paid by them to the company, thele | 
10 or 11 years paſt, ought to intitle them to a 


proportional ſhare of the property of theſe forts 


and ſettlements, is, in effect, the fame as to fay, 


that a tenant, paying a yearly rent to his landlord, 


for any houſe, tenement or manor, according to 
agreement, ſhould, at the expiration of his leaſe, 
pretend to a ſhare of the property, in proportion 
to the rent that he had paid as aforeſaid. 

It is a conſtant rule, that no purchaſer muſt be 
allowed the privilege of ſetting a price upon an- 


aſſures us, that © It is naught, it is naught, faith 
the buyer.” Nor is it poſſible for ſome people 
ſeemingly to ſlight the uſe or value of the Atrican 
company's forts and ſettlements now, more than 
they formerly lighted the old Eaſt-India Com- 
3 pany » 
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pany's forts, though at laſt, rather than want 


them, they gave 330,c00/. for th.m, having only 
the addition of a tea- pot into the bargain. And 


if trading to Africa by an exclufive joint-ſtock be 


zdjudged ſafeſt by the Parliament, it is odds but 
that ſome of thoſe, who now decry that method, 


would be ready to take a ſlice of that ſhoulder of 


mutton likewiſe, whenever they ſhould find it 


a-going; and, though 20 new experiments were 


tried, one after another, I am perſuaded, in my 
mind, that the trade to Africa will be ſettled, at 


laſt, upon the foot of fome excluſive conititution, 


as the moit tuvitabie to the natue of that trade. 
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TO THE HONOURABLE 


The COMMISSIONERS 


For putting in Execution the Act, intituled 


u Act for the taking, examining, and 
ſtating the publick Accounts of the 
Kingdom. 


om CHARLES DAVENANT, L. I. D. 
nſpector-General of the Exports and Imports. 
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ro THE HONOURABLE 


The COMMISSIONERS, &c. 


Have received from this honourable board 
a precept, dated July 17, 1711, directing 
that I ſhould lay before you diſtinct annual 
accounts for the ten years laſt, to be atteſted be- 
tore you, on oath, of the importations and expor- 
tations of all commodities, particularly the woollen 
manufactures, into and out of this kingdom, to 
and from what places the ſame were exported and 
imported, and upon what ſhipping ſuch exports 
and imports were made, with my obſervations 
how the balance of the trade of this kingdom 
ſtood each year, with reſpect to foreign parts, and 
the increaſe of freight of foreign ſhipping ating 
"208 


Nr 
„ 
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this kingdom; and whether I have ſuſpected any 


ſhort or over entries have been made of the bs 
woollen manufacture, and of what quantity, va. have 
lue, or any other obſervations I have made, re.M;..n 
lating to the trade of this kingdom ine 

In obedience to which precept, I ſhall give nM, ar 
account of as many branches of trade as poſlibly WW T 
can be extracted from my ledgers, from the date ror 
of the ſaid precept to the ſitting of the parliament, duct 


and, at preſent, ſhall lay before you ſuch an ac. Net 
count as is required, with an eſtimate of the fir WM A 
coſt or value of the reſpective goods and mer. 


chandizes, and a ſtate of the balance of trade for 5 

_ ve diſtinct years, viz. from Chriſtmas 1699, to Hnor 

%%% 5 * 

C France, Holland, Spain, Wi 

Between England Portugal, Italy, Africa, Wurt 

C and Newfoundland. if 

Ts : 01 

The ſhortneſs of time not permitting me to MW 1 
| give you the like account of trade between Eng- 
| land and all other countries, I have pitched upon 
1 the aforementioned trafficks, in regard they may 
4 be moſt the ſubject of debate in the Houſe of 
; Commons, and may moſt want the help of Par- 
4 liament; and ſhall lay before you the like account 
4 of trade, from the year 1704. to the year 1709, 
4 between England and the ſaid countries, as faſt as 

4 they can poſſibly be diſpatched. 


And for as much as the great demand that has 
been for corn of late years, may have made ſome 
change in the general balance, I have thought it 
my duty alſo to lay before you a particular ac- 
count of corn exported for 11 years, viz. from 
c . 
And, becauſe the great payments every year 
made, to ſubſiſt our o] troops, and to pay 
a -- os : ſubſidies 
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Lbfidies to foreign Princes, as well as to carry on 
he Eaſt-India and Eaſtland trades, may have had 
{conſiderable influence in the general balance, I 
ve thought it might be of ſervice to annex the 
quantities of gold and ſilver exported, from the 
ime the regiſter was appointed, viz. anno 1695, 
o anno 1710. 2 
The woollen manufacture likewiſe bearing ſo 
krge a proportion in all the ex ported Engliſh pro- 
duct, I ſhall lay before you a particular account nt 
c that branch of our exportations. | 
And becauſe the tin to be made by contract, 
iz, 1600 ton ſtannery weight, which, reduced 
nto averdupois, yields 1714 ton 508 pounds, 1s 
more than is taken off by our foreign exportation 
nd home conſumption, which may tend to make 
that commodity become a drug abroad, and ſo 
turt the kingdom, I have thought it might be 
ueful to give you the exports thereof, from 1699 
01710, in the 10 diſtinct years. . 
The long war theſe kingdoms have carried on, 
nd no treaty of commerce having been ſettled 
turing the ſhort interval of peace, muſt needs 
have made great alterations in the channel of 
rade; and therefore I thought it would be a ſatiſ- 
faction to this honourable board, and give ſome 
ght into the preſent condition of trade (where we 
ave loſt and where we have gained, and how the 
balance may probably now ſtand, which I perceive 
to be the ſcope and intention of your precept) if 
[could lay before you any account of our dealings 
ita the reſt of the commercial world before the 
mar, when trade, tor ſome years at leaſt, had gone 
na ſettled channel. In order to this, all poſſible 
enquiries have been made at the Cuſt,m-houſe for 
n abſtract of the xports and imports, tor one or 
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but I cannot find any ſuch abſtract was kept. 
hoped at leaſt to have been able to give you an 


account of the importations of wines and brandie, Ml ( 
for ſome years before the war, which were ſo large ng 
a part of our trade with France, becauſe there h br 


been a long time an office at the Cuſtom-houſe 
particularly appointed to compute the duties upon 
thoſe goods, but upon ſearch no regiſter is left of 
thoſe entries, each officer having taken away his 


own papers; and a neceſſity at laſt appearing, ty plo 
know the quantity and value of ſundry goods im-M'ntc 
ported into, and exported from, this Kingdom ap 
upon a motion from the Houſe of Lords, an Ex. 
aminer of the Exports and Imports was appointed, Mi, 


which office began in the year 1696, and was exe. de 
cuted for ſome years, with great ſkill and induſtry, 
by my worthy predeceſſor Mr. Culliford, who, n 
poſting of his ledgers, has ſet a valuation upon al cha 
the reſpective goods exported from hence, ac. but 
cording to their current price here at home, and ere 
in the imported goods, according to their current nte 
price abroad, by the judgment of the ableſt fo cha 
reign merchants, to which valuation I have kept cha 
excepting 1n inſtances where there has been ſome 510 
apparent change; and upon examining it will beg pl 
found, that both of us have come as near th, 
truth as things of this nature can well be brought ¶ ho 
In order regul:rly to conſider and compute th kin 
trade of England with any other country, and to (1: 
form any judgment how it is like to ſtand here hd 
after, in caſe of peace, it would be requiſite tin 
know how it ſtood before the war had made ſuchi ne 
alterations in divers branches of it; but of this n con 
trace is to be found at the Cuſtom-houſe befor out 
1688, nor afterwards, till an Inſpector of the EI g 
ports and Imports was appointed, except wha, 
was laid before the Lords, from the year 169 
; : 
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o 1695 incluſive; whereof I can procure but 
nM imperfect copies. | 


Out of the voluminous books of entries remain- 


eig in the Cuſtom-houſe, to make ſuch an abſtract 
for three or four years, as might let us into the 
quantity and value of goods exported and im- 
orted between us and the nations with whom we 
teal, would be the work of more than two years, 


ployed. All the light I have been able to gain 


no in the Cuſtom-houſe, which contains an ab- 
tract drawn out almoſt in the ſame form as the 


raluations of all the commodities, but it only 
ges an account of the ſeveral goods and mer- 
chandizes, of the growth of England, exported 
cut of the city of London, and an account of the 
ſeyeral goods and merchandizes that were imported 


chaelmas 1663, and from Michaelmas 1668 to Mi- 
properly call the re- exports, viz. foreign goods and 


cate, in time, or out of time, whereof conſideration 
ſhould be had in ſtating the balance between two 
kingdoms. It is to be wiſhed the like abſtract 
(which appears to me an authentick copy of what 
had been offered to the Houſe of Commons, but 
In what year I cannot find) could b2 obtained of 
the out-ports for the ſaid two years, but it is not 
come to me; however, the proportion which the 
out-ports generally bear to London being known, 
| ſhall be able tg make from this abſtract ſeveral 
bolervations that may be uſeful, relating to the 

VM,, gs preſent 


though ſeveral additional hands ſhould be em- 


nto the tranſactions of paſt times, relating to the 
exports and imports, is from a manuſcript remain- 
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gers of my office are now kept, with the then 
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nto the ſaid city, from Michaelmas 1662 to Mi- 
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chaelmas 1669, but it takes no notice of what we 


plantation goods carried to other countries by certi- 
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from the city of London, to the ſeveral kingdoms 


| CY 
\ 4 


\ 


332 Report to tbe Commiſſioners 
preſent poſture of our trade: from thence you 
will have the total value of all goods exported 


and countries, and the total value of all goods 
imported into the city of London for the tw 

ears aforeſaid; alſo the revenues of the cuſtoms 
in the ſeveral ports of England for one yer, 
from Michaelmas 1676 to Michaelmas 1677, as to 
the quantities of goods contained in this account 
I believe they may have been fairly extracted from 


the old entry-books of the Cuſtom-houſe, but, a; 


to the valuation ſet upon the ſaid goods, I have 


much reaſon to ſuſpe& the truth thereof, con- 


cerning which I ſhall make ſome obſervations in 
the proper places; but, ſuch as it is, I haye 
thought it might be for the ſervice and ſatisfaction 
of this board to annex to this report a copy of the 
ſaid manuſcript; and, in regard I ſhall have x 


frequent occaſion to reſort to it, I ſhall premiſe, 


once for all, that the duty of cuſtoms for the port 


of London bear proportion to the duty of cuſtoms 


in the out-ports, as 1,268,0951. is to 346,081], 
viz. about 3-4ths, according to which the imports 
and exports may be computed. „ 
And being before this honourable board upon 
oath, and looking upon myſelf, by the nature o 
my office, bound to act impartially between tht 
crown and the merchants, and obliged to uſe my 
utmoſt endeavours, as well to promote the- general 
good of trade as the increaſe of her Majeſty's re- 
venue, in what I have to ſay you ſhall find the 
utmoſt ſincerity, as far as my knowledge reaches; 
where I find the duties ſo high as to cramp trade 


and hurt the kingdom, I ſhall not fail to remark 


it to you in the ſeries of this report, and ſhall do 
the like where there ſeems a probability that the 
merchandiz 
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merchandize will bear higher impoſitions, ſince 


nothing can more tend to increaſe our foreign and 
domeſtick trade, and, in reality, to advance the 
Queen's revenue, than that the burthen ſhould be 
ſo laid as at leaſt to be tolerable to the whole. 

I ſhall proceed to ſhew upon what terms Eng- 
land ſtands in trade with the forementioned coun- 
tries, all along taking notice, where it is needful, 

of the exports and imports of the years 1662 and 
1668, and comparing them with the times from 
when my own accounts begin and are to end. 
And firſt, as to the trade VV 


Between England and France. 


TP : FC 
N e ö imports 647706 16 o 
| Mich. 7 663, 1 Ports 375065 6 © 


— 4 ay 


1 


imports exceed the exports 272641 10 0 


— = — 


- * imports 541583 16 o 
5998, £0 exports 108699 4 © 


Mich. 1669. 


Before the war, 
8 | 


from Mich. ] 


_ WY © — — 
8 


(imports exceed the ex ports 432884 12 © 


Of this over-balance France had upon us, I 
ſhall haye occaſion to ſpeak further by and by, 
and, in the mean while, ſhall obſerve, that our 
two moſt valuable and national articles, in thoſe 
dz Vol. V. Aa two 
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doo years, were lead and the Goollen Hilific- 


8. 11 Lid > wo 2 0 * 
nne 1 Lead. 7 * 8) 4 . A 
From Mich. Cend,'2 17497 ee 
1662 1 . foder, At 1 1 J. 239327 Oo 4l 
1002, OO : OTE e 
Exports T nufacture 37 “ 9 
„ e 4 | 8 | hs TY TS 1471 4 8 
| Total of both 336101 o © Ws 
12 02 4%. © Lead. 1228 "PEPE 0 
From Mich. : » 1328 | * g 
3 wo. oder, at 111. 14608 0 o Me 
r es 4 
Mich. 1669. | Woollen ma- q 4 
| = 
Exports {| nufacture f 685 „ O79 | 
Total of both 83129 17 o Wo 
3 Fe. : = 3 | 7 Pf 140 f 8 | 
Note, I can give no account how it came to . 
paſs, that our exportations of lead were ſo large WW: 
in the year 1662, unleſs (as T have been informed) WI \ 
there was an extraordinary call for it on account 5 ö 
of the French King's buildings, and for a ſtore of 5. 
buüllets; and, in that caſe, there muſt have been As 


a great old ſtock lying by in our kingdom, for 
the annual product of that metal will not come to 
the aforeſaid quantity, over and above our own 
conſumption. 


Of the woollen manufactures, they „ _- 
value of the long, ſhort, and Ke; £6 
Spaniſh cloths, in the year, 

from 1662 to 1663, was — 8 

In the year, from 1668 to 1669 16602 0 © 


22740 0 © 
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The commodities moſt profitable to France, 
mported from thence hither, were linnens, French 
wines, brandies, wrought ſilk, ordinary paper, 
and kid-ſkins, whereof I ſhall give an account in 
the diſtinct articles. | - | 


9 (Linnen — — — — 183442 1 © 
g 2 French wine, 7465 tun — 268740 0 0 
© & | Wrought ſilk, 3684 pounds 30789 © 0 
J Ordinary paper, 116,0 1 
985 ns” — 38691 0 © 
8 1 Brandy, 105 tun — — 4 6 5 5 68 
1 705 | 
EG | Kid-ſkins, 6592 hundred 21131 10 © 
_ 5 
Total 390448 11 0 


2 Linnen — — — — 183890 19 © 
8 © | French wines, 5726 tun 206136 © © 
« & | Wrought ſilk, 6408 pounds 14418 © © 
: &) Ordinar r, 52, 13 8 
28) a 0 — — — 50710 6 8 
| * Brandy, 333 tun — — 19985 © © 
= E : Kid-ſkins, 4817 hundred 15665 5 © 
ST | Be Des 3 


| Total 490805 10 8 


1 I ſhall now proceed to ſhew how trade ſtood 
between England and France, from Michaelmas 
698, to Chriſtmas 1712, during all which time 
there was ſome ſort of intercourſe between the two 
kingdoms ; and this account comprehends the 
Wut-ports as well as London. N 
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In the inſtance of France, as well as in other 
countries to which we deal, whereof I ſhall endea- 
your to ſtate the trade, it will be proper I ſhould 


give an account of the value of our exported 
cloth, viz. 


long : 
Cloths Spaniſh in a diſtinct article, 
85 A MED 


that this honourable board may ſee how that par- 
ticular branch of our exportation riſes or falls. 


4 | £ $4 =G 
5 1698 [ \ 1699 Sg | 8634 15 © 
© 1699 E Ji7ool = 2) 12057 2 6 
g | 17500 [VU Jinoaiſ 2A) 3136 1 10 
8 1701 8 1702 12 > 182 10 0 

Total 24010 9 4 


Firſt, From the foregoing accounts, this ho- 
nourable board will obſerve, that before the war 
the dealings between the two kingdoms were ve 


conſiderable to what they were during the four 
ears of peace, 


Secondly, That in 1662 and 1668, the balance 
between the exports and imports was very much 
on their fide ; that, in the Gs laſt years of our 
trade thither, we over-balanced them. f 


Thirdly, That the bulk of trade between both 
ingdoms conſiſted of but a few particulars. 


Fourthly, That in the four years trade (ſuch as 
was) England had what is commonly called an 
ver-balance of 244,976, 5 

It 


'y 


endeavour to ſet this matter in as true a light à 


far is beyond contradiction, that all the while 


which that country would certainly have done 
and felt in fo long a tract of time; fo that, during 


merce that was between them. During the afore 
mentioned period, the ſtrength and power « 


the year 1660, the face of affairs in Europ 
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It has never been popular to lay don, tha 
England was not a great loſer by the French trade, 
but, in enquiries of this kind, truth ſhould be 


more hunted after than popularity, and I ſhall 


the nature of it will admit of, and which lies { 
obſcure for want of knowing right of matter of 
fact. As to the importations and exportations of 
commodities between the reſpective kingdoms, ſo 


England flouriſhed and grew rich by an extended 
traffick (which was by . Elizabeth's reign, 
down to the year 1640) that the two countries did 
not load one another with prohibitions of, or high 
duties upon, each other's product or manufactures 


that had found itſelf any conſiderable loſer b 
their mutual dealings, which muſt have been {cen 


this ſpace, it is rather to be preſumed both king! 
doms reciprocally found their account by the com 


France was not become formidable, and the pre 
digious growth of the Houſe of Auſtria was whi 
employed all our fears ; but, as you know, abo 


changed, the Spaniſh monarchy was declined 
and France became the riſing empire. 

And it roſe ſo fait as to beget juſt apprehenſio 
to England for our future ſafety. In the me: 
while ſeveral good patriots, perceiving the cou 
then fatally running into French interett and me 
ſures, and finding it would be difficult to engag 


D a o 5 * 
the people {newly come out of a civil war) to 10 


low and join with them in more national council 


by ſpeculations merely political, concerning i 
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rogreſs of the French arms and power, they 


og the beſt courſe to awaken Enghſhmen was 


to alarm them about the danger they were in to 


Joſe their trade, and, for this reaſon, nothing was 
ſo common as to cry, © that England was undone 


by the prodigious over-balance the French had 
upon us.” To this purpoſe divers eſtimates were 
delivered to King Charles II. to the committees of 
Council, and to the Houſe of Commons, and 


ſometimes the court gave in to this matter. When 


great ſums of money were to be aſked in parlia- 
ment to carry on a vigorous war againſt France, 
this over-balance was made ule of maliciouſſy, by 
ſome who had a mind to diſturb and defame the 
government. 1 x 

Whatever over-balance France in particular 
might have upon us, between the imports from 
thence and our exports thither (and admit this 


over-balance to have continued a long time) it is 


evident, beyond all diſpute, that England was 


every year a gainer in its univerſal trade; whereof 


nothing can be a ſtronger proof than the Mint- 
accounts, bullion being the true ſuperlucration in 
foreign traffick, and plenty of bullion occaſioning 
2 great coinage. And from the time it has been 
ſuggeſted we carried on ſuch a laſting and deſtruc- 


tive trade with France, viz. from 1659 to the 


21ſt of Dec. 1688, the Mint had full employ- 
ment, ſince it appears from the Mint-rolls, that 


there was coined at this period of this time, 
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In gold +<-- — 6274858 1 o 
In ſilver -<-- --- 4203628 6 2 


— — 


10478486 1 2 
* 
If 


— — 
- BOT bog dit 4 ae re I Ce 1 NES 2 + * 


364 Report to the Commiſſioners 


If England has ſuffered ſuch a drain as the loſs 
of a million per ann. by its dealings with one 
ſingle country, there could not have been ſuch an 
ummenſe coinage in thoſe years, nor could the 
bullion we received from Spain, returned as the 
over-balance we had in trade with the Spaniards, 
have anſwered and made good ſuch a conſtant 
iſſue; from whence. follows, that this balance 
againſt us of a million yearly, which has been aſ- 
{erted in ſeveral books, and in memorials laid 
before the King and Council, and both Houſes of 
Parliament, muſt have been chimerical, for bye- 
ends advanced by ſome, and ignorantly followed 
by others. But in caſe of a general peace (when- 
cver it ſhall happen) it is eaſy to be foreſeen this 
diſpute will always laſt. They who may deſire 
the continuation of the war, or whoſe dealings to 
other countries may lead them to obſtruct all forts 
of traffick with France, will affirm ſuch an over- 
balance: they who underitand trade in general, 
and who know there can be no ſound peace 
between countries when there is not a fair com- 
mercial treaty, will deny it; from whence future 
animoſities and breaches may poſſibly ariſe. It 1s 
therefore humbly propoſed, that this honourable 
board will direct their precept to the commiſſioners 
of her Majeſty's cuſtoms, to lay before you the 
book of entries, as well for the out-ports as the 
port of London, from the year 1668 to 1688; 
trom which books, in no long tract of time, and 
at no great expence, an extract of all the Exports 
and imports between both kingdoms may be 
made, for as many of thoſe years as you 1n your 
wiſdom ſhall judge neceſſary. 

From any authentick memorial I could oy 
ſee, relating to the loſs or gain by this traffick, i 
does not appear that they who argued either 2 
went 
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went on foundations to be relied on. Conjectures 
and computations. are commonly to be anſwered 


by other conjectures and computations perhaps as 


plauſible ; but demonſtrations from matter of fact 
(ſuch as the propoſed extracts from the original 


entries muſt be) would put a final end to this 


diſpute, which, for near go years together, did 
occaſion long and warm debates in parliament. 

A repreſentation to the late King, from the 
lords commiſſioners for trade and plantations, 
bearing date Dec. 23, 1697, aſſerts, that the 


French over-balanced us in commerce about a 
million per ann. and they mention a computation 


of one year, where the exportations from thence 
hither are ſaid to amount to 1,136,150/. and our 
exportations thither but to 171, 0211. It is like- 
wiſe there laid down, that there were imported 
from thence Tl e 


Silks to the value of _ — _ 200000 
Linnens to the value of ß  — 500700 
Wine and brandies to the value of 217000 


Total 101 7700 


But in the two years whereof I have an account, 


there are no ſuch large importations. They like- 


wiſe ſay, that ann. 1685 there was 20,000 tun of 
wine and 6000 tun of brandy imported, and from 
ann. 1688 to ann. 1689, upwards of 20,000 tun 


of wine and about 6000 tun of brandy. As to 
the laſt year, the proſpect of an approaching long 


war might make our merchants very much enlarge 
their inveſtments from thence; as to the other 
inſtances, it does not appear how the facts are 
grounded, but moſt certain it 1s, that our ex- 


portations to France never amounted to near a 


million. 
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million. It is likewiſe to be doubted, that the 
computations delivered to the late King in 169) 
were not right, and miſtaken either in the quan- 
tity or value of the goods, and that ancient errors 
and former prejudices were rather followed than 
truth confulted, which would ſtill appear more 
manifeftly, if the old books of entries were exa- 
mined. ER Sb 9, op 
So far is eaſy to trace, that the accounts relati 
to the imports from France hither were not fairly 
ſtated, but rather calculated to pleaſe thoſe who 
did not like that trade, than to inveſtigate the 
truth; for I obſerve, in the valuation of wines 
and brandies in that account now laid before you, 
and might be extracted from accounts laid before 
King Charles II. and the parliament, about the year 
1680, the wines are valued at 36/7. per tun, and 
the brandies at 451. per tun, according to which, 
in the balance between the exports and imports of 
both kingdoms, the amount of the wine and 
brandy came to 


FP On | 1 
Anno 1668 f Wine — 2056136 
to 1669 Brandy — 19985 


Total 226121 


In which account it is manifeſt that thoſe liquors 
are valued as the retailers fold them by the quart 
in London, and including the prime coſt, com- 
_ miſſion, freight, cuſtoms, merchants and retailers 
wa. AL h 

Whereas, in ſtating the balance between two 
countries, the prime coſt only in the reſpective 
countries ſhould be calculated. | 
Now it is notorious, that about that time the 
prime coſt of wine was about 8. per tun, and of 

1 1 brandy 
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e about 91. per tun, in which valuations 1 
to all the old experienced merchants who 
formerly dealt to France; and, accordifig to this 
naluation, in ſtating the balance the amount will 


be 8 
＋. 


Wine — 1050 e _ — 45808 
Gu oo ng 3 


Total 48785 
Whereas the other computation is — 226121 


Difference 177336 


Me C ulliford has 1 valued wines and 

brandies higher for the year 1698 to 1699, ane 
b downwards, but that might proceed from 
tarcity of the commodity itſelf upon the ſpot, 
rich rendered the prime coſt dearer, or other 
xccidents z whereas peace, and a number of hands 
ſo cultivate the vineyards, will probably bring 

fines and brandies to their old price. 
There is the ſame wrong valuation in the in- 


lance of ordinary paper, v1z. 


of Paper imported, 152,131 reams, 
e | which is valued at 65. 8 d. per ream, & 50719 
S and amounts to _ — 
't b 

4 
* 


Whereas, if paper were valued at 
* | the prime coſt, as it is in my books, "PR 
the amount 'of ſuch a N . 
o e (would be but — — 


Difference 240 88 


mich having been a large importation, did alſo 
ke a grear difference in 1 the balance. 


In 
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In 1668 to 1669, I find likewiſe a higher value 
ſet upon the linnens than my books bear, and in. 
_ deed upon moſt commodities of French growth off 
manufacture, as vinegar, rape, ſalt, rozin, prunes, 
. turpentine, anniſeeds, &c. exceeding probability 

of truth, whether out of ignorance, or affectation 
of popularity, this honourable board will be the 
beſt judges, if they are pleaſed to call for the re. 
preſentations concerning the French trade, which, 
from time to time, have been laid before the 
Houſe of Commons; whereas, in the value of 
our own exports, comparing my books with thel 
computations of 1668, I find them pretty near one 
another, allowing for the difference of time be- 
tween 1668 and 1711 : therefore the French trade 
having been ſet in ſo falſe a light, it is no wonder] 
that, for 40 years together, we have had ſuch 
notions of an over-balance upon us, which might 
reaſonably provoke the parliament ſo often to de 
fire a prohibition of all commodities of French 
growth and manufacture. By the proceedings 
between England and France, from 1660 to 1668, 
it looks as if both countries were jealous that each 
gained upon the other in their traffick, and ſo en- 
deavoured each to ſecure itſelf, by charging the 
other's importations with high duties, ſome 0l 
them tantamount to prohibitions, wherein the 
French ſeem to have been the aggreſſors; whic 
their wiſe ſtate would hardly have done, if the 
had been ſuch gainers in the balance as 15 pre 
tended, ſince retaliation was certainly to follow 
ſome time or other. Before the year 1660, the 
had laid a duty of 30 ſols per ton upon Engl 
ſhipping; and the aforementioned report take 
notice, the French King, ann. 1654, 1660, 166“ 
and 1667, had increaſed the duties on our woolle 
manufacture, our lead, tin, coals, tobacco, lug 
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fiſh, and other commodities, and reſtrained the 


importation of our woollen goods to his ports of 
Calais and Dieppe, and other commodities to 
ſome other inconvenient ports; and in 1686 he 


laid high impoſitions on all our Eaſt-India goods 


ſent thither, and reſtrained their importation to 
ſelect ports. We retaliated in 1660, by our 
act for encouraging and encreaſing ſhipping and 
navigation, which ſecures our trade not only from 
the encroachment of France, but of other coun- 
tries; there we lay 5s. upon their tonnage till 
they take off the 50 ſols upon ours. In 1668 we 
lad a new 1mpoſition upon their wines and bran- 
dies for two years : in 1670 new duties were laid 
upon their wines and vinegar for eight years: in 
1667 an act paſſed to prohibit French wine, vine- 
gar, brandy, linnen-cloths, ſilks, ſalt, paper, &c. 
tor three years: in 1678 an additional duty was 
lad upon all wines; moſt of which duties were 
continued to 1688. | 5 

I ſhall not meddle with what has been done in 
both kingdoms ſince the year 1688, in regard it 
s freſh in your memories, and ſhall only take no- 
tice, that the duties are ſo high as to hinder a free 
trade (thoſe upon our wocllen manufacture eſpe- 
cally) being in France at leaſt 50 per cent. which 
Is worſe than a total prohibition. 

England, without doubt, was wanting to its 
own intereſt in the ſeven or cight firſt years of 
King Charles the ſecond's reign, in not retaliating, 
time enough, with high duties laid upon their 
goods, the high impoſitions they had laid upon 
our wocllen manufactures, and other of our pro- 
duct. If we had ſo proceeded, trade would have 
been, upon an equal foot between us; and from 
the beſt view I have been able to make in a mat- 
ter ſo intricate, and at {uch a diſtance of time, I 
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am rather inclined to think the over-balance 
would have been on our ſide. But from whence 
this ſupine negligence took its riſe, I ſhall leave to 
your own conſiderations. | oh, 
Tou ſee that in the year 1699 there is an ap- 
pearance of an over-balance on the French fide, 
and their imports hither exceeded our exports thi- 
ther 432,884 J. but whether this was all loſs to 
England, and a gain to France, 1s a great quel- 
By a medium of three years, from 1699 to 1702 
inchuſive, the exports of England to Holland 
exceed the imports from thence hither 1, 372, 085“. 
per ann. and yet it cannot from thence be argued, 
that England got and Holland loſt all this money, 
for if fo, at this inſtant (the like exceſs in traffick 
going on every year to this time) they would be 
_ exceeding poor by their trade with us, and we 
ſhould be grown very rich, which few take to be 
the caſe. But admit that heretofore we loſt by 
our trade with France as much as the moſt extra- 
vagant computations amount to, we ſhall have a 
fair opportunity, whenever a peace comes, to ſet 
this matter right, and to prevent ſuch a miſchief 
for the future, in regard the channel of trade 
throughout Europe has, this laſt 2o years, received 
ſuch conſiderable alterations. 

This long war has brought ſeveral of the com- 
modities that chiefly ſwell the French importa- 
tions hither into diſuſe, or we are fallen into a 
track of taking goods ſerving to the ſame purpoſe 
from other countries, or we ourſelves have at- 
tained to a good manufacture of thoſe goods, 
of all which I ſhall give ſome particular in- 
ſtances. 5 . 5 


Iſt, 


Which importations of Germany linnens, 
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iſt, As to linnens, which heretofore has been 
reckoned ſo large an importation, and ſuch a 
weight againſt us in the general balance, as to 
our traffick with F rance, it is evident that in this 
commodity trade has taken another channel, viz. 


From France into Germany, 
For the linnen imported from France, }, ,_- 
ann. 1688 to 1699, amounted to "1 183896 
And 


The linnens imported from en 121682 


ann. 1668 to 1669, amounted to 


from Chriſtmas 1699 to Chriſtmas 
1702, at a medium of three years, ( 


519737 
amounted to per aun. — 


F LS eel obſervations I have heretofore 
made, it appears to me that the Germans have, 


for ſome time, changed their fabrick of linnen, 
but eſpecially ſince the year 1688, the war then 


begun with France having put them upon making 
a commodity that might ſtand in the room of 


French linnens, which they have ſo much outed, 
that, whenever a peace comes, the French will 


hardly be able to retrieve it; but this will be 
more fully handled when the ſtare of the German 


trade ſhall be laid before you: beſides, we are 


come to a good manufacture of that commodity 


in Ireland, for by a medium of ſeven years, there 
was imported, from Chriſtmas 1699 to Chriſtmas 
1705, 391,144 ells per ann. and the manufacture 


goes on ſince that time increaſing, ſo that there 
lems no great reaſon to apprehend that French 


lnnens wilt be hurtful to us in tue balance. 
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F 2dly, As to ordinary paper, the import thereof 
was indeed large in the year 1699, as has been 
ſhewn before, viz. to the value of 50,7107. But 


at home we are very much improved in that ma- 


nufacture, and though we are not come up to the 
French perfection (and never can without a linnen 


manufacture of our own) yet what we make and 


bring from other Lark ſerves our uſes, inſomuch 
that, during the 


whole importations of French ordinary paper 


amounted to but 75841. gs. 9d. 


2dly, As to kid-ſkins, another conſiderable 
importation in the aforeſaid year 1699, either we 
make uſe of ſome leather of our own, for womens 


oloves and other purpoſes, in the room of French 
kid-ſkins, or we bring them from other parts, as 
Holland, Germany, Ireland, Eaſt-Country, Italy, 


Spain, Scotland, the northern countries, &c. 
Thoſe imported from Holland were probably of 
French product, bought there, and imported here 
by the Dutch. a 


- 4thly, The ſilk manufacture is of late very 
much improved in England, ſo that, in caſe of a 
peace, ſuch quantities of French wrought ſilks, 
as heretofore, will not probably be imported. 


; Laney IP # 
4.4 5 1662 imported to theg 30789 
In che years | 1668 value of | 14418 
* 3 


W hereas, in the four years and quarter 
interval of peace, there was iporced $72 I-13 
to the value of — — 


5 But what of this rich and profitable commodity 


might be run during that time, comes not within 


my knowledge. +: $0 
8 Sthly, 


our years interval of peace, the 


From France. | Italy, | Spain. | Portugal. 
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Sthly, As to wines and brandies, in caſe of a 
peace, this luxurious conſumption, in all likely- 
hood, will lie the heavieſt upon the Engliſh in 


their dealings with the French, the uſe and ex- 
pence of them having gradually increaſed almoſt 


every year, from 1660 downwards. To open this 
matter, 1t will be neceſſary for me to ſhew the 


importations into this kingdom, of wines and 


| brandies (Rheniſh excepted) from ſeveral periods 


of time, and from ſeveral countries. 


Imports 1 Brandes anno 1668 to 1669. 


—— — ——— — — 


5726 tun Nil 6343 _ Nil 
333 tn 4 Nil 4. Nwk.-- 1 Ny... 


32 


From which account it appears, the general 
conſumption of wines and brandies (Rheniſh ex- 
cepted) in England, in that year, was 


Wines — 12069 5 
Brand, 3338 tuns. 

For the ſubſequent years, to the year 1668, as 
I have obſerved before, mention is made of much 


larger quantities imported, eſpecially French wine 


and brandy, but of this I have no account; how- 
ever, it is obvious the great uſe of thoſe liquors 
came in ſoon after the Reſtoration, increaſing 
every year, and if, in 1669, there were imported 
any Portugal or Italian wines, it was only as pre- 


ſents from abroad, and it does not appear that it 


was entered in the Cuſtom-houſe books. 
After the war, the trade. in wine, as well as 


divers other commodities, took a different channel. 


Bb 3 Imports 


374 Report tothe Commiſſioners bs 


r Wines from 1699 to 1702, b 
Imports i Brandis medium for three er " 


FromFrance | "y [gt Portugal. 


— 


1245 tun 1508 un | 9309 tun | 6897 tun 
118 Aj x or 622 tun 20 tun 


From whence appears the general conſumption 
of vines ( Rheniſh excepted) | in England, "7 a 
medium of three years, per ann. was 


Wine — 18915 7 
Brandy — 2772 F * 


This honourable 980 will here take notice, 


that though little wines have been im ported from 
France fince the beginning of the firſt war, we 
have been ſupplied with the commodity from 
other places, and that our conſumption thereof is 
increaſed, from 1669 to 1702, 6848 tun per ann. 
Since the breaking gut of the firſt war, little 
brandies have been imported, in the room of 
which are come home made ſpirits, drawn from 
cyder, melaſſes, wheat, and malt, to which the 
common people bcing now accuſtomed, the call 
for French brandies will probably be leſs hereafter 
than it was in former times, 

Before I cloſe the article of wine, it may not be 
amiſs here to take notice of the Rheniſh wines. 
From my manuſcript 1 it appears, that formerly we 
did not receive this commodity directly from the 
Germans, but by the way of Holland, for under 
the head of Germany I find no Rheniſh wines en- 
tered, but under the head of Holland. 


In 


EEE 


. " | 
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In the ee Rhen. wines 9247 
years imported 735 — 


1668 to 1669 
And from the years 1699 to 1702, I find, by a 
medium of the ſaid three years, from Holland and 


Germany, Rheniſh wine imported per ann. 7 35 


From whence it appears, that the prohibition 


of French wines has not increaſed the conſump- 


tion of Rheniſh wine, as, to the beſt of my re- 
membrance, was expected at that time, ES 7 
In the years 1662 to 1668, ſeveral commodities 
were carried from hence to France, from the out- 


ports only, as in particular fiſh, viz, cod, herrings 


red, herrings white, and pilchards ; theſe, with 
ſeveral other goods from wn at (if an ac- 

D might perhaps 
bring the balance to be much leſs againſt England 


count of them could be procure 


than has been commonly ſuggeſted. During the 
three firſt years interval of peace, fiſh exported to 
France, in proportion to the other traffick we had 
then with that Kingdom, was no contemptible 
article, the value whereof follows : 


. 


W 1698 W 1699 — 5062 6 9 
Che Je Chriſt. 1905 — 7793 1 
5 ien 74 


From what has been already opened to this ho- 
nourable board, it ſufficiently appears what diffi- 
culty there will be to compute any ſort of balance 
between England and France, unleſs we had the 
entries of the reſpective goods between the inter- 
mediate years, from 1669 to 1689; but ſo far 
may be taken for granted, that all along the 
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French importations increaſed upon us, and our 
exportations thither diminiſned, by reaſon of the 

f high duties laid upon them in France, which we 
| did not take early care (as I have obſerved before) 
to retaliate with the like impoſitions upon their 

product and manufactures, in order to put the 

trade upon a more equal foot between both king- 

doms, but te what degree, during thoſe 19 years, 

_ they had an over-balance upon us, does not ap- 
| | pear; and if, in the computations from time to 

„ time laid before the publick, the Engliſh goods 
exported were valued at the prime coſt here, and 
the French goods imported were valued as they 
were ſold in London, with cuſtoms, freight, &c. 
upon them (which, from what I have ſeen, and 
| by the beſt information I can get, appears to have 
1 been the caſe) there would be no conſiderable dif- 
ference in the value between the merchandize we 
carried thither and what we brought from thence, 
But here will ariſe a queſtion, how far the ex- 
ceſs between the exports and imports may be I 
deemed a certain rule, whereby to judge whether In 
a country gets or loſes by its trade; for if it were, In 
in the years 1662 and 1668, England did not only k 
Joſe by its trade with France, but was over-ba- Ife 
lanced in its univerſal dealings with all the reſt of p 
the commercial world, as the following abſtract Ip 
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5 from my old account plainly ſnews: 
it TIE 2 Imports — 4016019 18 WV 
' Anas 2602 19. 3993 { Exports — 2022812 4 
1 | The exports exceed the imports 1993207 14 
= | 
_ | ; 
8 Imports mw 4} 96139 1 

l Ann. 1668 to 1669 b EE TW 
Ĩue imports exceed the exportz 2132864 18 


Here 


LS] 


re 


lO > {> * 


far flating the Publick Accounts. 3 


Here you may pleaſe to obſerve, what an ap- 
arance there 1s of an exceſs againſt us all the 
world over thoſe two years, in which no man in 


his right ſenſes will deny, but that we carried on 


a thriving traffick. On the other hand, this ho- 
nourable board will ſee, upon peruſing the an- 
nexed account, viz. an abſtract of the compariſon 


of five diſtin& years of exports and imports from 


England to all foreign countries, or of what we 
re-exported from our plantations, and of our Eaft- 
India goods; and I believe it has been the ſame, 
from 1688 to the time the books of my office 
began, and continues to the preſent year, that our 
exports exceeded the imports to a very high de- 
gree; however, it can hardly be affirmed, and the 
merchants upon the Exchange will ſcarce agree, 
that, during this time, England has carried on a 
profitable trade, at leaſt there appears no over- 
balance returned to us in bullion, to ſet the Mint 


at work; contrarywiſe, our ſpecies -of gold and 


ilver, ſince that time, is by degrees viſibly dimi- 
niſned, which is one certain ſign that a nation car- 
ries on a loſing commerce; but the untying this 
knot, and ſolving this riddle, upon which the 
forming a right judgment concerning the preſent 
poſture of our trade ſo much depends, will more 
properly be done when I come to treat upon the 
head of the balance between us, and Germany and 
Holland, to which parts our exportations ſeem ſo 
very large, 
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GenTraen, 


exports and imports between England and 
other countries, with my obſervations how the 
balance of trade ſtood, and having ſtated ſeveral 


matters of fact on the head of our trade with | 


France, I ſhall humbly proceed to offer what has 
occurred to me upon this ſubject. 

iſt, That it is utterly impoſſible exactly to ſtate 
the balance between our country and another, all 
trafficks having a mutual dependance one upon 


the other; and if a nation gains by the general 


bulk of its whole trade, which may be ſeen in a 
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great variety of inſtances, that nation is no more 
to regard how the exports and imports ſtand be. 
tween them and other countries, than hereby to 
watch what impoſts their neighbours lay upon 
what is imported to them, and proportionably to 
lay freſh impoſitions upon what they receive from 
that country, more eſpecially if they are uſed with 
notorious hardſhip by their neighbours, 
2dly, That though ſometimes there may ſeem 
to have been a great over-balance between us and 
France, yet it can by no means be affirmed that 
this was all loſs to England, ſince, from this over- 
balance muſt be deducted what we ſhould have 
brought from other countries for our neceſſary 
conſumption, as wine, linnen, ſilks, and divers 
other goods, ſome whereof might come to us from 
France at eaſter rates than perhaps we could have 
had them from other parts; and unleſs reaſons of 


| ſtate intervene, the body of a trading nation, col- 


lectively conſidered, is to look out where foreign 
goods are to be had at the loweſt prime 10 
| | WIͤlc 


EING directed by your precept to give the | 
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qhich is not only national gain, but profitable to 
the merchant. 3 RE EM TA 
zdly, That in laying ſuch duties and prohibi- 
tions, it is to be well weighed, whether your own 
zeople will really bar themſelves ſeveral luxurious 
confurptions, for, if not, you will deal to great 
diſadvantage 3 as for inſtance, if you prohibit 
French wines, and yet will have them, it muſt 
come from a third hand ; to that third hand you 
ze forced to fell your native product at a cheap 
ate, and to pay them dear for what they import 
from foreign parts, ſo that both ways the third 
hand gains, and you loſe, and they are highly 
pad for the carriage, | Hp: 
athly, That high duties and impoſitions not 
only break ſome of the links in the chain of trade, 
but they generally end in a war between thoſe 
nations where they are made uſe of frequently, 
and with great marks of anger, oe 
sthly, That the beſt courſe of putting a ſtop to 
bling trades are ſumptuary laws and good exam- 
ples from the court, which may effectually diſcou- 
rage n faſhions and the uſe of foreign appa- 
fel: this does the work without giving offence to 
your neighbours by prohibitions, which beget 
ſuch animoſities between countries (one ſtill out- 
vying the other) when injuries of this kind are 
begun, that at laſt a third people, as Mr. Mun 
remarks in his book of trade, runs away with 
thoſe trafficks by which both were formerly 
painers ; that, generally ſpeaking, there is no- 
thing more needful, to know whether a nation 
gets or loſes by their commerce, than to contem- 
plate whether their luxuries increaſe or diminiſh, 
or are at a ſtand ; but when faſhions are minded 
at courts, and toys bear ſtaple rate, then does a 
country loſe, not get, by the balance of trade. 
BS. Sthly, 
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Sthly, That a country whoſe wealth and ſtrength 
very much depends upon dealings extended to all 
the known world, ſhould, if poſſible, avoid loſing 
its traffick with any conſiderable country. England 
may be looked upon as a general merchant, who 
ſhould be ſtored with commodities to invite and 
pleaſe all ſorts of dealers, and we ſhould have ; 
variety of goods to ſort our cargoes, which cannot 
be had while there is ſuch a gap as a total inter- 
miſſion of commerce with a country abounding in| 
ſo many products, natural and artificial, as France 
has always been; and if we did not conſume 
among ourſelves all the effects heretofore brought 
from thence, but ſent part of them abroad, to 
carry on our trade with other nations, we might 
not be loſers in the balance, though the imports 
from thence might exceed the exports thither; 
that ſuch an exceſs between the exports and im- 
ports as has been on our ſide for ſeveral years in 
our trade with Holland, is not always profitable 
to a country, and only ſhews that a ſingle nation 
draws from us thoſe commodities which we uſe 
to export to ſeveral countries with more advan- 
tage; and it muſt undoubtedly be better for 
Engliſh merchants to do their own buſineſs, than 
to have it done by others. 
Fthly, That if all trades were not ſo linked to- 
gether in their nation as they are, we might ſafely 
Prohibit or put a clog upon the traffick of that 
country, Where we think ourſelves the loſers, but 
it is to be doubted whether* this can be done 
without diſturbing other parts of our general 
commerce; and 'I have heard men of great judg- 
*ment and experience in theſe matters affirm, that 


91489 9 


without our dealings with France, the French 
could not have dealt with Spain and Italy, and 
without the commerce that was between France, 
ads Spain 
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hain and Italy, our traffick with the Spaniards 
nd Italians had not been ſo large and profitable 
zit was in thoſe days. 3 es 
Sthly, That our trade would be but upon a 
row bottom, if we confined ourſelves to the 
ner barter of our own product, for ſuch product 
f other countries as our own conſumption re- 
quires 3 but our foreign dealings have been, and 
tis to be hoped hereafter will be, upon a better 
bot; and we are conſtantly to aim at a ſuperlu- 
ration of wealth, in times of peace, that may 
hpport us in times of war. We are farther to 
onfider, that beſides the goods of our native 
nowth, we have a vaſt product from our planta- 
tons, and a great variety of commodities from 
e Eaſt-Indies, to be re-exported to other coun- 
mes, which exhauſting our bullion, will be de- 
rmental to us, unleſs ſold abroad; for which 
raſon we are to court as many foreign markets as 
poſſibly we can, to put no bar to the trade wit: 
wy country, and to be well ſatisfied, if, upon 
the whole, our own product and re-exported 
goods find a ſufficient vent. OY 
gthly, That, generally ſpeaking, the trades of 
thoſe countries are more gainful, to which we 
carry more commodities of ours than we import 
of theirs from thence, but this rule does not al- 
yays hold; as for example, In the Italian trade, 
lhe exceſs is of their ſide, and yet it is generally 
wreed we are gainers by that traffick, and the 
der- plus is returned to us in bullion or bills of 
exchange. In the Spaniſh trade, the exceſs be- 
tween the exports and imports was ſometimes on 
theirs and ſometimes on our fide, and yet, upon 
the whole, we were ever gainers, and it is from 
thence our vaſt quantities of bullion were formerly 
&rived, In the Portugal trade, the exceſs between 
the 
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the imports and exports was always of our ſide 
but more eſpecially ſince we have had no dealins 
with Spain, inſomuch that we almoſt drained them 
of their ſilver coin, and begin to break into their 
modydas of gold; and when I come to lay before 
you the 88 Italian, and Portugal aides you 
will ſee tl 

Portugal trade alone very much exceeded the 
dealings we had before the laſt war with Italy 
Spain and Portugal all together, and the oyer 
balance was returned to us in bullion, or bills of 
exchange upon Italy and other places; nor are we 


always gainers in the balance, where the excel 


between the exports and imports is conſtantly on 
our ſide, with a very large overplus, as in the 
inſtance of Holland, which will be farther ex 
plained when you have an account of that trade, 
The premiſes conſidered, it is humbly ſubmitted 
to the judgment of this honourable board, ho 
far England, from 1660 to 1688, might be loſer 
by the trade with France ; Great-Britain, at tha 
time, had no marks upon it of a nation declining 
in wealth and commerce; the intereſt of money 
was low, the ſpecies of gold and filver abounded 
the middle rank of men had a large proportion o 

plate among them; after a general contlagration 
the city was rebuilt in a few years, magnificen 
publick edifices were erected, the farm-houſe 
every where were in good repair; the tonnage 0 
mercantile ſhipping infinitely exceeded what w 
have at preſent, the cuſtoms, with the low dutic 
then lying upon the merchant, produced in on 
year, as appears by the annexed account, fron 
Michaelmas 1676 to Michaelmas 1677, 


o 5. 0 
828,200 17 


at, ſince the breach with Spain, our 
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All which IT humbly conceive to have been the 
effects of a proſperous and extended trade, from 
whence we had accumulated ſuch a maſs of riches 
as has Enabled us to carry on this long and ex- 

nſive war, with no ſigns viſible to the reſt of 
abe of our being yet reduced in ſtrength and 

—_— 

1 ſhall not ſo far oppoſe old and received opi- 
nions, however ſlightly grounded, as not to grant, 
that from the time the French laid ſuch high du- 
ties on our woollen manufactures, as in the years 
1660, 1664, and 1667, reſtraining their importa- 
tion to two ports, and from ann. 1686, when they 
began to lay high impoſitions upon, and other 
ways to cramp our Eaſt-India exports thither, we 
might begin to ſuffer in our, dealings with France, 
though, tor divers reaſons founded in matters of 
fact, I muſt totally differ in the quantum with the 
computers of thoſe days, ſome of which, and 
among the principal leaders (as I have been well 
informed) whilſt they were exclaiming againſt this 
over-balance in 1677, took care to lay in vaſt 
ſtocks of French brandy, by which they made no 
ſmall advantage to themſelves, whatever England 
was to get by the intended prohibition. 

It has always been the opinion of thoſe who are 
well yerſed in the nature of trade, that a wiſe ſtate 
ſhould never enter into prohibitions, but upon the 
utmoſt neceſſity, and upon the matureſt delibera- 
tion; for the moſt ſagacious man cannot, in the be- 
ginning, fore udge all the ill effects ſuch a way of 
proceeding may afterwards produce, how far it may 
break or interrupt dealings with other countries, 
or what branches of profit it may utterly loſe and 
drive quite into another channel, where, in times 
to come, ſuch branches may always ſettle. 
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The French began to make this breach in good 
neighbourhood, , and dealt with us, as if they 
thought the genius of France had got a perfe& 
maſtery over the genius of England, otherwiſe they 


would not have ſo impoſed upon us in matters of 


this nature, where, though our court would not 


ſee, the people muſt needs feel, and where the 


legiſlature was certain to be alarmed, and at laſt | 


to interpoſe. 


As che duties now ſtand upon the reſpective 
product and manufacture of both kingdoms, there 


can be no free trade between them, without which 


there can be no ſound and compleat peace; ſo 
that, whenever the war determines, their mutual 


intereſt will incline them to liſten to terms of a 


fair commercial treaty, ſuch as ought to be be- 
tween countries who have no intentions to enter 


into a new war. 1 
This conſideration has led me, in obedience to 


your precept, to open to you (as far as all the 


light I am able to procure will guide me) how the 


trade ſtood between us and France heretofore, | 
from whence your own wiſdom will collect how it 


is like to ſtand hereafter. I have ſhewn that, as 
to their chief natural product, wine, we are fallen 
to deal with Spain, Portugal and Italy, for that 
commodity, which ſerves the middle rank of men 
(who muſt always be reckoned the great con- 


ſumptioners) as well as French wine; and as to 


brandies, that our own home-made ſpirits are 
come anto their place. It has likewiſe been ob- 
ſerved to you in their manufacture, that, as to 


linnen, we have it from Ireland and Germany, 
where the traffick for that commodity ſeems to be 
in a ſettled channcl. 


Laſtly, That we ourſelves are improved in the 
making of ils and paper, fo that, whenever à 
2 Sts TEA 
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peace comes, though the trade between both king- 
doms ſhould be as free and open as ever it was, 
= there will not be the ſame want of, or call for. 
French importations as formerly; all which mu 
needs be as well known to the councils of France 
as upon the Exchange of London, for which rea- 
fons we may juſtly inſiſt on ſuch a treaty of com- 
merce as may put us, for at leaſt an age, out of 
all fears to be over-balanced, 
As the war has altered the channel of trade in 
moſt countries, ſo the ſuperiority the Queen's arms 
have had in this ſharp difpute has placed her 
Majeſty in a higher and more glorious condition 
of treating with other countries than her predeceſ- 
fors have lately been; and as her power governs 
the peace, ſo it will be able to diftate the articles 
and terms on which it is to be founded, eſpeciall 
when ſhe is to treat with a country that at leaf. 
o ſtands full as much in need of our goods, as we do 
e Jof theirs: our importations from thence have 
je chiefly been of matters ſerving to luxury, and 
e, which may be had from other places, whereas our 
it exports thither have generally been of uſeful com- 
as modities, and not to be had at ſuch eaſy rates 
-n from any other country, as lead, tin, and the 
at woollen manufactures, ſo that, if both kingdoms 
en can agree upon juſt and equal duties to be laid on 
n- their reſpective commodities, a free trade with 
to France can never be dangerous to England, and 
re as to an over-balance, that nation will have it 
\b- who has the moſt convenient ports, whoſe people 
to are moſt induſtrious and beft tkilled in the affairs 
ny; of traffick, and who moſt abound in natural or 
be artificial products, neceſſary to the common uſes 
or ornament of life. 0 
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It may be laid down as a Se that 
there can never be an open trade between us 
and France, unleſs the duties are leſſened on both 
ſides; but the additional impoſitions here being 

8 as funds for ſeveral loans, how far 
atements in thoſe high duties can be made, 
with due regard to preſerving credit, muſt be de- 


termined by the wiſdom of parliament; but fo far 


may be ſafely advanced, that, in times of peace, 
the more the merchant is eaſed, the larger our im- 
portations will be; the cuſtoms will riſe better, 
and the lenders upon the fund will have a more 
ample ſecurity, which will be obvious to thoſe 
who conſider what a ſmall ſum the high impoſi- 


tions upon trade have produced to the publick, 


f 
and that this revenue, which, in proportion to f 
the taxes laid upon it from time to time, ſhould Ne 
have raiſed four millions per ann. produced, by a f 
medium of three years, VIZ. k 

t 

h 


From Chriſt. 1708 to Chriſt. 1710, } 
incluſive, nett into the Exchequer þ 1615033 


Whereas the tonnage and poundage,) 
including ſome farms, the new 1m- 
poſitions upon wine, vinegar, the 
duty on tobacco and ſugar, the duty 
on French linnen, brandy and ſilk, 
produced, for the year ending the 
29th of Sept. 1688, nett into the 
Exchequer — 
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80 that theſe variety of additional euſtoms, 
which have brought ſuch a miſerable load upon 
trade, come actually no more in aid to the pub- 
lick, and towards the diſcharge of loans, than the 
laſt-mentioned ſum ; and this low produce from 
ſuch high duties is a fign but too viſible how 
much our foreign traffick is diminiſhed. It is 
true, we have been ſupported all along by the 
large exports we have made of our native product, 


and our plantation and Eaſt-India goods; but 


what will there be for our product and manufac- 
tures in times of peace, when other countries can 


cultivate their own lands, and ſet their own people 


to work, is a great queſtion. Therefore, to re- 


pair the breaches this long war has made upon 
the kingdom, our buſineſs muſt be to enlarge and 
encourage foreign trade, and to get wealth by the 
ſame method our anceſtors attained to it, which 


was to deal with all countries that would ſell us 


their goods and take off our commodities ; which 


has been the courſe whereby our neighbours the 
Duteh are come to make ſuch a figure in the com- 
mercial world, who will be always ready to take 
up any part of foreign traffick we are ſo imprudent 
to abandon, ö 

No imagination can be vainer than to think 
that trade is to be ruled and circumſcribed by art; 
it muſt be ſuffered to take its own natural courſe, 
and not be interrupted by prohibitions, or high 
duties equal to prohibitions, unleſs upon provo- 
cation from other countries. They who think to 
promote the conſumption of their own native pro- 


duct, by an univerſal diſcouragement of foreign 


goods, will find themſelves, in proceſs of time, 
to have little or no trade, and that their own com- 
modities ſhall remain a drug upon their hands. 
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A large exportation of our own product, ſuch as 
we N for theſe laſt 23 — is certainly 
very good for England; and if we had not had 
it, we could not have paid our troops abroad, 
without drawing away all the ſpecies of gold and 
ſilver: but the neceſſity of the call for our goods 
may ceaſe or leſſen, and, in ſuch a caſe, the na- 
tions who receive our commodities will expect we 
ſhould take off a due proportion of theirs, which 
exceſſive duties render impracticable. If we ex- 
pect to have large dealings in the world, we muſt 
treat others no worſe than they treat us; we muſt 
buy as well as ſell, and not flatter ourſelves with 
the hopes of ſubſiſting merely by the exportations 
of our own growth and manufacture. 

If the duties upon the reſpective commodities 
of both kingdoms could be laid with ſuch a due 
proportion, as neither may have any apparent ad- 
vantage over the other, which is the moſt either 
ſide can in juſtice and reaſon expect, the number, I d 

ſafety, and commodious ſituation of the ports in b 
her Majeſty's dominions, together with the good- {| w 
neſs and utility of our native product, will at all J F 
times render us ſuperior in an open trade with Jer 

France. is Ine 
It is obvious enough what muſt be the true in- I fu 

tereſt of both countries; England will deſire that I in 
our woollen manufactures and Eaſt- India goods I Ja 
may not be reſtrained, by old or new edicts, to I ca 
inconvenient ports, and that a reaſonable part of I th 
the high duties laid on thoſe goods may be taken I lo! 
off: France will likewiſe propoſe to be eaſed in | mn 
the high impoſitions laid upon their wines and I pe 
brandies, linnens and paper; and both ſides, if 
they intend to have an intercourſe of trade, will | mz 
wiſh to ſee the tariffe reduced to the terms of that ] En 
time, I pe. 
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time, when both kingdoms traded together upan 
a more equal foot, which might be about the 
years 1664 and 1666. 
Whatever matters of luxurious vanity we here- 
tofore brought from thence, or ſhould we plunge 


_ ourſelves into all the exceflive follies of our fa- 


thers, this will be ſufficiently over-balanced, if 
we can have a free vent for our Eaft-India goods. 
in France; for I have heard experienced mer- 
chants affirm, that fix of them, for ſeveral years, 
exported thither to the value of 300, ooo J. per ann. 
in Eaſt- India commodities; and, all Europe over, 
muſlin is come into the room of lace ; likewiſe, 
no large bulk of our fine draperies, when a free 
uſe of them is allowed in France, will pay the 
prime coſt of . ſuch wines and brandles as we may 
want from thence,  __. „„ 
When trade ſhall be put upon this equality of 
duties, it will ſoon be viſible where the over- 
balance of profit lies, It may be well remembered 
what vaſt quantities of gold came over hither from 
France during the four years interval of peace: 
experienced merchants will alſo tell you, that, 
notwithſtanding the ſevere edicts againſt it, large 
ſums of gold were brought from thence to England 
in ſpecie, in the times of King Charles and King 
James the ſecond, which might be one of the oc- 
caſions that 6, 200, oo0 J. in guineas were coined in 
thoſe two reigns; whereas, if we had been ſuch 
loſers in the balance, our ſpecies of gold and ſilver 
muſt have been ſent thither, Whereof nothing ap- 
pears, 8 5 


It is further to be conſidered, that the woollen 


manufacture is not ſo inſeparably annexed to the 
Engliſh ſoil, but other countries may attempt it, 
peradyenture wich ſucceſs. Looms have been 
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elſewhere ſet up, whatever interruptions they may 
have met with from along war that has entertained 
ſo many hands, but when thoſe hands are diſ- 
armed, they muſt be employed in the works and 
arts of peace: therefore, to promote in foreign 
markets the vent of this commodity, upon which 
the people of England ſo much depend, we may 
ſafely recede .from ſome points of advantage in 
trade of importance to us. 12 5 | 
If our circumſtances can permit us to meet 
ſach of our neighbours as are willing to concur in 
meaſures to eaſe one another in the high duties 
that are ſo great a weight upon our mutual deal- 
ings, this dangerous rivalſhip may perhaps ceaſe, 
and they may no longer think it their intereſt to 
ſet up a manufacture not ſo natural to them as to 
us, and wherein, let others do their utmoſt, we 
ſhall always excel the reſt of Europe, 
To preſerve, for future ages, the balance of 
trade on our fide, where it is generally fixed ever 
ſince we began to look abroad, no better expe- 
dients occur to my obſervation, than, 
1ſt, Neyer to erect the chief of our ſtrength, 
nor to employ the bulk of our expences hereafter, 
in land-armies to be paid abroad; for though con- 
ſtant ſucceſſes ſhould attend us, and though all 
the while our native product ſhould find a ſufficient 
vent in foreign markets (which has been our caſe 
more eſpecially for theſe nine years laſt paſt) yet 
the maintaining and paying our troops in fuch a 
war, mult interrupt all the profits to be expected 
from trade, and give the reſult of our hazards and 
induſtry to that country in or near whoſe domi- 
nions the war is managed, and leave us, at the 
foot of the account, loſers in what is called the 
balance, . 
2dly, 
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2dly, To avoid prohibitions, where neceſſity 
does not compel us to retaliate for the like uſage. ' 
zaͤly, Moderate duties, ſuch as may not diſcou- 
rage other countries from dealing with us, and 
encourage our own people to place their effects in 


” 


trade where their wealth beſt operates to the pub- 


lick good. 


4thly, To enlarge our foreign buſineſs as much 
as poſſible, whereunto we are the better enabled 


by the immenſe ſums now riſing in bills, ſtocks 
and tallies, which, by the eaſineſs of their transfer, 
will very probably be found in practice to ſerve all 
the uſes of trade, as well as the ſpecies of money, 


eſpecially when a firm peace ſhall have placed 
thoſe credits upon a ſurer foundation than they 
ſtand at preſent. „ 

Importation of bullion, as has been remarked 
before, is one of the principal ſigns that a country 
drives a gainful traffick : on the contrary, whe- 


ther it be for the uſes of trade, or for the payment 


of troops, if we annually export more bullion 
than from any view can be thought to come to us 
from abroad, we muſt be loſers in the general ba- 


lance; and in this caſe, neceſſity by degrees muſt 


have carried off our coin, either in ſpecie or melted 
down. 

Till the year 1695 there was no account kept 
(at leaſt that'ever I could meet with) of the foreign 
gold and bullion exported, ſince which tine, viz. 
May 1, 1695, and in 14 years 8 months (as may 
be ſeen in the annexed paper) there was exporte 
of foreign gold coin and bullion, and foreign ſilver 
coin and bullion, 'to the value of ß 


K. 3. d. 
6,542,904 15 21 
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Add to this, the coin in gold and ſilver carried 

away by the officers and others for their expences, 

from the beginning of the war downwards, amount- 

ing in the whole to a very conſiderable ſum; be- 

1 moſt. of the ſhipping was before the regiſter, 

and whatever the nine millions of hammered money 
in tale wanted of weight, was clipt away, melted 
down, and exported ; and allowing theſe nine 
millions to have been diminiſhed but a third in 
weight by the clippers (a moderate computation) 
we muft have loſt this way three millions; fo 
that, from 1688 to this time, our exportation of 
bullion muſt have been every year, in a large 
proportion, greater than our 1mportation thereof 
could poſſibly be, eſpecially when we reflect what 
a long interruption there has been. in the com- 
merce with Spain, from whence moſt of our filver 
was derived, . 

Some that may have an intereſt to deſire the 
continuatzon of the war (I mean the principal 
dealers in ſtocks and tallies) who have = the 
only real gainers by it, will pretend that it has not 
in the leaſt degree damaged England; but the 
landed men will find and feel hereafter, more than 
perhaps at preſent, the falſnood of this aſſertion: 
they ground their opinion upon the large expor- 
tation of our product, goods and manufactures, 
which we have had for many vears,' This vent 
abroad has indeed been our ſupport, and without 
it we muſt have been impoveriſhed beyond re- 
trieve ; but our income from thence has not ſo 
anſwered our expence, as to leave us in near that 
condition of wealth wherein we flouriſhed before 
the war ; which point ſhall be more fully handled 
when I come to ſpeak of the trade between Eng- 
land and Holland, Ss 


2 Some 


For ating the Publick Accounts. 39 ” 
Some of theſe matters ſhould be paſſed over in 


filence by me, if they could be judged ſecrets of 


ire, and not to be t upon; but the 

— of our funds is ſuch, as expoſes the poſture 
of our affairs to all who will give themſelves the 
leaſt trouble of looking into our debts at home, 
and expences abroad: beſides, I conceive myſelf 
bound, by the oath I am to take at the diſcovery 
of this report, to conceal no obſervation that may 
have occurred to me, relating to the balance of 
trade which your precept requires me to lay be- 
fore om. : 1 
In ſuch an extended traffick as we formerly 
carried on, it is difficult to determine where we 
loſt (all trades being ſo interwoven with one ano- 
ther) though it may be eaſy to point out where 
we chiefly gained; but it may be ſafely pro- 
nounced, that a country, whoſe dealings are uni- 
verſal, will have profit from the whole, which 


profit will be viſible in the increaſe of coin and 


bullion. 


We owe the original of our riches and naval 5 


power to the generous and enterprizing ſpirit 
our fore-fathers, who compaſſed all the globe to 


make diſcoveries and obtain ſettlements in the 


new world, which the Spaniſh monarchy hoped 
wholly to engroſs. We were not then diſcouraged 
by ſhipwrecks, diſappointments and loſs of car- 
goes: when an enterprize failed, others were 
ready to undertake it, and this great and national 
ſtock was generally carried on at the expences, and 
by the publick zeal of private men, till we came 
to have a conſiderable ſhare with the Spaniards in 
America, where doubtleſs we had enlarged our 
dominions after the death of King James the firit, 
but for the troubles with which the beginning of 

| King 
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King Charles the firſt's reign was attended, and but 
for the civil wars that not long after ſucceeded, 


and which ſo many years employed our thou ohts 
and forces. 9 609 1.9 

But now, when there is fo fair 2 EY of a 
| laſting peace, and when the terms or that peace 
will probably give England ſome recompence for 
the expenſive war this kingdom has carried on to 
preſerve the liberties of Europe, it 1s to be hoped 
we have an opportunity of procuring to ourſclvcs 
a new branch of trade that will make us amends 
for what we may have ſuffered by our ſteady af- 
feftion to the common cauſe. 

I ſhall not expatiate upon this ſubject till J 
come to lay before you an account of our planta- 
tions, to which head more properly-belongs what 
may be ſaid in relation to the advantages we niay 
promiſe to ourſelves from the South-Sea trade; 
and at preſent I ſhall only crave leave to offer, 
that there are ſeveral parts of America ſcarce in 
the poſſeſſion of, or at leaſt hitherto unconquered 
by the Spaniards, where, if we can obtain ſafe 
and convenient ſettlement, we ſhall have fuch op- 
portunities of vending our native product and ma- 
nufactures, and of bringing from thence goods for 
our own and the uſe of other countries, as may, 
in proceſs of time, ſo increaſe the general bulk of 
our trade, as apparently to give us that over- 
balance ſo much ſought after, "and which is only 
to be had by dealings every where extended. 

The South-Sea Company have a ſtock capable 
to embrace and bring to a happy concluſion any 
large undertaking. It is well known, gold and 

filver are not wholly confined to the parts now 
poſſeſſed by Spain, and if freſh mines could be 
diſcovered and opened, it could never E 
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the Spaniards; for the wants and avarice of the 
world increaſe ſo faſt, that theſe metals are never 


like to become a drug by their * as other 


commodities are wont to do. 


But ſuppoſing the Indians are 33 to 
conceal their mines from us, as they have done ä 
from the Spaniards, yet there are provinces in 
America lying now uncultivated, ſo rich and fer- 
tile, that plantations may be there made with 
more advantage to their mother kingdom than 


any yet in our poſſeſſion; and if we can be once 


well fixed there, wich colonies able to defend 


themſelves, it is impoſſible but that, between the 
Spaniards and Indians (both deſirous of and want- 
ing our commodities) we muſt make ſuch a ſuper- 
lucration as will help to reſtore to the veins of the 
body politick, that life-blood which for many 
years has been ſo careleſsly exhauſted. 

But to bring to perfection ſo great a work as 


the ſettlements of a new trafick, we muſt imitate 
the perſeverance of our anceſtors, and patiently 


wait the benefits of time, and not (like our neigh- 


bours the French) grow weary of, and throw alide 


the thoughts of any dealings wherein the returns 
are not immediate: we are rather, in this point, 
to follow the example of the Dutch, who, in their 


Eaſt· India management, never fo much conſult 


the preſent as future advantages. 
The South-Sea Company, as their ſtock is, or 
probably will be much the largeſt, ſo they ſeem to 


be upon a more laſting foundation than the other 


ſocieties, in regard they are to continue till their 


mighty capital can be repaid ; for which reaſon 


D 


they are more bound to conſult the good of poſte- 
rity than others who have not the ſame proſpect of 


duration. From the beginning, the Eaſt-India 


Company 
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396 Report to the Commſtianers 
Company had doubtleſs turned their trade to 
more national profit, if, from time to time, their 
terms in it had been longer; they would have 
better fortified their ſettlements, and in thoſe wide 


dealings, ſo as to have vended all the while greater 
ities of our native product, and to have ex- 


trade not ſo invidious as it has ever been. 


take warning by their errors, and endeavour to 


people, they muſt make large exportations of our 


trades. 5 
A nation which is obſerved to enlarge its foreign 


land now has, of about 50 millions in the funds, 


ſuch variety of goods the growth of their planta- 
tions, and other countries to re-export where pro- 
fit can be found, muſt carry the market through- 
out the world, if they will exert their ſtrength and 
riches, as far as people ought to do who intend to 
preſerve themſelves. ä e 
War is commonly the time for private men to 


ſhould be the proper time for the publick to get 
by the induſtry of private men, to which induſtry 


the ſtate ſhould give all reaſonable encouragement 
and help, and render trade as little burthenſome 
5 1 85 — 
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dominions they had opportunities to enlarge their 


5 ; 
ported leſs bullion, which would have made that | 
It is to be hoped the South-Sea Company will f 


render their traffick as national as they can poſſibly | 
contrive to make it. To become the darlings of the 


native product, and conſiderable importations of 


bullion, to ſupply what of neceſſity will be carried 
off every year by the Eaſt-Land and Eaſt-India | 


buſineſs, to proceed in it with courage governed 
by conduct, to have a transferable ſtock, as Eng- 


which may be employed in the uſes of trade, to 
have ſuch a valuable product of their own, and 


make their fortunes out of the publick ; peace 


1 * 
” . 
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to the merchant as the circumſtance of affairs will 
admit of. 5 5 

If this courſe be taken, we ſhall have the over- 
balance of trade, not only with France, but moſt 
of our other neighbours : we ſhall make proviſion 
for another year, which is not impoſſible, let a 
peace be never ſo well ſettled for the preſent ; and 
we ſhall lay the foundation for ſuch a ſort of 
treaſure as may not be liable to the variety of 
accidents to which paper-credit will ever be 
obnox10us. = a 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to this ho- 
nourable board, by 
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TO THE HONOURABLE 
The COMMISSIONERS 
For putting in Execution the Act, intituled 
An A& for the 3: Dk examining, . 
ſtating the publick Accounts of the 


Kingdom. 


From CHARLES DAVENANT, L. I. D. 
Inſpector- General of the Exports and Imports 
of the Trade between En gland and Holland. 


PART UI. 


72 


A SECOND 


IREP O R T 


T0 THE HONOURABLE 


* 


The COMMISSIONERS, Ge. 


N what ſhall be ſaid upon this ſubje&, the 
fame method, in a great meaſure, ſhall be 
followed, as was obſerved in treating of the 

trade between France and England : from the old 
manuſcript remaining in the Cuſtom-houſe there 
ſhall be laid before this honourable board an ac- 
count of the imports and exports, with the exceſs, 
for the years 1663 and 1669, which, as occaſion 
offers, ſhall be compared with the imports and 
exports of the years, from 1699 to 1704, with 
this caution, that the manuſcript from whence 
accounts are extracted does not include theſe 
—_— Notice ſhall likewiſe be taken of the 
OL. V. 4 principal 
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commodities, reſpectively, which compoſe the 


traffick that is between both countries. Xou-ſhall 


have likewiſe a particular account of the value of 
the fine draperies entered for exportation. And 
firſt, as to the general exports and imports, viz. 
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| Imports exceed the exports 386160 4 


A S444 A 3 « „ 
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668, to J imports 601674 16 
e exports 178044 P86. 


Mich. 1669, 


Before the war, 


from Mich. f 


; — — — . — — 


..... {imports exceed the exports 323630 1 


_ In this place, as was intimated before upon the 
head of France, there is wanting an account how 
matters ſtood between us and Holland from 1669 
to 1696: but here follows the firſt. five years eſti- 
mate of the ten years trade your precept requies 
me to lay before you. 5 „ 
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From theſe accounts two points are to be ob- 


ſerved. iſt, That in the years 1663 and 1669, 
our dealings with Holland were inconſiderable to 
what they have been fince the beginning of the 
firſt war, and ſtill continue to be. 2dly, That in 
the ſaid two years we brought from thence much 
more of their commodities than we carried of our 
product thither, ſo that, according to the vulgar 


notion, tte balance of trade at that time was much 


to their advantage. 85 

Note, That in the years 1663 and 1669 out 
Exports thither conſiſted but of 4.5 articles of the 
rated goods, whereas now the ſaid articles are in- 
creaſed to the number of at leaſt 120, or 130, 


and ſo proportionably in the goods paying at 


valorem. 9 | 
In the ſaid years our principal exportations thi- 
ther were the woollen manufacture, tin, lead, 


wrought braſs, melaſſes, allum, wrought ilk, | 


butter, and morkins. | 


- * 


And the principal importations from Holland 


were linnens, wrought ſilk, thrown filk, threads, 


incles, ſpicery, madder, battery, ſtock fiſh, whale 
fins, hemp, flax, unwrought copper, Rheniſh 
wine, ſafflower, and iron wire; of which principal 
articles the reſpective values ſhall be here inſerted, 
that you may have before you ſome view of our 
former dealings with that country. 
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Note, From the port of London, in the year 
1663, there was exported of corn to Holland 
from hence but to the value of 541. and in the 
year 1669 none at all. How it ſtood as to tobacco, 
Eaſt-India, and other re-exported goods, I cannot 
find, becauſe the ald manuſcript annexed to the 
firſt report takes no notice of any re- exportations. 
In the following abſtract of the principal articles 
of our exports to, and imports, from Holland, 
you will find, as to the imports, no material dif- 
ference to what they were in the year 1669; but as 
to our exports thither you will fee them increaſed 
to a very great degree, which I conceive to pro- 
ceed from the alterations which war has made in 
the channel ef fade, nn ES ET 
This honourable board will have before them, 
annexed to this report, a ſtate at large of the trade 
between England and Holland for five years, viz. 
from Chriſtmas 1699 to Chriſtmas 1704; but in 
the compariſon I am about to make (to avoid pro- 
Iixity) I ſhall only inſtance the years from 1702 to | 
1703, wherein, of the five firſt years, our mutual 
dealings were the ur. 


Anno 


ne 


"Mii 4 1703. 


An account of the eight princi 
Engliſh product and manu 
1 to Holland, viz. 


"0 * wo n ene, 


— 
407 
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al articles of tl e 
E&ture that were 


-. 


„„ 
 Woollen manufacture, at 1339526 8 
; Tan C. qr. 1b. IE 
Lee, i 3646 D 1 14 * 38283 88 
Wr ght braſe, C. 0 Sn 186 1 8 
_ Mela . Il. 0 7D :0- 
Silk wrought, 422 Ib. at — 7386 43 85 
5 ork 2425, frkins, at —— 2364 7 6b 
Norkins, 13,600, at — 121 10 © 
e eee 9 #7051. 2-118 
ES be eo Total 1986925 - 51 
k Whereof the fine drapery, e RENT 140-25 - 
| . cloths, loag, ſhort, and 1 3 = 
Spaniſh, are "6643 1 Neces e 
valued at . | 


Toral export of 
Amtl. ö ogg eight princi- 5 
* 270 * articles — 


Difference 


153799 10 © 
1404920 2 53 


1251120 12 5 


to 


" Among theſe eight articles I have not included 
corn, which is now fo large a part of our exphrta- 
tions to Holland, becauſe, in the year 1669, 1rom 


the port of London, 
Fut 0 ſhall here take notice, 
a2 d 4 


we carried none ithuth-r, 
that in the year 1703 


TMcETe 


48 Report to the Commiſſiners. 

there was entered for exportation to the value of, 

in all forts of grain, 2 0 | | 
"0; 


Londop | —— — 12202 15 

From EA ———— — 168067 0 
Total 180269 15 
This exportation has every year increaſed, from 
1703 to 1710, as the board may obſerve from 
the corn account annexed to the firſt | 


report, 
by which it appears, that in this branch of trade 
we have in a great meaſure ſupplanted thoſe nor- 
thern countries from whence H and was hereto- 


fore furniſhed with grain, 

So far as to our own native product. What 
exportation we made to Holland in 1669, of our 
plantation, Eaſt-India, and other r 
does not appear to me; but I have reaſons to 
think they might be in proportion to the exports 
of our product and manufactures, and ſhall now 
proceed to lay 3 an account of ſome of 
the principal articles of foreign goods re- exported 
by certificate (in time.) b 


Anno 1703. Grocery wares. 


3 C. gr. . . . 4. 
Almonds ſweet, 855 2 5 at 2138 17 21 
Currants, — 5121 © 27 at 9474 5 11 
Ginger dry, — 1471 1 8 at 3200 2 5: 

Sugar, —— 30616 3 10 at 99603 8 10 


Tetal 114416 14 5 


Druggs 


hk & hows ot 


U 


Pinc — 39687 at 
Wormſeed, — 6265 at 


fir fting the Publick Arne, 


83 2265 at 


499 
Pruggs vocat. 

5. 1 
— 1812 © 
8 
— 4454 10 
6 

—— 
at. — 2203 9 
— 13449 11 
— 1409 12 
Total 31 883 47 


© lO © =» &© Oo X 


There are, beſides the aboveſaid druggs, up- 
wards of 40 ſeveral ſorts more exported to Hol- 
land, to the value of 16 765 l. whereof the moſt 
conſiderable are myrrh, nux, verina, quick-ſilver, 
ſcammony, ſhell-lake, ſtick-lake, turpentine com- 
mon, an vermillion. | 


Wood for We vocat. 

Ton. C. gr. b. 5 
Braziletto — 35 16 o o at 849 3 0 
Fullick — 71 2 0 16 at 949 2 11 


Logwood — 864 
wood — 10 


Entered for exportation 


7. : 56,4701b. at 


3.3 1 at 12893 19 7; 
VVV 


Total 15217 3 63 


T obacco. 


1 143596 16 o 


Wool 


0 122 7 


| Wool wocat. | 

TI EET 
ar bary WOOL ee 1 M. 

| bach wool . 4 tot e > = _ ry 
Cotton wool value of 3 70 3 3. | 
ie 1 3 

Mohair to, the 
Tank Cor 4-5 Ret 16 7 505 6 5 


| The ſeveral tele uf he Eaft-Indlia FI re- 
exporied to Holland, ann. 1703, are too maay to 
be enumerated; but I have annexed to this report 
aà particular ſtate of the value pf all Eaſt-India 
goods, as well prohibited as unprohibited, that 
were exported to Holland in four diſtinct years, 
from Chriſtmas 1701 to Chriſtmas 1705, to Which 
the board may have recourſe for their own obſer- 
vation; but for the year 170 3. both together 
were valued at 343, 64 JI. 65. 4d. 2. In all forts of 
foreign goods my ledgers keep a particular ac- 
count of goods exported in time, and out of time, 
and for the year on which I am now ſpeaking of 
are as follows : : 


Anno 1703. 5 7. 
Total value of the principal articles of 


the re-exports, by certificate, in OT 604652 
to Holland 


the re- exports, by certificate, out of 


Total value of the principal articles of ! 
3/30 
time, to Holland —— 


— :: 22 


Ani 


— ö 7 
ren N ns * W ** 9 8 


for fating the Publick Ac counts. 41 


5 And is laid before you to ſhew what a 1 


is t upon the trade af England by the high 
8 laid upon all commodities, joined wich the 
ſhort and narrow limitations of time allowed for 


_ drawbacks upon debentures, in the re-exportation 


of the ſaid goods, There can be no greater profit 
to this kingdom than what ariſes from the vent 


reed of what our induſtry brings to us from 


other countries. The high wrcoks lately impoſed 


have rendered arts and labour dear at home, and 
conſequently raiſed the price of our native product 
and manufactures ; fo that, when the neceſſity 


ceaſes among our neighbours, it is probable there 
will not be the lame call for them as there has 
been of late years; for which reaſon, in our fu- 
ture traffick, we muſt not lay our chief depen- 
dance upon che exportation of our own product, 
which will be liable to many accidents, and there- 
fore it is our buſineſs to encourage and make eaf 
in foreign markets, as much as poſlible, the fale 
of our own plantation goods, the prime coſt 
whereof comes to us at a low rate, from the ferti- 
lity and cheapneſs of land, th: ough labour. be dear 
in thoſe parts, till a good ſettlement of the African 
trade ſhall have made Negroes cheaper. Our 
plantation goods are not ſo neceſſary abroad as to 


invite over any conſiderable quantity with a load 


of duties upon them; and you ſee the article of 
goods exported (out of time) amounts to but 
37,3091. whereas, if the merchant had been at 
liberty to chuſe his own market, his re-exdoitation 
had been larger. Tobacco, ſugars, druggs, and 
wood for dyers, &c. brought irom America, and 
re-exported, are in a manner as prolitable to the 
publick as if the value thereof were brought home 


in bullion ; upon which account the merchant 
mould 


. to the Commiſſioners 


. be freed from all unreaſonable and needleſs 
| * But upon this head I ſhall further en- 


the by, when I come to open the matter 


| oF 3 e io far as to the principal exports 


from England to Holland; and now as to the 


on from thence hicher. 
| 1 
Linnen, to the value of — 213701 19 11 
Wrought ſilk, 6809 ;; 1b. at 15322 2 6 
| Thrown, ſilk, 12,305 1b. at 15966 0 o 
| Threads, to the value of — 51138 5 11 
| | Spicery, 113,607+Ib. at — 27469 10 3 
& | Juices, to the value of — 16860 4 4 
Battery, 3298--0--0 - 18961 19 11: 
0 | Stock-fiſh, 10,000 —— 150 0 0 
— 9 | Whale-fins, C. I136--3--9 at 9094 12 11 
Hemp, — 2452--2--0 at 2061 13 6 
„ 4642--2-23 at 8124 14 8; 
EZ | Unwcought cop. 2 at 2 0 0 
8. | Rheniſh wine, 3673 tun, at 17447 8 7 
A | Safflower, nil. WS 0 
| Iron wire, C. 429--3--0 at 2793 7 6 
Madder, 15154--2--1 at 24843 O 45 
Brandy, tun 203-1-16 at 6202 13 9 
2 Wee boards, 8 
> 155,053, at — 1 


Total 440629 15 


In ſtating theſe compariſons, to help the reader's 
memory, I muſt be ſometimes compelled to repe- 


4 titions. 


Gros 


2 20. 


for flating the Publick * 413 


EE «6 - 


Groſs importations from 1699 501674 16 © 
1 anno 1775 523413. 9 71 


Difference 20738 I 3 74 


1669 421401 12 0 


articles from Holland, 1703 440629 15 25 


Imports of the principal 


Difference e 3 E 


But to ſet this matter in a clearer light, I ſhall 


give an account of the whole exports and imports 


between both countries for ſeven diſtinct years, 
trom Chriſtmas 1698, to Chriſtmas 1705, VIZ. 
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ſeveral years, in a manner at a ſtand, ſeldom ex- 
ceeding half a million per ann. for we bring from 
therice but very little more e than we brought in the 


* 1669, viz. 3 
| L. 
i ann. 1705 557216 
Imported ann. 1669 501674 


Difference — 35542 


It is true this account, extracted from the old 
manuſcript, does not include the out- ports, which 
would increaſe the article above one-fourth part, 
whereas our exports to Holland have every year 
increaſed, and ſome years the exceſs on our ſide 
has been 1,500,000/. but, by a medium of ſeven 
years, almoſt 1,400,000/7. per ann. But whether 
or no this ſeeming over-balance in trade with the 


Dutch be to the profit of this kingdom, ſhall be 


impartially examined and ſtated in the ſequel of 
this report. 

If, according to the vulgar notion, this large 
over-balance had been all clear gain to England, 
it would have been ſome kind of recompence for 


the interruptions ſo long a war has brought to 


other branches of our foreign traffick ; bur it 
ſhall be opened to this honourable board, that 
nothing can be more fallacious, than, becauſe a 
country takes of more of our commodities than 
we do of theirs, to argue from thence, that our 
dealings with that country are always beneficial to 
us, and that, when this happens, there is a con- 
ſtant ſuperlubration on our fide. 

If, for theſe laſt 23 years, the Dutch had ſo far 
augmented their luxuries as to want, for their 


Vol. V. Ee e own. 
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From the foregoing accounts it appears, that 
our imports from Holland have continued, for 
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Own conſumption, that vaſt bulk of commodities 
they have canſtantly fetched from this kingdom, 
and if we had been all along fo reformed in our 
manners as to ſtand in little need of foreign goods, 
Holland muſt have been great loſers, and we 


great gainers, by the dealings that have been be- 


tween us. 


If they had not found their accounts in the pro- 


digious quantity of effects annually exported thi- 
ther from hence, and if ſo wiſe a ſtate had per- 


ceived itſelf to carry on a loſing trade, they would 


have put a ſtop to this miſchief, either by prohi- 
bitions of, or high duties upon our product and 


manufacture, for which they had a ſufficient pre- 
tence, from the additional impoſitions we have 
been compelled to lay upon their linnens and 
other goods; but they have been too prudent to 
be frighted with the falſe appearance of an over- 
balance, well knowing the more they brought 
from hence, the better opportunities they had to 
enlarge their general trafficks. 
When we examine into the particulars of this 
great exportation, we find moſt of it to conſiſt in 
commodities not for their. own conſumption, but 
rather to be re-exported. To begin therefore 
with „ | 


The Woollen Manufactures. 


Our export of this commodity to Holland was 
heretofore but inconſiderable, viz, ann. 1663, 
but 68,199/. 115. 

3 


Anno 1669 — ——p 79953 10 
Anno 1703 — 1339526 © 


Difference — 1259572 10 


Which 


35 
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Which is well near the whole over-balance we 
are thought to have in our trade with Holland. 

The value of our exports to Holland, in three 
articles only of the woollen goods, amounts to 


more than quadruple the value of dur exports 


from London thither (certificated goods excepted) 
formerly did, viz... 7 


Anno 1669, the ſaid export 178044 
Anno 1703, the export of perpetua-?) 
nas, ſerges and ſtuffs 5 798527 


It cannot be well imagined, that, in 34 years, 
the Dutch are ſo increaſed in numbers of people, 
wealth and luxury, as to want ſuch quantities of 
theſe commodities for their own conſumption, 
over and above what they were wont to call for, 


from whence muſt follow, That they purchaſe 


thoſe immenſe cargoes to re-export to other coun- 
tries, and fo they are become, in a more extended 


degree than heretofore, the carriers of our commo- 


dities to foreign markets; that is to ſay, they 
ſupply thoſe parts which we, for want of induſtry, 
have not embraced, or where our traffick has been 
interrupted by the war. It is eaſy to prove that, 


for the laſt 20 years, great parcels of our fine 


draperies, and other woollen manufactures, went 
into France through Flanders, by the connivance 
of governors, and by compoſitions with the 
French farmers, to the value (as I am well in- 
formed, when in Holland about fix years ſince) 
of near 300,000/. per ann. Since the trade with 
the Spaniards has been interrupted, they muſt 


have carried of the ſame goods great quantities to 


Portugal, otherwiſe how could they diſpoſe of all 
the baize ſent from hence to Holland, which ar- 
ticle of baize, from 1099 to 1704, amounts to, at 

Een. - a 
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a medium of the ſaid 1 five years, 92,5267. per ann. 
a larger proportion than they can poſſibly be con- 
ceived to conſume themſelves; "I from Portugal 
it muſt have found its way to Spain and the Weſt. 
Indies, The ſame may be ſald of * 5 
ſerges, ſays, and other ſtuffs, as alſo of ftockings, 
woollen and worſted, for men, women and chil- 
dren, During both the wars, not only the fine 
draperies, but manufactures from the long wool, 
got into France from the frontier places, which 
turned to the profit of Holland; a of late years, 
fince they have ſo much enlarged their trafficks, 
and accumulated ſuch a ſtock of wealth to ſup- 
port their trade, they have carried up the rivers 
into Germany great parcels of fine cloths, ſtuffs, 
ſays, and ſerges, which our merchants were wont 
formerly to export to Hamburgh and other parts 
of the German empire, upon their own accounts; 
and if this were not the caſe, and if the Dutch did 
not carry much of the Engliſh product to Ger- 
many, the vaſt tract of that country conſidered, 
our dealings thither would be much greater than 
they are, whereas, by a medium of ſeven years, 
from Chriſtmas 1698 to Chriſtmas 1705, our deal- 
ings with Germany ſtood thus: 
L, 
Ee ee | to 100 value of | 255 0 per ann. 


Difference 1 612 70 


Which is no conſiderable exceſs from ſo large 
and populous a country, eſpecially when it is con- 
ſidered what quantities of German linnens have 
been imported hither ſince the firſt war wWith 
France, which Germany linnens muſt have been 
anſwered by an adequate quantity of our woollen 

| manu: 
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manufactures, if the Dutch did not intercept us i 
the traffick, by our own commodities from the 


premiſſes. This honourable board may obſerve, 


that Holland is no loſer in the over- balance we 
ſeem to have againſt them between the exports 


and imports, which over- balance ariſes chiefly 

from the article of woollen manufactures. 
But here may ariſe a queſtion, How far this 

article of our foreign exportations may be relied 


on, becauſe of the ſuſpicion of over-entries by the 


merchants of ſuch goods as pay-no Cuſtoms out- 


wards, in particular the woollen manufactures? 
Which point ſhall be handled and ſet in a clear 


light towards the latter end of chis * 
Tin. 


This is another of che commodities which the 


Dutch take from us to re export to other coun- 


tries. 


Exported to Holland, viz. 


4. 


From Mich. 1662 to Mich. 1603+] 78 15 


21 C. at 36 15s. per C. — 


From Mich, 1668 to Mich. 1609, } 5 
436 C. at 3 l. 155, per C. — 1 35 ® 


Since the war, by a medium of 10 years, exported 
to Holland, per ann. 


3 

From Chriſt. 1699 to Chriſt. 1709, . 

5937 C. at 3 l. 125. per C. 121373 4 
Ee 3 The 


. 


%. 
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The exportation of this commodity, as well as 
divers others of our native product, has very much 
increaſed during the whole progreſs of the war; 
for to all the countries with whom we dealt there 


Was exported, as e 
Tons. 

5 1662 1663 — 153 
From Mich. | 1881 to > Mich 1 3 


| Which the board, from the foregoing 10 years 
cn may obſerve to be much increaſed. 


5 the loweſt was about 865 
Of theſe 10 years 1 the higheſt was about 137 5 


It is likewiſe obſervable, chat: during what may 
be called the interval of peace, there was no great 
variation in Unis export, which was as follows : 


Tons. 

1698 1699 — 1243 

From Chriſt} 1699 > to Chriſt. $1700 — 1352 
99 5 1701 — 1298 

The ten years medium was — 1094 


Three years medium in time of peace was 1297 


1 Median of the exceſs — 203 


It is not difficult to account for the reaſons why 
our late exportations of tin ſo far excced thoſe of 
former times. All our neighbours, as well as 

1 ourſelves, are increaſed in the luxurious ways of 

living; ſuch who heretofore were content with 

_ pewter, are now ſerved in plate, and ſuch as made 
uſe of reenchers, wooden platters and earthen ware, 


will 


for Nating the Publick' Accoumts. 423 
will now have pewter: all which is viſible within 


40 years, and has occaſioned this great call of a 
commodity almoſt peculiar to us. 


It is probable this exportation has been rather 5 


more, than leſs, than in the periods here taken 
notice of, for the two laſt years, ending at Chriſt- 
mas next, whereof, as yet, no account can be 
given; but it 1s to be feared that, at this inſtant, 
the markets abroad are over-glutted with this ma- 
terial, in which the perſons intereſted in the cre- 
dits upon tin have, perhaps, of late forced a 
trade, inſomuch that peace, and a flowing traffick 


every where, may not probably, for ſome time, 


enlarge this export, wherewith France and other 
countries have been ſupplied by way of Holland. 

If we have raiſed, and continue to raiſe out of 
the earth, more tin every year than our home con- 
ſumption and the uſes of our neighbours require, 
we muſt expect to have it become a drug, which 
will both hurt the _ in her civil liſt, and, to 
a degree, prejudice the whole kingdom in its ge- 
neral balance with other countries. 

There is yearly more tin made in the kingdom 
than is taken off by our own home conſumption, 
or by our foreign vent, which, in the fix years the 
Queen's contract is to laſt, muſt needs render this 
commodity a drug. Upon enquiry, this honour- 
able board will find, that, including the Michael- 
mas coinage, Viz. 428 tons, there will remain 
upon her Majeſty's hands, unſold, 4659 tons, 
which peace and a free trade will not be able to 
carry off in ſeveral years. 

As the caſe ſtands at preſent, Holland is the 


great magazine for tin; the neceſſities of ſuch as 


have it upon their hands, either as merchandize or 


_ ſecurity, drive it thither, and the Dutch ſet what 


price they pleaſe upon this rich product of England, 
to the damage of the 1 
. To 
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ſhould be thought on to promote the conſumption 
of the metal here at home, whereby the markets 


For 1662 to 1663, to the value of — 4. 
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J0o obviate this miſchief, all reaſonable ways 


abroad will not be over-glutted with it. 


If there be ſuch a want among the common 
people of halfpence and farthings, as is affirmed 


by all retailers, perhaps it would not be amiſs to 
ſet on foot a coinage of tin halfpence and far- 


things, the coinage to be at her Majeſty's expence 


and to her ſole profit; for experience has ſhewn 
how unſafe it is to truſt ſuch an yndertaking to 
private hands, This coinage will take off about 
1000 tons of the dead ftock now lying by, and 


give the remainder a freer vent in foreign markets. 


Corn. 


There is annexed to the firſt Report, an account 


of the qualities and quantities of corn that have 


been entered for exportation, and to what parts, 


for 11 years diſmiſs, from Chriſtmas 1699 to 
- Chriſtmas 1710, to which I refer the board in any 


particular enquiry they are pleaſed to make; but 
crave leave to obſerve, that corn is in a manner a 


new exportation ariſing to us from the war, which 


has in other countries ſo employed the hands of 
their people that they could not till the ground, or 
from dearths or plagues, wherewith divers nations 
have been afflicted for theſc laſt 23 years. For- 
merly we carried grain from the port of London, 
and but in ſmall quantities, only to Holland, 
Spain, Denmark, Africa, the plantations, Italy 
and Portugal; and to all theſe countries, 


315 5 


For 1668 to 1669, to the value of — 2201 8 


W hereas 


Africa, Canaries, Denmark and Norw 
Country, Flanders, France, Germany, 
Ireland, Italy, Madeiras, N ewtoundland,- Portu- 


„ Eaſt- 


gal, Ruſſia, Scotland, Spain, Sweden, Venice; 


Ines Guernſey, &c. and a Englith e eg * 
a W of 17 ee e, 507 five 


„ 2 4 
Chriſt. 1710, to the 


value of -— 
| Whereof, by the ſame} - 


(been Chriſt. 1649 20 


3 (C3 


per ann. 4 medium of the ſaid | 0 
. i years, entered for re 11 
I exportation, to Hol- 5 93+, 14 ; 


land in particular, to 
* the value of — 


* hat part of this commodity is for their hone 


| conſumption, and what part they re-export to 


other countries, does not appear to me; but ſo 


far is certain, When corn bears a high price in 
foreign markets, they ſend large cargoes of it to 
the places where it finds a good vent; and it has 


been known, that in years of {carcity they bring 
us back our own wheat, becauſe of 'the premium 


we give upon exportation, and which they are 
enabled to do, by having large granaries almoſt in 
every great town, wherein they {tore large quan- 
tities in cheap years, to anſwer the demands of 
other countries. And they will always have the 
ſame advantage over us, till the wiſdom of the 
publick here think fit to ere& granaries in this 


kingdom, which will not only be advantageous to 


our own foreign trade, in the exportation | of this 
commodity, but likewiſe become beneficial to all 
our ir manufactures, which mult be dearly or cheaply 


wrought, 


counts. 425 
' Whereas now we export grain of all ſorts to 
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0 92 vrought, as corn comes dear or cheap to the 
common people. As the caſe now ſtands, the 
Dutch have too great a ſhare in a plentiful year of 


corn here; whereas,” if (like them) we had pub- 1 
lick granaries, the ſuperfluity of ſome years would th 
fell better in foreign markets, and ſupport our tic 
own poor in times of want; and to me it ſeems, T 
that nothing could more contribute to put the th 

neral balance of trade always on the fide of ye 
. than by good œconomy in the publick wi 
to keep corn conſtantly at ſuch a rate, as if the an 

rice of labour and manufacture may at no time tat 


77rd, ̃ . 
Having made theſe ſnort remarks upon the three cel 


principal articles of our native product, whereby in 
our neighbours, from the beginning of the war tin 
till now, have made ſuch conſiderable advantages, tin 


by re- exporting the ſaid goods to other countries, 
and by being well paid on both ſides for the car- I T! 
riage, moſt of which profits would have accrued | | 
to England, if we had been our own merchants, 
and exported the ſaid commodities directly from | 
England, as heretofore we did, and if, eſpecially 
e. the laſt war (by letting Holland carry on h 


almoſt a free trade with France, while our hands | fan 
were bound up) we had not ſuffered that country 
to be in the nature of a free port, with an univer- B 
ſal magazine, where all the commercial world had. ) 
_ liberty to buy and ſell. 


And having opened theſe points, as well as the 
fhortneſs of time and the impoſſibility of procu- 
ring the facts of trade, for ſome years antecedent 
to the war, would permit me, I ſhall proceed to 
make ſome obſervations upon the chief of our | » 
plantation and Eaſt-Indja goods ſent from hence 7 
every year to Holland. 


Tobacco. 
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Tobacco. 


Ho the re- exports of this commodity ſtood before 
the firſt war, does not appear to me from any authen- 
tick account or memorial I could ever meet with. 
There is hereunto annexed an account at large of 
the tobacco imported into England, in 10 diſtinct 
years, from Chriſtmas 1699 to Chriſtmas 170, 
with an eſtimate of the firſt coſt or value thereof, 
and an account of the tobacco entered for expor- 
tation for the ſame years, diſtinguiſhing the quan- 
tities by certificate, in time, and the quantities by 
certificate, out of time, taking notice of the value 
in England after the duties are drawn back, in 
time, and of the value of the tobacco, out of 

time, which has not the benefit of draw- backs. 
The general imports of to-) Ub. 

bacco, at a medium of 8848666 ny 
the ſaid 10 years, amounts <I> We” 
to in quantity — 


whereof, re- exported to all foreign ports, by the 
ſame medium for the ſaid term, in quantity, 


EE in time — 17580107 
* certificare, out. of time 17900 iP erty 


Total 17598007 
And to Holland in particular, 


1 
DE,” in time — 7847628 2 
| By certificate, out of time 3529 { perann. 


Total 7851157 


Ac- 


: 2:5 . 5 
* — 
4 pe ©, *. 9 * >» * 4 « 7 * k 
c — #0 eri 
3 


Acco to which account our home con- 
A appears to be about 11,260,659 Ib. per 


annum. 2 
This product of our 
Holland, brings confiderab 
try; beſides that, the manufacturing of it, when 
there, employs a great number of their people: 
what proportion of it they conſume / themſelves 
cannot well be ſtated, but fo far is known, that 
they mix it with the tobacco of their own growth, 
viz. for France, one-third inland and two-thirds 
Virginia, making 1 it finer or coarſer, and adding 
to or diminiſhing the quantity of Virgina, and 
making ſome up only with our tobacco-ſtalks 
mixed with their own My according to the uſe 
of the country whereunto they export if. 
I have ſeen an account, taken in 1706, of the 
tobacco growing in three provinces, viz. Utrecht, 
| Guelderland, Overyſſel, and part of the dutchy of 
Cleve, which provinces, ſeven years before, had 
yielded but eight millions of pounds weight per 


ations, ' carried to 


ann. and they went on, increaſing every year the | 


plantation of this commodity, till, in 1706, they 
dame to raiſe 13 millions of pounds weight, which 
is near half as much as, by a medium of 10 years, 
is brought from all our plantations. The account 
I mention appears to me authentick, and I the 
Tather take notice of it, to ſhew how much it 
concerns England not to diſcourage this commo- 
dity by high duties, or by cramping it in the time 
allowed for draw-bac ks. 


iſt, Becauſe it is a a plant that may be raiſed in 

Europe, as well as in America, and it is not im- 

poſſible ſo to improve it as to bring Virginia to- 
bacco out of uſe abroad. 


2dly, It . 


profit to that coun- | 
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A2 2dly, It is one of our moſt conſiderable re- 
exportations, and the want of it will be found in 
the general balance of our trade with other coun- 
tries. 7 8 

laid are funds for ſeveral years, and if the impor- 
tation ſhould diminiſh, thoſe debts. will work off 
but ſlowly; beſides, her Majeſty will find defi- 
cient the funds allotted for the maintenance of her 
civil liſt. 752775700 ; 
Athly, If the high duties and other diſcourage- 


lay aſide, in any great degree, planting tobacco, 
they muſt, for a ifvelihood, turn their labour and 


land to ſome other uſes very prejudicial to their 


mother kingdom, 925 


Without doubt, the duties upon this commo- 


dity are ſo high, and ſuch as put us in danger in 
a manner to loſe this importation, ſo profitable to 


the publick, though it is to be feared a ſmall be- 
nefit to the planters, for ſome years laſt paſt; 


but it is continued for ſo long a term, the fund of 


ſecurity for ſuch large ſums, that it will be very 
difficult to propoſe expedients whereby the mer- 
chants may be eaſed, and the planter more encou- 
raged. Hereafter, in times of peace, perhaps the 
wiſdom of the parliament may think it proper 
either to leſſen the duties, or to bring part of 
them nearer to the conſumers, ſo that the mer- 


chant may pay, at the importation, a due pro- 


portion of the duty, and the reſt to be paid by 
the ſecond buyer, or retailer, at his receiving of 
his goods; to which may be added, that, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, when the impoſitions are exceſſive, 
as in this caſe, where the duties are leſſened the 
importations will increaſe, and, upon the 9 

1 the 


— 


zdly, Part of the additional duties thereupon 


ments ſhould bring our Weſt-Indian colonies to 


1 


— 
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the revenues from thence ariſing will be aug- 


Eaſt-India goods. 


It is to be wiſhed this honourable board could 


have an account of the exportations in theſe com- 
modities for four or five years, antecedent to the 
firſt war, and to what countries they were ex- 
ported. If this could be obtained, it would not 
be difficult to find a valuation near the truth of 
the ſaid goods at that ſeaſon, and from thence a 
good computation might be made how far, in the 
general balance of trade, England is a gainer or 
loſer by this branch of our foreign traffick. As 


the caſe now ſtands, Amſterdam and Rotterdam 
are in a manner the magazines for the wrought 


ilk, Bengal ſtuffs mixed with filk, or herba of 


the manufacture of Perſia, China, or Eaſt-India, 
and of all callicoes painted, dyed, printed, or 


ſtained there, the uſe of which commodities being 


prohibited here, are chiefly ſent to Holland, this 


country taking off, by a medium of four years, 
from Chriſtmas 1701 to Chriſtmas 1705, 94,916/. 
45. 1d. per ann. 

Which goods being bought cheap in the Indies, 
and fold dear in Europe, ought to turn richly to 
the importers account; but it is to be feared our 
neighbours make a greater profit from them than 
England, which ſends out its bullion, runs all the 
hazards of the ſea and by-captures, and is at the 
expence of forts, caſtles and factories to ſupport 
this trafficx. And our Eaſt-India company mult 


deal to this diſadvantage, ſo long as they have, 


in a manner, but one market for the ſaid commo- 
dities ; whereas, if they were permitted in our 
home conſumption, we ſhould tet the price upon 

them, 
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them, and not the Hollanders: and ſince other 
countries will have theſe ſilks and ſtuffs, it is cer- 
tainly more national profit that England ſhould 
ſell them dear than cheap abroad; and as to the 
price at home, it imports not the nation whether 
it is high or low, ſince it is among ourſelves. + 
Whether they interfere or no with our woollen 
manufactures abroad, ſhall not be here argued ; 
only ſo far may be ſafely advanced, that for theſe 
laſt thirty years, in which the Eaſt-India trade has 
been carried on to the higheſt pitch, we are not 
decreaſed in the manufactures from long wool, 
but rather the contrary, and to a large degree. 
Perhaps, indeed, we have not made a propor- 
tionable increaſe in the exports of the fine drape- 
ries ; however, upon the whole, for theſe laſt 23 


years, we have no reaſon to complain as to this 


principal branch of our exportation, if the entries 
thereof, made by the merchants, are in any degree 
near the truth. Nor does it appear to me, from 
any obſervation I can make, that Eaſt-India goods 
have hurt the general traffick of our woollen ma- 
nufactures in foreign markets; theſe filks and 
ſtuffs ſeem rather a commodity calculated for the 
middle rank of people; they are too vulgar to be 
worn by the beſt ſort, and too coſtly for the loweſt 
rank, ſo that the uſe of them remains in the middle 
rank, wi:o (the luxuries of the world ſtill in- 
crealing) would wear European ſilks if they had 
not Eaſt-India ſtuffs and painted callicoes, whereby 
the vent of our woollen goods abroad would cer- 
tainly be leſſened. Wh 8 
The publick ſhould never enter into the endleſs 
diſputes between merchants dealing to one country 
and merchants dealing to another, and between 
the manufactures of one commodity and the ma- 


nufactures of another, but rather contemplate 


1 . What 
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what is moſt advantageous to the whole body of 
the kingdom, and how the general trade thereof 
may be enlarged, and to lay aſide the narrow no- 
tion of ſuch as think to advance the vent of our 
product, by prohibitions of the goods from other 
countries; for England never throve by trade but 
while ſhe was an univerſal merchant, nor can ſhe 
recover herſelf till ſhe falls into her former courſe 

of dealings with the commercial world. 
There are many ſtill of opinion, that the Eaſt- 
India trade 1s prejudicial to this kingdom, by ex- 
porting every year ſuch quantities of filver ; but f 
they do not conſider, that, if our re- exportations | 
of Eaſt-India commodities had not been fo large 
to Holland and other countries, we muſt have i 
carried out the ſpecies of money for the payment 1 
of our armies in thoſe parts, for the'over-balance F 
ariſing from our native product and plantation h 
would not have ſufficed ; which over-balance 2 


in the whole, as noted before, to Holland only, 5 
| £; ti 
Amounts to, by a medium of 

— years Fe, 11388 102 per ann. 
Whereot, by a medium of four | al 
years, the prohibited and 7 
unprohibited goods, of the 250317 per ann. : 
rowth of Eaſt-India, carried | NO 
to Holland, are valued at 1 


And the ſaid goods have not only helped in the 5 
remittances for the troops in Holland, but they the 


have been likewiſe helpful in the balance of trade lon 
with ſeveral other countries, ſo that all the bullion Inc 
exported to cairy on this traffick 1s not loſt to che 
England, but, in the circulation of trade, returns Me 
with advantage, otherwiſe we muſt have been _ 


quite 
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quite exhauſted, ſome time 480, with this long 
and expenſive war. 
However, if our Eaſt-India commerce has been 
gainful to us, the Dutch have been ſharers to the 
Profit, and ſo will ever be, ſo long as the prohibition 
15 continued; beſides, their neighbourhood gives 
them perpetual opportunities of running theſe 
commodities into all her Majeſty's dominions, 
whereby they {ell dear what they buy cheap from 
us, to the prejudice of our trade, 

It is ſubmitted to wiſer heads, whether, inſtead 
of a prohibition, it would not be better for the 
publick to lay a duty of about 301. per cent. upon 
the wrought ſilk, Bengals, ſtuffs mixed with ſilk, 
or herba of the manufacture of Perſia, China, or 
Eaſt-India, and upon all callicoes painted, dyed, 
printed or ſtained there, which are for uſe at home, 
however with ſuch a draw-back only upon the re- 
export as may not hinder exportation, and yet be 
ſome bar to running the ſaid goods into ſcveral 
ports of her Majeſty's dominions; which new du- 

ties are propoled tor the following rcalons: 


iſt, So many branches of our conſumption are 
already engaged, that it is very difficult to find 
out any ſecurity to anſwer the preſent debts of the 
kingdom, many of thole debts having at preſent 
no fettled fund; nor can theſe duties be a burthen 
upon trade, becauſe they will be in the nature of 
an exciſe laid upon the conſumptioner. 
2dly, Lo take off the protubition will encourage 
the Eaſt-India company (Whole charter 1s for a 
long term of time) to cniarge their trade in the 
Indies, viz. by mak ing new ſettlements, and by 
engaging deeper in the coaſt-trade than as yet 
they have thought their intereſt to do, which will 


terminate in a greater exportation to thoſe parts, 
Vol. V. Ff every 
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every year, of the woollen and other Engliſh ma- 
nufactures, inſomuch that they may come in time 
to manage this traffick with carrying out of the 

kingdom but very little bullion; and if they can 
bring this about, the commodities brought from 
thence, bought at a low rate, and ſold well in 
moſt of the foreign markets whereunto we deal, 
will highly contribute to incline the balance of 
our trade with other countries to the ſide of Eng- 
land. | 
3dly, When there ſhall be two ſorts of buyers 
at the candle, of theſe goods, viz. thoſe who bid 
by commiſſion from Holland, and our own linnen- 
drapers and other dealers in thoſe commodities, 
the Dutch will not have it ſo much in their power 
to ſet their own price upon them, and London, 
inſtead of Rotterdam and Amfterdam, will be the 
great magazine for Eaſt-India wares, as heretofore 
it was; it being a certain rule, that a people who 
will be gainers in trade muſt, as much as poſſible, 


bave their general warehouſe at home, and b 
their own merchants. | 


The facts relating to ſeveral articles of our ex- 
portations to Holland have been here ſtated, to 
ſhew how wrong their notion is, who pronounce, 
becauſe we carry more to a country of our growth 
and manufactures than we bring from thence of 
- theirs, that we mult always be gainers in the ba. 
lance of trade with ſuch country. This would 
indeed hold, if the people with whom we had 
dealings ct this nature conſumed among themſelves 
all the merchandize exported to them; but, as in 
the caſc of Holland, where our product and mY 
nufactures, our plantation and Eaſt-India goods 
are the chief materials where with they drive tacit 
trade witli Cher nations there, the more of thek 
com 


3 


whereof follows, viz. 


that, eſpecially durin 
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. commodities. they take from us, the more they 


enlarge their univerſal traffick, and conſequently 
Increaſe their riches. 


Nothing can be more abſurd than to imagine, 
that the 1,382,102/, per ann. the ſum, by a me- 


dium of ſeven years, in which we ſeem to over- 
balance Holland, is all ſuperlucration to England, 
_ ariſing from the trade we drive with the Seven 
United Provinces. If ſuch a real over-balance 
had accrued, a conſiderable overplus muſt have 
been every year returned to us in bullion, as 
| heretofore it was in the gainful traffick we carried 


on with Spain; whereas, on the contrary, We 
have exported to Holland above four times more 
gold and ſilver, in the laſt 14 years and 8 months, 
than to all other European countries; an account 


£.--- #6 


| . Holland 656791 7 3 


Other Europeancountr 140750 O 0 


The truth of the caſe therefore appears to be, 
g this laſt war (while our 
trade with France and Spain has been interrupted) 


large quantities of the woollen manufactures, corn, 


tin, tobacco, with divers other commodities, have 
been ſent to Holland, which goods, in the former 
. courſe of trade, we exported directly ourſelves, 
and moſtly in our own ſhipping, to the increaſe of 


our navigation, which the war having rendered 
difficulr, and their ports being leſs expoſed than 


ours to the danger of privateers, as well in ſhips 
doutward as homeward-bound, the Hollanders 


have, in a great meaſure, got to be the carriers 
of our goods; but as our exports thither have 


increaſed all along, fo our exports to other parts 


muſt, in proportion, have diminiſhed, and what 
1 we 
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we ſeem to have gained by our dealings there, we 
have loſt in the general balance of our trade with 
other countries: nor is this large exportation in 
particular to Holland, for theſe laſt 23 years, to 
be looked upon as a certain mark that the trade 
of this kingdom has had a gradual and natural 
increaſe during the ſaid term, and ſuch a one as it 
enjoyed 30 or 40 years antecedent to the firſt war; 
on the contrary, late exports thither ſeem rather 
forced, and the effects of divers antecedents, 
many of which have not contributed to our ad- 
vantage. While navigation to other parts was in- 
ſecure, while we had no trade with France and 
Spain, and while the buſineſs of the war took off 
our thoughts from trade, and while, at the ſame 
time, ſuch vaſt ſums were every year to be drawn 


from England for the ſubſiſtence of the troops 


abroad, and payment of the ſubſidies, ſuch as 

were concerned in the remittances thought Hol- 

land the beſt market for our native product and 

re- exported goods, and found it their intereſt to 

drive thither the whole ſtream of trade, inſomuch 

that, whereas, in the year 1703, 

The amount of the exports. to all fo- CE 

. 44103 

reign parts 1s valued at 5 

The amount of the exports to Hol- | 5 
land ſingly is valued at we a 


Thus almoſt a third part of our univerſal expor- 
tation terminates in the country, which will there- 
by be enabled to govern the trade of all Europe, 
if the channel thereof does not receive ſome al- 
terations by a peace. 5 

Beſides the neceſſity of remittances to pay the 
troops, other reaſons have contributed to drive 
ſucli quantities of our product to Holland, which 

2 reaſons, 


6 wwe. » 
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| reaſons, perhaps, will not ceaſe when the war de” 


termines. The Dutch, more eſpecially for theſe . 
eight or nine years laſt paſt, have been deeply 
concerned in all the funds in their own, and in the 
hands of Engliſh and French merchants reſiding 


here, and of the Jews; ; they are known to have 


conſiderable ſums in the annuities, lotteries, Eaſt- 


India bonds, ſtocks of the companies, and all the 
loans that are in courſe of payment, and the pro- 
duce of ſuch effects lodged here muſt be returned 
to them either in bullion, bills of exchange, or 
commodities, which will be a conſtant drain to 
England, and a weight againſt us in the balance 
of trade in that country, {0 long as the funds 
continue. 

Whether there will be the ſame demand from 
Holland for our product and manufactures in 
time of peace as there has been during the war, is 
a queſtion few are able to decide. As the caſe 


has ſtood for ſome time, they have had opportu- 
nities ſo to enlarge their traffick, by the means of 
our materials, as to render them, perhaps, leſs 


weary of the war than ſome of our neighbours 
ſeem to be, war being ſeldom a burthen to nations 
that can ſo conduct their affairs, as in the mean 
while not to have their foreign traffick obſtructed. 
It is true, our exportation for 23 years has been 
very large, but there has been a long gap with 
our dealings with Spain, where our profit was 
certain, and from whence there was a conſtant 
over-balance returned to us in bullion ; whereas, 


what ſuperlucration we may have made between 


the exports of our goods, and the imports of their 
commodities from Holland, Portugal, Italy, and 
other countries, have been intercepted from us 
by the war, and what overplus we may have made 
has gone to the payment of the troops we main- 
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tained upon the ſpot, and the profits ariſing to ds 
from this mighty exportation have ſo fallen ſhort. 
towards ſupporting our whole expences of the 
war, and carrying on thoſe branches of traffick, 
which, unavoidably, muſt be managed with the 
ſpecies of gold and ſilver, as the Eaſt-Land and 

aſt-India trades, that, notwithſtanding the over- 
balance which the entries inwards and outwards 
ſeemingly give to England, we muſt, from the 
beginning of the firſt war, have exported, by de- 


grees, ſo much bullion as has —__ us at leaſt. 


nine millions in that ſort of wealt 

It is to be hoped peace, and a well-eſtabliſhed 
commercial treaty, will reſtore trade to its former 
channels, and when this happens, thoſe exporta- 
tions will find their way to other countries, with 
more national profit, which lately have been in a 
manner confined to Holland; and till trade is in 


this courſe, navigation will at beſt be at a ſtand, 


and we ſhall not increaſe in our breed of ſeamen. 
J have thus opened the principal heads of our 


dealings tO Holland, and, rom the premiſes, the 


wiſdom of this honourable board will beſt deter- 
mine how the balance of trade has lately ſtood 
between the two countries, and which nation has 
probably been the gainer (though the exceſs of 
trade ſeems to be fo much on our ſide, and againſt 
Holland) and I have chiefly inſtanced the year 
1703, to avoid prolixity ; but the fame holds in 
ſeveral years antecedent and ſubſequent. 

As to the principal articles of our imports from 
Holland, in the year 1703, whereof you have al- 
ready the particulars, amounting in the whole to 
440,209]. you may pleaſe to obſerve, that moſt 
of them conſiſt of commodities for our own con- 
fumption, and which contribute very little to- 

wards carrying on our traffick with other coun- 
tries : 
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tries: it is true, ſome of their materials are uſeful 
to us in our manufactures ; their linnens, which is 
the higheſt branch of their importation, amounting 
to 213,701/. are chiefly for our own uſe, and 
what linnens we export to our plantations are 
_ moſtly from the German looms: generally ſpeak- 


ing, there is little brought thence which may not 


as well be had from other countries, and for .this 
this reaſon we may juſtly inſiſt upon advantageous 
terms 1n any future treaty of commerce that ſhall 


be made between us and them. If they object 


the high duties we have been compelled to lay 
upon their linnens and other commodities, we 
may Object the ſame to them, for they do, by 
way of Crate upon the conſumptioner, impoſe as 
much upon our commodities as we do upon theirs 
by our cuſtoms, with this difference, that they 
raiſe money tor the publick in a manner leſs hurt- 
ful to trade, and more eaſy to the merchants, than 
we have yet been able to find out. 

But, upon the whole, let us do what we can, 
the high duties upon our importations will give 
the Dutch a perpetual advantage in trade over us, 
till thoſe duties are leſſened by time, or by the 
wiſdom of parliament, or till the draw- backs upon 
re- exportations can be ſet upon a better foot. 

By the ſtatute of tonnage and poundage upon 
goods and merchandizes imported, and by other 
ſubſequent ſtatutes, the merchant, importer, or 
perſon buying from him, in caſe the ſaid goods 
and merchandizes ſhall be exported in the times 
limited by the ſaid ſeveral acts, is entitled to the 
ſeveral re-payments, or draw-backs, therein men- 
tioned, and not otherwiſe. The inconveniencies 
from hence to the merchants and the publick * 
pear to be, 
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iſt, In caſe the merchant keeps his goods out 
of time, they can then be fold only for the home 
markets, and conſequently are, * pro tanto,” of 
lower value than thoſe commodities which are ca- 
pable of being ſold tor any market, either at home 
or abroad. 


 *2dly, The merchant, to avoid this loſs, or the 


riſque of it, exports his commodities in time, to 
entitle himſelf to the draw- back, for the cuſtoms 
are ſo high that he will not venture his goods for 


the home conſumption only, and therefore exports 


them, though he has no certain cuſtomer for them 
abroad, and the rather, by reaſon that, if the 
home conſumption requires ſuch commodities, he 
can import them again, paying the duties. 
3dly, This manner of exporting lays a great 
charge upon the merchandize, in freight, in- 
ſurance, commiſſion, and warehouſe room, which 
two laſt articles being certainly the advantage of 
that foreign country whereunto they are exported 
(which is generally to Holland) and not only ſo, 


but this neceſſity of the merchants ſo fills that 


country with our commodities, that they can ſet 
their own price upon ſuch goods, as they or others 
want them. | 


4thly, The merchant, for want of a ſpeedy 


market, has often occaſion to borrow money upon 
his goods, which can only be done upon the ſp-t 
where his effects lie. This carries another benefit 
to foreigners, and whereof they take unreaſonable 


advantages. upon our merchant's elapſing his time 
of payment. | 


zthly, The merchant, from this neceſſity, pays 


his bonds .in debentures, and draws that money 
from the crown, for which intereſt is paid by the 
publick in the loans, and which would otherwiſe 
remain with the publick, until he has fold his 
| goods 
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goods either for a home or a foreign market; it 
being likewiſe demonſtrable, that it is better for 
the merchant to pay intereſt- money to the pub- 
lick for the term of his bond, which does not 
amount to ſo much as the extraordinary expences 
and riſque in ſending them into a foreign ware- 
houſe, beſides that, in general, it depreciates our 
commodities, when we are thus compelled to clog 
the markets abroad with them. 11 18 


After the draw- backs are made, the cuſtoms 
become in the nature of an exciſe upon home 
conſumption; it ſeems therefore to be the intereſt 
of England, and what muſt terminate in making 
Great-Britain a free port, rather to charge a pro- 
portion of the new duties eſpecially on the ſecond 
vender: but ſince this courſe may not be practi- 
cable at preſent, the next beſt expedient to reſtore 
and preſerve our trade appears to be, that a larger 
time for re- exportation ſhould be allowed the 
merchant, (however, not to diſpenſe with the pay- 
ment of the duties and cuſtoms at the certain 
times on which they are payable by the reſpective 
acts of parliament;) nor could I ever meet with 
any ſubſtantial reaſons to be given againſt this 
enlargement. 5 | 

When either of theſe courſes ſhall effectually be 
taken, no country will have it in their power to 
ſet their own price upon our goods, and England 
will be the general magazine for many commod1- 
ties of foreign growth and product, than which 
nothing can more tend always to incline the ba- 
lance of trade of our ſide, and to make this ifland, 


as heretofore it was, the moſt conſiderable market 
for bullion, 


In 
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In obedience ,.to that part of your precept 
which) directs me to lay before you in what 
ſipping the exports and imports have been made, 
I. humbly crave leave to offer, that my ledgers 
make a diſtinction as to the ſhipping, whether in 


Engliſh or foreign, bottoms ; but the articles 
both of exports and imports are ſo numerous, 
that to extract them for any number of years 

will be the work of much time; I have therefore | 
done it only for one year, between England and | 

Holland, with which year, I believe, the other 

years held proportion, the grand totals whereof 

here follow, but a more particular account for 1 

the ſaid year you will find in the annexed paper, T 

VIZ. ee 1 

Eng. bottoms. Foreign bottoms. , 

Ann. g imported 2 to the F 289844 232568 ; 

„„ value of 1 1502169 915720 g 
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GENTLEMEN, | 


PAVING thus laid before you ſeveral facts, 
as I find them ſtated in my ledgers, which 
are extracted from the entries made by the mer 
chants of exported and imported goods, I now. 
think it my duty to offer a few words in relation 
to theſe accounts, more eſpecially in regard your: 
ecept directs me to take notice, whether I have 
{ſaſpected any ſhort and over-entries | have been 
made of woollen manufactures, and of what quan- 
tity and value. £ 85 e 
Mr. Culliford's office began from Michaelmas 
1696, who put the books in the preſent method: 
I came in June 1703, and compleated Mr. Culli- 
ford's laſt year's accounts. From the goth of 
March 1700, the woollen manufactures went out 
free of duties, and from that time it was viſible 
there would be a great uncertainty as to the en- 
tries outwards of all that ſort of goods, and I did 
my utmoſt to procure a clauſe in ſome act of 
parlia ent to oblige the merchant to a certain 
and regular entry of thoſe commodities, as well as 
of others paying cuſtoms, well foreſeeing of what 
ill conſequences it muſt be to remain in the dark, 
in ſo material a branch of our exportation, and 
upon which the general trade of England turns 
ſo much. In order to prevent this miſchief, a 
clauſe was offered, and very much inſiſted on in 
the Houſe of Commons, by Mr. Lowndes, but 
obſtructed by the merchants, for ends not over 
juſtifiable, and the clauſe was not received. 
From the time theſe outward duties were taken 
off, the merchants have made their entries at 
pleaſure, as well in the out-ports as in 8 
ut 
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but generally they have entered greater quantities 


than were really exported, to carry on ſome myſ- 
tery of trade, which, though it might prove of 


advantage to a few perſons here and there, could 


never be profitable to the publick, in regard it 
muſt beget uncertainty in foreign markets, and 


ſometimes occaſion a want, and ſometimes an 


overplus of thoſe goods, and it reſults at laſt in a 
trick of the exporters to deceive one another, at 
which they would not venture when the commo- 
dities had ſuch a duty upon them as the merchant 
could not afford to play with; but to what value 
thoſe over- entries might amount is not to be com- 

puted, for the proper officers, receiving no duties 
from thence, keep no perfect regiſter as I can find, 
and large entries are frequently made, when per- 


Haps leſs quantities are ſhipped off, which indeed 


are marked in the body of the cocquets by the 
Queen's ſearchers, but no diſtinct account thereof 


is kept; ſo that, in free goods, it is impoſſible 
for me to check, or correct, by the ſearchers 


books, the entries brought up to my office. 
Obſerving what was tranſacted, and finding the 
article of the woollen manufacture exported ſo 
much increaſe every year, and ſuſpecting this 
might proceed from the fore- mentioned cauſe, I 
had an account drawn up, the copy whereof is 
hereunto annexed, ſhewing the quantity of the 
woollen manufactures exported in three years, 


with the amount of the ſubſidy duties paid there- 


upon; as alſo the quantities of the ſaid goods 
entered for exportation in three years after the 
ſaid ſubſidy duties were taken off, with a compu- 


tation what the ſaid duties would have amounted 


to, if the ſame had been continued; from whence 
the board may make their own obſervations how 


far 


r , eooms ai 
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far the entries may be thought to exceed the truth : 
computing by the duties, it 1s plain that the three 
laſt years exceed the three firſt years as follows, 
VIZ. EY 


Three years before the duties} . s. d. 
were taken off, from Mich. REO TT l 
1696 to Chriſt. 1700, the 1 
ſubſidy amounted to — 

Three years after the duties 
were taken off, from Chriſt. 
1700 to Chriſt. 1703, the 


150892 8 51 
ſubſidy is computed at — 5 


Difference 21232 7 14 
And the outward duties upon the woollen manu- 
facture being 5 per cent. there was entered for 
exportation in the three laſt years, in woollen 
goods, to the value of 42 3, o40 l. more than in the 
three years before the duty was taken off; but 
whether or no this proceeds from a real increaſe of 
our exportations, or from the over- entries of the 
merchants, as has been obſerved before) is impoſ- 
| ſible to determine: however, finding, as far as 
my books can be made up, that this exportation 
is every year larger and larger, and that at the 
ſame time there is a general complaint all over 
England, of wool being a drug, I am rather in- 
clined to believe, that there may be over- entries 
made of the woollen manufacture, not ſo much in 
the fine draperies, as in the perpetuanas, ſerges, 
ſays and ſtuffs, which the board may obſerve from 
the ſix years compariſon hereunto annexed. _ 
If it is thought of any conſequence to the public 
to have a yearly view before them how the wool- 
2 1. | len 
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lenmanufacture ſtands, I cannot ſee how it is 
be compaſſed, unleſs, by ſome law, the merch: -- 
« be obliged to make a regular entry of thoſe com- 
2 modities, and under a penalty, and unleſs, at the 
ſame time, the proper officers by the ſaid act ſhall 
be directed to keep an account of the true quanti- 
ties exported, to which the inſpector- general of 
exports and imports may have recourſe, in order to 
check the entries when they are to be paſſed in his 
ledgers. 5 - 
At a ſeaſon when there was ſuch a want of 
funds, as there has been for ſeveral. years laſt paſt, 
and while there was ſuch a neceſſity of loading all 
the importations to England, it is difficult to find 
aà good reaſon why this ſmall duty of 57. per 
cent. upon the exports was taken off. They who 
look upon this proceeding with impartial eyes, 
muſt eſteem it no better than affectation of popu- 
 hrity; it is true, for the encouraging the exports 
of your on product and manufactures, they 
ougght to be under eaſy duties outwards, but at 
the ſame time, for encouraging trade in general, 
the duties inwards ought not to be ſo high as to 
render the merchant incapable of carrying on 
large dealings in the world, and to make the Ex- 
change become a deſerved place; and it is well 
| worth the conſideration of the wiſaſt heads, whe- 
| | ther this free export of the woollen goods, and 
3 the bounty upon corn exported, be not rather a 
profit of our neighbours than to the body of this 
kingdom. x 
The board will ſee, from the annexed paper, 
that the duties upon the woollen goods, for the 
three laſt years, while they paid ſubſidy, by a 
medium of the ſaid three years, amounted toil 
43,213. 75. 1d. per ann. Thi 54 
| 8 
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This ſum laid afreſh upon outward goods, and 
which does not appear to be ſach a burthen upon 


trade as the debts of the nation may not render 
tolerable, would either be a good preſent fund for 
money, or may come in aid and eaſe of ſome 
branch of our importation that is over-taxed; _ 
and though but half of the former ſubſidy ſhould 


be laid, it would be a means to prevent the mer- 


chant from over-entries, and bring upwards of 


20,0007. per ann. to the publick. 
In that variety of eſtimates that have been here 


offered to this honourable board, it may reaſon- 
' ably be aſked, how far the entries and calculations 
thereof are to be depended on; in which point, 
without any ſort of diſguiſe, I ſhall deliver my 


opinion. 155 
As to the entries inwards, I have reaſon to 


think there is very little difference between them 
and thoſe accounts in the Cuſtom-houſe, whereby 
the duties are charged and aſcertained, except 


where there is allowances made for damaged and 
defective goods, which is no ſuch article as will 
make any material change in the general compu- 


tations. 


As to the entries outwards, I doubt the woollen 


manufactures are not the only inſtance of the mer- 


chant's entering more than he really ſhipped off; 


for though there are ſome difficulties in the prac- 


rice, yet, for by-ends to himſelf, he now and then 


makes entries and deſtroys the cocquet. The 


goods thus entered are perhaps never O_o off, 
and yet the quantities remain in the bills of entry: 
but an account of all debentures, goods entituled 
to a drawback, muſt of courſe be kept in the of- 
ice of the ſearchers, becauſe they teſtify in the 


ſaid debenture the true quantities ſhipped off. If 


the 
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the merchant makes an entry, as I am informed 
zs frequent, when the ſhip or veſſel, mentioned in 
his cocquet, is not capable of taking the goods 
aboard, in ſuch caſe he is obliged to make a freſh 
entry, and take out a freſh cocquet. HR 
This practice . begets ſome uncertainty in the 
entries, however, 1 have reaſon to think none 
very material; but the number of clerks, I am 
allowed, has never been fufficient to compare and 
checque the ſaid entries with the ſearchers books, 
_— which if I were enabled to do, the ledgers would 


be as authentick, to all intents and purpoſes, as 
any accounts of this nature can poſſibly be ren- 
dered : and that I might be in a better capacity 
to perform this ſervice, and for divers other rea- 
ſons, in the year 1704 I gave a petition to my 
lord Godolphin, and a memorial to the commu- 
ſioners of the cuſtoms, praying for a greater num- 
ber of hands, as well for the current ſervice, as 
to retroſpect into the poſture of our general trade, 
for ſome years antecedent to the firſt year ; but 
the commiſſioners of her Majeſty's cuſtoms did 
not think fit to make this allowance. 
I have annexed to this report the ſaid memo- 
rial, to ſhew there is no blame lies on me, if this 
honourable board does not find theſe accounts. in 
that exactneſs which my natural curioſity leads 
me to reduce them; and if I am not in ſuch readi- 
neſs to lay before them the ſtate of our trade with 
all other countries, as well as with France and 
Holland ; and ſhall add no more upon this head, 
but that, if I had been aſſiſted with more hands, 
you ſhould, by this time, have had an ampler 
hiſtory of our foreign trade. 
As to the valuations upon the reſpective com- 
modities, I haveTherein followed my worthy pre- 
| = deceſſor, 
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deceſſor, but have been long inclined to think, 
that ſome of our own native products have been 
over-valued, and that time has made ſome altera- 


tion in the price of foreign commodities; for 
which reaſon I have not poſted my ledgers for 


theſe laſt four years; contenting myſelf with re- 


giſtering all the entries of 1 imports and exports in 


quarterly books; to which I can have recourſe; 


and from whenee I can extract accounts upon all 
occaſions, ſtill expecting that peace would fix a 
more certain price upon all commodities, as well 


Foreign as of home growth, exported and im- 


ported. 
But ſuppoſe there may be ſome over- entries not 
corrected and ſet right with the real quantity ex- 
orted, it does not ſhake the reaſoning part of 
what has been here offered, only pro tanto as the 
value of ſuch over- entries may amount to, which, 


upon the whole, I take to be inconſiderable, ex- 


cept in the goods not paying duties outwards, 
whereof the entries may be made certain, if the 
13 is deſirous to have a true account, 
rom time to time, of the increaſe or decreaſe in 
the woollen manufactures. | 
From what has been here laid down, it is evi- 
dent enough, that though, by a medium of feven 
ears, our groſs exportations to Holland have 
en 1,937,9341. per ann. and though, by the 
ſame medium, our groſs importations from thence 
have been but 549,8321. per ann. yet, as to gain, 


the balance mult have been on their fide, becauſe 


they have not carried from us goods only for their 
on conſumption, but materials for their com- 
merce with other countries, inſomuch as it may 
with ſafety be affirmed, that the ſame war, which 
in ſo many inſtances has impaired England, muſt 

Yor. V. ce” have 
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; have byought.. a vaſt increaſe of wealth to the 


body of their people; and of the ſeveral branches 


of our foreign trade, whilſt ſome of them have 


been leſſened, and others in a manner quite loſt, 
they have enlarged their dealings, and daily 


become richer and ſtronger from our ſupine neg- 
ligence. 


I ſhould not revive antient fears, or Aae dor 


to awaken the thoughts of men upon this ſubject, 
were not the facts lying before me convincing 


e 


the commerce of trade as the buſineſs of the war, 


. proofs, that in ſome parts they ſupplant us, in 


others incroach upon us, and every where out- 
wit us. In the mean time, we have behaved our- 
ſelves like a young man born to a great eſtate, 
who thinks his condition ſuch, that no expence, 
and no want of care, can do him hurt, till at laſt 


his creditors begin to call in for the mortgages 


they have upon his land, and till he finds 
his rents will not anſwer. the intereſt of what he 


owes. 
A trading country muſt full as much look after 


otherwiſe the ſinews of the war will ſoon ſlacken ; 


but how far we have ſacrificed our intereſt to 


other conſiderations, will be ſeen when we have 


leiſure to look about us, and when peace ſhall 


have brought us into wiſer and cooler thoughts. 
To fuch (and they are not few) as are of opinion 
that the Dutch have been loſers, and we gainers 
by the war, becauſe of our great exportations, 


theſe queſtions ſhould be offered : How comes it 


to paſs that, for ſeveral years, we have been the 
borrowers and they the-lenders? How have they 
gained the large effects they have in our annuities, 
and ſtocks, and all other funds? And whence is 
it, that, at this inſtant, the Bank of Amſterdam 

2 28 contains 


* 
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contains: more of the ſpecies of gold and ſilver; 


than perhaps is current over all the reſt of Eu- 


rope, when, at the ſame time, it is plain, to thoſe 
who are not reſolved to ſhut their eyes, that we 
have nine millions leſs in com than we had 1 in os 
Fear 1688 ? 

After ſo many millions hive been expetided, to 
enlarge the fame and glory of this kingdom, and 
in carrying on a war with land-armies (fo much 
out of our proper ſphere, and beyond our natural 


ſtrength) it will be ſeaſonable to conſider of ſuch 


ways as may lead to our future ſafety, and repair 


the loſſes England has ſuſtained; by taking wrong 


meaſures. in the ſupport -of this alliance. Our 
part had been, to have carried on an extended 
war by ſea, and to have diſtreſſed the enemy in 


all their ports at home, and on their Weſt-Indian 


coaſt z and we ſhould, in a larger degree, have 


left to the confederates the care of their own. 


defence by land: The chief expences of fleets 


are at home among ourſelves, and keep our 


treaſure within the kingdom; land armies either 
carry out money in ſpecie, or, by bills of ex- 


change, intercept the profits ariſing from trade, 


which 1s one and the ſame thing, and almoſt 


equally tends to the impoveriſhment of a nation : 


beſides that, large ſubſidies always beget long 


wars, where they who receive can never be ſo ſoon 


weary of their buſineſs as they that are to pay. 


By land-armies we enrich other countries; by 


great fleets we cheriſh and maintain our own 


people, and protect our trade from the inſults of 


our enemies, and from the encroachments of our 
allies and friends. 


Without arrogating too much to outelves, we 


may lately ſay, and polterity will be of the fame 
Gg 2 - opinion, 
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opinion, that the wealth of England has chiefly 
f ſupported the confederate arms, which wealth was 
the reſult of a long and flouriſhing trade; and 
what has been exhauſted from us, is no. other 
way to be reſtored, but by taking the ſame courſes 
whereby it was firſt gotten, It is not to be de- 
nied, but our anceſtors were careleſs in man 
points, and have ſuffered our neighbours to get 
many advantages over us, which a little vigour in 
the adminiſtration might have prevented; but in 
thoſe days, riches flowed in ſo faſt upon us, that 
many omiſſions in the ſtate may be well excuſed; 
beſides, the power, firſt of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and then of France, was,ſo formidable, and the 
Proteſtant intereſt ſo low, as might . reaſonably 
induce the miniſters of thoſe days to connive at 
ſome proceedings of other countries, however pre- 
judicial they might be to the commercial intereſt 
of Great-Britain, | _ 
But now Spain, in whatever condition of 
ſtrength a general peace ſhall leave it, will not, 
for ſome ages, be able to do us hurt; and it 1s 
_ manifeſt enough, the ſucceſs of the Queen's arms 
have ſo interrupted the progreſs France was 
making towards univerſal "monarchy, and fo 
broken the French forces, that they will be glad, 
for many years, not to deviate from the paths 
of peace: fo that, it is to be hoped the calm, 
which is like to follow ſuch a long ſtorm, 
may give her Majeſty's ſubjects opportu- 
nities to regain the ground they have loſt in 
trade. | | 
There 1s nothing weaker, than pretending to 
offer particular rules how a country may thrive 
by foreign traffick: trade muſt be ſuffered to 
take its own courſe, and will find its own chan- 
- 2 --nel. 
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nel. If merchants” are encouraged, if their in- 
tereſt is aſſerted with courage in courts abroad, 
and in all negociations with other countries, and 
if the duties are not ſo high as to compel men 
to withdraw their effects from commerce, a 


nation that has convenient ports, whoſe na- 


tural genius leads them to ſea affairs, who 
abound in fuch rich native produ& of their 


own, and who have ſo many hands working 


for them in their American plantations, can 
never fail of acquiring wealth by trade, pro- 
vided that, by negligent or fearful councils, 
they do not leave room for their neighbours to 
wreſt it from them. . A 2 
As war has been managed, for theſe laſt hun- 
dred and fifty years, merely by the power of 


money, no nation can be accounted ſafe, or 
miſtreſs of its liberties, that is not in a condition 


to contend with its oppoſites at the weapon 
they make uſe of; on the contrary, when it is 
viſible that the ſtrength of a people is waſted, 
ſuch a people lies expoſed to the firſt invaders 
that have gathered wealth enough to fit out new 


fleets, and raiſe new armies. 


They who have been for flattering our di- 


ſtempers, and who have reaped their beſt har- 


veſt from publick poverty, will pretend there 
1s as great a plenty of money in the kingdom 
as formerly; but ſuch as will take the pains 
to enquire into the condition of our affairs, 
will find, from facts not to be confeſſed, that 


our ſpecies of gold and ſilver is very much 


diminiſhed. It is true, we now have, and all 
along have had, an extenſive credit; however, 


England can never be reckoned entirely fate, 


till it poſſeſſes ſuch a quantity of coin as may 
jo . be 
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be proof againſt any ſudden emergencies of 
invaſions, new wars, or future breach of trea- 
ties, and as may bear ſome due proportion with 
paper- credit. But this is only to be expected 
from time and the enlargement of trade, to 
which the immenſe ſtock we have in paper- 
credit will contribute; and this ſtock may be 
well looked upon to be fo conſiderable, as to 
enable us | hereafter to cope with our wealthy 
neighbours, it being as transferable as money in 
the Bank of Amſterdam, and will be thought to 
have as much intrinſic value, when we have the 
proſpect of a laſting peace. 

But to give thele things a 1150 price, to 
promote navigation, to encreaſe our ſeamen, to 
make this kingdom rich in reality, as well as 
in opinion, and to bring in bullion, all our 
endeavours muſt tend to the advancement of 


our trade. 


The world js lawn enough to employ the in- 

duſtry and wealth of both nations; „ and fince 
the expence of this long war is like chiefly to 
terminate in rendering the Dutch ſecure, by a 
ſtrong barrier againſt the power of France, 
they cannot, by the rules of equity, complain 
of any meaſures we ſhall hereafter take for our 
own preſervation, and to recover thoſe branches 
of our traffick which the war has either loſt or 
interrupged. 

It would be too tedious here to take notice, 
in what parts of foreign trade we have, from 
time to time, been ſupplanted by our neigh- 
bours, and particularly ſince the very time 
. our arms and councils have been chiefly em- 
ployed in maintaining the common caule ; but, 
as gccafion ſhall offer itſelf, in treating of 


the 


* 
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the dealings between England and other 8 


tries, I ſhall, in obedience to their precept, lay 
what has occurred to me before this honourable 
board. VVVVVFFFPPVCFCT Ions” PT OST ROGER 

I[t is not reaſonable to differ with another 
country becauſe their conduct has been better 


and wiſer than yours; but we are to correct our 
own errors by their wiſdom : our future buſineſs, 


therefore, will be to oppoſe induſtry with induſtry, 


and to ſet up tenaciouineſs, in what relates to in- 


tereſt againſt the ſame principle, when we ſee it 
is in others the only rule whereby they govern 
all their Actions. ORE 5 ; 

When we find our neighbours enterprizing, 


vigilant, and jealous in whatever has relation to 


their trade; and when we obſerve them ftill en- 
deavouring to get ground, and never yielding 
any point to us, but forming long ſchemes, cal- 
culated to take effect many years to come, in 
order to enlarge themſelves at our expence, it 
will become good patriots to look about them, 
and to take care leſt in time England ſhould be 
in a manner excluded from the commerciat 
World. Ly 2 


Whenever we loſe our trade, we muſt bid 


farewel to that wealth and ſtrength which have 
hitherto enabled us to preſerve our liberties, a- 
gainſt the deſigns of Spain and France, the two 
oreateſt monarchies that have been erected ſince 
the declenſion of the Roman empire; want of 
due circumſpection in a point ſo effential to the 
exiſtence of this kingdom, may, perhaps, in 
leſs than an age, reduce us to be the prey of 
ſome conquerors, notwithſtanding our large eſ- 
tates in land, the fertility of our ſoil, the rich- 


neſs of our product, and the convenience of our 


GE4 ports, 
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ports, which natural bd, fot if, ndt well 


made uſe of, and directed, in of becoming 
a defence, are rather ſo many motives to invite 
over invaders of a country which ſuffers its 


naval ſtren , the effect of trade, and. of trade 


only, ſo to anguiſh as; to be no longer | in a poſ- 


ture to defend itſelf. 


From what has been opened in the whole Se- 


ries of this report, the board will be the beſt 


judges, whether the Engliſh or Dutch have been 
gainers in the balance of thoſe vaſt dealing $ that 
of late years have been between us: "I facts 


have been here ſet down with ſincerity and 


truth, in which it is humbly! left for others to 


determine. 


But if we haye been loſers there, or if there 
is a ſenſible decay in other branches of 'our traf- 
fick, proper remedies ſhoyld be applied to a Diſeaſe 
that may grow ſo fatal to a commonwealth. 

If Holland is become, in too extenſive a de- 
gree, the warehouſe and general-magazine of our 
corn, plantation, and Eaſt-India goods, it is not 
unpoſſible to obviate that miſchief. 

iſt, By encouraging the erection of public 


grainaries in ſeveral parts of this kingdom. 


2dly, By enlarging the time for drawbacks 
on tobacco, ſugars, and ſeveral other American 


commodities. 


2dly, By taking off the prohibition that now 
lies upon the Eaſt - India and Perſian ſilks 
and ſtuffs, and not to drive them thus to Am- 
ſterdam and Rotterdam: perhaps an experiment 
of four or five years would plainly demonſtrate 


that the wear of them would. not ſo much hurt 


us at home in the conſumption of our woollen 


8 manufactures, as the vent of them abroad inter- 


feres 


* 
* 


feres with. the ſale of pur woollen goods in foreign 


To be in a laſting condition te cope with the 
Dutch in trade, we muſt, as well in time of 
peace as war, have a fleet in readineſs ſtrong 
enough, upon all occaſions, vigorouſly to aſſert. 

our 88 of the Sea: trade has been ever 
obſeryed to follow power, and to be inffuenced 
by it. That nation which has the beſt navy 


* f . 


will haye the moſt merchant-ſhips. reſorting to 


it for profit or protection; and in ſuch: a poſ- 
ture you are courted by your friends, and ter- 
rible to your rivals. No profeſſion of men ſooner 
feel the effects of national increaſe, or decreaſe 
in reputation, than merchants. If your country 
is thought weak, declining, and afraid to reſent. 
injuries, you are oppreſſed and over-borne. by 
all that have dealings with you, who are apt to 


deſpiſe the baſe, though they get by them;; on 


the contrary, when a nation is eſteemed power- 


ful, and tenacious of the point, as well of ho- 


nour as of intereſt, they are countenanced by 
princes, let them be never ſo remote, their fac- 
tors every where commanding the market. And 
it is remarkable, the French could never obtain 
to have the buſineſs of their commerce well ſet- 
tled at the Ottoman-Porte, till the year 1673, 
when their ſucceſſes made ſuch a noiſe through- 


out Europe, The fame of England has been 
advanced ta ſuch a height, during the laſt War, 


that the trading men will hereafter taſte their pro- 
portion of benefit by it, if our maritime affairs 
are not neglected. 


The way to retrieve what we may have loſt, is 


not to offer affronts, or to make ill- grounded 


cavils, or to renew abſolute pretenſions, much 
| leſs 
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leſs to come to an open breach with any of 
our neighbours. We ſhould rather endeavour to 
reſtore our trade to its former condition, by 
ſtrong and ſteady councils, ſuch as may demon- 
ſtrate to the world, that we are rather defirous to 


| preſerve ourſelves than to diſturb” others; and fo 


to temper our 1 with thoſe between 
whom and us future difputes may happen to 


ariſe, as to give conſtant proofs, that we can ad- 
here to national intereſt, without making any 


ſtep prejudicial to the common concerns of reli- 
gion, which ſhould always link together Grrat- 


Britain and the United Provinces; but at every 


turn to ſacrifice the national intereſt to what folly, 
or faction, is pleaſed to call the common- con- 
cern of religion, rather argues fear and weakneſs 
lers. 1 iS Fa 

When our neighbours are plainly diſcerned to 
. any foreign buſineſs, though to our pre- 
judice; this working by the rules of juſtice, can 
never be deemed a ſufficient ground of quarrel : 


in the ſtate, than the piety and wiſdom in the ru- 


For trade in ſome ſenſe, is Fere nature et primi 


occupaulis; and whenever we neglect any branch 
of it, it becomes a derelict, which the firſt ap- 
proacher may legally take into his own poſ- 
teſſion : however, let ſuch tranſactions be called 


incroachments, or unkind intruſions, they ſhould 


always be compoſed in ſuch a friendly manner, as 


to avoid an immediate breach, and to prevent 


ſowing the ſeeds of future wars. 
It would be thought abſurd if one neighbour 


ſhould differ with another, for being more frugal, 


vigilant, active, and conſequently to thrive. bet- 
ter than himſelf : on the contrary, he 1s ro emu- 
late this man, and as near as poſſible, to ſquare 


his 


Jt N N „ $a. Ec 


( 


n 


for flating the Publick Accounts. 459 


his own actions by thoſe rules which he finds have 
made the other proſperous : this hkewiſe holds 
between countries that are rivals in the ſame myſ- 
teries; and if you will eyer pretend to out- do 


the Dutch in trade, we muſt practice ſeveral of 


their virtues, and lay aſide many of our own 
VICES. | = 


It is not yet come to my knowledge what ex- 


tent of territory, or addition of people, the late 
conqueſts in Flanders (ſecured by the treaty of 


barrier) have brought to Holland, nor am I 
well enough apprized, of the nature of the foil, 


to form any conjecture, how far their new ac- 


quiſitions may diſpoſe them to interfere with us 
in the woollen manufactures ; but this muſt be 
evident, that nothing was wanting to compleat 
the greatneſs of this nation but elbow - room 


for their induſtry to work in; if the ſoil or turf 


be proper for the breed of ſheep, or if their 


new dominions he contiguous to countries from 
whence: wool may now at preſent or hereafter, 
be fetched: this dangerous competition in a com- 


O 


modity upon which the kingdom ſo much de- 


pends may give England very juſt fears. 
It may not be amiſs in this place to ſhew 
the board what a proportion the woollen manu- 


factures bear to all other exports whatſoever, and 


in this compariſon J ſhall pitch upon a year be- 
fore the ſubſidy duties were taken off, and which 
therefore is leſs liable to the ſuſpicion of falſe 
or over- entries. 


Our 
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they ſhall be obſerved to offer, and this may be 


WWW 
* * 


0 bot £15 , d. 
Our general exports for the 4 TROO 
Year on are valued en 6,788,166 Se 6˙ 
- Whereof the woollen ma- 4 15 1 
nufactures for the ſame year, {2,932,292 17 6: 
are valued af —————— | 


From this account, which in all probability 


may be relied on, it appears that our woollen 
goods are above a third of our univerſal exports: 
nor is it neceſſary to urge any other arguments to 

E how much it concerns England to be jea- 


lous in this point, and watchful over this ſtaple, 


wherein any conſiderable decay would affect the 


whole body of the people. It is difficult to judge 


how far a populous and fertile country, ſo 
abounding in ſhips, and whoſe inhabitants are 


frugal and induſtrious, and who have formed ſuch 
a powerful dominion, as is now compoſed by the 
addition of ſo large a part of Flanders, to the 


ſeven United Provinces, may carry the improve- 
ment of this commodity, eſpecially ſince it daily 
grows more and more viſible than other countries, 
beſides her majeſty's kingdoms, afford wool pro- 
per for common uſe : and where there are ſuch 
numbers intent upon, and ſubſiſting by manu- 
facture, they will eaſily find materials for it. 


But though our neighbours ſhould continue to 
prefer the intereſt of their trafficks to all other 


conſiderations, and though they ſhould perſiſt 
to enlarge their foreign buſineſs to our detriment, 
yet the miſchief is yet without a remedy, and 
it will always be within our power to give our- 
ſelves ſatisfaction for any injuries of this nature 


done 
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done without coming to any of thoſe extremities, 
to which commonly nations have recourſe, where 
one is ſeen to undermine the other. 

Firſt of all upon the ſettlements of a peace, 
in all future treaties of commerce we ſhall make 
with other countries, we are to fence particular] 


againſt the arts and incroachments of the Dutch, 


who, beyond all diſputes, are our moſt dangerous 
rivals in trade; we mulſt bear a watchful eye over 
all their proceedings, and never yield to them in 
any point wherein national intereſt and profit 1s 


concerned; nor can the princes confederated in 


this long war juſtly find fault with ſuch conduct, 
ſince the heavy load of debts lying upon us con- 
ſidered, it will be as imp oſlible for England to 
ſubſiſt under any great 1 of the woollen ma- 
nufacture, or under any conſiderable interruption 
in ſeveral branches of our foreign commerce, as 
it would be impoſſible for the Duch to maintain 


themſelves without their herring fiſhery, or that 


part of their Eaſt-India trade "they now ſtand 


_ poſſeſſed of; ſo that if they will: not be contented 


to live and let live, and bear themſelves towards 
us hereafter in a friendly manner, and ceaſe to 
undermine us in every part of the commercial 
world, we muſt reſort in the declenſion of our 
wealth to that relief, which the Britiſh ſeas at 
all times will have ready for us; and we muſt 
in good earneſt undertake the herring fiſhery, 


which will give full employment as well to the 


rich as to the poor. I ſhall here add ſome words 
of the judicious writer Mr. Muns. 

I will deliver my opinion concerning our cloth- 
ing, which although it be the greateſt wealth, and 
beſt employment to the poor of this kingdom, 
yet nevertheleſs we may, peradyenture, employ 

Out- 
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ourſelves with better ſafety, plenty, and profit 
in uſing more tillage and fiſhing, than to craft ſo 
wholly to the making of cloth, for in times of 
war, or by other occaſions, if ſome foreign princes 
ſhould prohibit the uſe thereof in their domini- 
ons, it might ſuddenly cauſe much poverty, and 
dangerous uproars, eſpecially by our poor people, 

when they ſhall be deprived . of their mainte- 
-nance which cannot fo eafily fail them, when their 
labours ſhall be divided into the ſaid diverſity 
of employments, whereby alſo many thouſands 
would be the better able to do good ſervice in 
occaſion of war, eſpecially by ſea. ' 

It would not be difficult to prove, that not- 
withſtanding the difference of intereſt money be- 
tween 4 and 6 per cent. our ſituation and other 
natural advantages will at all times render us ſu- 
perior in this trade, now more eſpecially, that 
England and Scotland are united ; for before the 
union, it could never be properly laid we had a 
herring fiſhery. 

Mr. Muns, who wrote not long after the! re- 
ſtoration, and always ſtates his facts with great 
fidelity, values the exportation of fiſh in his time 
at 140,000]. per annum, but our preſent accounts 
fall ſhort of this ſum. It is true, by a medium 
of five years from 1696 to1701, inclufive, the 
exports of fiſh amounted to 132,849]. per annum; 
however, this account was not natural, but ra- 
ther ſeems to have proceeded from the great draw- 
backs allowed them upon ſalt, for till that way 
of deceiving the public began to be put into prac- 
tice, which was about 1698, the entries amount- 
ed to but about 52, 400l. per annum, and began 
again to diminiſh, when ſome regulations were 

made in the ſaid drawbacks, ſo that from 1699 

to 
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to 1709, the medium of exportation for the ſaid 
10 years, has been 77,1151. per annum, which is 
little more than half of what was exported 50 
years ago: it muſt indeed be granted, that ſeveral 


of our neighbours have enlarged their fiſhing for £2 


cod ; but whether they have not made this im- 
provement by our negligence is left for others to 
determine. 

I ſhall not at preſent farther enlarge upon 
this ſubje&, deſigning in ſome other report to lay 
the fiſhing-trade before this honourable board ; 
but in regard this may happen to be the ſubject 
of debate in parliament, I have hereunto annexed 
an account of the quality, quantity, and value 
of all ſorts of fiſh exported from England, and to 

what parts beyond ſea, for ten diſtinct years. 

The variety and intricaſy of this ſubject have 
rendered this report longer than I expected, for 

which, I ought to afk the pardon of a board 
whoſe time 1s taken up in matters of ſo much 
more importance than I am able to lay before 
them. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted. by 


Charles Davenant. 


Inſpector General's Office, 
December 10, 1711. 
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Aga TRADE. The ptoper management thereof 


will much conduce to the proſperity of the ſugar and 


tobacco plantations, ii. 37, 38, 39. 


The firſt attempt made by the Engliſh for trading to Africa 


proved abortive, v. 83. 


King James I. grants an excluſive charter for trading to 


Africa, 18. 


The Dutch very intent on this trade, v. 84. 


The Dutch and Danes ſeize the ſhips of Engliſh tradets, 
and the trade is ruined, v. 85. 


King Charles II. invites his ſubjects to raiſe a joint ſtock, 


and grants an excluſive trade to the ſubſcribers, v. 86. 


The trade ſuffers greatly again from the Dutch, and king 


Charles II. grants a new charter to the royal African 
company, V. 87. 

Interlopers break in upon the company's privileges and 
are guilty of ſeveral undue practices, v. 89. 


The parliament lay open the trade for a limited time, 
v. 90. 


| Sema particular abuſes committed by the private traders, 


The 8 company's agents inſtigate the natives againſt 
the royal African company, v. 93. 

The company petition queen Anne, v. 96. 

The alledged numbers of negroes, carried by the ſeparate 
traders to the plantations proved to be groſsly fictitious, 
v. 101 & ſeq. 

The calumnious charge of the private traders againſt the 
company confuted from facts, v. 107 to 113. 


The tempers of the natives along the Gold coaſt deſerib- 


ed, v. 114. 


The practice of ſuch Europeans as have ſettled on the coaſt 
. of . v. 115 5 & ſeq. 


INDEX: 


The intereſt of otlier foreign companies incompatible with 
that of the royal African company, v. 119, 120. 

An account of the names, ſituations, an diſtances one 
from the other of the forts of the ſeveral European com- 
panies who have ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 
v. 122, 123. 

The conſtitution of the Turkey company, or of any other 
regulated open trade cannot be ſuited to the nature and 

circumſtances of the trade to Africa, v. 125 & ſeq. 

Arguments to prove that our trade to Africa cannot be 
preſerved and carried on effectually by any other me- 
thod, than that of a joint ſtock, with excluſive privi- 
leges, v. 131 to 146. 

Popular objections againſt carrying on the trade to Africa 
by an excluſive joint ſock, Rated and anſwered, V. 147 

> tOl | 

Teftimpaics concerning ſeveral abuſes committed by the 
ſeparate traders on the north coaſt of Africa, v. 170. 
to 182. 

Alſo of their conduct and tka on the Gold coaſt, 

v. 182 to 198. 

| Fraudulent practices of the Dutch Weſt-India company 

on the coaſt of Guinea, v. 198 to 222. 

An account of the ſituation, ſtate, and condition of the 
royal African company's forts, factories, and ſettle- 
ments on the coaſt of Africa, &c. v. 222 to 236. 

A defence of the firſt part of Refle&ions on the conſtitution 
of the African trade, &c. againſt a ſcurrilous pamphlet, 
v. 247 to 305. 

Conſiderations. on the teftimonies in behalf of the royal 
African company, and ſeparate traders to Africa, alter- 
nately for and againſt aha other, before a committee of 
the Houſe of Commons, v. 305 to 320. 

A demonſtration from points of fact, that Britain's ſhare 
of the trade to Africa is wholly owing to the induſtry 
and care of the royal African company, v. 321 to 331. 

Arguments againſt ſettling the trade to Africa in any of 
the open methods propoſed by the —— traders, v. 
332 to 343. 

- Arithmetick political. What it is, i. 128. 143. 

Firſt applied to the particular objects of revenue and onde 
by Sir William Petty, i. 128. 

This computing faculty highly neceſſary in a miniſter of 
ſtate, i. 131 & ſeq. 

Fabius Maximus thereby found out the way to break the 


ſtrength of Hannibal, and reſtore the affairs of Rome, 
1. 132. 


Few 


INDEX: 
ber countties afford better helps for computation than 
land, i. 1 36. 
* ee King a great proficien' © is fort of know. 


1. right © Kl 15 this art of * great uſe i in all eonſiderations 
relating to the public revenue, i. 1 | 
Some hints and obſervations neceff ſary for thoſe who de- 
* to attain a knowledge i in political calculations, i. 


No fel uſeful in matters relating to trade than the public 
, revenue, 1. 146: 
Arlington, earl of, articles of im peachment againſt him, iii. 
2 
"The queſtion being put in the Houſe of Commons whether 
an addreſs ſhould be preſented to the Ring to remove 
him from all his employments, it paſſed in the negative, 
Iii. 240. 
AHſenblies, nal 6 ones, ſhould be frequently called, and ſent 
home as ſoon as the public buſineſs is diſpatched, ii. 60, 61. 
Conſiſt commonly of two parties, ii. 34. | 
In ſuch as meet by authority of a fingle perſon, ſome 
particular members are taught to have the ſecret, and ſtile 
themſelves the managers, 11. 306. 
If ſome muſt lead and others follow, tis reaſonable the 
guides ſhquld be well inſtructed, ii. 307. 
The duty of ſuch as are choſen repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple, ii. 348 to 351. 365. 379. 
Nothing more dangerous to the conſtitution than the ſale 
of boroughs, iii. 326. 
The landed men ſhould not be ſupplanted in their own 
boroughs, iii. 328. 
Athets, the Athenian territory deſcribed by Fenophon capable 
of affording a mighty revenue, i. 310, 
Its natural produce and climate, 36:4. 
Situation for commerce, 1. 3 13. 
Silver mines, i. 316. 
The ſecure ſituation of the mines from any invadiüg ene- 
my, 1. 327. 
eneral amount of aliens at Athens, i. 311. 332. 
Nautick intereſt of money the higheſt amongſt the Athe- 
nians, 1. 314. 
Auguſtus Cæſar, made a difference betwixt the revenue of the 
| 83 and his own private patrimony, ili. 38. 
He left the commonwealth in a flouriſhing condition, yet 
in his will he excuſed the ſmallneſs of his legacies from 
the ſtreightneſs of his private ä ib. 


AN 


a INDEX. 
BALANCE of power. 1— from the time ſhe loſt her 
poſſeſſions in France, little concerned herſelf with foreign 
affairs till the reign of Henry VII. iii. 32. 
His politicks however, were too finely ſpun, iii. 303. 
Henry VIII. ſpent moſt of his father's immenſe treafure in 
order to keep up the balance of power, 76. 4 
W * Elizabeth by holding the balance properly made 
England ſafe and happy, iii. 304. | 
James I. addreſſed by his. parliament to oppoſe the growth 
of the Spaniſh monarchy, 111.304, 305. = 
rom 1640 to 1651 the face of affairs in Europe quite 
altered, 76. To et 
Oliver Cromwell, regardleſs of the rules of policy and the 
of England, made a treaty with France, iii. 306. 
'This treaty helped to ruin Spain which had been for ſome 
Fears declining, and put the balance of empire on the 
nde of France, iii. 309. e | 
In 1677 the commons of England, being under apprehen- 
fions of the immediate growth and power of France, 
addreſſed the king that he would enter into ſuch alliances 
as might be for the ſecurity of the kingdom, iii. 313. 
When the peace of Ryſwick was concluded, England had 
then the proſpe& of making a great figure in Europe, 
and holding the balance, ili. 316. 1 
Our miniſters might then have fallen upon an expedient 
to keep the monarchies of France and Spain from being 
united, 111. 342. 5 
Beaumont, Henry de, accuſed of having, to the damage and 
diſhonour of the king, received the kingdom of Man with 
other lands and franchiſes for himſelf and others, iii. 203. 
He is outed the king's council for ever, iii. 204. 
Body politie, like the human frame, ſubject to diſeaſes and 
death itſelf, ii. 75. ” | 
Muſt be Andie as the human body, if we mean to under- 
ſtand its ſtate of health, its growth or decay, ii. 169. 
All its members ſhould, if poſſible, be rendered uſeful to 
it, ii. 205. wh 
By wiſdom 2 good conduct it may be made long lived, 
ii. 294. 4 | 
Berti bas ke of, the favourite of king James I. a character 
of him, iii. 237. „ rs | 
Articles of impeachment againſt him, iii. 232 to 237. 
Burnet, biſhop. His philoſophical obſervation on the climates 
fitteſt for working up of wool, and ſuch as were beſt for the 
manufactory of filk, ii. 235. | 


- 


CESAR, Julius, ranſacks the Roman treaſury, ili. 36. : 
Charles I. a prince of virtuous inclinations, miſled by corrupt 
miniſters, iii. 414. | 
If parliaments had been conſulted in the reign of this 
| rince, he would have made a confiderable figure in 
urope, ili. 416. 
Charles Il. There was reaſon to fear we ſhould have fallen into 
abſolute monarchy at the reſtoration, ii. 322. 
The temper of this young prince more inclined to taſte the 
- pleaſure of power than feel its weight, 7b. 
It was lucky for the kingdom that he put the adminiſtra- 


tion of affairs into the hands of chancellor Clarendon 


and the treaſurer Southampton, ii. 323. : 
There were a ſet of men however, who perſuaded him 
to extend the regal power in every thing, ii. 323. 


They conſiſted chiefly of thoſe who had large ambition, 


and ſlender merit, 15. 


By their inſtruments they made him abſolute in Scotland, 


ii. 324. | 
Clarendon, earl of. The impeachment of this great ſtateſman 
was rather a court deſign, than carried on by good patriots, 
eh 1 8 . 
Commons, Houſe of. The repreſentatives ought never to give 
up fundamentals, iv. 283. 
The power of the people delegated to them, iv. 287. 292. 


Men who want to ſet K an appeal from the parliament 
to the people are, like Sampſon when blind, endea- 


vouring to pull down pillars to overwhelm themſelves 

in the ruins, iv. 287. | 5 i 

The happineſs of England depends on the reſpect and 

obedience to that authority, which the laws have veſted 

in the different parts that compoſe the government, iv. 
289 & leq. 1 

The rights and privileges of the Houſe of Commons, are the 


ple's rights and privileges transferred from the elec- 


tors to the elected, iv. 292. | 
Wherever the laſt reſort of appeal lies there is the ſover- 
eignty, iv. 294. | 
Liberty is equally unſafe where parliaments are to be 
frighted and influenced by popular clamours as where 

they are to be corrupted by miniſters, 1v. 296, 297. 

| Commonwealths or mixed governments not ſo eafily conquered 
by great monarchies as leſſer tyrannies or principalities, i. 
10, 11. | 
They emerge out of debts and difficulties, but monarchies 

Plunge deeper in, i. 416. | 
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Credit. Nothing more nice and fantaſtical, i. 1 5 „ 152. 


The means to reſtore it when impaired, i. 154, 15 j 
Nothing contributes more to ſtrengthen it than a fee Cir- 
culation of 1 money, 1. 161. 
The ebbing and flowing thereof hurts ſome, and is bene- 
ficial to others, 1. 162. 
Paper credit an imaginary wealth which cannot ſtand the 
ſhock of any ſudden calamity, iii. 329. 
Cromwell, Oliver. To anſwer his own purpoſes, though againſt 
. as of England, he made a treaty with France, iii. 
0 
1 He thereb laid the firſt ſtone of that mighty building 
which France has ſince erected, iii. 07. 
The flatterers of that age, however, did mightily applaud 
this public treaty, in, 308. | 
A copy of the articles of this treaty in French, as extracted 
from the records in the Tower of London, iv. 122. 
* or duties on merchandize; high ones ruinous to trade, 
o, ZI. ii. 267, 268. 
They are the pulſe of a nation from which its health or 
decays may be obſerved, i. 136. 
At firſt not underſtood in England, but by degrees came 
to great improvement, 1. 208. 
High duties ſhould not be laid on importation, but con- 
umption, i. 272. 
Objections thereto conſidered, i 1. 286, 


 DANBY, earl of, lord high treaſurer of England. Articles 
of impeachment outrage il. 241. 


Delphi. The Greeks made it a point 11 religion to defend the 
temple there from all invaders, i. 328. 


Dooms-day book, William the Norman's general ſurvey of the 
whole kingdom, iii. 68. | 
In this univerſal ſurvey there was inſerted whatever the 
kings of England had claimed to the time of Edward, 
| iii. 69. 
Drachma, an Attic coin, equal to fix oboli or ſeven pence half: 
penny Engliſh money, i. 331. 
Dutch. They often underſell us in our own ay commo- 
dity, 1. 100. 
Have in their poſſeſſion all the ſpice iſlands, i. 120. 
Their advantages thereby, i. 122. 


Greatly involved by their expences in the confederate 
war, i. 248. 
Great part of their taxes neceſſary to keep out the ſea, 1 i. 
| 254 
5 They 
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5 They are in expectation of heavy taxes, and govern their 
domeſtic concerns accordingly, i. 25 
They make all things ſubſervient to trade, 1. 255. 
The ſtate of Holland from 1688 to 1695 inclufive, i, 409 
80 413. 
| Their el f tock conſiderably increaſed fince the con- 
- _ federate war, i. 415. 
Their power moſt formidable in the Eaſt Indies, 5 i. 418. 


— 


Their Eaſt India company almoſt coeval with the ſtate 


itſelf, ü. 142. 

The great advantages they make by the fiery on our 
. coaſts, i. 427 to 436. 

Principal articles of a treaty of commerce in French, 


betwixt France and the ſtates of Holland after the . 


- confederate war, 11. 98. 


EAST INDIA TRADE, greatly beneficial to England, 1. 90 
& (eq. 


How far it may be detrimental to Europe i in general, jb. 


Whatever country is in full poſſeſſion of it, muſt give law | 


to all the commercial world, i. 94. 


Many enemies to this traffic, ſome through deſign, others 


inadvertency, i. 96. 
Does not interfere with ſuch manufactures as is the 1 in- 
tereſt of England to promote, i. 119. 
A view of the Eaſt India trade from * in 1688, 
ü. 121. 
The general balance in favour of England, 11. 123. 
Which form or conſtitution will beſt anſwer the ends of 
an Eaſt India trade, ii. 127 & ſeq. 
Conſiderations on the Engliſh ſettlements, and thoſe of 
other nations in India, ii. 131 & ſeq. 
A joint ſtock, whereby the wealth and ſtrength of many 
is guided by the wiſdom of a few, ſeems to be the beſt 
form of management for an India trade, ii. 136. 152. 


Many probable ways of increaſing our traffic in the eaſtern 


climates, 11. 146. 160. 

This trade may be as advantageous to the Engliſh as ever 
it was to the Hollanders, 11. 158. 

Elizabeth, Queen of England. Having a dominion over 
the hearts of her people, did what ſhe pleaſed with both 
houſes of parliament, ili. 405. 

She communicated the executive power with which ſhe 
was entruſted by the laws to ſuch {kilful hands, that 
there was no occaſion for the legiſlative authority to 
interpoſe in any thing ſhe did, iii. 406. 
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' - Ghe converted her reign, by the perpetual love- tricks 
betwixt her and bw 3 into a kind of romance, 
but ſhe wholly neglected the nobility, iii. 428. 
' She was a pattern which wan rinces who intend to rule well 
and wiſely ſhould ever have before their eyes, iv. 374. 
| She governed with as much felicity as wiſdom ; 1 
as ſhe reigned, neither blind zeal nor wild ambition 
could interrupt the peace of England, iv. 375. 
England, ſuffered much by the co ederate war, yet' will 
Donn be in a condition to make good her public payments 
than France or Holland, i. 260 to 268. 281. & ſeq. 
Had ſome millions more money than was believed, after 
the confederate war, i. mw 
Uſeful obſervations in regard to the ways of putting Eng- 
land out of debt ſooner than France, 1, 268 & ſeq. 
A mixed aid moſt adviſeable, i. 276. 
Companies, or bodies of men, incorporated for certain 
CREE might be of great ſervice to England, 
& ſe 
The dn and deficiencies of the kingdom for two years, 
i. 294, 295. 
: eat 133 of affairs, from 1600 to 1666, 
buy foreign traffic, 1. 361 & ſeq, 
- Increaſe of buildings, from 1666 to 1688, i. $78" 
The increaſe of ſtock in the ſame period, i. 375. 
By trade the kingdom would have doubled in its ſtock 
every thirty years, but for the accidents of war and 
| _ Other calamines, i. 376. | 
Ihe nation always extremely jealous of ſeeing any perſon 
\ inveſted with too much authority, i. 421. 
| Increaſed much in inhabitants from Henry the ſeventh to 
the laſt year of queen; Elizabeth, ii. 113. 

Capable of receiving all the benefits of trade, ii. 115, 

The whole body of the people divided 1 into two claſſes, 
ii. 202. 

Mr. King's calculation of the increaſe and decreaſe of the 
actual ſtock of England, from the year 1600 to 1698, 
and the probability of what it might be in 1710, 
11. 276, 

By what fort of perſons all the attempts on the liberties of 
England have been made, ji. 368. 

The ancient government had its foundation on the tenures 

introduced by the Goths, iii. 63, 64. 

By the laws of the kingdom the crown defends none but 

the ſacred heads that wear it, iii. 333. 

How far the right of making war, peace, and alliances is 
indefinitely vetted 1 in the Kings of Land, iii. 364. 


IF The 


INDEX. 


The ten L ſeveral antient lawyers upon this point, 
AI. r 3 
"The —— of England from the time of William the 
Norman, ſcarcely ever made peace, war, or alliances, 
without the conſent of their people for that purpoſe 
aſſembled, 111. 369 to 40. | 
Copies of the records of * POOP by way of illuſtrating 
Sis ſubject, moſt of which are in French, and ſome in 
Latin or Engliſh, extracted faithfully from the records 
in the Tower, iv. 47 to 122. 1 
Warm diſputes upon this matter betwixt king James the 
firſt and his parhament, iii. 40% & ſeq. 
The ſame queſtion warmly agitated in the reign of Charles 
the ſecond, iii. 417 to 421. f 
How this matter ſtood at 15 in the Gothic conſtitution, 
iii. 422. 3 | 
. looks into the affairs of England, will ſoon 
diſcern from whence all our uneaſineſs, heats, divi- 
ſions, and at laſt civil wars did take their riſe, iv. 383. 
Exchequer bills. Some obſervations in regard to the manage- 
ment of them, ii. 292. | | 
Exciſe on beer, ale, brandy, &c. from 1674 to 1689, i. 25. 
We may thereby judge what the people conſume, and 
how their numbers increaſe and diminiſh, i. 136. 
_ Exciſe on beer, ale, &c. in the year 1696, i. 173. 
A ſcheme of the produce of ale and beer ſeven years before 
the confederate war, and ſeven years after, 1. 175. 
It appears from thence that the exciſe when under com- 
miſſioners, produced much more than when in farm, 
1. 176 & ſeq, : 
King William did not receive ſo great a ſum from this 
revenue as king Charles, ſeventeen years before, 1. 184, 
Reaſons commonly given for this decreaſe, i. 185. 
The decreaſe in London and the country, 1. 186. 
Confiderations on this decreaſe, i. 187 & ſeq. 
A great ſum may be got every year in this branch by {kill 
and conduct, or loſt for want of management, i. 191. 
. 90, 291. k 
The ſum loſt to king William, from 1695 to 1696, by 
changing the former method of management, 1. 195. 
This branch of the revenue was at firſt fo little under- 
ſtood, that it was let to the country gentlemen, i. 209, 
210. 1 
Whether it would be for the public good to take the 
exciſe on ale and beer quite off, and to lay a duty on 
malt, 1. 221 & ſeq, | 
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All duties on the conſumption of a large produce fall 
with the greatot weight upon the common 30 of 
people, 11, 197. 

' Great care ſhould be taken not to lay duties upon the 
home conſumption, ii. 198 & ſeq. 


FABIUS, Maximus, reſtored the affairs of Rome, 1. 131. 
He prevailed more by not fighting, than many conſuls 
and dictators had done with their courage, i. 132. 
Faction, compared to a lunatic whom the phyſician cannot 
approach without danger to himſelf, i. 181. 

Chiefly png from the diſappointments of ambitious 
men, 1. 299. 

Where factions reign, the prince is in greateſt danger, 
for he ſuffers by thoſe errors continually committed on 
both ſides, * each fide is always defirous to put the 

other in the wrong, i. 181. | 

To cure this dangerous diſtemper of faction and parties, 
ſhould be the joint care of juſt men, i. 180. 

Whether a good citizen is to withdraw himſelf when civil 
diſcord rages, and his fellow citizens are divided into 
ſtrong and partial factions, iv. 303. | 

There will now and then be cauſes to produce factions, 
nor perhaps is liberty ſafe in a perpetual calm, iv. 305. 

But when a people bein ng miſled by wicked and deſign- 

ing men have been for any time inured to factions, 

begin to loſe the faculties of judging between right 

oF wrong, and are hurried away by all ſorts of wild 
paſſions, Iv. 307, 308. 

Faction itſelf, abſtratted from the ill uſe the great ones 
make of it, produces more fatal miſchiefs than foreign 
war, ſickneſs, or famine, iv. 309. 

It has happened but rarely that thoſe who have headed 
popular factions have had them entirely under their 
obedience, iv. 312. 

It is not difficult to inflame a nation, but to calm a people 
when their minds are under a violent agitation requires 
a genius much above the common level, iv. 313. 

The ill effects which factions have upon that ſecrecy in 
councils ſo neceſſary for the carrying on of great affairs, 

A, 36. 

Where they reign, right reaſon is never heard, iv. 328. 

The time is ſpent in vain and endleſs debates, Which 
ſhould be employed in action, iv. 329. 

There is no country without a ſet of intriguing meddlers 
and diſturbers of the public, very dextraus to miſlead 
the people, but unſkilful how to rule them, iv. 3 ; 4 

ove 
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Above all others, it moſt imports princes to ſubdue the 
many headed monſter faction, iv. 333. 

Nothing more diſpoſes the minds of men to ſlavery than 
the game factions play for power, iv. 342. 

A 8 turned out, and in diſgrace with a court, often 
thereby gains an intereſt with the people, iv. 360. 

A view of the factions and parties in England from the 

Norman invaſion downwards, iv. 370 & ſeq. 

Weak princes and weak miniſters bring a nation to be 
divided, and thus in moſt places FETs take their 
riſe, 1v. 383. 

When a kingdom happens to be divided, its breaches are 
not to be healed by complying with the avarice or 
ambition of here and there a man who is * to 
make a figure in his party, iv. 385. 

Where factions are ſuffered to be of long « continuance in a 
kingdom, if abſolute dominion is not brought i in, it is 
for want of an enterprizing temper in the prince, or 
it is owing to his virtiie and moderation, v. 7. 

A ſtate is never without ſome who may be called wanton 
enemies, who hurt it without malice, becauſe they 
have nothing elſe to do, v. 28, 

In a divided country, men will cenſure whatever is done 
either in the cabinet or the field, v. 61. 

Factions in the ſtate, ſects in religion, and armies dice 
to ſtreights are ever deſirous to be i in action, v. 62. 

When affairs in the government are ſo conducted, that 
particular men cannot find their account in keeping up 
factions, they vaniſh of themſelves, v. 66. 

Famine, the ſcourge of God, but improvident ſtates more 
liable to it than wiſer nations, ii. 225. 

Whether it would not be adviſeable to build public gra- 

naries in England in caſe of a dearth of corn, 11. 226. 
Fißbery. The great advantages the Dutch reap by this trade 
on our coaſt, 1, 427. 

It is ſurprizing we ſhould fo much neglect ſuch a profit at 
our very doors, 1. 431. 

Forfeitures. A view of what has been done in regard to thoſe 

" "mr England and Ireland, from 1690 to 1698, iii. 27100 
2 

F orivey Mr. His computation of the trade of England with 
France, ii. 87. 91 & ſeq. 

France. A view of that kingdom during che confederate war, 

I. 7 & ſeq. 

For a long tract of time had great princes on the throne 
and able miniſters, i. 8. 


Her people pleaſed with the noiſe of victories, i. 9. 8 


The revenues of that kingdom conſidered, i. 259 & ſeq. 
Greatly incumbered by the expences of the war with the 
.. confederates, i. 242. | 
How ſhe raiſed her ſupplies, i. 243. | 
Her. debts contracted in the ls war, not ſo eafy 
* 88 3 as thoſe of England, 1. 246, 247. 
466, 207+ 
Indebted 5 5 millions more than was imagined after the 
War, 1. 6 
Arbitrary power did not ſo much bring in high taxes in 
France, as high taxes introduced arbitrary power, 
. {i 397 ED 
The nation was happy in the conduct of thoſe to whom 
the management of affairs was intruſted during the con- 
federate war, ii. 361. | 
Henry the third gave the firſt mortal wound to the liber- 
ties of France, ii. 367. | 
Every French miniſter is a Proteus, 111. 340. 
The condition of the kingdom very low, till Charles the 
ſeventh had conquered Normandy, and expelled the 
__ Engliſh, iv. 23. | . 
From the year 1450, ſhe has been a riſing nation, iv. 24 


Funds, the . for public debts, ſhould be paid off as 
ſoon as poſſible, for they may be dangerous to liberty, 
ii. 285. 289. | _— „„ 
Bad miniſters may make a wicked uſe of them, ji. 286. 
288, | 
Whilſt immenſe debts of the public remain, the neceſ- 
ſities of the government will continue, and intereſt be 
high, ii. 294. 5 
How this will affect the balance of trade, ii. 295. 
The funds divide a country into two ranks of men, debtors 
and creditors, ii. 296. 


GAVESTON, Pieres de, accuſed in parliament for having 
given the king ill council, and having cheated him of his 
treaſure ; for which he was baniſhed, 111. 200. | 
Germany. The Emperors have ſome ſhadow of and pretended 
ſucceſſion to the Roman empire, iii. 60. : 
The Germans, the only people who keep their old con- 
ſtitution in their public aſſemblies, iii. 426. 
Goths, Vandals, &c. Their ſettlements had no high cuſtoms 
or exciſes, ii. 66. | 
After what manner they eſtabliſhed the governments where 
they ſettled, iii. 2, 3. 59 & ſeg. 
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In their governments the public revenues were eſteemed to 
belong as well to the kingdom as the king, iii. 176. 
There is no eſſential difference in any of the forms of 
government eſtabliſhed by the Northern nations, after 
they had ſubverted the Roman ſtate, iii. 429. - 
Governments, reſemble their governors, 11. 31. 
Such as are mixed, ſeem to promiſe the longeſt duration, 
U..$3. Wirk | 
They kane an innate vigour which can throw off thoſe 
diſeaſes which ſeem to affect them, ii. 72. | 
A government that will get out of debt, ought to-examine 
into all grants made by the crown, 11. 291. | | 
Sometimes a mixed government may become the greateſt 
tyranny in the world, ii. 301. | 57 wendF\ 
When the government of a country is well adminiſtered, 
that country will increaſe in wealth and power, ii. 379. 
A democratical government, how affected by peace or 
War, iii. 10, II. | 
It has been a queſtion among ſome which is moſt eligible, 
a tyranny adminiſtered with univerſal care or a free 
ſtate, wherein all the parts of government are negleQed, 
v. 3. | 
No great empire was ever yet deſtroyed, but the cauſes 
of its ruin may be traced out in its hiſtory ſeveral years 
before it happened, v. 13 & ſeq. 4 
The chief end of government is to prevent corruptions, 
and the fewer there are, there will be need of fewer 
laws, v. 16. | | | 
As much phyſic vitiates the blood, ſo a multiplicity of 
laws depraves the manners of the people, v. 19, 
Grants, from the crown. The kings of England, from the 
time of William Rufus, have thought they might alienate 
and diſpoſe of the crown lands at will and pleaſure, iii. 178. 
The legiſlative power however, has always had a right to 
look into thoſe grants, and to make them void when 
exorbitant, .111. 179. 
In the reign of Henry the fourth, the commons complain 
of outrageous grants, iii. 180. 
Several regulations eſtabliſhed relating to the paſſing of 
grants, iii. 181 & ſeg, — 
The conſtitution of the exchequer ſo contrived that no 
grant ſhould paſs from the king but upon ſtrict enquiry 
and after mature deliberation, iii. 188. 
The ſteps neceſſary to be taken in paſſing grants, iii. 189 
0 192 : | 
Theſe ſteps enforced by a law in the reign of Henry the 
eighth, iii. 193. | TY 
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Tue law however was enervated and often eluded by 
dlauſes afterwards inſerted in the letters patent, iii. 194. 

What intereſt the people of England have in lands granted 

away, iii. 262 & 

In the reign of Charles che ſecond, eſtates, though newly 
derived from the crown, came in a ſhort ſpace of time 
to bear almoſt an equal value with any other ſort of 
land, iii. 284. 

The people no doubt may lay claim to what belongs to 
the public revenue, but the claim ought to be made 
within ſome moderate compaſs of time, iii. 286. 


HEARTH money, at firſt yielded but little, i. 208. | 
Henry the firſt of England, a wiſe and provident prince, iii. 
%% IV. 171» 

Henry the ſecond reſumed the lands given away by his prede- 

* i 

A warlike prince, greater in revenue and extent of domĩ- 

nion than any of h his predeceſſors, iii. 72. | 

Henry the third lays open his neceſſities to the barons and his 

council, who gave him a very ſenſible and ſpirited anſwer, 
1. 75. 

The firſt prince who brought foreigners into his councils, 
which gave great offence, 11. 76. 

He was profuſe, light, perfidious, and extorted from his 

Country to enrich unworthy perſons, iv. 371. 

Henry the fourth of France, a ſaying of his, iii. 70. 

Henry the fourth of England, by his courage and wiſdom he 
defeated all the ſeveral attempts that were made to fubvert 
his new erected throne, iv. 372. 

Henry the fifth canquered France, and his reign at home was 
without any inteſtine diſcords, ib. 

Henry the fixth not having the courage and abilities neceſſary 
to reduce the barons within the bounds of duty, his whole 
life was a continued ſcene of civil war and bloodſhed, ib. 

Heary the ſeventh was maſter of more ready money than any 
king of England before him, iii. 164. 

He made the firſt material change in our original cont- 
tution, iii. 423, 424. 

By putting bounds to the mighty power of the barons, he 
laid the ax to the very root of thoſe factions which had 
diſturbed moſt of his predeceſſors, iv. 373. | 

Henry the eighth, greatly altered the general balance of pro- 
N in England, 111. 424. | 

The beginning of his reign full of glory, but the latter 
end of it was ſtained with blood, tyranny, and oppreſ- 
Gon, = 


INDEX; 
3 The two morals intended by his Iliad and Odyfley, 


3 
Horſes. The tranſporting them out of England above ſuch a 
value formerly prohibited, ii. 229. 


The 1 ftrength, and beauty of horſes proceeds from 
the ſoil, ii. 230, . 


Hy opitals, often the monuments of ill gotten wealth, attended 


with late repentance, ii. 206. 
A ſcheme for ting the poor to work, ii. 207. 


* 


JAMES I. enters into diſputes with his parliament about 
prerogative, iii. 407 & ſeq. 
He liked rather to follow the dictates of his own will or 
the advice of his favourites than the counſel of his par- 
| Hament, 111. 413. 
He loved peace more than ſuited with the honour of ſuch 
a potent prince, or than conſiſted wes the nation's fu- 
ture ſafety, iv. 375. 
ames II. upon his $4238 England the nation was then a 
blank, ii. 314. 
Never had any men ſuch an opportunity of doing good 


as they, who had the chiefeſt hand in OTE the revo- 


lution, ii. 315. 
Their conduct cenſured, ii. 316 & ſeq. | 
Inpeachments. Several noblemen impeached at different times 
for procuring grants, &c. iii. 199 & ſeq. 


The impeachment of Michael de la Poole, earl of Suffolk, 


1s the firſt formal and regular one to be met with in the 
records, iii. 218. 
Impeachment againſt the duke of Buckingham, lll. 2 32. 
Other 1mpeachments, 111. 238 & ſeq. 
In impeachments the ſword of juſtice ſeems to have been 
directed againſt the heads of minilters, not the com- 
mon herdof courtiers, 11. 245. 
How - perſons ſhould behave under a N accuſation, 
iv. 346 & leq, 
Scipio Africanus, his behaviour on ſuch an accuſation, 


iv. 348. 352. 


There hardly ever was a man who did long manage the 


affairs of a large empire whoſe whole actions have been 
intirely blameleſs, iv. 349. 

Nothing can more contribute to reſtore peace and onler 
in a government than to overlook the perſons of men, 
and to fall to work in earneſt upon mending things, 
iv. 356. 

Lenity in relation to what 1 is paſt, and a ſtrict care of what 


1s 


SES 
* * . 


of 


INDEX: a 
is to come, may at laſt bring the offenders and oſfended 


to unite in promoting the common good, iv. 358. 


John, king of England, a true and remarkable ce, ad 


him by 1 Robert the clerk, iii. 74. 


 treland, excellently ſituated for trade, ii. 2560 


Should have all encouragement conſiſtent with the welfare 
of England, ii. 237. 

Eyer fince Ireland did improve, England has had no ſmall 
portion of her gains, 16. 

England however, has cauſe to be alarmed when ſhe makes 
a progreſs in the woollen manufacture, ii. 239. 

Mr. Molyneux doubts the right of England to interfere i in 

their matters, ii. 240. | 

The affair conſidered, and Ireland proved to be a colony 
of England, ii. 241 & ſeq. 

Reaſons for prohibiting the exportation of woollen manu- 
factures from Ireland, ii. 251. 

Such a prohibition is however but of little effect, unleſs 
the Iriſh can likewiſe be prevented from yn their 
wool abroad, ii. 256. 

How far it may be the intereſt of England to encourage 
the linen manufactures of Ireland, and to take off the 
prohibition of their cattle, ii. 257. 

The diſturbance in that country much neglekted at the be- 

ginning of the revolution, ii. 312. 

A certain party of men were then too bac for themſelves 
at home to mind other concerns, 11, 31 

What intereſt the people of England have in the forfeited 
eſtates granted away in Ireland, iii. 266. 269. & ſeq. 

An account of the expences for the reduction of Ireland, 
iii. 26 

From os time of Henry II. Aalen has been made to 

contribute ſomewhat to its conqueſt or reduction, iii. 
268, 269. 

Proceedings and reſolutions in arliament with regard 

to the forfeited eſtates 1 in eln Ul. 273 & ſeg. 


LAND, of England, a ſcheme of its produce by Mr. — 


11. 216 & ſeq. 

Inferences drawn from thence, ii. 221 & ſeq. 

Land intereſt greatly benefited by trade, n. 81. 

Land tax, the inequality of the taxation betwixt thoſe 

in the north and weft counties, and the home counties, 
not eaſily traced, 1. 33 & ſeq. 

1 firſt attempt of reducing aſſeſſments to ſome + Sd 


1. 35 
Aids on land granted to o king William, i. 355 39. 
A table 


INDEX, 


Atable to ſhew the proportion of each county in a monthly | 


aſſeſſment, i. 35. & ſeq, 
Obſervations and inferences from the table, i. 42 & 
ſeq. | 
Lendon, whether the growth thereof be pernicious to England, 


1. 59. 
The proportion it bears to the reſt of the kingdom, i. 69. 


MARRIAGES, ſhould be encouraged in every ſtate, ii. 190. 
In London they produce fewer children than W in the 
country, 11. 181. 
Mazarin, a uſeful miniſter in France, i. 7. : 
Mina, an Attic coin equal to 100 drachmæ, 3/. 25. 64. of 
Engliſh money, 1. 131. 
Minifters, virtuous ones have greatly in their power to teforn 
the morals of mankind, i. 299 & ſeq. 
A good miniſter rare to be found, i. 421. 
A bad miniftry a ſurer engine to deſtroy a ſtate than any 
its enemies can bring againſt it, ii. 303. 307 & ſeq. 


When the miniſters do well, the people though reduced to 


hardſhips ſuffer quietly, 11. 320. 
The legiſlative power can correct the moſt inſolent, ii. 
343 
That miniſter has the moſt power who is believed to have 
the moſt integrity, ii. 344 
Miniſters often deſire their maſters ſhould be Abi for 
their own impunity, 11. 35 2. 
The miſchievous conſequence of bad miniſtcrs, 11. 356. 
& ſeq. 
How good miniſters act, ii. 376, 377. 
A rule of Machiavel by which princes may chooſe mini- 
ſters, ii. 370 & ſeq. 
Good miniſters may grow grey in their offices, 11. 376 
They are like rocks againſt which the waves ot vulgar 
breath beat in vain, 11. 377. | 
Impeachments of bad miniſters are the laws of the ſupreme 


iword, which ſhould be drawn only to cut off great 


| offences, ii. 378. 
Bad miniſters will always find excuſes, ii. 37 


Their arts and practices to defend themſelves when called 


to an account, iii. 17 & ſeq. 
When they are known to govern well in the main, their 
{lips and flighter errors are forgiven, 11. 324. 
With what ſort of miniſters the people will carry on a war 
with ſpirit, iii. 352 & leg. 
A deſcription of the miniſters in king Charles I. reign, 
11. 415. 
VOL. V. -F'1 Bad 


INDEX. 


Rad miniſters have always endeavoured to make a prince 
 ._ worſe than they found him, iv. 

An ambitious and wicked miniſter 1s himſelf a more miſer- 
able ſlave than any of thoſe, whom by the vicious arts 
of policy he would reduce to bondage, v. 8. 

Miniſters have a very difficult game to play when the 
prince's mind has an ill turn in it, when he is unable 
to act of his own head, and yet unwilling to take ad- 

vice from thoſe who can ſet him right, v. 12. 

Let miniſters behave with all imaginable integrity, yet it 

will happen that they cannot act in ſuch a manner, but 
they muſt have many enemies, v. 2; 

Whoever pretended to take upon him che poſt of miniſter 
without aſſociates in authority, has always been unfor- 

. neee .. 


Good miniſters add ſtrength to che . and are a luſtre 
to the court, v. 41. 
There never was a man born with ſuch a ſhare of natural 
, wiſdom within himſelf, as could conduct him without 
the help of others, through all the labyrinths of public 
buſineſs, v. 43 & ſeq. 
Thoſe who know they are deficient in the abilities ex- 
pected from ſuch as ſit at helm ſhould never venture 
do approach the throne, v. 47, 48. 
Witty men are pleaſant companions, but they ſeldom prove 
able ſtateſmen till time has ripened their wit into judg- 
ment, v. 49. 
No proper political knowledge can be attained in thoſe 
courts, where they change their miniſters as often as 
their faſhions, v. 50. 
In a free country divided into parties, it is often difficult 
for princes to ſupport good miniſters, v. 52. | 
As it is not conſiſtent with the ſafety of princes, to let their 
| perſonal kindneſs to private men, go as far as to de- 
fend bad miniſters, ſo on the other fide it is a wiſe and 
religious duty, for them to protect ſuch as are faithful 
ſervants, v. 53. 


No good miniſters will engage in the ſervice of an unſteady 
prince, v. 55. 

In a country where there are parties, a right adminiſtra- 
tion is not always pleaſing, it diſtaſtes the ambitious i in- 
triguers on both ſides, v. 56. 

It is not eaſy to determine who is the moſt pernicious mi- 
niſter, he who makes his court by flattering the prince 
in whatever he gt or he who looks no farther than 
being popular, v. 

AH muſter of _ rally qualified for the ſervice of his 

prince 


INDEX. 


rince ſhould be afraid of doing nothing but what is mi in 
itſelf, and againſt the 8 8 and intereſt of his coun- 
„ v. 58. 


There is what may be called a courage in council, which 


is one of the rincipal virtues neceſſary to the compoſi- 
tion of a good ſtateſman, v. 59 & ſeq. 


Monarchies, abſolute ones when weakened by inbred ieder, 


ſeldom retrieve their condition, 11. 72. 
In danger of great convulſions when the prince happens to 
be weak or wicked, 11. 300. 
A tyrant that governs by the ſword has few friends but 
men of the ſword, ii. 301. 
Monarchy, univerſal. The ambition of man almoſt unbounded, 
Iv. | 
This inſatiable appetite has ſo prevailed, that even the 
beſt philoſophers and moſt famous lawgivers have formed 


their models of government rather for increaſe than pre- 


ſervation, iv. 4. 

The ambitious part of mankind have purſued their game 
without regard to honeſty, common juſtice, or virtue, 
Iv. 5. 

The origin of univerſal monarchy: or empire, 15. 

Such is the reſtleſs ambition of mankind that from the 
earlieſt knowledge we have of human affairs, there 
hardly appears to have been any long courſe of time, in, 
which ſome people or other did not either obtain or ata 


tempt to procure themſelves a overeign ſway over the 


Whole, iv. 6. 

The Spaniards had once the appearance of obtaining uni- 
verſal monarchy, iv. 7 

Reaſons how they came to miſs what they viſibly aſpired 

20; . 9&6. © 

The greatneſs of the houſe of Auſtria was ſudden and ac- 
cidental, iv. 10. 

The Spaniards aimed at ſovereign ſway without hands to 
hold it ; they were indeed lords of many kingdoms, 
but this was a huge bulk without any finews, iv. 15. 

Machiavel obſerves that the Romans never were involved 
in two conſiderable wars at the ſame time, they pro- 
ceeded by leiſurely ſteps, and left nothing to chance, 
iv. 17. 

Kingachn that go about to form any great empire muſt 
have had a long ſucceſſion of men of council and action, 
iv. 20. 

The riſe of the Ottoman empire, iv. 21. 

The Ottoman and Spaniſh monarchies roſe too faſt to con- 

tinue long, iv. 22. 
111 Some 


INDE X. 


Some writers have been ſtrenuous advocates ſor the utility 
of univerſal monarchy, iv. 29 

Conſiderations tending to point out the deſtruction of ſuch 

empires to mankind, iv. 30 to 38. 

The Roman catholic prieſts, eſpecially the jeſuits, have 
been always friends to univerſal monarchy, iv. 39. a 

All men who love their country ſhould endeavour to in- 
tercept the growth and progreſs of univerſal empires, 
iv. 40, 41. 

As ſome princes by graſping at too great a power have loſt 
their crowns, ſo ſubjects by aiming at unbounded li- 
berties, have been redueed to bondage, iv. 391. 

Weak and wicked princes affect an arbitrary rule, that 
they may do miſchief more ſecurely, iv. 393. 

uch princes as did not ſeek after power have had it 
thrown upon them, iv. 394. 

In a government where all ſtoop to the will of a ſingle per- 
ſon, the executive power often proceeds well and the 
government ſeems to flouriſh, but this happens when 
they have iome prince of more than common abilities, 
V. 2, 

Thoſe nations whom their own conſent has once enſlaved, 
are ſcarce ever known to break their fetters, v. 5. 

Many. kingdoms 1 in Europe have been enſlaved not by the 
prince's {word, but by their own flattery, v. 6. 

Money. Gold and filver, their b in the world, i. 350 
Kn. | | 
They are the meaſure of trade, i. 354. 

'The ſpecies of money has all along increaſed i in England, 
in proportion as her trade augmented, 1. 363 & ſeq. 

State of gold and filver coin in the reigns of queen Eliza- 
beth, king James, and Charles I. i. 363 & ſeq. 

An account of what was coined from October 1599, to No- 
vember 1675, i. 367. 

State of the gold and ſilver coin from Dec. 1691, to Aug. 
1697, i. 368, 369. 

The wealth of a whole people, tho? a great matter to conſi- 
der, yet this huge body being compoſed of ſmall parts, 
is in its nature finite, and may be compaſſed by human 

| induſtry and underſtanding, i. 373. 
Mortimer, Roger, earl of March. Articles of impeachment 
exhibited againſt him in parliament, iii. 205. 
For which he was condemned and executed, iii. 206. 


NATIONS, the welfare of all depends upon the moral of 
the people, ii. 41. 

When a nation loſes that reverence due to religion and 

| the 


INDEX. 
the laws, it may be ſafely bat its ruin is not 
far diſtant, ii. 43. 

If philoſophy will not ſuffice to bind the common people 
to their duty, what muſt be ſaid of ſome politicians 
who endeavour to pull down revealed religion, it. 46. 

Generally ſpeaking, all the vices whatever of a people, 
turn to the prejudice of a country, 11. 48. 

No people ever became famous and powerful but by tem- 
perance, fortitude, juſtice, reverence to the laws, and 
piety to their country, ii. 50. 

When diſaſters happen to a * 'tis ſeldom the work 
of chance, but the effect of miſmanagement, ji. 341. 

Navy, Royal, of England; its amount in 1618, i. 363. 

Naval power does not ſo much conſiſt in number of fri- 

gates as in able ſeamen, 1. 409. 


OBOLUS, an Attic coin equal to one penny and a farthing 

Engliſh money, 1, 331. 

Orators, thoſe antiently ſo called often prove the peſts of hu- 
man kind, ii. 63. 

They firſt ſpeak well to gain a good opinion, and then 
do ill to get good places, ii. 64. 

Many have been poſſeſſed of the talent of ſpeaking to a 
high degree, and yet deſtitute of all other worth and 
virtues, 11, 65. 

Both prince and people are very unfortunate who much 
depend upon thoſe whoſe 7 excellence i is the art of 
ſpeaking, ii. 66. 

It was a great misfortune in the Athenian ſtate, that in 
the moſt important junctures, the people might at all 
times be blown any way by the breath of orators, 

ii. 67, 68. 

Opinion, 15 the principal ſupport of power, and ſtates are ſel- 
dom any longer ſtrong or wiſe than they are thought ſo by 
their neighbours, 111, 3 18. 

After Charles V. the Spaniards for ſome years preſerved 
their empire by nothing more than the opinion mankind 
had conceived of the depth and wiſdom of their coun- 
cils, 76. 


PARTITION, treaty, very bad for England; and it is to be 
apprehended our neighbours can have no value for a people 
who were thus to be over-reached, iii. 318. 

It put the aſpiring monarchy of France into a better 

poſture to enſlave Europe than before the war, in. 332. 

It had not a ſingle advocate in England except thoſe who 
| were baſpected to be the contrivers of it, ili. 3 34» 335: 


I13 As 


IND EX. 
As the treaty is worded, the French king is left to his 


choice to annex new kingdoms to his crown, or to fix 
be ſceptre of Spain in the houſe of Bourbon, ui. 


'The © Engliſh miniſtry highly blameable for not laying 

the overture from France before the parliame ts 
iii. 341. 

They brought difficulties almoſt inſupportable upon any 
future miniſtry, iii. 345. 

The > om of this N with regard to the French, 
iii. 

Thoſe wha framed this treaty made a breach in the fun- 
damental conſtitution, iii. 356, 357. 

'The adviſers of this treaty did not think it convenient to 
meet the people of England till their deſigns were fully 
executed, iii. 358. 

Patrioti/m, or love of one's country. Wherever this public 
ow prevails, the ſtate will flouriſh and increaſe, ii. 48 
& ſe | 

Olten uſed as a maſk by ambitious men, ii. 56 & ſeq, 

A conſtant and perpetual will to do our country good, 
though in the minds of but a few, may at laſt prevail 
againſt the corrupt part of a ſtate, ii. 338. | 

Men of public ſpirit ſhould be active and vigilant, and 

| reſolutely join together to oppoſe thoſe who find their 
profit by a corrupt adminiſtration, 11. 339, 340. 

Good men ſhould endeavour to be in power, that the 
commonwealth way not be engroſſed by corrupt hands, 
Ii. 

However, if the adminiſtration be entirely bad, good men 

ougght to have no hand in it, 11. 345 & ſeq. 

The moſt proper time for men of probity to engage in 
public affairs, ii. 346. | 

The duties of private perſons to the public, ii. 348. 

It imports all good men to watch the firſt invaſions and 
incroachments of miniſters who attempt the eres 
of our fundamental rights, 11. 354. 

That country is ſure to flouriſh where public good i is pre- 
ferred to private intereſt, ii. 371. 

y The buſy men of London have a different intereſt from 
that of their country, iii. 300. | 

If peace, they ſay their ſtocks will riſe in value, and if 
war comes, they can bring out their money to advan- 
tage, ili. 301. 

In free countries, particular men have a right to look 
into whatever relates to the common ſafety, iii. 323 


& ſeq. 
There 


* 
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There is ſuch a lazy indifference or ſelf-love in ſome men, 
that they will ſuffer the whole to periſh rather than 
give themſelves one moment of diſquiet, iv, 278. 
How a true patriot 1s to behave in the times of parties and 
factions, iv. 309. 
When two 7 prevail in a ſtate whether ' tis honeſt and 


truly wi 
times to the other, iv. 315 & ſeq. 

What a private man is to do when both ſides are in the 
wrong, iv. 318. 

To deſpair of the public is the laſt thing that ſhould come 
_—_ the hearts' of wiſe and honeſt men, iv. 319 & 
eq. 

We 2 to ſuffer for our country, but our country is not 
to ſuffer for us, iv. 345. 


A man who has conſidered of what little value his ſingle 


ſelf is compared to the whole, is likely to become a 
good patriot, not by the compunction of laws, but from 
he dictates of his own reaſon, iv. 364 & ſeq. 

A wiſe man and true patriot, if he even ſurpaſſes all his 
fellow- citizens in courage or the ſkill of governing, this 
does not render him turbulent in the ſtate, but he en- 
deavours to render his qualities ſubſervient to the uſes 
of his country, iv. 366. 


Payments, to the public, much affect the balance of trade, 


11, 265. 
1 he proportion they held to our yearly income in 1688, 
ii. 266, 
There is ſcarce any new revenue which does not give trade 
ſome deſperate wound, 11. 267. 
People. The ſtrength and riches of a country, i. 73 & ſeq. 
The ſigns of a people that's thriving, i. 356. 
Symptoms of one decaying, 1, 358. 
The common rank of people are generally the firſt who 
follow ſeditious orators, 11. 57. 
They are the corrupted matter for falſe and deſigning 
ſtateſmen to work upon, 5. 
People of England, Mr. King's ſcheme of their probable in- 
creaſe from the year 1300 to 2300, ii. 177. 
A calculation of their number from the births and burials, 
11. 180. 191. 
Reaſons why marriages in London produce fewer children 
than thoſe in the country, ii. 181. 
A ſcheme by the ſame gentleman of the numbers of males 
and females, and other diſtinctions of the people, 11. 
182. 192. 195 & ſeq. 
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Of the ĩ income and expence of the ſeveral families calcu- 


lated for the year 1688, ii. 184, 


The people being the firſt matter of power and wealth, 


their increaſe and decreaſe ſhould be carefully obſerved 
by every government, 10. 
Almoſt all countries in the world have been more or leſs 


populous, as liberty and property have been well or 
ill ſecured, 11. 185. 190. 


An acceſſion of ſtrangers well regulated may add to the 


ſtrength and power of the kingdom, ii. 187. 

Foreign ſoldiers however are dangerous to liberty, ii. 188. 

A country may be populous yet poor, unleſs the poor are 

well employed, ii. 203. 

Nature has made every part of a living creature for uſe or 

ornament; the ſame ſhould be in a politic inſtitution 
rightly governed, 11. 205. 


Many thouſands periſh every year by diſeaſes contracted 
under a flothful poverty, 265. 


2 Sir William, firſt applied political arithmetic to the par- 
. ticular objects of trade and revenues, i. 128. 


T he grounds upon which he built his calculation, being 
Probably wrong, he muſt in many inſtances be miſ- 
taken, i. 129. 

In many of his aſſertions tis ſuſpected he rather made his 
court than ſpoke his mind, 1. 130. 


— Plantations, or colonies z my in America of great ſervice to 
the mother country, i. „29. 


Virginia and 2 by what ſort of perſons firſt 
peopled, li. 3. 


The original riſe and plantin of New England, ii. 4, 5. 
Such ſettlements have almoſt ruined the Spaniards, but 


have been of ſervice to the Hollanders, ii. 47. | 

Of all our American plantations, New England is the 
moſt proper for building ſhips and breeding ſeamen, 
11. 

Colonies are a ſtrength to the mother kingdom if ſtrictly 
made to obſerve the fundamental laws of the original 
country, ii. 10. 24. 

The ſouthern colonies, eſpecially in a time of war, would 
be deſtitute of neceſſaries, were it not for the more nor- 
thern climates, 11. 23, 24. 

The great increaſe of the more northern parts of America 
greatly owing to the ſobriety and temperate way of 
living practiſed by the firſt ſettlers, 75. 


Hints and obſervations with regard to the government of 


the colonies, ii. 25 & ſeq. 
Virginia, the firſt Engliſh ſet tlement on the continent, 
| reaſons 


INDEX, 


reaſons aſſigned for its ill ſucceſs at the beginning, 
N. » eG; 

The French king gives appointments out of his own 

cCoffers to his governors of the colonies, ii. 32. 

Offices and places of traſt granted by patents to perſons in 
England with liberty to execute ſuch employments by 
deputies, prejudicial to the colonies, 11. 33. 

The welfare of our colonies depends greatly on their 
having gcod and ſkilful governors, ii. 35. | 

Remarks relating to the trade, government, &e. of the 
colonies, 11. 36 & ſeq. 

General heads of a ſcheme. for the government of the 
more northern plantations, 11. 40, 41. 

Such to whom the government of theſe colonies is in- 
truſted ſhould endeavour to hinder the. growth of all 
kinds of vices, ii. 44 & ſeq. 

Plate, more wrought for uſe of families in England, from 1666 
to 1668, than had been fabricated in 200 years before, 1. 370. 

Polleæſen, Mr. his calculations and objections with regard to 
the Eaſt India trade, ii. 82 & ſeq. 

He reckons few traffics beneficial to England, ii. 86. 
What foreign traffics he aliowed England to be a gainer 
by, ji. 88, 89. 

Poll money, a very improper tax, i. 26 & ſeq. jb. 281. 

Polygamy. The near proportion of males and females, an ar- 
gument againſt it, ii. 192. 


Pool, Michael de, earl of Suſſex, impeached in parliament 
| upon ſeveral articles, 111. 206, 207. 
He makes his defence, to which the commons reply, 
iii. 209. 
He is further proceeded againſt, iii. 211 to 217. 
Peol, William de la, duke of Suffolk, grandſon of Michael de 
la Pool, accufed by the houſe of commons, iii. 222. 
Articles of impeachment exhibited * him, iii. 223 
& ſeq. 
Is banithed by the regal nt 111. 22 
Is killed by a ſervant belonging to the — 8 of Exeter, 
111. 230. 
Poor, laws Rating to them in England very numerous, but 
like many others, often not put in execution, 11. 205, 206. 
A ſcheme for ſetting the poor to work, delivered to the 
houſe of commons, 11. 207 & eq. 
Prer ogative 3 what it is, and how different from authority, 
111. 410, 419. 
If it were allowed to act without the people 8 conſent 
where their conſent may be had, there would be an 
end of liberty, iii. 411. 


3 Tis 


INDEX 


"Tis only to act upon extraordinary caſes, ig. 
According to the conſtitution of Britain it belongs to the 
prince, as having the executive power, to reſolve on 
peace and-war ; yet the legiſlative authority has therein 
ſo far a right, as to interpoſe with its advice, far the 

5 king and kingdom's ſafety, iii. 413. | 
Princes, ſuch as are well inclined and diſpoſed to govern right, 

are very unfortunate when their lot 1s to reign in a corrupt 

country, ii. 59. 16. 71. | 
How much nobler for princes to enjoy the praiſes of a 
agent people, than the good words of a few flatterers, 

. 11. 203. | | 

| A prince beloved for wiſe, juſt, and careful government, 
has been very ſeldom deſerted by his people, 74. 

The worſt and moſt unhappy princes would have ruled 
better, had it not been for the wrong ſuggeſtion and 
wicked incitements of the flatterers about them, 11. 315. 

Some advices of cardinal Richlieu to princes, ii. 381. 
Princes being fathers of the whole body of the people 
fhould be cautious of having favourites, 111. 7, 8. 23. 

Bad men, let them have never ſo much ſeeming greatneſs 
and power, are very rarely dangerous to good princes, 
BE 42 

Princes ſhould be frugal of the public money, iii. 13. 
Iv. 430, 431. = N . | 

Much expoſed to the artifices and miſrepreſentations of 
deſigning men, 111. 17 & ſeq. : 

A prince ſhould never head any party, but endeayour to 
raiſe an emulation in all for the public good, iii. 23. 

The prodigality of princes often pita) to themſelves and 
their nations, iii. 41, 42. iv. 426, . 

Few princes have been wicked through an innate temper 
of their minds, iii. 44. | 2 

Neither liberality, war, nor any other expence will hurt 
a prince who minds his own affairs, iii. 47. iv. 421. 

The love of ſubjects not to be bought with money, but 
to be obtained by wiſe government, 18. 

Arbitrary princes generally think they are bound to de- 
fend their miniſters in the worſt of their meaſures, iii. 


5 


— 


Princes would make their own and the condition of their 
people much more happy, if inſtead of leading them 
out to foreign conqueſts, they would endeavour to rule 

| them at home in peace with piety and juſtice, iv. 4. 

| In a divided country 'tis a difficult matter for princes to 
| know which way to incline with ſafety, iv. 334 & ſeq. 
| Great princes give the trueſt proof of their wiſdom, when 


they 


INDEX. 


they govern ſteadily without thoſe ſiniſter arts, com. 

monly a to them by weak miniſters, iv. 337. 
How a good prince will behave when he finds parties and 
_ difſentions amongſt his people, iv. 368 & ſeq, v. 54. 
All things as well bad as good, thrive as they are favoured 


by princes ; if they promote, or but wink at vice, it 


increaſes, if they ſhine on virtue, 1t proſpers, iv. 401. 
In a government of the laws, and not of men, princes are 
a part, but at the head of the legiſlature, v. 2. 

The ſupreme condition of princes is not ſo replete with 
felicity as the world is inclined to believe, v. 8 & ſeq. 
It is incumbent on them, not only to excel by their own 
actions, but likewiſe to chooſe well, and to ſee that 
none of the great officers of ftate are defective in their 

duties, v. 11 | : 


Machiavel lays it down as a rule, that no prince who has 


no wiſdom of his own, can ever be well adviſed, v. 32. 
Good princes naturally attract and invite the beſt miniſ- 
ters, v. 37 & ſeq. 

The ſuggeſtions of ſuch a courage as is governed by wiſ- 


dom, are the trueſt lights, not only for princes, but 


for private men in their ſervice to follow, v. 57. 
Mighty monarchs or princes often diſturb the peace of the 
whole world, v. 68, | 


RANULPHUS, biſhop of Durham, the principal inſtrument 


of all the profuſion and extortions which diſgraced the reign - 


of Rufus, 111. 199, 200. „ 
The character of this ſtateſman as given by thoſe two 
venerable writers, Mathew Paris and Malmſbury, 15. 
Religion. From the very beginning of the reformation in 
England, there have been differences, not truly in the eſſen- 
tial but ceremonial parts of religion, ii. 5. | 
The wiſer ſort of men have one religion for themſelves, 
and another for the vulgar, ii. 45. 
It is not to be doubted, but if the common people are in- 
duced to lay aſide religion, they will quickly caſt off all 
fear for their rulers, ii. 46. 5 | 


Nothing can more conduce to correcting the manners of 


a depraved people, than a due care of religious mat- 
ters, 11. 47. 5 
Princes and commonwealths who would keep their go- 

vernment intire and uncorrupt, are above all things to 

preſerve religion in veneration, iv. 395, 

Care of the eſtabliſhed religion ought never however to 
raiſe up a ſpirit of perſecution in thoſe who are favoured 

and countenanced, iv. 493. 
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2 In all ages and in all laces, heretics and ſectaries have 
rather been increaſed than diminiſhed by perſecution, 


iv. 404. 


13 W for and againſt laying farther reſtraints on the 


iſſenters, iv. 407 & ſeq. 


Political reaſons which the diſſenters may have for not 


conforming to the eſtabliſhed religion, iv. 413, 414. 
Perhaps they may have found themſelves weakened by 


toleration and may wiſh for perſecution, iv. 415. 
Differences of a += N nature would give little diſtur- 


bance to mankind if the contention were whoſe light 


. . ould ſhine brighteſt, not which ſhall make the greateſt 
blaze, iv. 418. . 
Reſumptions, or the taking back ſuch grants as had been ex- 
torted, or fooliſhly granted, often practiſed by the princes 
themſelves who had given the grants, or their ſucceſſors, 
- Ut. 71 & ſeq. WE, 
Acts of reſumption in Edward III's reign, iii. 80. 
The commons: petition king Henry IV. to reſume and 


unite again to the Dutchy of Cornwall certain lands 

Which had been granted away, iii. 88, 89. | 

Several other petitions of the commons to Henry to re- 
ſume grants, iii. go & ſeq. 

Acts of reſumption in the reigns of Henry V. and VI. 

with ſeveral proviſions and exceptions, iii. 119 & ſeq. 

Acts of the ſame nature in the reign of Edward IV. iii. 
137 & ſeq. | 


Some alſo in the reign of Henry VII. and VIII. iii. 153 & ſeq. | 


A recapitulation of the ſeveral reſumptions till the time of 
Henry VIII. iii. 161. 5 

Obſervations on theſe reſumptions, iii. 162, 163. 

No reſumptions in the reign of queen Elizabeth, iii. 166. 

The opinion of a learned lawyer in regard to reſumptions 
from a manuſcript in the Bodleian library, iii. 169 
eg. 


Our anceſtors not only helped the prince's affairs by acts 


of reſumption, but likewiſe relieved him when over- 
reached in releaſes, 111. 173. 
Reaſons why ſo many reſumptions were made, 11. 197. 
Other countries as well as England have relieved their 
- princes by reſumptions, iii. 248 & ſeq, 


How far it is conſiſtent with the honour of a prince to 


promote a reſumption by act of parliament, iii. 256 
& 0. -. ns | 
How far in an act of reſumption it is juſt and reaſonable 
to look backwards, iii. 279. 290. 


Richard I. king of England fold ſeveral parcels of the crown 
revenues to enable himſelf to make war for the holy land, 
111. 72. 


After 


1 N D E. X. 
After his ſecond coronation. he called a parliament, by 
the authority whereof he reſumed all patents, grants, 
Ee. before his voyage by him ſold and granted, Ii. 73. 
Richard II. by his profuſion. and partiality to favourites drew 
upon himſelf ſo much the hatred of the people, that they 
- withdrew their allegiance from him, iii. 8 5. . 
Revenue. It is of equal importance to the ſubjects of a country 
as the prince himſelf, that his revenue ſhould be in a good 
condition, 1. 171. = | TDs | 
In any new taxation it will be difficult at firſt to put the 
collection into any tolerable order and method, i. 209. 
Which 1s moſt profitable to the public, the revenues to be 
let to the higheſt bidder, or the king to manage them 
by commiſſioners, u. 211 & ſeq, 
What the duty on malt ſhould yield computed from the 
arable land of England, i. 219. | 
The ordinary revenue of the cro:vn in 1688, before the 
confederate war, i. 233. The ſame in 1695, 16. 
An account of the new taxes and debts incurred by the 
war, 1. 234 & ſeg. 1 | 
Writing on the expence and income of a people, is like 
travelling in an unknown country, i. 2877. 
Order and frugality abſolutely neceſſary in a ſtate however 
conſiderable, ii. 267. 
Money annually granted and expended in England rom 
1689 to 1698, 11. 277 & ſeq. 
The revenue of the Romans much hurt by the civil wars, 
iii. 8 
Auguſtus and other good emperors always made a dif- 
ference betwixt the public revenue and their own private 
fortune, 111.38 & icq. 177, 178. 
The chief branches of the revenue of England at the be- 
ginning of the revolution, i. 20, 21. | 0 
Nothing more conducive to the welfare of a government 
than the revenues being in ſuch order as to put the 
| 2 debts in a method of being cleared, i. 168 & 
eq. 
8 of the king of England was always a par- 
ticular object of the parliament's care, iii. 182. 
The methods they took to keep his affairs within a cer- 
tain compals, iii. 183 & ſeq. 


Riches, what may properly be termed ſo, in a nation, i. 2 56, 


1 
Richelieu, cardinal, laid the foundation of the French mo- 
narchy, i. 6. ü 
Trade and manufactures his particular care and ſtudy, 
1. 86. 
Some 


IND E X. 


Some excellent maxims of his in politics, ii. 266. 
Obſervations of his with regard to the duty of miniſters, 


355 | 
Thoulh5; a good miniſter for the French king, yet not for 
France, ii. 377. 

He had all along deſigns to mäke his maſter abſolute, i. 

Advices of his dt to Lewis XIII. ii. 381. 

Romans. The condition of that people when Tiberius aſſumed 
the empire, ii. 298. 

From Tiberius to the reign of Domitian, fi. 299. 

Their management of the public revenue, iii. 30 & ſeq, 
Their generals as well as their ſtateſmen did A think of 
building up fortunes to themſelves, but of inriching the 

commonwealth, iii. 31. 

By their economy they were enabled to carry on ſo many 
and expenſive wars, ili. 34. & ſeq, 

As they enlarged their empire they encreaſed their reve- 
nw Iii. 36 & ſeq, 

The diſtinction between the prince's and the public reve- 
nue, continued under all the good reigns, uti. 39 & 
ſeq. 

When gold and filver was firſt coined at Rome, iii. 7. 

About the time of Tiberius, money was as plentiful at 
Rome, as it has been ſince in any part of Europe, 
i. 

What miſeries and changes the Romans underwent when 
their ſtate became corrupted, iii. 51. Ir 

When the prince or miniſter was good, ſome care was 
taken of the ſtate, iii. 5 2, 53. 

The reaſons of this great people's ruin recapitulated, th. 

56. 
The Roman empire at length invaded by ſwarms of the 
northern nations, who took poſſeſſion of all the moſt Ker. 
tile kingdoms of Europe, iii. 59, 60. 


SALT. The high duties on it, very ehe to trade, ii. 


268. 

It makes the expence of victualling ſhips a very heavy 
burden upon the freighter, ii. 273. 

It has been aſſerted that a merchant could ſtore himſelf in 
Irel.nd, for a long voyage, with ſalt beef and pork, 
ready packed up, almoſt as cheap as he could buy the 
ſalt in England, ii. 274. 

Silk manufacture, it is of a foreign extract and not the genuine 
product of this country, i. 107. 

It is fit only for frugal nations, where parſimony renders 

craft and workmanſhip not dear, 1. 108. 


It 


INDEX. 
If the luxury of wearing filk could be quite aboliſhed, ſuch 
a reformation would undoubtedly be beneficial to the 
"kingdom, 76:4. 
Spain. The princes of this kingdom claim a right to diſpoſe of 
the crown by their laſt will and teſtament, iii. 336, 337. 
One fundamental error in the adminiſtration of this coun- 
try has been, having no regard to the diſpeopling the 
kingdom, iv. 12 & ſeq. 
The inquiſition one great cayſe of the want of inhabitants, 
iv. 14. 1 
93 "4 me perſons to enter into holy orders, is 
alſo very prejudicial to the ſtate, iv. 16. 
The riſe and declenſion of the Spaniſh power, iv. 18 & ſeq. 
From the time the Spaniards began to make a figure in 
the world, they have not had above two warlike princes 
on the throne. IV. 20. 


The Spaniſh monarchy roſe too faſt to continue long, 1. 
C2. 


The miſcarriage of the Spaniſh Arm ada was the fatal blow 
of all to the Spaniards, iv. 18, 26. 
Stateſman, an able one ſhould know the conſtitution and ſtate 
of his own country, that he may thereby be enabled to form 


an idea concerning any other, not very diſtant people, 
iv. 133 & ſeq. 


Good and able ſtateſmen have alw ays judged the propaga- 
tion of what is good, and the ſuppreſſion of vice, as the 
moſt material part of government, 11. 

Stephen, king of England, found in his uncle's treaſury 
100,000 J. beſides plate and jewels of an immenſe value, | 
iii. 70. 

Notwithſtanding ail his profuſion and liberality to his. 
nobles, he could not make them faithful to him, iii. 71. 


Strafford, earl of, articles of accuſation againſt him by the 
commons, ili, 238. | 


TALENT, the common Attic one, conſiſted of 60 minz, 
which amounts in our money to 1871. 103. i. 331. 

Taxes, kept within a moderate compaſs, not prejudicial to the 
public, i. 271. 

It is a matter of great admiration how ſo ſmall a territory 
as Holland, ſhould have raiſed 6 million yearly during 
the confederace war, 16. 

Land would be relieved in its taxes to little purpoſe, if 
in their ſtead revenues ſhould be ſet up, which may en- 
danger the liberty of the country, 1. 276. 

Texures, this way of holding land by certain ſervices, was firſt 
brought in by the Lombards, iii. 64. 


From 


INDEX. 
From Italy they paſſed into France, and from France int6 


England, iii. 65. 


What the prince thus received came chearfully, becauſe 
the people had good bargains from the crown, ib. 


Terra regis, or the king's land ; it was deemed impious by 


our forefathers to alienate this revenue from the crown, ili. 
68, 69. 


Tories, à party ſo called in England, of what ſort of perſons 
compoſed, 11. 326. 328. 


Upon different motives conſiderable numbers were liſted 
"on the Tory ſide, the good and bad mingled together, 

. 329; 

Many of the Tories were as eager as any others to pro- 

mote the revolution, 76. 


It is to be wiſhed the diſtinction of the Whigs and Tories 


were laid aſide, ii. 330. 


The Whigs ſaw firſt the diſeaſes which were growing on 


the body politic, but when the diſtemper began to rage 


many of the Tories were not backwards in ſeeking out 
the proper remedies, ibid. 


Trade, or traffic well managed and extended, the ſource of 
wealth in every country, i. 86, 


The ſoil of no country rich enough to attain wealth merely 
by the exportation of its own natural product, z6, 
Trade in its nature free, and beſt direRs its own courſe, 


i. 98 & ſeq. 387. v. 452, 453. 


Few. laws relating to trade are the mark of a nation that 


thrives by traffic, i. 99. 


Councils of a country often miſled in their deliberations 


on trade, i. 146. 


A true account of the balance thereof would point out 


what traffics are hurtful, and what beneficial to a nation, 
1b. & leq. 


Some traffics ſeem kurtful which export money, but we 


often find them beneficial, when they bring in one way 
more bullion than they carry out another, 1, 147. 
We may ſeem to loſe by the balance in one place, but per- 


haps that trade may be the cauſe of another twice as 
profitable, 7b. 387. 


The opinion held by ſome, of foreign traflic being hurt- 


ful to England, confuted, i. 345 & ſeq. 

Little ſtates by foreign trade, often enabled to hold out 
againſt very potent enemies, 1. 349. 

Gold and filver are the meaſure of trade, but che ſpring 


and original of it is, the natural or artificial 1 
of the country, i. 3 54 355. 


The 


The value of land and money i in England before trade 


took place, i. 359. 

Induſtry in trade more truly riches in a country, than the 

poſſeſſion of gold and filver mines, 1. 382, 383. 

The trade of England loſt ground during the confederate 

War, i. 396 & ſeq. 

Trade and war may go on together, i. 399 & ſeq. 

A trading country, contending in arms, like a rich man 
at play with common mean, 1. 407. 

Negligence in the protection of trade is the worſt of ill 


adminiſtrations, becauſe it deprives ourſelves of 


ſtrength, and adds it to thoſe who deſire our ruin, 7b. 

A council appointed by parliament the moſt proper guar- 

dlans and protectors of trade, i. 424. 

Some hints and advices with regard to the conduct of ſuch 
a council, i. 425, 426. 

Foreign trade abſolutely neceſſary fince the introduction 
of Iuxury, ii. 12. 


How to come at the knowledge of what a people get by 
trade, ii. 16. 


The true ſtate of the trade of England in 1688, 11. 18. 


119. 
Foreign traffic che radical moiſture of the commionwealth, 
* 36; 


The balance of trade betwixt England and France confi 
dered, 11. 96. 


The mint can never be the principal ſtandard ofa nation's 
foreign traffic, ii. 105. 


Bullion, nay even coined money, may be exported with | 


ſafety when a gainful return ariſes from the commodity 
purchaſed, 11, 108 & ſeq. 

In proportion as countries grow very populous, they are 

driven to encreaſe in trade, ii. 113. 

A ſcheme of naval trade of England and the national pro- 
fit thereby calculated for the year 1688 by Mr. King, 
ul. 270. 

Tnktenhs and concluſions from thence, ii. 271 & ſeq. 

Trade may hurt the morals of a people, but it is become 

a neceſſary evil, ii. 275. 

A variety of new impoſitions and remote funds, hurt us 
greatly in the balance of trade, ii. 284. 

An account of the exports and imports betwixt England 
and France from Mich. 1662 to Mich. 1663, and from 
Mich. 1668 to Mich. 1669, v. 553 & ſeq. | 

How it ſtood between the two kingdoms from Michaelmas 

1698 to Chriſtmas 1712, v. 355 & ſeq. | 
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* ariſing from the foregoing accounts, v. 361 

E ſegq. | . 5 

Wich 5 to the loſs or gain to England by this traffic, 
tit does not appear that they who argued either way went 

| on foundations to be relied on, v. 364 & ſeq. 

Extracts from the original entries, would certainly be the 

proper way to ſettle the diſpute, v. 365. 1 
In the year 1699, there is an over balance on the French 

ſide, but whether this was all loſs to England, and a 
gain to France, is a great queſtion, v. 370 & ſeq. 

8. | | | 

How far the exceſs between the exports and imports may 
be a certain rule whereby to judge whether a country 
gets or loſes by its trade, v. 376. 381, 382. | 

It is impoſſible exactly to ſtate the balance between our 
country and another, all traffics having a mutual de- 
pendance one upon the other, v. 378. 5 

A trading nation ought to watch what impoſts their neigh- 
bours lay upon what is imported to them, and propor- 
tionably to lay freſh impoſitions on what they receive 
from that country, 76. 3 

If you prohibit French wines, and yet will have them, 
it muſt come from a third hand, v. 379. 

Sumptuary laws the beſt courſe of putting a ſtop to loſing 
trades, ibid. | | | 

England being like a general merchant, ſhould be ſtored 
with commodities to pleaſe all ſorts of dealers, v. 380, 

And this could hot be if there was a total intermiſſion of 
commerce with a country abounding in ſo many pro- 
ducts, natural and artificial, as France, ib. 

When we export more of our commodities to a count 
than we import of theirs, this generally ſpeaking 1s 
Judged a gainful trade, but this rule does not always 
hold, v. 381, 382. 5 

A wiſe ſtate ſhould never enter into prohibitions but upon 
the utmoſt neceſſity, v. 383. 388. 432. | 

If both kingdoms can agree upon juſt and equal duties on 
their reſpective commodities, a free trade with France 
not prejudicial to England, v. 385 & ſeq. 

Expedients to preſerve 2 future ages the balance of trade 
on the fide of England, v. 390 & ſeq. 456 & ſeq. 

An account of the exports and imports between England 
and Holland, from Mich. 1662 to Mich. 1663, and 
from Mich. 1668 to 1669, v. 402. 405. 

A compariſon of the eſtimate of the imports and exports 


to and from Holland, from Chriſtmas 1699 to Chriſt- 
mas 1704, v. 43. | 


From 
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From theſe accounts two points to be e v. 404. 

An account of the principal articles exported to Holland 
in 1669 and 1703, v. 407 & ſeq. 

Total value of the re-exports to Holland in 1703, v. 410. 

A particular account of the articles imported from Hol- 
land, v. 412, 413. 

The ſtate of exports and imports betwixt England and 
— from Chriſtmas 1698 to Chriſtmas 1705, v. 

& ſe 

9 on the foregoing accounts, v. 417. 

Moſt of the commodities exported to Holland not for their 
own conſumption, but rather to be re-exported, v. 

4418 & ſeq. . 

The amount of the corn exported from England to dif- 
ferent parts, from 1662 to 1663, alſo from 1668 to 

1669, v. 424- 

Alſo from Chriſtmas 1699 to chte 1710, v. 425. 

Our tobacco carried to Holland brings confiderable profit 
to that country, v. 428. 

The value of the Eaſt-India goods prohibited and unpro- 
hibited, for four years carried to Holland, v. 432. ; 

Our product and manufactures, with our plantation and 

FEaſt-India goods, are the chief materials wherewith the 
Dutch drive their trade with other nations, v. 434. 449. 
In 1703 the third part of the univerſal exportation of 

England terminated in Holland, v. 436. | 

A method propoſed, which if followed, no country will 
have it in their power to ſet their own price upon our 
goods, v. 441. 

The value of the exports and 1mports of England for the 
year 1703, in foreign as well as Engliſh bottoms, V. 

2 
A 8 country engaged in war, muſt as mack look 
after the commerce of trade as the buſineſs of the war, 
otherwiſe the ſinews will ſoon ſlacken, v. 450. 

Whenever we loſe our trade, we mutt bid farewell to that 
wealth and ftrength, which have hitherto enabled us 
to defend our liberties, v. 455 & ſeq. 

The general exports of England for the year 1699, 0 
that in particular of the woollen manufacture, v. 460. 

Triobolus, an Attic coin, equal to three ons or three pence 
three — Engliſh money, 1. 331 
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IN D EX. 

WAR. A view of the ſtate and condition of the parties en- 

gaged in the confederate war, i. 14 & ſeq. 400 & ſeq. 

A nation will more eaſily ſupport a long war if the taxes 
are equally laid ; they will in conſequence be eafier and 
longer, and more pleaſantly ſuffered, i. 17. 

A calculation ſhewing how it ſtood with England, 
France, and Holland, as to income and debts, before 
and fince the war, i. 150 & ſeq. 2 

After a country has been afflicted with the calamities of 
war, the minds of the people will take different turns, 
ſometimes to great piety, and at other ſeaſons to the 
height of vice, 1. 298. 2 

The end of a long war a good time for reformation, 15. 

It is neceſſary that countries, which have a rich ſoil, and an 
extenſive trade, ſhould now and then be engaged in 
war, to awaken in them their martial temper, 1. 353. 

A long foreign war, is hardly to be maintained, but by 

making a ſtrong impreſſion into the enemies country, i. 
2 WR 
A naval war moſt adviſeable for England, i. 406 & ſeq. 

War engenders many monſters in the womb of a ſtate, 111. 
319 & ſeq. ” 

The people of England never ſo apprehenſive of war with 
their natural enemies, as they are of the management 

thereof by corrupt miniſters, iii. 347 & ſeq. 5 

As war has been managed for the laſt hundred and fifty 
years, merely by the power of money, no nation can 
be bebe ſafe, that is not in a condition to contend 
with its oppoſites at the weapon they make uſe of, 
v. 453. 8 

It is = reaſonable to quarrel with another country be- 
cauſe their conduct has been better and wiſer than ours, 
but to oppoſe induſtry with induſtry, v. 455. 458, 459. 

To be in a lafting condition to cope with our neighbours 
in trade, we mult have a fleet in readineſs upon all oc- 
caſions, vigorouſly to aſſert our dominion of the ſea, 
L205; : 

When 268 neighbours are plainly diſcerned to engroſs 
any foreign buſineſs, though to our prejudice, when this 

is done by the rules of juſtice, it cannot be deemed a 
ſufficient ground of quarrel, v. 458. | 

It would be thought abſurd, if one neighbour ſhould dif- 
fer with another for being more frugal, vigilant, or 
active, 7b. | | 5 

This likewiſe holds between countries, that are rivals in 
the ſame myſteries, v. 459. 

Ways and means, the proper ones to carry on a long war, i. 
3. 17 & ſeq. | 


INDEX. 


Exciſes the moſt proper ;, the objections thereto conſidered, 
1. 62 & ſe 

The commo cite moſt proper to lay exciſes upon, i. 67. 

Unleſs the nation does freely give into exciſes upon a convic- 
tion, that they are the beſt ways and means, it will not 
be the intereſt of a king to defire ſuch a revenue, i. 71. 

All ways and means whatſoever that raiſe great ſums, 
are, and ever will be thought burdenſome to the whole, 
1. 78. 

| Whigs, a party ſo called in England, ii. 326. 

The old Whigs, their 3 and «AD behaviour, 
Ul. 327. 

The revolution in England was made upon the old Whig 
principles, of making parliaments awful to miniſters, 
and keeping the regal authority within the limits of law, 
11. 330. 

As they profeſs to be the friends of liberty, and 58 often 
ſaved England, they are the favourites of the people, 
11. 331. 

If they ſhould at any time take the ground of the Tories, 
and ſuffer themſelves to be imbibed with their notions, 
they might without ſuſpicion undermine our conſtitu- 
tion, 16. & ſeq. 

If the nation ſhould find themſelves 8 by the an- 
tient friends to liberty, they wauld believe they were 
bought and ſold, and imagine there was no ſuch thing 
as virtue and honeſty in the kingdom, ii. 334. 

If it ſhould be apparent that the Whigs loved to be choſe 
into parliament, not for their country's ſervice but to 
ſerve themſelves, and that neither fide 1s at bottom bet- 
ter principled than the other, the people in deſpair may 
then ſubmit to unlimited monarchy, 11. 335, 

Double, his account of the behaviour of the Whigs of his 
party, iv. 129 & ſeq. 

The temperate proceedings of the commons blew their 
projections into ſmoke, iv. 132. 

Their buſineſs was to defend the Partition treaty, iv. 1 ; 5. 

Double gives a narrative of his life, iv. 137 to 144. 

The arts he uſed to get money, iv. 145. 

Boaſts of great merit with his party, iv. 146. 

Is appointed a receiver of the land tax, My place, he 
ſays, he made better than that of a lord treaturer, iv. 

147 & leq. 

Is brought into danger by his villainous practices, but 
eſcapes by ſharing his gains, iv. 150. 

He calls his hiſtory a looking glaſs, wherein the modern 
Whigs of his party may ſee their own faces, iv. 151. 

K k 3 The 


INDEX. 


The old Whigs in king Charles's time very different from 
.  Double's party, whom he calls Modern Whigs, iv. 152. 
Double deſcribes his and the methods practiſed by 
their leaders to gain their purpoſes, IV. 1 53 to 104. 
220 to 225. 250 & ſeq. 
They would not allow : bill of accounts to paſs, iv. 170. 
They did not ſucceed ſo well as he could wiſh in the Weſt 
or North, iv. 172, 173. 
Double is very angry with Dr. D'Avenant (the author of 
theſe Eſſays) whom 5 looks upon as a violent enemy 
to all his party, iv. 1 


He tells Whiglove he has are him to his party, 
iv. 186. 


| He deſpiſes a ſneaking genius that is ſatisfied with mo- 

derate wealth and honours, iv. 188 & ſeq. 

He declares himſelf to haye been the author of the Kentiſh 
petition, iv. 192. 

He ſays his party are for lying, though the lye may laſt 
only for three hours, iv. 191, 192. 

His deſcription of Caleb Caſehardened, a uſefal tool of 
his party amongſt the diſſenters, 1v. 194, 195. 

The great ſkill of Double's party was in exclaiming 
againſt the leaſt trip made by the other fide, and throw- 
ing a veil over their own deſtructive councils, iv. 200. 

Double acknowledges that the abandoning the Scots in 
the Darien expedition, and ſacrificing the emperor in 
the Partition treaty, will be eternal blots in the ſcut- 
cheon of a Whig miniſtry, iv. 201. 

He endeavours to ridicule the old Whigs, iv. 210. 212. 
His fondneſs for remote funds, . 212; 213. : 
He boaſts of the brave troops in his party, being an army 
of men with their pockets full of bank bills, bank ſtock, 

&c. iv. 214, 215 & ſeq. 

An old Whig's ſentiments with regard to an enquiry into 
the . of the modern Whigs, iv. 231, 232. 

Pouble's friends frighted at the moderation of the oppoſite 
party, iv. 234. 

Is appointed ambaſſador from his party to Holland, where 


he paſſes himſelf for a man of fortune, and a member of 
parliament, iv. 236. 


He was near being found out, iv. 240. 
Meets with Mr. Goſpel Scorn, another emiſſary of the 
party, iv. 241. 


Returns to England, and ſtands for a corporation in the 
North, iv. 242. 


Loſes his election, iv. 247. 


Becomes 


INDEX. 

Becomes what * calls Lie Maſter General in the court of 
requeſts, iv. 249. 

- His maxim with regard to war, iv. 254. 

The behaviour of his party when any of their ſchemes 
prove abortive, iv. 259, 260. 

Double lays it down as a maxim in his party, that they 
never abandon any rogue of their fide, let him be ever 
ſo notorious, iv. 261. 

He fays it is impracticable to keep the old Whigs and 
thoſe of his party any time well united, when they 
ſtand upon ſuch different bottoms, iv. 264. 

William, the Norman, made a general ſurvey of the whole 
kingdom of England, iii. 68. | 

He had coming in per day 10611. 105. 105d. which 
conſidering the value of money in thoſe days, was a 
prodigious income, 11. 69. 

This founder of our preſent government left to ſucceeding 

kings a fair inheritance, ſufficient to maintain their 
| eſtate and dignity, and to defend the realm againſt 
invaſions, ili. 69. 


William Rufus, waſted all hs vaſt treaſure left him by his 
father, iii. 


What William of Malmſbury ſays, when ſpeaking of this 

prince, ib. f 

William III. it was owing to his conduct and military virtues, 
that all the diſcordant intereſts of Europe were reconciled 
in the confederate war, and France W to honourable 
conditions of peace, 1. 400. 

If his heroic ardor had not led him to ſeek out danger, 
and to give repeated proofs of his own and the Engliſh 
valour, the confederacy would never have held ſo long 
together, i. 401. 

He was a prince willing to conſent to whatever might put 
the people of England upon a right foot, if the leading 
men had met his deſign of landing here with equal v vir- 
tues, ii. 31 

The declaration which he ſent to England before he came 
over, 11. 316. 

This was the pole ſtar by which our ſtate pilots ought to 
have ſteered their courſe, ii. 315. 

If the ſtate had entered early into ſuch wholeſome counſel, 

it would have made the Bag 's reign more eaſy to him- 
ſelf, and leſs coſtly to his people, ii. 317. 

When he came to the throne, he had great dificulties to 
encounter, iii. 13. 17 & ſeq. 

His admirable conduct waded through them all, iii. 14. 

He procured advantageous terms for all his allies, iii. 15. 


His 
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INDEX. 
His ſo chearfully diſbanding his army at the requeſt of his 
liament, was a proof that he both loved and truſted 
his ſubjects, iii. 15. 225 
His reign not only freed our perſons, but likewiſe ſet our 
minds at liberty, iii. 18. 5 _ 

It ſet liberty upon a better foot, and cured us of thoſe 
blind errors, which our own luxuries and the craft of 
courtiers had brought upon our underſtanding, 15. 

It became the intereſt of his ſubjects to join in obedience 


to him, that he might perfect that deliverance which he 
began ſo nobly, iu. 359. 


Wine, French, quantity and value of, imported into England 


from Mich. 1662 to Mich. 1663, and alſo from 1668 to 
1669, v. 355. | | 3 

An eſtimate of the ſame from Chriſtmas 1698 to 1699, 
Alſo from 1692 to 1700, v. 358. 


The ſame from Chriſtmas 1700 to Chriſtmas 1701, v. 


valde of the ſame from Chriſtmas 1701 to Chriſtmas 1702, 
"Ys 300»; 6 —— 

The computations with regard to the wines from France, 
delivered to the king of England in 1697, miſtaken 
either in the quantity or value, v. 366, 367. 

The uſe and expence of wines from France gradually in- 
creaſed almoſt every year in England from 1660, v. 
373. 

The general conſumption of wines (Rheniſh excepted) in 

England, by a medium of three years from France, Italy, 
Spain, and Portugal, v. 374. 

The quantity of Rheniſh wines imported under the head 
of Holland, from 1662 to 1663, and 1668 to 1669, 
v. 378. 5 

The LOR thereof imported from Holland and Ger- 

| many from 1699 to 1702, 15. F 

Mool. Some perſons have imagined that the entire welfare of 

England depends on the high price of wool, thinking there- 
by to advance their rents, 1. 88. | 


 FWreollen manufacture of England, its exportation abroad, and 


not the conſumption at home, muſt bring profit to the king- 
dom, ib. 101. | 
The concern of wool is without doubt, to be taken care 
of, but not ſo as upon that account, to ſlight all our 
foreign intereſt, 1. 96. | 8 5 
The natural way of promoting the woollen manufacture, 
is by wholeſome laws to contrive that it may be wrought 
cheaply in England, ſo as to enable us to command the 
markets abroad, 1. 99 & ſeq. 


INDEX 


It is not for the benefit of England in general, that wool 
ſhould bear a high price in our markets at home, i. 101. 
Fine broad cloth was the antient drapery of England, tis 
the natural product of the kingdom, and it muſt be 
reat want of conduct that can make us loſe this trade 
10 beneficial to the nation, 26. 
The vent of our woollen manufactures, will 3 in ſome mea- - 
ſure preſerve to us the Spaniſh, Portugal, Italian, 
and Turkey trades, 1. 417. 
Our woollen manufacture capable of great improvement, 
ji. 146. 150. 
The 5 of the wool yearly ſhorn in England, ii. 146. 
There is reaſon to think that our woollen manufactures 
are above two thirds of our exportation, ii. 147. v. 


Ou idulry would be better employed! in finding out ways 
do extend the vent of this manufacture abroad, than 
by prohibitions to force a trade at home, ii. 148. | 

An account of the fine drapery of England from Dec. 
1687 to Dec. 1688, ii. 149. 

It is fo rich and noble a material, that it may be turned 
a hundred ways to encreaſe the wealth and trade of 
England, ii. 150. 

High duties in time of peace will fall moſt heavily on our 
woollen manufactures, moſt of which have more value 
from the workmanſhip than the materials, ii. 200. 

Mr. King's computation of the value of the wool ſhorn in 
England per ann. ii. 233. 

The material is improved, one with another, four fold in 
the workmanſhip, ii. 234. | 

It were better that the call from abroad were only for the 
fine draperies, becauſe then we ſhould be in a manner 
without a rival, ii. 235. 

In the working up of wool, perhaps it may be aide out 
that our climate gives us an advantage over other coun- 
tries, 251d. 

The people of Ireland, the foil, ſoard, and turf, of whoſe 
country, being the ſame with ours, and proper to rear 
ſheep, are the moſt likely to ral us in our darling moſt 
important manufacture, 11. 236. 

The value of woollen manufactures exported from England 
from Mich. 1662 to Mich. 1663, and from Mich, 1068 
to 1669, v. 354. 

The value of the long, ſhort, Spaniſh cloths in particular 
for the ſame years, 26. 

Exports of the woollen manufacture in general from 
Chriſtmas 1698 to Chriſtmas 1699, v. 357. 

The ſame from Chriſtmas 1:99 to Chriſtmas 1700, v. 558 
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Alſo from Chriſtmas 1700 to Chaifhmas 170r, v. 3594 
The account from Chriſt. 1701 to Chriſt. 1702, v. 360. 
A diſtinct article with regard to the value of the long, 
| ſhort, Spaniſh cloths exported each year, from Chriſt- 
mas 1698 to Chriſtmas 1702, v. 36. 
Report to the commiſſioners for ſtating the public accounts 
of the value of exports of woollen manufactures; from 
Mich. 1668 to Mich. 1669, v. 405. 
The value of the ſame exported in 1703, and the particu- 
lar amount of the fine drapery for the ſame year, V. 407. 
The export of this Ty to Holland for the year 
1663, v. 418. ; 
The exportation to the . country greatly encreaſed i in 
1669, and 1703, ib. & 419. 
Worſhip, divine, a form of, has been ſettled in all civilized 
countries, ii. 46. 

The capacities of men being at firſt very groſs and requir- 
ing groſs objects, the divine rites firſt inſtituted in the 
beginning conſiſted in bodily worſhip, ceremonies, and 
ſacrifice, ii. 45. 

A right devotion to God implanted in a eople, will beget 

patience in national calamities, — ſubmiſſion to the 
laws, ii. 47. 

Writing and ſpeaking very different talents 3 a tolerable ſtile 

may be attained to by great application and diligence, i 11. 168. 

Elocution, if employed to honeſt uſes, one of the greateſt 
bounties nature can beſtow upon a man, 1b. 

Writing much extinguiſhes the faculty of ſpeaking well 
off hand, 26. 


XENOPHON, his diſcourſe upon the ſubject of revenue and 
trade, 1. 309. 

One of the greateſt men antiquity ever produced, and the 

only antient author upon this ſubje& now extant, 1. 
„ 

The © of his calculations, and the juſtneſs as well 
as freedom of his thoughts, not confined to the narrow 
notions of parties and factions, 76. 

A maxim of his with zegard to governments, 1. 309. 

In regard to the true wealth and greatneſs of a nation where- 
in it conſiſts, i. 307. 

His opinion in relation to the inducements to be made to 

encourage foreigners to ſettle in a ſtate, i. 311 &ſeq, 

Hints of his how the filver mines of Athens might have 


been improved, i. 315 & ſeq. 
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